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-DRAFT- 
 

PROJECT STATUS MEMORANDUM  NO. 05-07 

  
 

TO:  Pamela Tames, USEPA 
 

FROM:  Mark M. Goldberg, P.E.  

   Tunde H. Komuves-Sandor 
 

DATE:  July 24, 2007 
 

PROJECT: Rowe Industries Superfund Site 

Ground-Water Recovery and Treatment System 

May 2007 Status Report 

Sag Harbor, New York 
 

   

  LBG Engineering Services, P.C. (LBG) commenced operation of the ground-water 

remediation system at the above-referenced site on December 17, 2002.  This status report presents a 

summary of system performance, operation and maintenance, and monitoring activities for the site 

from May 1, 2007 through May 31, 2007.  The report includes a summary of system performance 

parameters, system operation parameters, analytical results for ground water, system effluent 

samples, and air quality results.  

 

 SUMMARY OF SYSTEM PERFORMANCE AND OPERATION 

(May 1, 2007 through May 31, 2007) 

 

1.  Hours of operation during the reporting period:     650 hours (87%) 

 

2.  Alarm conditions during the reporting period:     See Table 1 

 

3.  Was the SPDES VOC discharge permit criteria achieved:   yes, (Table 2) 

   

4.  Total volume of water pumped during the reporting period:   17,476,220 gal.  

  

5.  Was the system effluent flow below the SPDES limit of 1,023,000 gpd: yes, (Graph 1) 

 

6.  Mass of VOCs recovered during the reporting period:    1.1 pounds  

 

7.  Cumulative mass of VOCs recovered since startup on 12/17/02:  203.5 pounds 

 (calculations can be provided upon request) 

 

8.  Effluent VOC vapor concentration for the reporting period:   0.15 mg/m
3 
(Table 3) 

  

9.  Was the effluent VOC vapor emission rate below 0.022 lbs/hr.:   yes (0.00144 lbs/hr) 

 (calculations can be provided upon request) 
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GROUND-WATER RECOVERY SYSTEM STATUS SUMMARY 

 

The following table summarizes select recovery well parameters for the reporting period.  

Table 4 presents a summary of the quality results for water samples collected from recovery wells.  

Graph 2 presents PCE concentrations for each recovery well.  For wells with water quality that meets 

or is approaching remedial criteria, Graph 3 presents PCE concentrations at an expanded scale in 

order to compare them to the PCE aquifer restoration concentration of  5 ug/L.  Laboratory analytical 

reports are included as Appendix I. 

 

Well  
Volume pumped 

(gal) 

Average Flow 

(gpm) 

Lowest Measured 

Flow (gpm)* 

Total VOC 

Concentration (µµµµg/L) 

VOC 

Recovery (lbs) 
 

RW-2 974,850 27 13 26.0 0.21 

 
RW-3**  359,567 8 10 0 0 

 
RW-4** 802,518 21 10 11 0.07 

 
RW-5 2,272,779 50 50 0 0 

 
RW-6 568,201 15 15 38.7 0.18 

 
RW-7** 3,257,107 70 69 24.3 0.66 

 
RW-8 1,891,434 55 41 0 0 

 
RW-9 2,842,716 72 16 0 0 

*Lowest measured flows are based on the lowest average 24-hour pumping rates for each well recorded to date. 

** The RW-3, RW-4 and RW-7 flow meters were not functioning properly for part of the month so the total volume pumped was calculated using the 

flow totalizer when it was working and using the product of the average flow and the hours of operation when the flow totalizer was malfunctioning.   

  

  Based on the results of the updated ground-water model for the site, the plume is not 

migrating beyond the influence of the FSP&T system if the recovery well pumps operate at or above 

the “Lowest Measured Flows”.  The average monthly pumping rates for all recovery wells except 

RW-3 are at or above the “Lowest Measured Flows”.  Recovery well RW-3 had an average monthly 

flow below its “Lowest Measured Flow”; however, recent ground-water modeling suggests that the 

plume does not migrate beyond the influence of the FSP&T system when RW-3 is not operating.  

