= Sy

Interest Research Group on April 6.

WASTELAND—Lawrence Aviation in Port Jefferson Station was one of three
Superfund sites due to be visited by the ‘Toxic Tour, led by the New York Public

By Amy Basta

- ‘ ad Neighbor of the Year”
; awards were to have been

issued to several once-pollut-

ng companies this past Saturday, April 6,
35 the New York Public Interest Research
oup led residents and officials on what
hey called a “Toxic Tour” of some of Suf-
lk’s Superfund sites.

* With Representative Steve Israel (D-
Jay Shore) and county Legislator Vivian
iloria Fisher (D-East Setauket) in tow,
[YPIRG representatives were scheduled
p visit Lawrence Aviation Industries in
ort Jefferson Station, Glaro, Inc. in
auppauge and the Huntington Town

nvironmentalists

uperfund Program Still Bankrupt

Landfill in East Northport to call atten-
tion to the fact that these and 55 other
Superfund sites in Suflolk are in desper-
ate need of cleanup.

The state Superfund program, which
identifies and remedies inactive haz-
ardous waste disposal sites that threaten
public health or the environment, has
been bankrupt since April 2001. Funded
by the 1986 Environmental Quality Bond
Act, the program saw all of its money
either spent or obligated by March 31 of
last year. There are almost 800 Superfund
sites in need of funding across the state,
according to the Department of Environ-
mental Conservation, and approximately

SEE Page 10
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‘Toxic Tour’...
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20 additional sites are identified each
year. But with the money gone, “Pretty
much nothing has gone on with these
sites ... they have been stranded,” said
NYPIRG environmental associate
Edward Vale.

Of the 58 Superfund sites in Suffolk
County, 40 are listed as class 2, meaning
they pose a “significant threat to the pub-
lic health or environment.” In fact, “The
Island is in a pretty dire state, both in
Nassau and in Suffolk,” Sarah Meyland,
executive director of Citizens Campaign
for the Environment, said. “In Nassau,
there is a Superfund site that has already
contaminated 17 public water supply
wells in five water districts.”

“Cleaning up waste sites is an issue
of public health,” Israel stated. “We have
a responsibility to clean these sites for
the health and safety of Long Island chil-
dren and for the well-being of our econo-
my. I am working on the federal level to
provide adequate resources for Super-
fund waste cleanup.”

There are officials working on the
state level, as well. Governor George
Pataki-introduced @ bill last year to
address the Superfund dilemma, as did
state Senator Kenneth LaValle (R-
Selden) and Assemblyman Alexander
Grannis (D-Manhattan). But Pataki’s bill
is not sitting well with many environ-
mentalists, who are voicing support for
the LaValle-Grannis bill and accusing the
governor of trying to weaken cleanup
standards.

“The governor’s bill eliminates the
pre-disposal cleanup goal of Superfund,”
reads a NYPIRG report. Pataki’s legisla-
tion “proposes to spend $138 million
annually for three cleanup programs,
including Superfund. This proposal splits
the cost of the program evenly between
industry fees and the general fund.
Approximately $80 million per year will
be spent on Superfund. That level will

lead to a 20-year timeline to clean up all -

known sites.”

“Opponents have been erroneously
characterizing what the governor’s bill
does,” responded DEC spokesperson Jen-~
nifer Meicht. “In reality, the governor’s
bill maintains the ‘polluter pays’ philoso-
phy”

“Our division did come out in support
of the Grannis bill,” said Wayne Bayer, a
member of the Public Employees Federa-
tion Environmental Conservation union.
division 169. “The primary reason we
support this bill is because of the funding
mechanism that calls for a greater per-
centace of the fundine ta come fram {ees

and private industry.”

“This is set up as what we think is
the best possible bill that could pass,” said
Grannis’s legislative aide, Mike Lenane.
The governor’s bill, he noted, would rely
more heavily on taxpayers’ money.

“Superfund sites must be cleaned up
and the polluters must pay their fair
share for the damage they have done,”
LaValle stated.

“The Grannis-LaValle proposal will
generate approximately $277 million
annually for Superfund, with industry
fees covering 75% of the cost [of cleanup]
and the general fund covering the rest,”
according to NYPIRG. This legislation
“will fully fund the Superfund to clean up
all known sites in a 10-year timeline.”

