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Fulton Works Former MGP Site (224051)

Brooklyn, NY
Site Status Update

The New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC)
is providing an update on the Former
Fulton Works Manufactured Gas Plant
(MGP) Site “site”, located adjacent to
Nevins Street between Douglass and
Sackett Streets in Brooklyn, NY.

Former Fulton Works MGP - Site
History

The Fulton Municipal Works MGP site is
located in the Gowanus neighborhood of
Brooklyn to the east of the Gowanus
Canal. The site occupies five properties
(designated Parcels | through V) located
between Douglass and Sackett Streets
and between the Gowanus Canal and
Fourth Avenue. These five properties
comprise approximately 6.5 acres.

A detailed remedial investigation (RI)
was completed for the site by National
Grid NY (“remedial party”) with oversight
from DEC. A Record of Decision (ROD)
was issued in 2015 which summarizes
the results of the investigation and
selected a remedy for each of the site
parcels. Two  off-site  properties,
designated as Parcels VI and VII, were
also investigated and are also subject to
the site’s 2015 ROD as part of Operable
Unit 1 (OU1). Note that Parcel VIII,
located on the western side of the
Gowanus Canal, is anticipated to be part
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of a separate ROD under Operable Unit
2 (OU2) to address off-site impacts
associated with the site.

The purpose of the Rl was to define the
nature and extent of contamination
existing at the site. Analytical data was
collected for soil, groundwater, air, indoor
air, and soil vapor. The results of the RI
indicate that there are significant
subsurface soil and groundwater
contamination from the former MGP site.
As indicated in the ROD, some of the
impacts are difficult to access due to their
distance below the ground surface and/or
due to the presence of buildings or other
infrastructure. The primary contaminants
of concern are benzene, ethylbenzene,
toluene, and xylene, also known as
BTEX, and polycyclic ~ aromatic
hydrocarbons  (PAHs), which are
commonly associated with MGP Sites.
The contamination has migrated off-site
into adjacent utility corridors. It has also
migrated to the west into and beneath the
Gowanus Canal.

An overview of the remedy selected in
NYSDEC’s 2015 ROD, and approved by
the New York State Department of
Health, is provided below.

The ROD required the installation of a
subsurface barrier wall along the east
bank of the canal to prevent migration of
coal tar to the Gowanus Canal. It also
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included requirements for the installation
of recovery wells to intercept and collect
coal tar non-aqueous phase liquid
(NAPL) from the site, establishment of a
site cover system in accordance with the
site parcels’ future use, and anevaluation
of MGP related impacts in nearby utility
corridors.

The ROD also includes the following list
of “future actions” to be implemented at
the site when various site parcels
became accessible:

o Excavation of MGP
structures, including gas  holder
foundations and tanks, and formerly
inaccessible source areas;

o Excavation of grossly
contaminated soil, as defined in
6NYCRR Part 375-1.2(u); and,

o Excavation of soil in the
utility corridor that exceeds total PAH
concentration of 500 parts per million

(ppm).

Based on the RI data, the ROD targeted
excavation of MGP impacts to a depth of
approximately 20 feet. The ROD also
allowed for the use of in-situ stabilization
in lieu of or in combination with
excavation to address identified grossly
contaminated soils in these areas. In-situ
stabilization is a common remediation
technique, which solidifies contaminated
soils into a solid monolith thereby locking
contamination in place and preventing its
migration. A summary of the ROD
requirements for each site parcel is
outlined below.

Parcel |

The ROD estimated that an area
approximately 50 feet long by 50 feet
wide and 10 feet deep would be
excavated to remove approximately 925
cubic yards of MGP impacted soil. In
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addition, a pre-design investigation (PDI)
will evaluate the remainder of Parcel |
when the property becomes available to
determine whether there are additional
MGP impacts to be addressed in
accordance with the above ROD.

Parcel Il

The ROD estimated that an area
approximately 250 long by 100 feet wide
and 20 feet deep would be excavated to
remove approximately 18,500 cubic
yards of MGP impacted soil. In addition,
a PDI will evaluate additional areas of
Parcel Il for further remediation, when the
property becomes available.

Parcels Ill and IV

The ROD estimated that an area
approximately 250 long by 75 feet wide
and 20 feet deep would be excavated to
remove approximately 11,000 cubic
yards of MGP impacted soil from the
MGP holder areas on Parcels Il and IV.
In addition, the ROD required completion
of a PDI to evaluate the remainder of
Parcel Ill when the property becomes
available to determine whether additional
MGP impacts exist and if they can be
addressed in accordance with the above
ROD removal criteria.

Parcel V

Based on the results of the Rl sampling,
no action was required for Parcel V. This
was stated in the 2015 ROD.

Parcels VI and VII

The ROD required further evaluation on
Parcels VI and VIl when the properties
became available. The ROD required a
PDI to determine whether additional
MGP impacts exist that can be
addressed in accordance with the above
ROD removal criteria.
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Parcel VIII

A new bulkhead and wing walls were
recently installed on the Parcel VI
property to address the ROD
requirements. Additional cleanup
requirements, if necessary, will be
included in the future OU2 ROD.

In 2017 and 2018 the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (USEPA) issued
consent orders in which they assumed
remedial responsibilities for portions of
the Fulton site remedy including the
installation of a sealed bulkhead barrier
wall. The specific parcels under EPA’s
purview based on these orders includes
Parcels I, VI and VII, and as such, future
remediation on these parcels is now
under the oversight of USEPA. For more
information, please contact the EPA
project manager listed below.

Current Status

USEPA oversaw the installation of a
bulkhead barrier wall for the site which
was completed in April 2021. A copy of
the Construction Completion Report is
available at the DEC’s online repository,
DECinfo Locator, at the address listed
below.

