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October 9, 2009 

Project 6238 

Ms. Tara L. Diaz 
Project Manager, Bureau of Eastern Remedial Action 
Division of Environmental Remediation, 11th Floor 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
625 Broadway 
Albany, New York 12233-7015 

  
Re: OU-1 Remediation Program: September 2009 Subsurface Soils Investigation 

Breeze-Eastern Corporation Glen Head Site 
Site Number 1-30-101 
Order on Consent Index # W1-0913-02-02 
 

Dear 
  

Ms. Diaz: 

On behalf of Breeze-Eastern Corporation (formerly TransTechnology Corporation), AMEC 
Geomatrix, Inc. (AMEC) is pleased to present the results of the subsurface soils sampling 
conducted in August 2009 in support of the upcoming Operable Unit 1 (OU-1) remediation.   

BACKGROUND 
The remediation of OU-1 entails excavation of soil which has been found to contain 
constituent concentrations above the project soil cleanup objectives as defined in the 
Remedial Design/Remedial Action Work Plan (RD/RA Work Plan) dated June 2007 and 
approved by NYSDEC letter dated July 10, 2007.  Areas requiring excavation are shown on 
Figure 1. 

Trichloroethene (TCE) and other Volatile Organic chemicals (VOCs) are chemicals of 
concern for remediation of OU-1.  As previously reported to NYSDEC, elevated VOC levels 
have been found in post excavation samples approximately 10 feet below existing grade in 
the southern portion of the excavation along the east side of the property (i.e., the area near 
the most impacted leaching pools).  The contamination appears to be associated with a 
rectangular concrete basin (approximately 5 feet by 3 feet by 2 feet) which was apparently 
covered by fill when the area was brought to the existing grade.  The concrete structure was 
removed during the excavation.  Its former location is shown approximately on Figure 2.  
Approximately 10 feet of soil was excavated at this location.  As indicated above, VOCs 
were present at elevated levels above the site soil cleanup objectives in samples obtained 
from the base of the excavation.  Due to the proximity to the railroad tracks and the live 
underground gas line, the excavation could not proceed deeper without stabilization 
measures (including potential involvement of the Long Island Railroad). 
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NYSDEC and Breeze-Eastern determined that a Geoprobe investigation would be 
conducted to sample soils for VOC analyses with the objective of determining the areal 
extent and depth of this contamination.  The results of this investigation are presented 
herein. 

WORK PERFORMED 
The Geoprobe investigation utilized the soil sampling procedures as presented in the RI 
Work Plan.  The Study Area is shown on Figure 2.  Samples were field screened with a PID, 
and selected samples were submitted to the contracted analytical laboratory for analysis of 
volatile organic chemicals (VOCs) using USEPA Method 8260.  VOC analyses were 
conducted by American Analytical Laboratories of Farmingdale, New York. 

RESULTS 
The analytical laboratory report is attached in its entirety (Attachment 1).  Results are 
summarized below.   

Figure 3 presents a map showing major VOC detections in the soil samples submitted for 
laboratory analysis.  Methylene chloride was detected at similar concentrations in all 
samples, including the method blank, at concentrations below the site soil cleanup objective 
of 0.05 mg/kg.  It appears the methylene chloride detections are associated with laboratory 
contamination and this chemical is not considered to be detected in the discussion that 
follows. 

Only one sample (boring B-5 at a depth of 16 feet) exceeded site soil cleanup objectives.  
As shown on Figure 3, boring B-5 was drilled directly on the former location of the concrete 
basin.  The sample collected from boring B-5 at a depth of 20 feet was non-detect for all 
VOCs.  No other samples exhibited results exceeding the site soil cleanup objectives. 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
The results of this subsurface investigation indicate the VOC presence in soils beneath the 
former concrete structure exceed site cleanup objectives to a depth of between 16 and 20 
feet.  The results also indicate the VOC presence is not areally widespread.  The volume of 
impacted soil to be excavated, assuming the contamination extends half the distance to the 
adjacent unimpacted soil borings would be less than approximately 500 cubic yards.  It is 
feasible to excavate this soil.  However, this will require decommissioning of the gas line 
mentioned above.  

It will therefore be most efficient to conduct this excavation work in conjunction with building 
demolition and post-demolition investigation of soils beneath the existing building footprint 
(as required by the Site Management Plan).  Breeze-Eastern is pursuing plans to demolish 
the site buildings with the proposed site developers and the local authorities.  In the interim, 
the remainder of the OU-1 remediation will be completed. 
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If you have any questions concerning this letter or any other aspect of this project, please 
do not hesitate to contact the undersigned at (716) 565-0624 or Mr. Art Zottola at Breeze-
Eastern Corporation (908) 688-2440 (Extension 4921). 

Sincerely yours, 
AMEC Geomatrix, Inc. 

 
Kelly R. McIntosh, Ph.D., P.E. 
Principal Engineer 
 
cc: G. Harvey (BEC) 
 A. Zottola (BEC) 
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