“We haven’t taken an official position
on anybody’s legislation,” said Meyland.
“The current program is not working on
Long Island and we want that addressed
by everybody.” The activist is primarily
concerned with the effect these contami-
nated sites have on Long Island’s ground-
water; once the toxins leak into the
groundwater, the affected area grows,
and, “If it’s a very large contamination
scenario, they just throw up their hands
and say, ‘Well, this is way too large to
clean up,” she asserted.

“We have groundwater that will be
affected as [toxinsg] work their way
through the soil,” Fisher agreed. “It also
works its way into the Port Jeff Harbor.”

Fisher expressed concern over the
Superfund sites in Suffolk, particularly
Lawrence Aviation, where the company
once manufactured titanium sheet metal
for planes. Vale said the site is so contam-
inated, it was “bumped up to the national
Superfund list.” Surrounded by residen-
tial communities, the site contains
“known discharges” of various chemicals
and “private wells, ponds, creeks and the
groundwater have been contaminated
with lead, trichloroethylene and tetra-
chloroethylene,” according to the DEC.

“We need to keep the pressure on to
have it cleaned up,” said Fisher, especial-
ly since Maryhaven Center of Hope is
proposing to build senior housing nearby.

“The site that’s in question is not a
Superfund site,” Maryhaven CEO Louis
Grossman said of where the complex
would go. “This piece of property has
never, ever been listed.”

Still, Fisher and NYPIRG represen-
tatives are alarmed, and spent Saturday
trying to educate people about Lawrence
Aviation and other contaminated county
land. “I applaud NYPIRG for taking a
leadership role, and that's why I'm par-
ticipating,” said Fisher.

Residents may obtain information
about Superfund sites in their area by
vigitine Www NVDITre Ors
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. over a substantial loss of dolkars.
"~ McNamara” mﬁﬁ:ﬂﬂ.ﬁamsanﬂ
companies arz being soid — but not
. before defit theft removes large -
*: windows and plumbing fixtures from
- Envﬁ...- sites, according 0 a
close to the case.
*r McNamara’s arrest fast Apn,
?&?ﬁ Dinapoli of the Price
Waterhouse Brokerage Company was
put iny charge of liquidating that car
draler /developer’s assets.
Cetaptrolier Layra Southard of the
Route 347 Realty Company and
comptroller Gail Hummel of
McNamara Pontiac are working with
. Dinapoli {reportedly after being
granted immunity by federal
authorities investigaling the skein of
problems ancovered in the
McNamara case) .
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wasreclassified asa m..mu:mx ant t) 1 located on Sluep Pasture Road  on-sit it 1] Ot pertainto-
the public health orem nent, there i PoitJeffersonStation, had previously  the phunwe of ¢ atxon wihach the
was no commohon _._,_.....w . ) wod as 2a — asile about which ¥ County
that was because the Department of 1) i had only nadequate o epartment 1 Services have
Environmental Consevvahon did lata 10 assign & hazardous  traced from Sie rore Road north
nohfy them of the reclassific waste sube raning. Sul, in April of 1992, o | ferson §iarbor A DEC

Now, however, d the DeC reclassitied LAL 1n the pokesman s tudy of lhat plhame
comnohion is builds ] “aemficant threat” ﬂ.,_..rma...«m_.:.ﬁ wrill bey AN SO0 with remedhatbon 0
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drum removal was o mpeeted in 1991 nifk it was very m‘;,jr,::.m,:m:w. figate that cow \

MONIOTINE W
Al]l have been
ond and 2 oreek

Private wells and 2
[downstream from
contamminaled. ~ A §

of the DEC.
e
adds, “"The DEC A

mspecton last

Th.ree 4 ﬁs\ﬁ\ 2

L ,,\.,. M\G_Wu

s ool m.q_..ﬁng

TOrseveTal y

1id their annual e : .
week and gaveusa clean Condmued an pani
Heg If~bas



———— 3 ——— e,
FEE © c
IR S _.EE B4 93 llv_]L_l.,,,J,;” "'N o
: N i

| of Ophthalmology

g by the small incislon,
on technique with

1t operations performed

mﬁ
s teach by the numbers,
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school system that reflacts your value

/e have Lo say could be invaluable

m Regional School
ort Jefferson, NY 11777
e-Kindergarten, Kindergarten
E: Feb. 2nd & 3rd, 8:10:30 am

