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Note: This Citizen Participation (CP) Pian was drafted by R.M.G.K. Reaity Corp. (the 
responsibie party for the Biauveit Laundry Site). The New York State Department of 
Environmentai Conservation (NYSDEC) oversaw preparation of the CP Pian and approved 
the document after a review of preiiminary drafts.

The CP Pian wiii be evaiuated periodicaiiy, and may be amended based on changing 
issues of pubiic concern, or substantiai changes in the site's investigation program. In 
addition, if action is chosen to ciean up the Biauveit Laundry Site, additionai CP activities 
wiii be pianned and conducted for design and construction of the remedy.

The public's suggestions about this CP Plan and the CP program for the 
Blauvelt Laundry Site are always welcome. Interested people are encouraged 
to discuss their ideas and suggestions with project contacts listed in Section 5 
of this CP Plan (page 5).



1.0 IN T R O D U C T IO N  AND O V E R V IE W  OF TH E  C IT IZ E N  P A R T IC IP A T IO N  PLAN

The N ew York State Department o f  Environmental Conservation (N Y SD EC ), in cooperation with the New 
Y ork  State Department o f  Health (N YSD O H ), is committed to informing and involving the public during the 
upcoming Remedial Investigation (RI) and Feasibility Study (FS) o f the Blauvelt Laundry Site.

The RI is a detailed study to determine how much hazardous waste contamination there is, how far it 
extends, and potential threats to public health and the environment. Using information developed 
during the RI, the FS evaluates possible ways to clean up the site. N Y S D E C  describes its preferred 
method in a Proposed Remedial Action Plan. After public comment, the selection o f a cleanup 
alternative is finalized in a Record o f  Decision. Then the cleanup remedy is designed and constructed.

This Citizen Participation (CP) Plan identifies important community issues and information needs that 
relate to the Blauvelt Laundry Site. The CP Plan also describes CP activities to be conducted during the 
RI/FS. The CP activities are designed to achieve the following objectives:

•  Help the interested and affected public to understand the contamination problems at the Blauvelt Laundry 
Site, and the nature and progress o f  N Y S D E C ’s program to investigate and clean up the site;

•  Ensure open communication between the public and project staff throughout the remedial process;

•  Create opportunities for the public to contribute information, opinions and perspectives that have the 
potential to influence decisions about the site’ s investigation and cleanup.

•  Show that public input was received and considered, and how it was factored into decision making.

R .M .G .K . Realty Corp. will conduct the RI/FS with N Y SD E C  oversight. N Y SD E C  will implement the CP 
activities described in this CP Plan. N Y SD O H  will participate in many o f these activities. R .M .G .K . Realty Corp. 
w ill assist with some CP activities under N Y S D E C  oversight, review and approval.

2.0 S ITE  BACKGROUND

The Blauvelt Laundry Site is an approximately 0.6-acre commercial property located at 549 Western 
Highway, at the intersection o f North Troop Road, in the hamlet o f  Blauvelt, Orangetown, Rockland County. 
The on-site building contains a drycleaner, florist, and delicatessen. The site is near residential and small 
commercial structures, a firehouse, post office, and library. A  map showing the location o f  the Blauvelt 
Laundry Site is provided on page 2.

On-site dry cleaning operations, which began as early as the 1960s or 1970s, are believed to have 
contaminated local groundwater and a downgradient supply well (the former Spring Valley Water Authority 
well field # 15 , located on North Troop Road) with the chlorinated solvent tetrachloroethylene (also known as 
“ P C E ” ) and its breakdown products. P C E  contamination has been previously documented in on-site soil vapor 
and in three on-site groundwater monitoring wells. N Y SD E C  has defined Blauvelt Laundry as a Class 2 
hazardous waste site, and has placed it on New Y ork ’ s Registry o f Inactive Hazardous Waste Disposal Sites. 
The Class 2 designation means that the site poses a significant threat to public health or the environment, and 
that action is required. The latest (2006) Registry description o f the Blauvelt Laundry Site follows this page. 
The Registry page describes the history o f  the site and its contamination problems, and earlier investigation 
activities that have been conducted.
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R E G IS T R Y  P A G E

N B V  Y O R K  S T A T E  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E N V IR O N M E N T A L  C O N S E R V A T IO N  
D iv is io n  o f  E n v iro n m e n ta l R e m e d ia :io n  

________Inactive Hazardous Waste Disposal Report ApriM, 2003
S ite  N a m e : B la u v e l t  L a u n d r y  S ite  C o d e :

C la ss  C e d e ; 2 R eg  on : 3 C o unn /: R o c k la n d  E P A  lo:

A d d re s s : G8 S o u th  W e s te rn  H ig h w a y  /  O ra n g e b u rg ,  N Y  10-962 ( L o c a l i t y :  B la u v e lt )  

