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INTRODUCTION

In April of 1990, the New York State of
Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC)
distributed a fact sheet and utilized additional
means, including a public meeting, to present
the Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study
(RI/FS) work plan for the Sheridan Waste Oil
inactive hazardous waste site. An RI/FS
determines the nature and extent of any
contamination associated with a site, identifies
clean-up alternatives, and recommends one of
them for implementation. Between April 1990
and mid-1992, the Department repeatedly
attempted to obtain permission from the site
owners to gain access to the site. Site access

was finally gained for a portion of the site and

RI/FS field work was performed from July
t992 - November 1992.

A second fact sheet was sent in August 1992
to update the community on the project status

This fact sheet contains previously presented
information on site background and history and
discusses the results of the field work and the
current status of the project.

The NYSDBC has lead responsibility for
RI/FS âcfivities at the Sheridan site. The
NYSÞEC Project Manager for this site is Ms
Sally Dewes. P.E.

'l'he consulting firm of ABB Environmentai
Serviees (ABB) (formerly E.C. .lordan
Cornpany) is assisting with the F.l/FS for the
Sherid¿¡n site.
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'l'ilc Sheridan Waste Oil site i:; locatcil irt
Medlorcl in the Town of Brookhaven. Suffblk
Countl,, h¡ew Ycllk (see attached rnap;. There
.$heridan Waste Oil Cornpally operated a waste

oil recycling facility. The site occupies an

area of approximately 3 acres between Peconic
Avenue to the north and Eileen Court to the

south. The area north of Peconic Avenue is

commercial or industrial, whereas the area

south of Peconic Avenue is primarily
residential. Most of the site is currently
cleared and was regraded in 1990.

The site and surrounding terrain are relatively
flat and no surface water drainage has been

observed on or adjacent to the site. The area

of investigation consists of one undeveloped lot
at lL4 Peconic Avenue and two developed lots
at 116 and 118 Peconic Avenue where surface
and subsurface tanks were used in oil
recycling, as well as downgradient areas that
may be impacted by contaminants from the
site.

SITE IIISTORY

The site was operated as a waste oil recycling
facility from 1979 to 1984. The Suffolk
County Deparfircnt of Health Services
(SCDFIS) wås contâcted on April 12, l982by
an employee of a fuel corporation who was

overcorne by fumes emiæed when a shipment
of solvent from Sheridan was mixed with
Number ? fuel oil. As a ræult of this
preliminary involvement, the SCDTIS
conducted a hydrologic investigation at the

Sheridan site to cletermine the impact of the

site operations on groundwater quality ancl

completed a report in July 1983. The SCDHS
was not able ttl determine the exact nature of
site operations: however. site operations
reportedly consisted of the collection an'J

storage of $'aste oil in both above grouncl anrJ

subsurf¿rce tanks* operation of a water
r'.,aporating unit, and the storage of acicl

products. 'lhe company was irlso reportcd to

have been operating r,vithout a permit,



As part of its hydrologic investigation, the

SCDHS drilled groundwater profile wells both
upgradient and downgradient of the site. The
Sheridan site is apparently the sole cause of on

site and downgradient groundwater
contamination. No organic compounds were
detected in the upgradient groundwater profile
wells and upgradient industries were inferred
not to be contributing to the degradation of
groundwater quality at the Sheridan site. No
organic compounds were detected in water
samples from four domestic wells located
south of the site on Eileen Court, Organic
compounds were detected above the drinking
water guidelines in all the downgradient
groundwater profile wells. As a result of the

SCDHS July 1983 report, the County Attorney
sucoeeded in obtaining a court order to close
down the Sheridan site operations.

A site inspection conducted on May 17, 1983

to aid in initiating litigation on the site by the

Attorney General revealed many areas of
surface spillage and discoloration. Soil
samples reportedly exhibited organic solvent
and petroleum contamination.

CUR,BPNT RI ACTI\TTIES

The first part of the site remediation process

is the RI, during which information is gathered

on the extent of contamination both on site and

off site. The field investigation was conducted
to eharacterize the hydrogeology, evaluate the

extent of the hazardous oontamination,
evaluate the paths of rnigration, and assess the

significant irazards of the site.

fhe fielcl investigatiot"l consisteci c"rf the

following açtivities:

cloor to dÕor surr,,e\ of resiclentiaì rvcll
()wr.ìers and potenti:rl grciunci*'atcr

use r:; ln thc vicinitt .

geoplr¡'sical sur\ e\

monitoring well installation &
sampling; and

risk assessment based on actual
contamination levels found.