September 1993 Entry: - 9-11 am
(A - L} » Wednesdoy, Feb. 10th, 1993 (A . )

dawtk Paetriy, Port JeMueson; 8o James Pk, Beunulon
y Sound Houet; St Geeard Mupclla Varis

re information: 473-1

1 ars o lln
. Tersynillo

and zunmgappe&lshuards who recelved
bribes, according to McNamara. He
said additional bribes went to megbers
of Brookhaven's highway deparEent
and to mermebors of the Village c¥ort
Jefferson’s planning board. In some
instances, McNamara stated, he paid
$200,000 in cash to single individuals as
“part of the way busincss was done.”
Once the US Attorney’s office started
questioning McNamara, its officlais

Lawrence Aviation

Continued from page one

moving north (“downstream”) toward
Long Island Sound from Sheep Pasture
Road have set residents to multering
about the nearby LA[ and the work
done there since 1950.

Data from the DEC's Divisi
HazardousWaste
decades of flucrides,
acids, and halogen

an of
Remediationcitestwo
siticiges, caustlc
ated solvents being
dumped In cesspools and
Lawrence

Lawrence produces tliar

agoons al

Urm shect

mtal for use waviationindustry —
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".’M.":i'-\ﬁ! Rl ,lr-'_‘_.'-'.\, rogis.ant (o

~ I3 s s= va Ledn il
Grrosion. itis used in makld g Stouiar

e

allo ,;f-.-l',-t engines. (Coher

all metallic. W

-

he report
disposed ofalthe ¢
Tn..F, acids, metal waste, halogenated
solvents, by acid.
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waldr and grouncawaler (al
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caon’ l work wi

thacids.”)
status hazardous wastc
(eircluge: fuorides
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Suriace
180 lect
ncaffeciod,
Bul Cakon notes, "Wehaveourown
well on our properly - - which hasbeen

-1 [ 1% 4 11 I st
testod and found total And Ihe

frofluoric

N I,'\':w.g\"i un "'\L'-

QuURQ o

Yy CICAN,

health departmoent hasalso drilled a test
vv‘icmt it property and that has been
found l"xvl*f'y'l".-‘."l '

b-'l‘ﬂ: ort continues, “Groundwater

contaminated with volatile organic

compounds potentialiy threatens any
private well users not cutinected o the
available public supply. A Sulfolk
County Water Authority public

e B
i e —

thn gem of McNamara' $ holdm s

Bui not every parcel of McNamara
land can be sold at onceand while some
properties are unoccupled, the
previously mentloned thefis have'

R R

accurred, Asa night watchman putit, |

60 windows were stolen, one by one.

A source familiar with the disposal of
McNamara properties and assets
estimates that the liquidation will be
finished by May.

wellfield, located one mile down
gradient, {s currently being monitorec
monthly (as}a pre-caution......the Health
Department continues to monitor
contaminated groundwaters.”
Legislator '\lo-a Bredes (D5

drogk) states, "v‘lanycfm)cr.ns.n._
are fearful that the owner of Lawren e
Avialion 1d astries may atiempt ‘0
regotiate a seitloment [with the DEC]
without the t.nrm.etion of a full-slie
astossment ircluding sofl {osts,
groundwater testing onand off site, and
a comprehensive investigation of
putenual realth hazards,”

Steven Englebright (D-
otaukal) says, “i'm going to be
communicaling dirgctly wiin the [DECH
cornmissioner, askl Ing him 1o look into
the questions of why his a*‘!‘.r} is
moving ~ly  with what (s
a matter of potentinl harm lo
e residents of this area — and why the

1om f
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loeal .!._tL' lators kave Apt Boen bricfed.”
Cohen says th ﬂ;rcsfomdal'sbac.ctu
the DECS Mhase One siudy (n 1980, "]

gucisiniheap ""ior' of Now York State,

¢ the muterjale were hazardous. At hat
# time, the state was .mcure whether any

of thatmterial may have contaminted

e grovndwater; Weatd in the Process
of doir plhese Two now. | would say it
will be complatz within 8ix monthi,”

in 1989, Cohen sought subdly sion
approvai for his 44 acre-site from
Brookhaven i order to built 100 o 150
iniums. Thal request was
Coren says. “Right nov, we
nition of pursuing tt.”
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Vil

e mulls bond for M0b11

| Publu mformatzon meermg on September 8"

BY C.M. DAVIS-WIEBELT *
lans are maving shead for the propated financs
ing of the Village of Pan Jeffersan's purchase

