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. By Jerry Cimisi

. The plunned clean-up of Camp Hejo in
. Montauk is maving alovng, albeit slawly.
"Last year, a numhber of the buzldmgs on,
" the base, designed during WM]tP apnear -
"like a fishing village from the air, wera
demolished. Then, early in Februacy, 2
public meeting at Montauk Downs :pre- §
sented by the Army Corps of Ehgineers |
and the Parsons Corporation outlined just |
what needs to be done at Camp Hero and
how it will be done.

Considering the.conecern of lopal resi-
dents over recent talk wbout toxic debris,
unexploded munitions .as well! as | the
jegend of the Montauk Project that has
grown up around Camp Hero, the'meeting
was not well attended; there wete ahout
twenty people preseot, :

The Army Corps of Engmcera is han-
dling the cleanup of Camp Hero, while the Parsons
Corporauon is puttmg together n study detailing
the contamination of the grounds|and the situation
with any remaining ordnance.

The administentor from the Army Corps of
Engineers oversceing the projectjwas present, Luz
Spann-LaBato, along with Roland Belew from the
Corps wha is the engineering tnd technical su-

pervisor of the ¢lean up. They were .

that the Camp was declared imactive by the
government. In 1849 remaval of ordnance began.

However, in 1951, the newly farmad U.S. Air
Porce commenced using Camp Hero for antisir-
craft prtillery training. They operated 120mm

runs, .50 ¢aliber maochine puns, and 3.3 inch
rockets, This went on until 1957, But, beginning
in 1951 and continuing until 1982, the Air Force

the matter. “The field work is scheduled
to be completed by Memorial Day,” LaBato
said, “Parsong i3 contracted is have a
report out by the end of the year.

In remarking on how much work Par-
sang has done for the government, Ms.
LaBato added, “They have a lot of fomer
military people on their staff” :

At the begianing of their study of just
what is [ying around Camp Heco, the
Parsons Corporatién will conduct what it
calls a “geophysical investigation.” This
ineludes a Globa) Positioning System (GPS)
with other geophysical instruments, such
as metal detectors.

Michacl Short of the Parsons Infrastrue-
ture and Teéchnology Group, Inc, Ordnance
and Explasive Sector in Pasadena, Cali-
fornia said that the company had made
two site visits to Camp Hero, one in-
Deceraber and the other in early March. “Right
in the blizzard, I think it was, The site vigits are -
to determine just what tort of instruments we need
to proceed. Weather permitting, we should start

‘at the end of April”

The Parsons Corporation was established in 1944
to provide engineering and construction serviees
for government and the petrochemical industries. .

Today Parsons iz a multina-

sons Corporation, Don Sx]lcebak!fen :
and Michael Short,

One man whe was in attendance
told this paper thet he had asl?ed
the panel about a sign warning of -
2 minefield area at Camp Hero, He
bad videotaped the sign in 1991; he

~ 3aid the sign is no longer there. The

* panel expressed no knowledge! of
this.

Camp Hero, which has long
been decommissioned, was
established in 1942 as a coastal

defense installation....

tional company that is involved
in projects such as oil drilling
in Kuwait to biochazerd redemp-
tion (such as Camp Hero) and
the planning of military bases, -
“We are currently ¢leaning up
an old- bombing range on
Kaho'olawe, anisland off Mauj,”
said Short. If the posaibility of
unexploded munitions poses a
definite if unlikely danger, Short

Camp Hero, which has long bcen
decommxsswned was cstablishdd in 1942 ag a
coagtal defense installation for WWII, Located on
; ‘469 acres, Camp Hero at one time housed about

" 600 enlisted men along with 37 officers. There were .

o three gun batteries: Battery 132, Battery 113,
. Battery 216. The former battenes had two sixteen

Vinch guns; Battery 216 had two six inch ahielded

.guns. During the war the batteries were manncd

Accounts say that the sixteen mch and six inch
guns were fired only occas:onally and usuaily for

‘It ig interesting to note that durmg the Revo-

‘_.lutxonary War and the War of 1812 the bluffs of .
“-Montauk were uscd for cannon; practice, From
. World War I to World War II, thie area was used
1‘35 & Navy ohservation post. For a few years in

.;the early ‘208, it was als0 vsed as a training grouad
_fﬂl‘ the axmy ‘and the Mational [Guasd,
It was not long after the war, 1947, to be exact,

" by the 11* Coast Artillery ch‘lment and the 242,
. Connecticut National Guard Cuast Artillery Regi-
- ment.

ractice. The munitions were stored at a seeret -
. ocation offsite.

used Camp Hero for radar surveillance, intended
te identify any and all aircraft coming into the
area. These were the years of the Cold War. Radar
at Camp Hero was considered a bulwark against
possible attack,

The former Camp Hero area is currently =ec-
tioned under different owners: the State of New
York, the Town of East Hampton and the Coast
Guard, .

In a phone interview thig past month, Luz-Spann
LaBato of the Army Corps of Enginears explained
that the Corps has been assigned by Congress to
¢lean up what are called Formerly Utilized Defense
Sites owned by the Department of Dofunse. Of
course, Carnp Hero Is no longer owned by the DOD,
angd thug the cutcome of the current munitions
study will be up to the sites present owners.

Ms. Labato said that it is tho experience of the
Corps that there could be various outcomes of the
study. “Sometimes the current owner or owners
just say to leave the property as it is”

At any rate, the first step after a report is put
out is to have a public review and meeting on

added that munitions that have
lain in the soil for 8 long time do not pose much
of a rigk to the environment.

This i¢ an assessment with which many envi-
ronmentalists might disagree. There is also a
disagreement as to just how much information :
about Camp Hero has been made public. Roland
Relew of the Army Corps of Enginecrs at first said
that all material on Comp Hero has becn declas-
sificd, but later alzo said that the Corps has not
yet becn able to get the blueprints of the bunkers
and underground strugtures.

A fair portion af the topography of Camp Hero
iz swampland, The military obviously recognized
a need for good drainage, s there axe about 5,500
fect of drain ditches throughout the camp.

The Geophysical Survey will take about three
weeks. Three areas will be investigated: Area H,
whicth had been an Ordnance Déstruction Range
of ¢ight acres.; Area K, Near Shore Ordnance Area,
44.88 acres: Area A, Fire Contro¥/37mwm Training.
Field work will be ended early in Juae, with a
dralt report due in mid August and » final report
dut in November. .
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