ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAM FACT SITEET
FOR THE SITE LOCATED AT
425 MERRICK AVENUL.
NYSDEC SITE D #130061
WESTBURY. NEW YORK
JULY 1997

INTRODUCTION

Under the approval and oversight ol the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) and the New York State Department of Tealth
(NYSDOH). Meadowbrook Management & Realty Corp. (MMRCO). General Applied
Science Laboratorics. Inc. (GASLY and New York University (NYU) cotlectively
refered 10 4s the poreniialiv responsitie partics (PRPs). are condueting an environmental
study at the Site Located at 423 Merrick Avenue in Westbury, New York (see the
attached Site Map)y. This site is listed on the New York State Registry of Inactive
Hazardous Waste Sites with o Class 2 designation. Such sites require further
imvestigation and possible remedizuon o climinate any potential long-term threats to
human health and the envirenment. The PRPs are conducting a site investigation and
interim remedial measure (TR at the site

SITE HISTORY

Prior to 1939, the property was reported!y the locatuon of @ country ¢lub, Since
that time. the site has been used for commercral purposes. These mcelude laboratory and
rescarch and development (R&D) tor the aerespace industry and various governmental

agencies. The site has been vacant since 1989

In 1991 during a waste characterizaton and  preliminary site nvestgation,
polvehlornated biphenols (PCBs) were detected in onsite soils above the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) Recommended Soil Cleanup
Objectives (NYSDEC 19940 In March 1997, the PRPs signed a Consent Order with the
State nf New York in whicly thye partioy involved ::g_:'-::;i aroimplomont the THM Gna
perform additional environmental tesung. The locations in which PCB contamination
had been detected will be removed as part of an IRM.  An IRM s o descrete sct of
activites 1o address both emergency and non-emergency sile conditions o prevent,
mitigate, or remedy environmental damage or the consequences ot environmental damage
autributable to the site. Additional environmental testing of soil and groundwater will be
conducted throughout the Site in a number of potential arcas of concern identified during

previous mvestigations at the Site.

The NYSDEC has approved a work plan, including o plan tor tull citizen
participation. for the IRM and site investipation.  The work plan is available for public
mformation at information repositories (see below) The IRM will include excavating
soils contaminated with PCBs and conerete contunment vessels. where present. Soil



sampling will be pertormed lollewing the excavation of inypacted soils and conerete o
ensure that the underlving soil is clean. The excavated soil and conerete will be shipped
to an off-site disposal Tacility approved by the NYSDEC, Site mvestigation activities
will include the collection ol surface and subsurfuce soff samples and groundwater
samples for laboratory analvsis. The excavaton pluns will include a health and safety
plan that will prevent exposures to the surrounding community.  The site investigation
will determine the nature and oxtent of additional environmental impacts at the site, 1f
any. Geraghty & Miller. Ine.. an environmental consulting {irm focated in Melvilie, New
York. will supervise the work under NYSEC direction. The IRM and site mvestigation
have begun on Mondav July 21, 1997

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION

[ncluded m the work plan s o Citizen Partcipation Plan swhich outlines how the
public will be kept informed of and can provide mmput into the progress of the work at the
Stie. o addition o the current fact sheet. o fact sheet will be dissiminated at the

compietion ol the project.
Public Information Repositorices

Public Informauon respositivies are pluces were people can go to read the relavant
public documents assoctated with a site. The work plan and other project materials have
been placed in the following intformaton repositories:

. Last Meadow Public Library
1886 Front Stret
[rast Meadow, New York 11554
{316y 794-25370
Hours: M-F 9-4,
Satc V-5 clallowinter. & springy 9-1 summer ).
sun. -3 ffall winter & springy/closed for summer,

Building 40, State University of New York
Stony Brook. Now York 11790-2330
(516) 444-03249

Hours: M-F 8:30-4:45



Any Questions?