¢ BT of the Mol property The trusiees heard from

l,' " pond counsel and a-financiol planner ar'their
i Monday business meeting, Rabert ¥ Smith of Hawkins,
1 Delafield & Wood, un sttomey specializing in municls
tpal bonding: outlined the pracedure the villags must
follaw to purstie o bond, Board members wranslared his
| guldanee inlo & umeline for the pulilic process that will,
Lhcy hope, culminate in the village purchnsmg Lhe prop=

o+ ¢ty by Mobil's Duember 1 deadline, -
. The firsr siep is an informatlonal meeting on
:{ Seprember 8 so the public can ask questions, The board
iy then ser Seplember'15 as the date to adopl an autheriz-.
kng resolution 10 proceed with a publle.referendum. A
sumninary of the resolution’ will be published in the
z | paper and residents will have 20 days lo comment, The
village cannet lake ony acilon belore the end of this
camment period The referendum is st for Octaber 6th.,
! This limellne allows just enough time far ihe vil+'
| lage do'walk awny from the deal should the referen-
| dum be defeated, But the wvstees are hopeful that this
\ ,wm not be necessary and thas they will be able
-+ nuthorize Smith.and Ropert F Sikara, president of
Munistal Seérvices, Inc.,, the«financial gdvisor far the
-+ willage, 1o proceed with pn:paration of n pnckug.. far

"The board has not mada a final decision on the

ameunt la be bonded," said Strong, VIt is expecied (o © :

be In the neighborhend of 1,8 million 1o cover the

_purchaze price (of $1.7 milllon), bonding casts and

property cnhancements to muke the sité:more uger

friend]y.” The general .obligation band “wauld he ..
repald through a special property tox assessment (en-,
tatively estimated al this time to be $.80 pcr 5100 of

assessed valualion,

"Basically, we are ]ocklng for o 2(1—\'|:ar unu; paris
od. We will put cut one series of bonds at this Ume and
will ook [nio the availabilily of stite and federnl
money after receiving input (fom residents, comminees
and peaple from the village nbour exacrly what they
would like (0 see done an (he property, Passibly in two
ia three yeurs we will go baek far anather bond,"” said
. Sirong. The baard will méet with state elected olficials
" and deparimenial representatives on Sepiernber 3 at |
pm 16 diseuss funds available on the stte level.

Residenis will saon reeeivea sp:cm mailing on the
Seplember & meeling. The inistees plse plan 10 speak ta
¢ivic and community. graups about the propased band-
ing referendum to give residenis ample opparunily, 1o
understand the prapasal, There wes some concem resi-
. dents may fee] he board is msh_mg by keeping 1o thig
limeline. “Some may say, we're’ rushing, bur 1 (hink

on plan for
Lawrence

8Y E0 ROGEAS - ERLa
fler years 'of negouaﬂons. cum‘ImLs and
legally imposed delays,the ) New' York
‘Srare Deparunent of Conservarion is mov-
ing o come up with a. comprehenaive
clean-up plan for the Lawrence Avintian Indunnes
sits in Port Jefferson Station,. | P Ly
The digte has already hired an cnv‘ronrncn,tal con-
sulling fiem that has hegun working 1o ducrmm:_lmt
what the nature and extent of e"mmnmcntql pollution
exists on the site, if any. Lawrence Aviation has been
manulacturing metal products at i1 26- agre site; -0ff
Sheep ' Pasture Road since the .[550s, and 'aver lh:
years the fenced and galed slte has been the 5 uchc; or
repeated compluints by nsighbers . regardmg nm

- and po)luuon a5 welj a§ C‘o\mmment cl:anups and

mast of the peaple feel this is way lang overdug," snid * .-

"§600,000,1

‘investigations. R =
. At g public hearing on Thursday; the stare prehcnrﬂd

itg plan 1@ begin g compmhcnewe clednop/ ut thc sie.

