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Tﬁc Anny Corps of Engmccrs has .:

hired a contractort to investigate the

grounds of Camp Hero, a former mil- |
itary base near'the Montauk Point

nghthousc to search for explosives
on its approximately 469 acres.

The pmoedure, which will be un- -
+ lance from 1951 o 1982, .

. dertaken in phases, was oudmcd ata
‘meeting . Tuesday  evening - at the

:Montauk Downs State Park by Don
Sx]kebakkcn, the project manager.
: He was introduced to-the sparse au-
. dience by Roland Belew, an ord-
nance assessof and engineer with the |

‘Amy Corps who cvaluatcs»formcrw

. roilitary defenise sites.and is based in
- Hunwville, Ala. = -

* :Heand Mr. Silkcbakken explamcd :

. that they did not cxpect o find left- .

- QVer- explosxwes or.ammunition, but

- .that the i mvwngauon was 4 precau- -
" tonary mieastre so that complications’

. did. not-arise, “down the road.” Al-
though it' was, not mentioned at the;

- meetifig; the Arimy Corps €Xpects 1o

spcnd $500000 for the. work.
lezfm:v Career

‘during the Rcvoluuonary War and

u . the: War of 1812 and’ a5 a:Navy b
o scrvauon post durmg World Wars 1.
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'.; and H. It was also used as a training

area for the Army, National Guard,
and Citizen Military Training Corps
from 1921 to 1923.

The base was a World War II

coastal defense installation from 1942

- to 1947 and was used by the Air

Force for training and radar surveil-

. The base has been off limits to the
public since it was closed in the ear-

- ly 1980s. The 27 military houses that

border it were transferred by the fed-
eral government to East Hampton

“"Town for an affordable housing pro--

ject and the remaining Jand was trans-

" ferred to New York State to be ded-
+ icated 1o “passive recreational use.”

Search Narrowed
. Last summecr, a contracted team

demolished 17 buildings and four

radar towers on the site as part of an
ongoing cleanup by the state, which
has been criticized for seeking to puc
revenue-producing  facilities there

* rather thah lcaving it for passive

recreation. State officials have re-

- cently declined to comment on those

. The: officials noted that the site
‘was used for cahnon firing practice -

proposals.

The Army Corps has hired Parsons
Inc. of Adanta to search the Camp
Hero grounds for explosives. Using

~ whatever information they could

177322490734

way

gather, mcludmg Monrauk betary
archives and a visit to the site, the
ordnance team has narrowed down
the area of investigation to 51 acres,

P.ZZ

- specifically three locations identifiec
- ona map that was handed out at the

meeting.

The three areas chosen for sampling
are identified as Area H, eight acres
south of a large radar tower no longe

. operating; Area K, 44.88 acres near the

shoreline, specifically on the west side
of a favorite fishing spot called the
Sewer Pipe, and Area A, 0.3 acres

- southwest of the Monrtauk nghthousc
near an old fire control station.

Left Out?

All three spots border the militany
base instead of focusing on the hear
of the site, said Lisa Grenci, the
chairwoman of the Montauk Citizen
Advisory: Commirtee and a membe
of the state-formed Camp Hero Ad
visory Committee, which, she said

.did not recetve notification of th
evening's meeting.

Other ;audience members'echoes
her comments, also complaining tha
thc meeting had not been proper!
announced, noting that only thre
Camp Hero residents were in atten
dancc, and arguing that the location

" Continued On Page I-
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THE MANY. BUNKERE: and othcr aban(IOncd strucuares at Camp Hcro in Montauk w111 be survcycd to uncover

:my unexp[odcd munitions.

Bombs

Conlmued From Page I-1
chosen ‘for study did not. necessanly
mcludc 'what could be trouble spOts

" Mr. Be]e,w apologlzed for not tavit-
mg the; Carnp Hero Advisory Com-
mittee, saying he had not been made
aware that such a committee existcd
and remgnding the group that the statc
- would hear their. comments. He said
the mecting was part of a preliminary
‘phase of the project in which officials
were trymg to learn what they could
about thc site‘and its surroundmgs.

111 Blow Them Up
A man in the gudience 'wanted to
know what type of investigation was

proposed for the sealed bunkers on

the property,. which he sqid he had
been told by a statc trooper contained
ammunition and gunpowder.

Mr. Belew sdid the tfooper was
prob.xbly mlsmforrncd that he’d bet

R e gmws&

ouse. e said,

“——-—" B

meeting's serous one.

Using a “glorificd metal detector”
and a Gradiometer instrument, a
sample from cach area will be stud-
ied with global positioning equip-
ment, which will producc the dataon
alaptop computcr.

A Parsons
tor” will determine which irregulari-
ties should be scrutinized “intrusive-

“geophysical coordina- -

Mike Reale

¢

l3.” Any potental danger resulting
from disturbing the site will be
“mediated,” it was explained.

If explosives are found they will be
deronated on the site, said Mr. Silke-
bakken, but not before a public
meeting with proper notification is
scheduled. And; he said, all disturbed
areas would be' restored when the
project is finished.
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MONTAUK STATE PARK COMPLEX

50 South Fairview Avenue,
Montauk, New York 11954
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