Completed Fulton MGP Sealed Bulkhead Barrier Wall
Along Gowanus Canal.
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Completed Fulton MGP Sealed Bulkhead Barrier Wall
Along Gowanus Canal.

NYSDEC oversaw the implementation of
a PDI investigation on Parcel Ill of the
Fulton Works MGP site from 2018 to
2021. NYSDEC recently approved a
Remedial Action Work Plan (RAWP) for
Parcel Ill and a portion of Parcel IV in
March 2022, allowing cleanup activities
to begin. The RAWP summarizes the
remedy which is being implemented in
accordance with the 2015 NYSDEC
ROD. The cleanup activities will be
performed by 545 Sackett LLC, the site
owner, with oversight provided by the
NYSDEC. Remedial activities are
expected to begin late August, 2022, and
last for approximately 12 months.
Community Air Monitoring stations will be
installed at the perimeter of the site and
will operate 24/7 under NYSDEC
oversight. In addition, a temporary
structure will be erected to confine odors
emanating from the excavation work. The
air inside the structure will be filtered
through activated carbon that absorbsthe
odors before the air is discharged from
the structure. A negative pressure is
maintained in the temporary structure (air
flow is inward) so odors do not escape
when trucks/equipment exit the structure.
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Community Air Monitoring Station.

Measures, such as those noted above,
will be in place to minimize impact to the
public. The site will also be secured with
perimeter fencing to limit unauthorized
access to work areas. The project
website (URL below) will provide
frequent updates and air monitoring data.
Future community updates will be issued
to keep residents informed. Those listed
in the “box below can also be reached
with projectquestions/concerns.

The DEC is currently evaluating a
proposal for the remaining portion of
Parcel IV (minus L-shaped parcel to the
south, see site figure below) to come into
the Brownfield Cleanup Program (BCP)
as part of an existing BCP site 563
Sackett Street (C224222). A major
amendment to this BCP site is under
review, and the DEC will issue further
public notifications in the future at key
milestones. An addendum to the recently
approved Parcel Ill remedial action work
plan has been received and is under
review. The intent is to add the Parcel IV
holder remediation into the scope of the
approved RAWP in accordance with the
plan outlined in the site’s 2015 ROD.

Finally, the timeline for a PDI
investigation on Parcel | of the site has
not been determined. It is expected that
this property will be utilized as a staging
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area during future upland site activities.
Therefore, the schedule for PDI work on
Parcel | will depend on a variety of factors
and is still unknown at this time.

Receive Site Fact Sheets by
Email

Have site information sent right to your
email inbox. DEC invites you to sign up with
contaminated sites email listserv at:

www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/61092.html
It’s quick, it’s free, and it will help keep
you informed. As a listserv member,
you will periodically receive site-
related information and
announcements for all contaminated
sites in you selected counties.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

Project documents are made available at the
Brooklyn Community Board #6

250 Baltic Street

Brooklyn, 12201

(718) 643-3027

Key project documents are also available at DEC
info Locator at:
https://www.dec.ny.gov/data/DecDocs/224051/

Or at National Grid’s website:
www.fultonmgpsite.com

USEPA Contact For Gowanus Canal:
Christos Tsiamis — Senior Project Manager
Tsiamis.Christos@epa.gov
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John Miller Steven Berninger

NYSDEC NYSDOH

Project Manager Project Manager
(518) 402-9589 (518) 402-0443
john.miller@dec.ny.gov beei@health.ny.gov
Construction Questions: Scott Deyette

DEC Chief Inspector
Scott.Deyette@dec.ny.gov

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT MGPs:
https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/8430.html
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Site Location Figure
Fulton Works Former MGP site (224051), Brooklyn, NY
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Translation Available. Don’t see your language? Ask!

To have this document translated into a language you can understand, contact the

EQGUSh person below. There is no charge for the translation.
Espaiiol Si necesita la traduccion de este documento a un idioma que pueda entender,
Spanish comuniquese con la persona indicada abajo. La traduccion es gratis.
EthF B S AL SO B R RE B AR PO S RRAS, B T AR AR UCIE
Simplified AN EL &
Chinese
Sp— YT106bI NONYYNTL NEPEBOA 3TOr0 AOKYMEHTA Ha NMOHSTHBIV BaM A3bIK, CBSPKUTECH C

) npeacTaBuTeneM, AaHHble KOTOPOro yka3aHbl Huxe. Mnarta 3a aty ycnyry He
Russian B3UMaeTCs.

V1V7 'R ONII IRIOY X 'K OYLO"OVANVIA'R VIVUNIPRT T |]ARN IX
WITIX
Viddish 'R A2IYO"0IVAX 'T .JUIIXR [XTYD 'T UM )'T UTI'ANXD L|""UWIKRD
iddis
JINXON |19 '"M1D

A a?ﬁfmﬁwﬁwqczu—wrc 44444 mamaﬁsﬁmwmm—
Bengali
320
Korean

Kreyol Ayisyen Pou yo ka tradwi dokiman sa nan yon lang ou ka konprann, kontakte moun ki anba
Haitian Creole @- Ou p’ap peye anyen pou tradiksyon an.

Italiano Per ottenere la traduzione di questo documento in un’altra lingua, contatti la persona
Italian indicata qui di seguito. La traduzione & gratuita.
Lyl &Yahd\uaxﬁ\@dm\ﬁdwﬂﬁquuﬂm@\\&%ﬂ

Arabic A il Jilie p gy (Baadad
Contact: John Miller at 518-402-9589 or john.miller@dec.ny.qov
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