“Over tima, the huuml\cep;nb standard.» et

Scharr tha DEC s [rojcct :ngmccr f’cr’ ttl I..awrcnca
site. Hifel” il hb;ﬂ\

"The firsl sl"p m h.: c]canup pmce emedi-
nl investigaticn,”

whiuh will “mssess” thc exlenr.‘:md
narwre of the. pallution on the site lhrpuhh so;! m}d
water tesling and available tecords,; hal work s
nlrendy being done by Camp Bresser and McKeée! Rn
‘envirgnmental consulting (irm lowted in Waodbary.
Following the remedial investigadon; o (sasibility -
§tudy will be done (o determine whathstcpa Lan be
most effectively and efficiently taken to'clean up the
shie and ta prodice a final cleanup p]an i
“We :zpact the! work .., {5 going"to cqst hoti
sald.Susan MCCUITHIC}\.. an"engi ith
. lhe DEC, According: to the, DEC‘nénschcdulc,'“Camp
" Dresser'and McKee, hes a Iready- bﬂg“hﬁ i prc imji-
hary mcamh and should begia 1'

public pmcmatmn by Tune;199
will begin an the feasibility a&l.ld}"po t
'lhc currcn ‘.hrnnup ac

See stories . -
on pages :

3,87 :
and C7.

sa]‘c on the bOnd marke: irustee Mark Lyon, GO ;
l - ' ".. ;
v = = i
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SER MCKEE

News-

DEC 1ans 1

C'omumed_frampau Lot kg

under the state's Superfund law, gm fts .

start bock in. 1992, when the site wos
Included In the sm(e's repiatry of inactive

. hezardous waste disposal sices: Based on

data  complled [o..past checkups,
Lawrence is listed an Lhe regisiey as
“Class 2" slte, which is defined as one
which presents o "significant threat to
human health” and requires state action
However, a representative- of the stte
depactment of healthtsald the site dosy
not present any immediate risk 1o local
residents. "Although he extznt of the on-
site cantamination has not yet been deter-
mined we do aa believe that communily -
expposura jz oceurving unlass peaple are

| lrespassing on the site, said John Qlm, a

Awgust 28, 1997

The Times Beacon Record
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public health sp:cia\ist lor the slate, -

Once Lawrenee was listed as a Class
2 sfie in 1992, {he state enwered into
negouatdons with the company, seeking
an agresmentin have Lawrence pay (or
a!l or sone of the cleanup, Howaver,
nfter (hree years af negotioting, fo ggrees
ment was reached, "We under_scate law
cannot spend taxpayer money untll we
Lry to gel Lhe responsible party to do e
clearup,” MeCormick said.

[nsteed, the state is now spending tax-
plyer money w clean up the slie wllh
funds [rom the. 1986 . Eavironmzntal
Quality Bord -Act. If the resuits of the
sinte remedisl Investigation. ind thit
Lawrenee was ac faul (b eausing pollu-
tion.on e slle, the state gan then seck

reimbursament [fam anmnc: thraugh’

legal actlon.

EST.1957

LARGE SCREEN'PROJECTION TV,

‘ SPECIALISTS opEN. 7 DAYS
- FALTORY AUTHORIZED BERVICE

SoNy. - JuNTREmE - QPONEER ProScan el @

*REPAIRS ON ALL MAKES*
TELEVISIONS ¢ VCR'S » STEREOS *» CAMCORDERS

ALL WORK DONE ON PREMISES * ANTENNAS INSTALLED & REPAIRED
« EXTENDED WARRANTEE CONTRACTS HONDRED -
: “JHOUSE CALLSIDUICENSED AND INSURED, 575
"FAGTORY E HN

One of the reasans lor the, failure of 1

negetlations is tha there has been n long

disngreement an the extent of the poflu-

tlon at Lawrence, and whether he plant
ie'respansible for pallutian that has been
found at localions away from the site.

Lawrence Aviotion ewner Gerald Coben
Seld that the siwdy will pur to rest much
af the cantraversy and vindicate his ¢one

‘ention thot the company has not been
po]lutlna on ‘and avound the site. !
T think that will all be resalved, We
‘welcome . the DEC's ln\'aatlgatmn
Cohen said.
emeunl of teating and wa fézl’ that the

‘regulis of the study will be hclpl’ul for'

‘bath us and the DEC™

One substantal palnl of uonu.n[lon
since 1992 ia the exient ta which pallu-
ton frow the site may have migraied Ing
the Villoge of Parl Jelfersan over the
years. A pond on Brook Road next (o the
Caroline Avenue bal! (ield (n lower Fort
Jeff was found to contajn elevated leva's
at triehlaroethylene (TCE), @ degreasing

solvent that s suspected of being a car-

cinogen, In-1993 end signs ware posled
warning of cantaminatlon in the water,
The masl recent tests indituted that TCE
i still present in the pond, ncearding to
Sy Rebbins of the councy health depar.
ment, Olm said that the eantuminution
signs would be gaing back op. ]

While the DEC , “believes - that
Lawrence may be the source of that,pal-
lutien, Cohen belicves the soures of the
pollution is in downtawn Port Je’rcrscm,
not his company.