Please call or write any of the following individuals if you have any questions or
would like additional information aboul the envirommental program tor the Site located at
425 Merrick Avenue in Westbury, New York,

. Girish Desad Project Manager, (310) 444-0245. oy
Joshua Epstein, Citizen Participation Speciabist, (316) 444-0240:
NYSDEC. Region |
Bldg. 40, State University of New York
Stony Brook. New York 11790-2330

. Nina Knapp
New York State Department ol Heaith
Health Ligson Program
2 University Place, Room 240
Albany, New York 12203
1-800-458-1158 (I'xt. 402}

poaprojects iy ulabsin 962 GO cormes-tssdinm Jo.
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GEORGE E. PATAKI JOHN P CAMILL
GOVERNOR COMMISSIONER

STATE OF NEW YORK

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION
ALEANY, NEW YORK 12233-1010

The [Jo.norah!c Gregory P. Peterson ] 1 11997
Supervisor

Town of Hempstead

I Washington Street

Hempstead, New York 113504925

Dear Supervisor Peterson:

This responds o vour Tune 18, 1997, letter regarding the status ol the buildings Tocated at
423 Merrick Avenue, Westhury, New York, These buildings and the associated property 1s listed
as the 1235 Merriek Avenue Site” {site number 130061 in the Registry ol {nactuve Hazardous
Waste Disposal Sites in New York State and ’lsslt!mhd as o classification "2." A clagsification
"I indicates that havardous waste disposal at the site poses a significant threat to the public
health or environment - action 15 regquired.

This letter will serve to correct the record and set torth the current remedial schedule for
the referenced site.

Over the vears. several entitics owned and/or operated the site. A portion of the siwe
was operated by New York University {(NYU) as a research facility. After NYU vacated
the facility in 1990, the property owner properly disposed of the contamerized waste. A
follow-up investigation of stained soils revealed signiticant contamination by PCBs and
t.2- dichlorobenzene,

On March 31. 1997, the Department issued an Order on Consent which obligates
Respondents. NY U, Meadowbrook Management & Realty Corp.. and General Applied Science
| aboratories, Inc.. to implement an Interim Remedial Measure (IRM) Program for the site. The
IRM Work Plan was concurrently approved with the Department's execution of the Order. “The
IRM Work Plan includes a Health and Safety Plan to address community health and safety and
the potential phvsical and chemical hazards that workers may face while performing the planned
site investipation and TRM activities at this site. This Health and Safety Plan has been developed
to meet the requirements of the Occupational Saters and Health Administrasion (OSHA)
regulations. The work on the site began o July 2119970 A schedule for implementing the work
required under the Order is enclosed. The Department is making o concerted effort to have the
Respondents quickly clean up this site.

The Department's staff front the Region 1 and Fastern Field Unit otlices have promptiy
sponded 10 a]i auestions/concerns raised by Mr Vineent Ferdico of the Town of Hempstead
partment of Building. the Nassau County Police. and other zosvernmental and citizen
erns. In October 1996, the aterneys for the Respondents were notified about site
v issues. he initia telephone contact was lolowed by aletier from the Department's case



attorney dated October 240 1990 fenclosed). Inciuded as an enelosure to that fetter was all of the
information regarding the proper method for seeurely boarding-up a building which was
provided by Mr. Ferdico.

As part of the TRM and site investigation, the consultant hired by the Respondents will
conduct a survey of the interior of the buildings to determine whether any potentially hazardous
materials are present. locate any interior floor drains and ascertain the exisience of unknown
supply wells. The consultant witl be monitoring the air and use all appropriate personal
protective equipment required by OSHA for this type of survey,

In a conversation between stalt and Mr. Ferdico on March 240 1997 Mr. Ferdico was
intormed of the up-coming survey and told that he could coordinate a site visitat that ume. This
conversation was confirmed by letter of March 251997 fenclosed). Representatives of the
Town's Building Department can conduet asite visit during the survey or at any time as long as
they comply with OSHA regulations,

The Department's case atternes has spoken to Barry 5. Cohen, Esg.sattorney tor the it
owner. Mr. Cohen informed the Department that his client has no intention to demolish the
buildings and that no condemnation procecding has been mitiated by the Town. The

Department's staft’ suggested o Mr. Ferdico that an attornes from the Town ol Hempstead

=

contact the Department's case attorney recarding legal issues.

On June 26, 1997, Edward . Devine, chiel of the Eastern Field Unit, placed a telephone
call to Deputy Town Attorney Susan Jacobs., Mr. Devine. a former town attoriey who s well
versed in municipal issues and sensitive 1o vour town's coneerns, toek the opportunity to explain
the inactive hazardous waste disposal site remediation program to Ms. Jacobs, Mr. Devine also
laxed relevant information to Ms. Jacobs concerning the implementation of the work that is

scheduled to beain at the site this menti.