L a titu d e : 41= 3 ' 3 9 "  L o rrg itu d e  73= 5 7 ' 2 5 "

S ite  T ype : S t r u c tu r e ______________________________________ E s tim a te d  S ize . 0 .5  A c r e s

3 4 4 0 3 7

S ite  O iv n e r t O p e ra to r  In fo rm a tio n :

C u rre n t -O w nenis) N a m e : R M G K  R e a lty  C o rp o ra t io n
C u rre n t O w n e r s }  .A dd ress : 2 5  S m ith  S tre e t  

O w n e . 'is !  d u r in g  d is p o s a l:  u n k n o w n  
O p e ra to r is i d u r in g  d is p o s a l:  u n k n o w n  

S ta te d  O p e ra to r(s )  .A dd ress :

H a z a rd o u s  W a s te  D is p o s a l P e n c e :

I  N a n u e t ,  N Y  109 5 4

F ro m ; 1 9 7 0 s  T o :  1 9 8 0 s

S ite  D e s c r ip t io n :
The Bau'/eit Lair-dronat arto Dry Clea-’ing Center is Iccstec .vithin a conirerdal.retsil area cf Bla„vet, OangetcAn, Rock and Co.nty. T-e 
cne half acre s te contains three retail stores inc .ding a deli-corvenience stcre, a stationary sto-e ano a dry cleaning estab shrient. A dry- 
cleaning cperation has teen present at the fac ty since the late 1S60s Earrples taken fron the Sprng Valley Water Authority (SVWA) Well 
= 15 roicatec a persistence of tetrachloroethere abcve standaros frcm 1 &7S to t S82. "he well v/as closed in late Tv81 due to this 
contanination. A Pre rninary Site Assessnent (PSA.) ccircieted n December tSS5 indicated a release of tetrachloroethene fron tte site. 
Ths site is t-e kefv so.rce of the cortamiration which closed 3VWA “ 15.
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3.0 PRO JECT D ESC R IPTIO N

R .M .G .K . Realty Corp. and N Y S D E C  have entered into an Order on Consent in which R .M .G .K . Realty Corp. 
w ill conduct additional, detailed study o f  the site with N Y SD E C  oversight. This Remedial Investigation and 
Feasibility Study (RI/FS) w ill be to define the extent o f  hazardous waste contamination, its sources on the site, the 
risks, i f  any, to public health and the environment and, if  needed, potential remedial (cleanup) options.

3.1 Project Objectives

The RI is being focused to determine i f  contamination from any sources o f dry-cleaning solvents (PCE or its
breakdown products) remains on the site, and determine the quality o f groundwater. The RI will consist o f  soil 
gas/air quality sampling, the installation o f  several new monitoring wells, and the sampling o f groundwater. A 
brief description o f  these activities, several preliminary actions, and sampling locations follows.

3.2 Soil Gas Survey

Soil gas samples will be collected from beneath the concrete slab o f the on-site building and from multiple outdoor 
locations. A  map will be prepared that shows the compounds detected at each sampling point. The soil gas map 
will indicate the nature and extent o f  contamination. The map could also show sources for the contamination and 
potential ways that the contamination can move (“ migration pathways” ).

3.3 A ir  Quality Sampling

A ir quality sampling will be conducted when soil vapors are collected from beneath the slab o f the on-site 
building. Indoor samples will be collected in the retail spaces occupied by the florist and the delicatessen, and an 
outdoor sample will be collected from an upwind location to document background air quality.

3.4 Soil Boring Sampling

I f  warranted by the results o f  the soil vapor sampling, soil samples will be collected from soil borings extended at 
locations suspected o f  having significant contaminant levels.

3.5 Groundwater Monitoring Well Installation and Sampling

W ells to monitor the groundwater were installed on the site during earlier investigations. At least one o f  these 
wells has been damaged and will be replaced. Additional wells will be installed, as necessary, so that both shallow 
and deep groundwater can be investigated, and all wells will be sampled to document the presence or absence o f 
P C E  and other volatile organic compounds in groundwater.

3.6 Project Schedule

The installation o f  monitoring wells and the sampling o f  soil vapor and groundwater are expected to begin by mid- 
June 2007. Fieldwork will take approximately four weeks to complete. Any soil boring and sampling activities will 
be performed i f  N Y S D E C  decides that such sampling is needed. Laboratory results should be available about two 
weeks later. A  Draft RI/FS Report will be submitted to N Y SD E C  thereafter. The RI/FS workplan provides full 
details regarding the investigation. Copies can be reviewed at the repositories listed in Section 6.0 o f  this Citizen 
Participation Plan (page 6).
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4 .0  C IT IZ E N  P A R T IC IP A T IO N  A C T IV IT IE S

This section o f  the CP Plan describes the CP activities to be conducted during the RI/FS. Project staff will perform 
these activities to inform and involve the affected and interested community in the investigation and remediation 
activities for the Blauvelt Laundry Site Site.

