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-DRAFT- 
 

PROJECT STATUS MEMORANDUM  NO. 11-07 

  
 

TO:  Pamela Tames, USEPA 
 

FROM:  Mark M. Goldberg, P.E.  

   Tunde H. Komuves-Sandor 
 

DATE:  January 11, 2008 
 

PROJECT: Rowe Industries Superfund Site 

Ground-Water Recovery and Treatment System 

November 2007 Status Report 

Sag Harbor, New York 
 

   

  LBG Engineering Services, P.C. (LBG) commenced operation of the ground-water 

remediation system at the above-referenced site on December 17, 2002.  This status report presents a 

summary of system performance, operation and maintenance, and monitoring activities for the site 

from November 1, 2007 through November 30, 2007.  The report includes a summary of system 

performance parameters, system operation parameters, and analytical results for ground water, 

system effluent samples, and air quality results.  

 

 SUMMARY OF SYSTEM PERFORMANCE AND OPERATION 

(November 1, 2007 through November 30, 2007) 

 

1.  Hours of operation during the reporting period:     243 hours (34%) 

 

2.  Alarm conditions during the reporting period:     See Table 1 

 

3.  Was the SPDES VOC discharge permit criteria achieved:   yes, (Table 2) 

   

4.  Total volume of water pumped during the reporting period:   6,876,600 gal.  

  

5.  Was the system effluent flow below the SPDES limit of 1,023,000 gpd: yes, (Graph 1) 

 

6.  Mass of VOCs recovered during the reporting period:    0.60 pounds  

 

7.  Cumulative mass of VOCs recovered since startup on 12/17/02:  206.9 pounds 

 (calculations can be provided upon request) 

 

8.  Effluent VOC vapor concentration for the reporting period:   0.14 mg/m
3 
(Table 3) 

  

9.  Was the effluent VOC vapor emission rate below 0.022 lbs/hr.:   yes (0.0009 lbs/hr) 

 (calculations can be provided upon request) 
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GROUND-WATER RECOVERY SYSTEM STATUS SUMMARY 

 

The following table summarizes select recovery well parameters for the reporting period.  

Table 4 presents a summary of the quality results for water samples collected from recovery wells.  

Graph 2 presents PCE concentrations for each recovery well.  For wells with water quality that meets 

or is approaching remedial criteria, Graph 3 presents PCE concentrations at an expanded scale in 

order to compare them to the PCE aquifer restoration concentration of 5 ug/L.  Laboratory analytical 

reports are included as Appendix I. 

 

Well  
Volume pumped 

(gal) 

Average Flow 

(gpm) 

Lowest Measured 

Flow (gpm)* 

Total VOC 

Concentration (µµµµg/L) 

VOC 

Recovery (lbs) 
 

RW-2 429,788 27 13 7.2 0.03 

 
RW-3 429,757 26 10 0 0 

 
RW-4** 418,384 29 10 24.5 0.09 

 
RW-5 860,070 50 50 0 0 

 
RW-6 214,986 15 15 33.1 0.06 

 
RW-7 1,074,103 70 69 12.1 0.11 

 
RW-8 859,521 55 41 1.9 0.01 

 
RW-9** 953,206 65 16 0 0 

*Lowest measured flows are based on the lowest average 24-hour pumping rates for each well recorded to date. 

** The RW-4 and RW-9 flow meters were not functioning properly so the total volume pumped was calculated using the product of the average flow and 

the hours of operation for the month.  The average flows are reasonable compared to historical data. 

  

 

  Based on the results of the updated ground-water model for the site, the plume is not 

migrating beyond the influence of the FSP&T system if the recovery well pumps operate at or above 

the “Lowest Measured Flows”.  The average monthly pumping rates for all recovery wells are at or 

above the “Lowest Measured Flows”.  The updated ground-water model is discussed in the 2006 

Annual Report for the site.    

 

  On October 19, 2007, the AC unit for the control panel was not working. A contractor was 

contacted, to evaluate and repair the AC unit.  The control panel doors were left open for ventilation 

and the system was restarted.    The AC unit was removed by Alpine Environmental and Absolute 

Control tested the AC unit.  Testing revealed that the motor of the AC unit needed to be replaced.  A 

replacement motor was ordered and the FSP&T system was left off until a new motor could be 

delivered and installed.  On November 19, 2007, the AC unit with new motor was reinstalled by 

Alpine Environmental and Absolute Control, and the FSP&T system was restarted. 

