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PICKING Up THE PIE.....,.s
Searching .for Odd Artillery At Camp Hero State Park

Ay David Lion Ratlxaer
Next Thursday night at 7:00 p.m the United.

States .Army Corps of Engineers are gofng to have
a public information. meetfig for the ordnaitce
Removal Action at Former Camp Hero in
Montauk The word ORDNANCE refers to any
leftover weapons, ardU.ery, or ammunition that
could be hangiztg around in. the old Camp .Hero .

Four those of you that don't know.. Camp HpSo
is now a reg~sEered historic ground, at was once
used as a defensive location that the Army
designed in order to protect against an inva-
sion. The base was set up along with sixteen
inch naval Suns that stood hidden and aimed
out to sea hidden underneath bunkers . ?ire
basic plan back then was that if any akdp were
to come into shore, they would see them from
the bunkers and shoot at them . If a U-boat
showed its head, they would shoot at thit
When the wax was over, the guns were talon
out of the site along wdth the fiunitions .

Just oneyear after the gusts were taken. Out
of the bunkers the Arn~y and Air force manmj'd.
the area conducting braining exerdses along
with the construction of the first radar whi.:6
went through several : changes and upgra0s.
Itwas not until 1962 and the looming threat! of
the former Soviet Union and all out nucloar
wad. that a giant seventy-five foot radar tox4er
was built with the sole purpose of detecting
any enemies of the United States . ne tower
had the ability to detect an,p sinus up to two
hundred miles away from tine shore line.

The radar tower became useless however. In
1981, a brand, new FAAoperated radar could out
match. the mighty beast ten fold . The new station,
was constructed in Riverhead. 'lie old. station in
Montauk.th.ough it looked pretty cool, wao com-

F
I Wyworthless to the Army and thus abandoned
eaving itsubject to vandalism

As mentioned before, there have beep training
exeXases it,, th .e past. conducted there where live
ani munition hasbeen A,red, .What the Army Corps
of nears is worried about is having someone
go out to the fifteen acre site which is-just a mile
away from the Mont~uk Li.ghdiouse, pick u~ an
old Kua(y piece ofartillery ~dget themselves Burt
As far as we know, them couldbe anything down
there . There may be old grenades, old bullets,
maybe a helmet of two,whatever kind of stuff that
has to do with the Army and the IUr Force . I doubt
that there is an old working fighter plane down
there, but hey, you. never know.

I .i

In order to find this out further, I decided to
take a little day trip down to Camp Hero to See if I
could find artythitxg for myself so that the readers
of this newspaper could know what kinds of
th ;u~gs were down there .

While heading out to Camp Hero my Dad
stopped one to let me know that I could get seri-
ously hurt if I were to step on an old mine or if I
were to find. a grenade and accidentally blow it up .
Iwalked out to my truck and he stopped me, "Son

I think that you abould ze-tlvnk whit you are
doing. x6u might get hurt"

I looked at him directly in the eyes, "Dad, this
is for the Montauk Pioneer I know it's; dangerous
but I'11 be okay,you don't have to worry about me .
Besides, what if 1 find. a really cool weapon? Thia
coWd be my lastchance, the)+ SIT gmng ko clean the
whole place out next week.

Jde looked at me, shook his head, walked
back inside of the office. He then cam llee back out,

was evergave the m hug, as if itwas the lesthug lie
going to give me, then. went back ide. I wasnet
waiting for the dramatic music to start Itlaying, but
nothillg happaned .
W -len 1 got to the site it was amazinghow run

down everything is . There are old fences and old
buildings boarded.-up, T1-twe eye also si gns show-
ing you where you can and cannot go. .Everything
seems run. down, it looks really strange; like some-
thing out of an old movie . It is really rsxnarkable.

1 started to walk around looking at the ground.
So fat there was not really anything . I!.saw a rock
fat I thought looked as if it couid b a camou-
flaged hand grenade . I picked it up o.ff of the
'Found, 9hoolc R vigomusly and,threw'it .as hold as
f could 04he, ground, expecting an expl lion. I got
:nothmg

1 did' a little . bit 11ore seareihing . ate were
. .! , '. .

more fences and buildings, I couldn't help but
think that they were doing more here than what
they said, they wete doing. All of these buildings
couldn't be bunkers, they had to have some voter
purpose to them. Maybe they were doing some-
thinq totally different than their so called. rnl(itary
training exercises . Maybe d'tiswas some huge con-
$piracy.

I searched around for about two hours and
didn't find one hared grenade, not even a bullet . I

gof kind of disappointed but then at the same
time Iguess it is agood thing. At least nobody
else will find anything anal hurt themselves.

I drove back into town, sat out on the
gazebo and got to thinking. If I didn't find
anythirng in the past two hours that even
remotely had to do with some sort of arnmu-
nitlon that I could have bragged about to
everyone at the office, what the beck was the
U.S . Armp Corps of En g~'n. ears ing to find?
Why all the sudden go in now Why didn't
they go in ten . years ago or last year or back
when they were actually doing the

traininexercises7Seems to one that it would,snake the-
most sense to have gone inn. looking for live
ordnance bnnnediately after the training exer-
ciBes, or at least a year of so after the training
exercaew. Then were no traWng exercises last
year. There haven'tbeen any training exercis-
es inthe past fifty or so years . What were they
really up to?

I started thinking that maybe the real rea-
son that they ate gomg to go into Camp Hero is not
for anything thathas to do with weapons or at least
the weapons thatydu andI arethisg of. Maybe
it, ham to do with something completely different
Maybe theyknow exactly why they are going to go
into Camp Hero .

Here is what I'm thin". 'Ihey are just say-
in.g that they area going into Caatp Hero as a whte
lid to cover up their real reason for going into
CAmp Hero, I'm thinking that they ire going into
Camp Hero this year in, order to uncover a time
sensitive experiment, that was conducted fifty
y aza ago . rn guess : .g that rJentists fifty years
ap were doing sorrminhing big. Maybe an alien,
maybe time travel, whatever it is, they had to wait
fii;ty years for it to be completed . Maybe they are
g owing something so important that it takes fifty
y ars fox it to be fully grown. Maybe they are
growerg some sort of giant genetically built super

y, Whatever it is, it is in Montau1y slowly
~pwan~ just a mile away from the lighthouse at

Cgot up out of the gazebo a little concerned
9ttouel,p walked back to my truck. I looked
e wirdew, 'checkcd for government spies,

drove off.
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