I trust that this letter provides vouwith information and a sense of ureency with which
the Department views all inactive hazardous waste disposal sites. The Department’s Tocal
representatives at the Regional Otfice will continue to provide updates to the Town of
Hempstead regarding the progress of te site investization and IRM for this site. The
Department will continne to work towards the completion of the site's remediation and it looks
forward to the day thet the site is returned to productive econonuie use.

I vou would Jike o discuss this matter further, please contact either the Regional
Director. Ray b Cowen, PLLL at (510) -H-4-0345 or Mr Dievine at (914) 332-18535 ext. 318,

Sincerely.,

N

\L
/ Son v Cani
l/lo]m PoCaid

SLUTes

arry S Cohen, Ty
ward Fobevine, by Tarmyiown
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jew Yoxk State Department Cf I- ~lrormental Coaserv
Divisien ¢f Eavirontental EBEns camean 't
200 White Plairs meed - sth Floor
Tarrvtown, N.Y¥Y. 10%91-5805
Telephone: (9314) 222-1835%

Michael . Zagata
Commissioner

October 24, 1998
By fax and U.&S.Mail

Barxy 5. Cohen, Esg,

MeMillian, Rather, Sennett & 2igane, P.C.
395 North Service Road

Melville, New Yorik 11747

‘Michael TF. Tome, Lag.
Nixon, Hargrave, Dgvans & Doyvle
290 Stewart Avanusa

Garden City, New York 11330

Joadk N. Tranga, ¥og. 5
Aeroiat ~ CGeneral Corporation

.0. Box 13222

Sacramento, California SSE7C

Re: Zlite Seguritw
NYU Labs, Site # 1~30-061

Cazar Massra. Cchen, Tone and Uranga:

Reczantly I hpave spoken to aach af you individually regerding
the need for adequate sacurity at the now vacant NYU Labg Site to
pravent trespassars from enterirg the Site. Aas I informed vou,
Tha Daparitment has received several cvalls on this iseue includine
calls from Assemplivman Michael Balbeni’s office, the Town of
Hempataad Dopartment of Buildings, Nasszau County Pcoclice - Third
precinct, cencernaed cltizens and environmental groups. The
Problem with trespagsers 1s an on-going problen, and vet, there
Emens YO Deé mome reluctanca on the parT of your clienta to incur
tha Ccosts necessarily related Lo providing sdeguate security.

Although scme of the incidents of trespassing have involved
zinors, the six arrests made earlier this month by Nammau County
Police Involved adults. Basaead on interviews of Thesa
individuals, Nassau County Pclice have reasen Lo balieve that the
six arsesteas are members of a much larger group which practices
szianic rites. Because the bulldirng is vacant and the Sita is in
a rather lsolated lecation, 1t is apparent that Lf security is
not provided the probhlem will continua.

The Site s a listed class 2 which indieatez tThat +*he Site
posRs a significant threat +o numan health or the environment.
in addition *oc the potantizl Zor huwman exposurs <o hazardous
wasSTes, Mr. 7incgnt Ferdico, Assistant Superviscor of Inscectizon
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Town of Hempstead Department of Bulildings has

informad me that the conditions inside the building arae unsmafe.

Your clients ara Jjoint

and remodiation
until such time

and severally liakle for the investigatliors
of the Sita and The maintenance ¢f Site security
az the remadiation is complated.

I am hepeful that vour cliants will cooperatively rTesolve

this problam.

IZ2 yveour clienits de not expediticus’ly address the
will use all means at its

nead for Site securiity, the Departmant will

cumand to naXe

Inclosuren.

ccr &. Dasal, R

I
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.
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:
v
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The Site secure and insure the public safety.
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Rosalie T. Rusinko
Senlior Attorney
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Ocraber 4, 1555

My, Irvirng Aanion

Meadewbrsoh Managsment £ Realty Co.
80 Seaview Bovlavard

Dort Washiagton, W.Y. 110545

R I35 KHerIicxk Averua, Zuwst Maadow
Lear Mx. SAntonr

Rs Der cux phose sonversarion today, enclosed pleasa
find & photo copy of Rud specificatices chowizng the proper wa
your building zhould e hoarded. ) N

{r. Girish DesSal from the Z.7.A. told s today by
phore th#t ha will talk o his legal dapek-tzent, but he zeay
oo profiem with the restoration of the exiating buildizgs oy
ths demnlition of these buildizgs providing thar any toxic
waste matarials in the building= pe raxoved and Yhelr —emowal
iz satisfied with their agaency.