ICIANS

Ttus messago bmught fct you

: wilh pride from 1" " s
TIMES*JBEACON’“RECORD

ewspapcrs :

“There's bicen an. :Mcnawc i

Part of the Remedinl 'Tavesugation. -
being done right naw will involve map-
ping (he groundwatér flaw: sround

Lawrence and getting @ morfe gceurnte,

picture aof just hew lar any patsnticl pol-
lutian may have travelled. Danald Cayle,
the chalrman of tha village Conservation

" Advieory Committer, snid he i¢ relieved

thal e stare 18 investing the funds 10 500
tle the question of where the pollution in
the pond s coming from, !

The (atest.investigaton at Lawrenes

caps almost two decndes nf‘vcnvircmmcni
tat aclions by various levels of govern-
ment and neighbars near the plant allege;

“the plant continwes 1p polldte thelr nelgh-

borhood afier 30 yenrs af complaints,
phone ¢alls and public meetings. -

The Luwrence site wis first investi-
gated haek in 1970 following complaints
by nearby progerty owners, In the years
since, the site has been the subject of
investipadons and cleanup efferts by an
alphaber soup af county, state and feder
al govarament agencics, In 1980, the
Suflelx Counzy Lepariment of Haaldy
Services (SCDHS) reguired Lawrence to
remove drumas of wesie material from the
property, some of witicls were suspecied
lo contain vadeus industrial falvents,
B¢ids, oils and degrensing agents,

In 1987, the federsl Environmental
Pratection Agency intervensd ot the stale's
request after private wells near the she were
found 1o be contaminaled with chloripaped
organic solvenis, AL that ime,
nearby homes with vrvale wells were
hoaked up 10 the Supatk County Water
Aulhority's public water lines,

Drums ~of waste material  were
removed from the shie again in 1991, this
time under (e supervision of.the New

York State Department of Environmental .
Conservation’s. Resapree “Corservation”

and Revovery Aat (RCRA),

. Residents whe llve aear [hv.- slxc, luw.' i

T.ocal man '
Continuad from page 3
Internet and ALS bulletln boards, hat
therc ore over 100 people in Suflalk
Counly who have ALS,

JHis involvement s nat limited ta
cyhuamw "I esuified before the FDA
on & new drug opplication for a new
trentment for ALS 1 da n loL of ‘patient
counseling,” lending an.ear 10 peopla
wha have been recently. diagnased with
ALS," spid Pendergast He Wwas ‘even
instwumental “in having Suffalk County
designate this past May 2z ALS manth,

1 Pu:ndcr'gasx Is happy o speak our for

x

Comsewogue

Continued from page § eh*

“i A new, larger band room will be in”
use ot the high school. The. incrensed
size will cosily acsommodale the' now
marching bund The roam hos o rear exji,
providing easy access 1o the athletic
ticlds, The room will alsa function as o
minl thealer and some 1997-1998 pra-
ductions are planned,

+ The new high school stadium press -
*hox will be in place for the opening of

schiaol, Addlional portable , bleachers
hive also been purchased lar use ot the
high schon! and middle school athletic
lields, The bleachers in the IFK gym:
h’m been repaired and refnlsh:.d

} L

o nymber of -

. fisld fins been been r:bmded

R
ever, have grnwn weary of‘ h:urmg nbout
more sludies and Sleanup efforts, point-
[ng oue that thelrstruggle with Lawrence
ras gone on far plmogt SQ years with lit-
tle sucenss. They tell storics gmng'bm:k
20 and 30 years about the gtranpge sights,
sounds and smells that have been coming
fram the Lawmncq sntc ford lung Bs lh:}
lave lived aearit. . .

. One resident whe hv:s ulong ke
snuth:.m edze of the. site — which runs
along the -neighborhoqds.off (Otd Past
Road in the urea of Ward Melyills High

/ Sehoa! — sald zha; nelghbors hove

,  grawn gecusiemed

10, srrange Qecur-
renees over the years. .,
“They uied ro ﬂood thc nc!ghbcrhmd
with what we used, 1a c.\ll the Yellow
Fog,' " e sald.during an |rLthrvncw it his
home on Friday., ) ry:

A fine yellow dust, wmultmcs more
arange .in colar, wiyld. uccusmnall)
descend on the ng:xghborhood cavering
homes and -cars- and. sta_;ning .clothing,
The yel'ow fog has stopped, hut srrange
ameila contipue ta drift in paelddically.