The updated ground-water model is discussed in the 2006 Annual Report for the site.    

 

  Recovery Well rehabilitation was initiated on May 21, 2007, RW-2 was rehabilitated from 

May  21
st
 through May 25

th
, RW-8 rehabilitation began on May 29

th
.  Details of the 2007 recovery 

well rehabilitation will be discussed in an appendix of the 2007 Annual Report.  

 

  The effluent pH of the treated water from the FSP&T system is within the acceptable State 

Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) criteria for the site as shown in Table 2.     
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BAG FILTER STATUS 

 

  The following table presents an operational summary of the bag filter usage and 

configuration for the reporting period. 

 

 
Dates Bank 1 Bank 2 Bank 3 

May 1 to 31 7 of 8 housings used with 

400 micron bag filters 

7 of 8 housings used with 

400 micron bag filters 

Not active 

 

  No modifications were made to the filter bank configuration or operation during this 

reporting period.       

 

 

OTHER O&M ACTIVITIES AND FUTURE O&M ACTIVITIES 

 

 

Other O&M activities conducted in May 2007 include: 

 

• On May 1, 2007, unusual (grinding) noises were heard from the TP1B transfer pump, the 

pump was lubricated, which reduced the noise.  A service call was placed to a pump 

technician.  

• On May 10, 2007, water was evacuated from the drip trays beneath the bag filters, and the 

transmitter board for the malfunctioning onsite combined flow meter located in the 

FSP&T system was replaced.  

• On May 15, 2007, switched lead influent transfer pump from TP1B to TP1A after the 

grinding noise resumed. 

• On May 16, 2007, the RW-4 flow meter was not recording a flow and initial 

troubleshooting indicated potential clogging of the flow meter; a full flow meter 

inspection and cleaning will be completed during upcoming well rehabilitation activities.  

• On May 21, 2007, RW-2 was turned off for recovery well rehabilitation. 

• On May 25, 2007, RW-2 well rehabilitation completed, RW-2 was restarted.  

• On May 29, 2007, RW-8 was turned off for recovery well rehabilitation.  

• On May 30, 2007, transfer pumps TP-1A, 1B, 2A and 2B were diagnosed by a pump 

technician and follow-up repairs are required.   

 

Future O&M activities scheduled for the summer of 2007 include: 

 

• Troubleshoot the air stripper blower flow meter;  

• Troubleshoot the onsite combined flow meter; 

• Replace pump motors for TP-1A and TP1B and conduct follow-up evaluation to 

determine if transfer pump TP-2B can be repaired or requires replacement; 

• Conduct cove and piezometer monitoring; 

• Clean the RW-4 flow meter during next scheduled well rehabilitation; 
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• Continue recovery well rehabilitation and below grade/building pipe cleaning; clean  

equalization tank, transfer tank and the air stripper tower sump following well 

rehabilitation activities.  
 

MMG:nv 

Attachments 

cc:  Jeff Srulovitz - Kraft Foods Global, Inc. - .pdf  

  Lisa Krogman, Environ – .pdf 

  Jeff Trad, NYSDEC – .pdf 

  Chief-Operation Maintenance and Support Section, NYSDEC – .pdf    

  William Spitz, RWM, R-1, NYSDEC  

  Garrett W. Swensen Jr., Esq., Town of Southampton 



TABLES 



TABLE 1

GROUND-WATER REMEDIAL ACTION

ROWE INDUSTRIES SUPERFUND SITE

SAG HARBOR, NEW YORK

MAINTENANCE LOG

(May 1, 2007 through May 31, 2007)

Date Time System Changes/Modifications Personnel

Changed multi-bag filter bags (400 µm) in banks 1 and 2 seven of eight housings used. 

Banks 1 and 2 left open. Bank 3 closed.
EF

12:08 PM
Bag Filter 2 High Pressure Warning, system remains on.  Bag filters will be cleaned 

following well rehabilitation activities.