M. -TDaSal said, "Phere iz au ongolirg problam with
8ol contamination and this soil contaminaticn st e cleared
Delfore 2 neaw Dulldirg is permitied on this leeatian.”

Boanwhile., thixz bunilding and orounde mnur be secored
and cisared of scaviered debris and the grounds fenced to mewt
the Building Depasteent reqguirenenis withirsr <ec (1Q) deavy oI
thiz lettar or the Town of Nempstead will commence wirth a
Coapter 0 procedure by pooparly boardiug up thess bBolldines,
and the cost cof this procteduzue will be Dui oo a Tax Lein.

Or Octobes 2, 1995, I made mn irspection wirh
Police Deparinent Detective Wovne Atkins, and while walkine
arouic the bdoilding, o avoid Detectiive Atking stepping oo o
aail sticking our of piles of wood, I strzuck 39 Nead an an
electrical firiura hanging Srowm a pipe, cmusing me tc fall
dowi, Lhleed cod go kome with a SevYeso headache.

Very Zzruly ycu:azxf/
fzkkfytﬁzﬂ4ﬂj?r_ifeffi411?6}!,/§;‘;é%f
ot

Yingent Perdicc
Asgistant Sugervixor of Ingpection Gerv.

TR/ EG
anrleones
letier faxac & Zecular meil 623 8304 (Tax o)

s T N ] I

ra2d ErZarrrsts
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Resalie Rasinko, TV .
.¥.5 . Dept. i Environmental Conservetion

Divigicen of Envisfemnantael Inforcement

200 White Plains Rond

Zzh loor

Tarrytown, W.Y. 105831

Eubndect: 4£25 Merrick Avenue, Tfast Meadow, W.¥. 11354
Pedar Mz . Rusinko:

On Friday., Cctober &, 1536, I faxed 2 copy <f a
letter addressed to the owner of the ahove address,

Irving Anten, along with & spec sheest of Hud approved
poerd Uy, wocedure. If vou dicd not receive this f2x, pleasa
call sand I w21l send arctiherxr.

This @morning I called Inspectocr Tully of the
Thiréd Preciact asking him to nd 2 ccpy ©f the police
repcrt of the two arrests his ‘e;a tment made last wemi,
20 vyour office and mine.

Inspecior Tully was oot at his desk, but I d4
leava a Jdetailed mazsage with a2 Mys . Yranzen of ik ofice,
Sl 573 6344, with a hessage to fax thase resorts out to oo
A% 500R &% DOBGELbla.

Please Zsal Zree Lo contact me wWith any new o
reloful informaticn in refarence o The Abowve acdress.

i nave also encloe=d a2 cocy of an inter-office
complaine Form frem tm Tows of Sempsteasd Public Safety Dept.
te onr 3uilding Department .

Vervooranly vours.,

\-.. // r-‘""a/-’
- _,J—J-"’ .
/,6/ 4 :%—'a—f_./f ///*_",/t /L../{' alls lons R

~Vincennt Ferdicd 4 . ,.;ﬁ;.
Aszistant Syumervisor of nspectdon/oérvic
VE S
CISTSRE
P [ T ] e Qac - T o T AT



17,1597 953:35 Siedad
e el SULLULL DEFARIMENT CCMPLAINT IoR: f};,,:.“_.‘«———'
TO (SECTICN) oz e
RECEIVED BY AZ 5 .
DATE /é/'/&,/?é TIMT
' : V. ﬁ——
PHONZ < L:ALK~I}2”)
- ;—-‘7\ P Sﬁ S T o LS
NAME OF "‘OMZP._A_..\"I‘AI\T"‘ J LrEie LHAE ~ S 7‘9 - )
" ACDRESS: ,—/vzp / é)’u AL AT éﬂ/,/ L T N
TOWN : /—7/\":??//‘6 /Z/i?ﬁb FHOND: S Fo — /Do e o

5D Semiseds 2LUD
NAME OF VIOLATOR: ///’f?f@/ﬁ@é &? EXTE e, A sy

ALDEESS OF yrolaror:  AAHE fPTE I /4% /4/5 LA TE b /
DN (IR [SH@”W 2 TID - Frad R0 *B“'“/f—i«fﬂfc'{-_/
DESCRIPTION OF VIOLATION: Méf/ﬁ LD/,’?’//K X T fg/&_y//d
.Bc-/ff/ff LrSEED Fae (S Deerllios D 7aEr Cwrs o