C P  activities for this site include:

•  Establishment o f  Document Repositories

•  Creation o f  a mailing list for the Potentially Affected/Interested Public. Individuals and groups included 
in the Contact List (see Section 7.0 o f  this Plan) will receive all mailings. The list will be updated as 
needed.

•  Identification o f  the N Y S D E C  and N YSD O H  Project Managers for the project and the ways for the
public to contact them. Interested persons are encouraged to contact staff at any time with additional 
issues or information needs.

•  Mailing a Fact Sheet to the Public Contact List, announcing the site investigation and placement o f the 
Work Plan in the document repositories.

•  M ailing a Fact Sheet to announce the Proposed Remedial Action Plan (PRAP) for the site, and the date 
and location o f  a public meeting.

•  Hold a public meeting during a 30 day comment period for the PRA P.

•  Prepare a responsiveness summary addressing comments received from the public.

•  M ailing a “Notice o f  ROD Availability” .

5 .0  P R O J E C T  C O N T A C T S

For additional information about the program to investigate/remediate the Blauvelt Laundry Site Site, the public is 
encouraged to contact any o f  the following project staff:

Blauvelt Laundry Site (Site Code 3-44-03 7) -  Citizen’s Participation Plan May 2007

New Y o rk  State Department of Environmental Conservation (N YSDEC ):

Jam es Candiloro Michael Knipfing
Project Manager Citizen Participation Specialist
N Y S D E C  Division o f  Environmental Remediation N Y SD E C  Region 3
625 Broadway 2 1 South Putt Corners Road
Albany, N Y  12 2 3 3 -7 0 14  N e w P a ltz ,N Y  12 5 6 1- 16 2 0
(5 18 )4 0 2 -9 56 4  (8 4 5)2 56 -3 154

New Y o rk  State Department of Health (NYSDO H ):

Rebecca Mitchell 
Public Health Specialist 
N Y SD O H  
547 R iver Street 
Troy, N Y  12 18 0  
(5 18 )  402-7880
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6.0  D O C U M E N T  R E P O S IT O R IE S  A N D  L IS T  OE A V A IL A B L E  D O C U M E N T S

Three document repositories have been established to provide the public with convenient access to important 
project documents and other information. This information will include reports, data and other information 
gathered and developed during the course o f  the Remediation.

Biauvelt Laundry Site (Site Code 3-44-037) -  Citizen’s Participation Plan May 2007

Biauvelt Free Library
541 Western Highway 
Biauvelt, N Y  10 9 13  
Phone: (8 4 5 )3 59 -2 8 11
Mon.-Thur. 10:00A M -9:00PM , Fri. 10:00A M -5:00PM , Sat. 1 1  ;00AM -5:00PM , Sun. 2:OOPM-5:OOPM 
(During summer. Sat. 10:00A M -2:00PM , Sun. C LO SED )

N Y S D E C  Region 3 O ffice 
2 1  South Putt Corners Road 
N ew Paltz, N Y  12 56 1 
(8 4 5 )2 56 -3 154  
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 AM -4:45 PM

N Y S D E C  Central Office
Division o f Environmental Remediation - Remedial Bureau C 
625 Broadway 
Albany, N Y  12 2 3 3 -7 0 17  
Mon.-Fri. 8 :30AM -4:45PM

A v a i la b le  D o c u m e n ts

At the start o f the Remedial Investigation and Feasibility Study, copies o f  the following documents will be 
placed in the repositories:

- RI/FS workplan
- this Citizen Participation Plan for the Biauvelt Laundry Site
- Preliminary Site Assessment (PSA ) report
- Order on Consent for R E F S  signed by N Y SD E C  and R .M .G .K . Realty Corp.

Additional documents will be developed during the RI/FS, and will be made available in the 
repositories. Their availability will be announced through fact sheets, public meetings and other means.
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7.0  P O T E N T IA L L Y  A F F E C T E D /IN T E R E S T E D  P U B L IC  (C O N T A C T  L IST )

T h e  fo l lo w in g  c o n ta c t lis t h a s  b een  d e v e lo p e d  to  h e lp  N Y S D E C  k eep  th e  c o m m u n ity  in fo rm e d  a b o u t an d  in v o lv e d  in th e  
In v e s t ig a t io n  a n d  R e m e d ia t io n  p ro c ess  fo r th e  B la u v e lt  L a u n d ry  S ite  S ite . T h e  lis t in c lu d e s  a d ja c e n t p ro p e rty  o w n ers ; 
lo ca l, r e g io n a l  a n d  s ta te  o ffic ia ls ; loca l m ed ia ; c iv ic , b u s in e ss  an d  e n v iro n m e n ta l o rg a n iz a tio n s  a n d  o th e rs . T h e  c o n ta c t 
l is t  w ill  b e  re v ie w e d  p e r io d ic a lly  an d  u p d a te d  a s  a p p ro p ria te .