Transfer pump TP1B making grinding noises. Lubricating pump reduced noise and 

scheduled a service call with a pump technician to inspect TP-1B.
EF/MG

12:32 PM Communication failure alarm; system shut down

5/4/2007 7:36 PM
Bag Filter 2 High Pressure Warning, system remains on. Bag filters will be cleaned 

following well rehabilitation activities.

Changed multi-bag filter bags (400 µm) in banks 1 and 2 seven of eight housings used. 

Banks 1 and 2 left open. Bank 3 closed.
EF

Evacuated water from drip trays beneath bag filter housings. EF

Replaced on site combined flow meter transmitter board. EF

Reset bag filter 2 high pressure warning. EF

Changed multi-bag filter bags (400 µm) in banks 1 and 2 seven of eight housings used. 

Banks 1 and 2 left open. Bank 3 closed.
EF

TP-1B continues to make grinding noises, switched lead pump from TP1B to TP1A 

until TP-1B can be addressed. Scheduled pump technician to inspect pumps at the end 

of the month.

EF

6:26 AM Communication failure; system shutdown.

No flow recorded from RW-4 flow meter; initial troubleshooting of flow meter 

indicates a potential obstruction in the flow meter.  Follow-up investigation to 

dismantle RW-4 flow meter is planned to see if there is an obstruction.   

MG

3:12 PM Reset alarms and restart system. MG

5/21/2007 10:17 AM RW-2 Turned off for well rehabilitation. TS

5/23/2007
Changed multi-bag filter bags (400 µm) in banks 1 and 2 seven of eight housings used. 

Banks 1 and 2 left open. Bank 3 closed.
EF

5/24/2007 10:58 AM

Control room temperature alarm and RW-3, RW-4, RW-5, RW-6 and RW-8 pump 

fault alarms caused by a temporary power surge. Alarms were reset, computer 

rebooted and system restarted.

PW

5/25/2007 8:42 AM RW-2 Rehabilitation complete, RW-2 restarted PW

5/26/2007 10:00 AM
High pH alarm, which may be caused by a malfunctioning pH sensor.  

Troubleshooting of the pH meter will be conducted.  

8:45 AM Reset alarm, restarted system. TS

8:50 AM RW-8 Turned off for recovery well rehabilitaiton. TS

5/1/2007

5/10/2007

5/16/2007

5/29/2007

5/15/2007
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TABLE 1

GROUND-WATER REMEDIAL ACTION

ROWE INDUSTRIES SUPERFUND SITE

SAG HARBOR, NEW YORK

MAINTENANCE LOG

(May 1, 2007 through May 31, 2007)

Date Time System Changes/Modifications Personnel

Changed multi-bag filter bags (400 µm) in banks 1 and 2 seven of eight housings used. 

Banks 1 and 2 left open. Bank 3 closed.
EF

10:18 AM

Inspection by pump technician concluded that bearings for TP-1A and TP-1B are 

damaged on the motor side and should be replaced.  Because of the age of the motors, 

he recommends replacing the pump motors for TP-1A and TP-1B.  TP-1A is 

functioning adequately enough to continue operating until a new motor can be 

installed.  New motors for TP-1A and TP-1B will be ordered.  The shaft on the pump 

end of TP-2B siezed and will need to be dismantled and taken back to the vendor's 

shop for  evaluation to determine if it can be repaired or a new pump needs to be 

ordered.  TP-2A is functioning adequately.  Preparations to remove the TP-2B pump 

will require blind flanging the influent pipe to TP-2B because valves are not present in 

the piping between the transfer tank and transfer pumps TP-2A/2B.

Barish Pump technician/EF

1:26 AM High pH alarm; system shut down.

9:26 AM
Reset alarm and checked pH reading with handheld pH meter and it appeared OK.  

Cleared alarm and restarted the system 
PW

11:23 AM High pH alarm; system shut down.

3:36 PM
Reset alarm and checked pH reading with handheld pH meter and it appeared OK.  

Cleared alarm and restarted the system 
PW

5/31/2007

5/30/2007

H:\NABIS\2007\Monthly Reports\May 2007\
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