T S L s P ke ] ) @/ /%}f;@
D Baen Didis Slir  S7 35370

/ f@é’m&aa@% EATT A rW/f” ,éffdéx,a/'fzi&fr }
/_‘\

\___ 'f
- fy% S /%,;:;,_/

CONZITIONAL REPORT (CPENMED CASE§):

INSPZCTOR SUPERVISOR
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ATSLTALSST O A3 33 SRS 43nd e 0 O e e i
New York State Deperiment of Envirenment ral Conservation

Building 40 - SUNY, Stony 8 sk, New York 11790-2356
Telepnana: {516) &8-5- OS;S
Facsimile: [536) 244-0231

Johrn P, Cahiil
Actng Commissianear

Mr. Vinece Ferdicd

Assistant Superisor of Inspection Sarires
Tewn of Hemosiead Building Depariment
I Washirgion Sz_

Hempst ead, NY

As per our leiephone conversation yasterday, this lemer 1s 1o

going tarough the former NYU Lebs buding at 425 Merrick Avenue Westhurny,
As part of the proposed Interim Rem edial Measurs (IRMY, the consuitng firm of

Ceraghty & Nﬁ.;c; Inc. will conduct a survey of the Suiiding on site to determine the preseace of
any floor drzins, ‘DOI“nLdﬂV hazardeus mareriais, unknown supply wells, etc. They will be
monitoring the air and bave sll epprepriate perscnal i protective eguipment they need for this
SUTVEY.

If vou have any qUESIIons oF Wani 1o o vedipace 2 site visin coaract Girish Desat at 284

'
P

[
]
i

Jir,f'l L . /,q’i,(.’/
skyv, EPSD Y
i & Hazardous Matenals

cT. G. Deszl, DER



bee:  Conumissioner
R.Cowen
M. O Toele
1. Becherer
[2. Marino
G Desa

K. Rusmko

9793399
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June 1§, 10497

Ny John P Cahell
Actine Commissioner
New York State Department ol

.
Environmeertal Conservaton o
Fxecntves Qfices SO
i
Soutn Waoll Road L
; : - e
Albary, New York 12253 ;

year Commissioner Calol

[am writing in regerd (o the stats of a huilding focated at 425 Merrick Avenue, Fas:
Meadow, Lone [sland. New York, The focation is the former heme o v New York Universiy
laboratory and is now abandoned.  The building is dilapidazed and the property 1S OVerarown

with vegetation and strevwn with debris,

nding that the New Yok Sml-: Diepartment of Environmental
N ()‘i Inac:sive Hlazardous Waste

[tis my LmderSI-’
Conservation {NYSDEC) has listed ths location on s Rewsin

Sies (51T = i-F}\J}H} S desiznanon tha
demolish the strecture untla surves and inapection are compieted o determine the devree of

1 does Imldl!n‘\ the town, or the current awner, w

contamination snd assess the area’s clean-ip needs

oot <o resolve this matier

Stnee early 1990, g Tovwn of Heinpsiead has
with the NYSDEC 10 no wval in numerous fetiers and phone calls. ofticials fron the own's

Beildine Department have tried, unsuccessiully to set the NAYSDUC sonspect the site :m-;i
provide the necessary vuldance and leadership smplement aclearap ptan and aifow the town

o demoehish the stractere.

Additionative it s my understanding that during these communications. the WY SO
originally aereed o site visitand then tacked out pr‘nrturrinsﬁ thata private contractor complete
the review, o review which =ul) has not taken phlcc. These delave are only dLh ny o the

aonovance of the Jocal commuritv. and hampering the own s ot o be TeSPOnSIve,

v addiion s close proximity we a residentiol

e oaware
doenl o Pisenhower Pars and Mitehell Field. avees that will be hosting

You shoull o

copaniy, the sie is ad)
maor events lTor the 1998 Goodwitl Games. Certzinle vou would soree that this wvesore



MroJohn 2o Cahit
Jure 18, 1907

frace 2
i< 1200 only a blicht o the community. butwould be a sad representation o the world of toe
conditions on Leng Island and in the State of New Yorx.

Nr. Cahill the clean-up and removal of this building inlong overdue and. therefore. [ am
requesting that vou and vour stati at the NYSDEC act quickhy and decisively to help us in

resolvine this matter for the hetterment of the community,

ook fomward o vour prompt response and o a quick resou m 5 his matte

/?
Sincedeiv.
I ya ¥

/ (Tl\[(l() RY/P.PETERSON
Supervisor
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