"Now, lt's a. sweer small like air
freshener,” he eaid. He sald that just o
weeks ago, a light Eray ash fell from the
sky and coated cars in the neighborhoad.

Cohen neknowladped that there have
bacn [solatad jncidents aver the yeags but
§ 1id his company, had not dlaregarded the

~~d; of pearky rcsxdcnta weer s

We've wied - 10, be goudtncaghbo .
over.the years," he seid- ), - ...,

After: more.than 20 yenrs of Ihin,.,
next doot to Lawrence, tho!.}gn _t_hc_ resi-
Jen! aeid he finds it strange: that moce
government swdles are, needed (o find
our if there is poliutian on’the site con-
. Sldering whar nclght\ors sy sthey haye
witnessed dver the yearﬁ "“T'hu has been
gaing an for, hnw Iopg “And nomlngs

the MDA ""Ihey do_so much ﬁr ihe
neurolagically-impairdd - They' spend
approsimutely §5 million per.year ’1’
funding projects ap ALS alane." ;
The wlethan will air for 22 hovrs from
9 pm-on, August 21y thraugh, T jpm an
Seprember, | Dh ‘Wj\?v’Ol") Chi mnm g,
‘Pendergast ] intecyiew will afr an Monday
at 2:30 pm and 5 pm). The segment wos
filmed at a"numbe of $pots in Miller:
Place ‘including! he’Natth” Shore Litle
Leurvuc rielels where hs ann pleys ball.]

The physlcal: Lduc.uion'-lieallh and
ath'lcuc olfices have b:cn m,o',ui bhek 1o
the high'sehodl® altér 5id" years Ar the
middle schoal, This will pravide ﬂlCJlL1

-aceegs [or mare coucﬁ‘s and inerensed

slorage spaGe fm athletle” 'qam"n"ut A
nnll conlerence ared! wnl ayni ]uh]e J”or
ST meetings, . .7 o 1

All the [0eKers ot thet !'nh.cr\c Jx.huol
nave besn refinished, and 250 newllagk-
ers have Dbesn .Addcd to eliminate the
need o shace lockerk! The mnn!ng teack
at the high. school has L::.en resurlaced
‘and ncwly ‘painted."sTha ' boy's .m:ccr )

o

L

T
h
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DEC plans
on plan for
Lawrence

BY ED ROGERS
fter years of negotiations, conflicts and
legally imposed delays, the New York
State Department of Conservation is mov-
ing to come up with a comprehensive
clean-up plan for the Lawrence Aviation Industries
site in Port Jefferson Station.

The state has already hired an environmental con-
sulting firm that has begun working to determine just
what the nature and extent of environmental pollution
exists on the site, if any. Lawrence Aviation has been
manufacturing metal products at its 126-acre site off
Sheep Pasture Road since the 1950s, and over the
years the fenced and gated site has been the subject of
repeated complaints by neighbors regarding noise
and pollution, as well as government cleanups and
investigations.

At a public hearing on Thursday, the state presented
its plan to begin a comprehensive cleanup at the site.
“Over time, the housekeeping standards [at Lawrence]
were certainly not up to current standards,” said Steven
Scharf, the DEC’s project engineer for the Lawrence
site.

The first step in the cleanup process is a “remedi-
al investigation,” which will assess the extent and
nature of the pollution on the site through soil and
water testing and available records. That work is
already being done by Camp Dresser and McKee, an
environmental consulting firm located in Woodbury.

Following the remedial investigation, a feasibility
study will be done to determine what steps can be

most effectively and efficiently taken to clean up the

site and to produce a final cleanup plan.

“We expect the work ... is going to cost about
$600,000,” said Susan McCormick, an engineer with
the DEC. According to the DEC’s schedule, Camp
Dresser and McKee has already begun their prelimi-
nary research and should begin field investigations at
the site by mid-September and have a report ready for
public presentation by June 1998. At that point, work
will begin on the feasibility study portion of the project.

The current cleanup action, which is being funded

Continued on page 8
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