   

  On November 7, 2007, LBG assessed the accuracy of all of the flow meters in the FSP&T 

system using an ultrasonic flow meter.  The ultrasonic flow meter was attached to the exterior of 

the system piping at several locations.  The flow measured by the ultrasonic flow meter was 

compared to that measured by the existing system flow meters.  The evaluation identified several 



 
Rowe Industries System O&M 

January 11, 2008 
H:\NABIS\2007\Monthly Reports\November 2007\Status1107Nov.doc 

 -3-  LBG ENGINEERING SERVICES, P.C.nc.

flow meters that were not accurately measuring the flow.  The inaccuracy is believed to be the 

result of installing electronic transmitters in the flow meter displays that were not properly 

calibrated at the factory.  The electronic transmitter counts the revolutions of the flow meter 

impeller and transmits that number to the FSP&T system PLC to calculate a flow rate.  The 

manufacturer indicated that the transmitters that have been installed in the flow meter during 

previous repairs were likely not property set up and thus the flow meters are not accurately 

measuring the flow through the meters.  The manufacturer was contacted and a technician will be 

scheduled to properly program the electronic transmitters to provide accurate measurements.  

Once the problem is identified, any retroactive correction required in volume of water pumped or 

contaminant mass recovered will be completed. 

 

BAG FILTER STATUS 

 

  The following table presents an operational summary of the bag filter usage and 

configuration for the reporting period. 

 

Dates Bank 1 Bank 2 Bank 3 

November 1 to 30 7 of 8 housings used with 

400 micron bag filters 

7 of 8 housings used with 

400 micron bag filters 

Not active 

 

  No modifications were made to the filter bank configuration or operation during this 

reporting period.       

 

OTHER O&M ACTIVITIES AND FUTURE O&M ACTIVITIES 

 

Other O&M activities conducted in November 2007 include: 

 

• On November 7, 2007, the PLC battery was replaced, the RW-3 flow set point was 

changed from 21 gpm to 25 gpm, and the FSP&T system flow meters were evaluated;    

• On November 12 to14, 2007,  flow meters for RW-2, 4, 8, and 9 were cleaned/serviced, 

as was the well head piping and the on and off site combined flow meters were 

cleaned/serviced.  The parking lot near MW-46A and MW-46B was re-stabilized, MW-

98-05A, 5B, 1A, FRW-1 through 4 and MW-49A were re-developed, the recharge basin 

maintenance was completed, the RW-4 flow meter board and switch were replaced, and 

the malfunctioning auto dialer was troubleshooted;  and 

• On November 19, 2007, the booster blower belt was replaced, and the technician from 

Verizon repaired  a defective autodialer plume line wire. The control panel AC unit was 

reinstalled and the system was restarted; 

 

Future O&M activities scheduled for the winter of 2007 include: 

 

• Evaluate options of repairing/recalibrating existing air flow meter or purchasing a new 

hand held air flow meter; 

• Evaluate accuracy of water meter flow readings in the system by comparing to readings 

from an ultrasonic flow meter; 
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• Shut down RW-3 in order to evaluate the effect on contaminant concentrations in RW-2 

if RW-3 is not operating; and 

• Trouble shoot RW-9 flow meter.  

  
 

 

MMG:nv 

Attachments 

cc:  Jeff Srulovitz - Kraft Foods Global, Inc. - .pdf  

  Lisa Krogman, Environ – .pdf 

  Jeff Trad, NYSDEC – .pdf 

  Chief-Operation Maintenance and Support Section, NYSDEC – .pdf    

  William Spitz, RWM, R-1, NYSDEC  

  Garrett W. Swensen Jr., Esq., Town of Southampton 



TABLES 



TABLE 1

GROUND-WATER REMEDIAL ACTION

ROWE INDUSTRIES SUPERFUND SITE

SAG HARBOR, NEW YORK

MAINTENANCE LOG

(November 1, 2007 through November 30, 2007)

Date Time System Changes/Modifications Personnel

Changed RW-3 flow set point from 21 gpm to 25 gpm. RD/PJ

Replaced PLC battery. RD/PJ

Cycled system on and off during day for flow meter assessment RD/PJ

2:33 PM Restarted System. RD/PJ

11/9/2007 8:01 AM Power Failure and Booster Blower Failure alarms, system shutdown.

11/12/2007
Start below grade pipe cleaning, flow meter maintenance, restabalizing slope of 

parking area.
MW/Alpine

11/13/2007
Continue below grade pipe cleaning, flow meter maintenance, restabalizing slope of 

parking area.
MW/Alpine

10:20 AM Clear alarms, restart system. RD

Discharge basin rehabilitation TS/Alpine

Troubleshoot auto dialer phone line RD

11:35 AM Replace RW-4 flow meter curcuit board and switch, Start RW-4 RD/TS

11/15/2007 1:02 PM Booster Blower low pressure alarm, system shut down. 

Replaced Booster Blower belt. RD

Technician from Verizon repaired defective wire for auto dialer. RD/Verizon

AC unit repaired and reinstalled. RD/Alpine /Absolute Control

12:07 PM Restarted system. RD

11/24/2007 6:54 AM System Communication Failure, system shut down. 

11/28/2007 Reboot computer, restart system. RD

11/19/2007

11/7/2007

11/14/2007

H:\NABIS\2007\Monthly Reports\November 2007\
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