All this information is presented and discussed

in full in the DRAFT RI Report, Volumes I
and II, dated May 1993. This document is
available at your local information repository.
The address of the repositories can be found
on page (3) of this fact sheet.

Various organic and inorganic compounds

were found in the soil on the site. Most of
these compounds are below concentrations that

could present adverse human health or
ecological effects.

All of this data is presented in detail in the

reports that are in your local information
repository.

The levels of contamination that were found
are less than expected. Monitoring wells were

installed on the site and further south of the

site as far south as Connelly Avenue. The
groundwater in these wells and other local
wells was sampled and analyzed for a large list
of compounds.

One well slightly exceeded the New York State

(NYS) groundwater stard¿rds for
tetrachloroethylene. This well, located in the

southwest corrÏer of the l<)t, w&9 the only
sarnplecl well that had any organic cornpound
at a level exceeding groundwater standards.

'I'he groundwater did exceed the grnundwilter
staudards for some metals in a number cf
cases. Iron, rnanganese, sodíurn, and zinc

standards were exceeded in many wells.
'T'hese ßxceeclances are not necessarily relatecl

íij site conta¡itination. For example, iron an,'l

rrìanganese Inay be due to the natural turbiclitr
o1'the wãter, s0clium may be due to roacl salt

anci z-inc ma1' be ctue to the well construction
of' donlesf ic wclls.

B
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soii r:;rs survcv

soil borings ancl santpling; '['he cloor to door resiclential survey irlcltlcled



160 private residences and the management of
a cluster housing development, Except for
four residences on Eileen Court, all drinking
water in the survey area is provided by the
local public utility, Suffolk County Water
Authority. As a public water supply, the

water quality must meet NYS Standards.

The most contamination was seen in the

southwest corner of the site downgradient from
the portion of the property that the Department
was unable to gain access to.

Due to this lack of access and because of the

limited amount of contamination found so far
on the eastern portion of the property, the

Department has temporarily suspended the RI
investigation until we can enter and investigate
the western portion of the site. The
Department is currently pursuing access to this
portion of the site via legal methods. The
Department will inform the public, via fact

sheet, when the RI investigation recommences

and moves to completion.

FUTURE ACTTVITIES

Upon completion of the RI report, NYSDEC
will conduct the Feasibilify Sfudy (FS). The
FS uses the results of the RI as the basis for
developing the most appropriate clean-up
alternatives for the site.

'Iechnologies applicable to the impacted medta

åt the site (soil or groundwater, for example)
will lre identified and assembied into remedial

alter¡ratives, which will be screened based on

effectiveness antl impern:entability.'Ihe
alternatives that remain will be evaluated in
eletail ergainst seven criteria inclulding overall
protection of human health, Iong-tefiTì
eftectiveness, anci cost. The alternafives ri'ill
be cclmpared to each other arld a ¡lreferled
¿llteinatile wiil be folmulatecl

r}UI}LTC TN TIMA'T[ON

,A citiz.eu ¡rarticipatit-rn ¡rlan (CPP) ltelpr tt,

ensure that the public is informecl and can

provide infonnation cluring the RI/FS. 'l-hc

CPP, along with the various technical
documents, are in the information repositories

at the following locations:

NYSDEC, Region I Offices
SUNY Campus, Building 40

Stony Brook, NY 11794

Patchogue-Medford Library
54-60 E. Main St.

Patchogue, NY 1t772

Town of Brookhaven
Rosemary Wiesner
Brookhaven Public
Information Office
32-33 Route 112

Medford, NY 11763

The Administrative Record is the official
compilation of documents, data reports, and

other information important to the status of
and decisions made relative to a Superfund

site. This information for the Sheridan site is

available for public viewing and copying at the

information repositories listed above.

OPPORTI.INITY FOR PUBLIC
PARTIEIPA'UQN

A public information meeting was held in
April 1990 to present ard discuss the Re¡nedial

tnvestigation/Feasibílity Stutly work plan.
Additionat avenues for pubiic review and

con¡fiìent correspond with later stages in the

R.I/FS process.

'l-he next major opportunity fbr public input
wiil be a public meeting to rliscuss the conterlts

of the Rf report. This is describecl in clctail in
the Citizen Participation Flan.

I
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FOR, FIJRTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT:

slpr50

Ms. Sally Dewes, P.E.
Project Manager
New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation
50 V/olf Road
Albany, NY 12233-7010
(s18) 457-3395

Dr. Joshua Epstein
Citizen Participation Spec.

New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation

State University of NY
Building 40
Stony Brook, NY 11794
(Sto +4a-92a9

Mr. Lloyd Wilson
New York State Department of Health
2 University Pl.
Albany, NY 12203
(sr8) 458-6305
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