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` . 'What's In Store For The Toxic Waste And Munitions At Old .Army Base?
-, By .Ferry Cimisi the matter . "The field work is scheduled

The planned clean-up of Camp Hei"o in to becompleted by Memorial Day," LaSato
Montauk is moving along, albeit slowly- said, "Parsons is contracted is have a
Last year, a number of the buildings on report out by the end of the year,"

_ thebase, designed dtvringWWII~2pnear In remarking on how much work Par-
like a fishing villago from the air, were sons has done for the government, tits .
demolished . Then, early in Febxuary, a LaBato added, "They have a lot of ibmer
public meeting at Montauk Downs pre- military people on their staff"
sented by the Army Corps of Rngineers At the beginning of their study of just
and theParsons Corporation outlinedjust what is lying around Camp Hero, the
what needs t0 be done at Camp Hero: and Parsons Corporation will conduct what it
how it will be done . calls a `geophysical investigation .' This
Considering the.conct:ro of lopal rest- includes a Global PositioningSystem (GPS)

dents over recent talk about toxic debris, with other geophysical instruments, such
unexploded munitions .as well! as the as metal detectors .
legend of the Montnuk Project that has Michael Short ofthe Parsons Infrastrue-
grown up around Camp Hero, the'meeting tare andTechnology Group, Inc, Ordnance
was not well sttended ; there were about and Explosive Sector in Pasadena, Cali-
twenty people present. fornia said that the company had made
The Army Corps of Engineers; is ban- two site visits to Carne Hero, one in

dlingthe cleanup ofCampHero, while the Parsons that the Camp Nvas declared inactive by the December and the other in early March. "Right
Corporation is putting together Et study detailing government . In 1949 renmvul of ordnance began. in t.hv blizzard, I think it was, The site visits are
the contamination ofthegroundskandthesituatiosa However, in 1957, the newly farmed U.S. Air todeterminejust what sort ofinstrumentsweneed
with any remaining ordnance . Force commenced using Camp Hero fur antiair- to proceed. Weather permitting, wt- should start
The administrator front the Army Corps of craft artillery training . They operated 120nmm at the erid' o£ April-"

Pngineees overseecing the projectjws-,s present, Luz guns, .SO Caliber machine guns, and 3,5 inch The Parsons Corporation was established in 1944
Spann.haBato, along with liolan<I Belew from the rocket, This Nvent on until 1957, But, beginning to provide engineering and construction services
Corps who is the engineering -ind technical scu- is 1951 and continuing; until 1982, the Air force fcr government and the petrochemical industries .
pervisor ofthe clean up They were . - � Today Parsons is a multina-
joined by two rwEmbers of the Oar, tional company that is involved
ions Corporation, Don Silkebakljen

which
j,, in projects such as oil drilling

and Michael Short. ` Camp Hero, which has long inKuwait tobiohazard redemp-
One man who was in attendance tion (such as Camp Hero) and

told this paper that he had aslfed been decommissioned, was the planning of military bases,
"the pane) about ti sign warning of We are currently cleaning up

a minefield area at Camp Heap, He
es ta an old bombing range onblished 1n 1942 as a coastal "'had videotaped the sign in 1991 ; he ltaho olawe, an island offMaui,

' Said the sign is no longer there. The
-

said Short, If the possibility ofd f tii t ll' panel expressed no knowledge' of on.. . . unexploded munitions posses ae ense a ans
this- . definite ifunlikelydanger,Short
Camp Horo, which has long been added that munitions that have

decommissioned, was establishdd in 1922 as a used Camp Hero for radar surveillance, intended lain in the soil for a long time do not pose much
-coastal defense installation for WWII . Located on to identify any and all aircraft coming into the of a risk to the environment-
-4169 acres, Camp Hero at one time housed about area . These were the years ofthe Cold War-Radar This is an assessment with which many envi-
600 unlisted men a)ongwith 37 officers . There were at Camp Haro was considered a bulwark against ronmentalists might disagree . There is also a
three gun batteries ; Battery 1,12, Battery 113, possible attack, disagreement as to just how much information
'Battery 216. The former batterie9 had two sixteen The former Camp Hero area is currently sec- about Camp Hero has been made public . Roland

- inch guns ; Battery 216 had two iix inch shielded tinned under different owners : the State of New 13elew ofthe Army Corps ofEngineers at first said
; ;guns. During the w9r the batteries were manned York, the Town of Fast Hamilton and the C,>ast that all material on Carne Hero has been declas-
"by the 11°' Coast Artillery Regiment and the 242' Guard, Pitied, but later also said that the Corps has not

- ': Connecticut National Guard Coast Artillery Regi-
-

In a phone interview this past month, Lux-Spann yet been able to get the blueprints of the bunkers
mcrnt, LaBato of the Army Corps of Engineers explained and underground structures.

- Accounts say that the sixteen inch and six inefl that the Corps has been assigned by Congress to A fair portion of the topOgrNphy of Camp Hero
:'.)^gtaea were fired only occasionally and usually for clean up what are called FurmcrlyUtilized Defense is swampland, The military obviously recognized,

`'° practice, The munitions were stored at a secret Sites owned by the Department of Dofanae. Or a need for peed drainage, as there are about $,500
1 ,location offsite. eourke, Camp Hcrro is no longer owned by theDOD, feet of drain ditches throughout the camp-

- '-' 'lit is interesting to note that during the Revo- and thus the outcome of the current munitions The Geophysical Survey wilt take about three
,'Jutionary War and the War of 1812, the bluffs of . study will be up to the sites present owners- weeks, Three areas will be investigated ; Area .H,
Montauk were used for cannon; practice, From Ms. Labato said that it is the experience ofthe which had been an Ordnance Destruction Range
World War I to World War II, the area was used Corps that there could be various outcomes ofthe cf eight acres. ; Area K, Near Shore Ordnance Area,

',,as a Navy observation post-, For a few years in study. . "Sometimes the current owner or owners 44.88 acres: Area A,.Fire Control/37mm Training-
. :the early'20a, it was also used as a training ground jast say to leave the property as it is," Field work will be ended early in June, with a

U+e e rmx and the NAtior-1 IC9un.4L At W .y ratu, the fusL step after a report is put draft report due in mid August and a final report
:-' It wag trot long after the `Nor, 11947, to be exact, out is to have a public review and meeting on duo in November.
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