N o te : T h e  a d ja c e n t/a f fe c te d  p ro p e rty  o w n e r  a n d  r e s id e n t  p o rtio n  o f  th e  lis t is m a in ta in ed  c o n fid e n tia lly  in p ro je c t  files, 
n o t  in a  C P  P la n  o r  re p o s ito r ie s .

B la u v e lt  L a u n d ry  S ite  C on tact L ist

Media

C ity  E d ito r C ity  E d ito r N e w s  D ire c to r
H u d s o n  V a lle y  B u s in e ss  Jo u rn a l R o c k la n d  C o u n ty  T im e s C a b le v is io n
86  E . M a in  S t 119 M a in  St. 2 3 5  W . N y a c k  R o ad
W a p p in g e rs  F a l l s ,  N Y  12590 N a n u e t, N Y  10954 W . N y a c k , N Y  10994

C ity  E d ito r C ity  E d ito r , T h e  Jew ish  T rib u n e N e w s  D ire c to r , M e d iaO n e
O u r  T o w n  M e d ia  Inc. E x e c u tiv e  O ffice N . R o c k la n d  H ig h  S ch o o l
P .O . B o x  3 2 9 78  R a n d a ll A v e n u e H a m m o n d  R o a d
R a m s e y , N J  0 7 4 4 6 R o c k v ille  C e n te r, N Y  11570 T h e ills , N Y  10984

C ity  E d ito r C ity  E d ito r N e w s D ire c to r
E l C la r in T h e  R e c o rd W R N N T V
4 8  B ro a d w a y 150 R iv e r  S tre e t 721 B ro a d w ay
H a v e rs tra w , N Y  10927 H a c k e n sa c k , N J  07601 K in g s to n , N Y  12401

C ity  E d ito r N e w s  D ire c to r L isa  P h illip s , B u re a u  C h ie f
E l C la r in W N Y K W A M C
4 8  B ro a d w a y N y a c k  C o lle g e 4 4  M a in  S tree t
H a v e rs tra w , N Y  1 0927 N y a c k , N Y  10960 K in g s to n , N Y  12401

C ity  E d ito r N e w s  D ire c to r N e w s D ire c to r
Jo u rn a l  N e w s W R K L W R N N  T V
2 0 0  N o r th  R o u te  303 1551 R o u te  2 0 2 721 B ro a d w ay
W e s t  N y a c k , N Y  10994 P o m o n a , N Y  10970 K in g sto n , N Y  12401

C ity  E d ito r N e w s  D ire c to r H an k  G ro ss
O u rT o w n /  C o u r ie r /  In d e p e n d e n t C a b le v is io n M id -H u d so n  N e w s  S e rv ice
3 6  R id g e 2 3 5  W . N y a c k  R o ad 42  M a rc y  L an e
P e a r l  R iv e r , N Y  10965 W . N y a ck , N Y  10994 M id d le to w n , N Y  10941

C ity  E d ito r N e w s D ire c to r N e w s D ire c to r
R o c k la n d  R e v ie w W o m e n 's  eN ew s W T B Q
2 6  S n a k e  H ill R d. 3 9 5  H u d so n  S tre e t 62  N . M a in  St.
W e s t N y a c k , N Y  10994 N e w  Y o rk , N Y  10014 F lo rid a , N Y  10921

N e w s  D ire c to r  
W R C R
75 W e s tR t .  59 , S u ite  2 1 2 6  
N a n u e t ,  N Y  10954
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Local Officials

T h o m  K le in e r  
S u p e rv iso r
O ra n g e to w n  T o w n  H a ll 
2 6  O ra n g e b u rg  R o a d  
O ra n g e b u rg , N Y  10962

M a rie  M a n n in g  
O ra n g e b u rg  T o w n  H all 
2 6  O ra n g e b u rg  R o a d  
O ra n g e b u rg , N Y  10962

D e n is  A . O 'D o n n e ll 
O ra n g e b u rg  T o w n  H all 
2 6  O ra n g e b u rg  R o ad  
O ra n g eb u rg , N Y  10962

D e n is  T ro y
O ra n g e b u rg  T o w n  H a ll 
2 6  O ra n g e b u rg  R o ad  
O ra n g e b u rg , N Y  10962

T o m  M o rr  
C o u n c ilp e rso n  
O ra n g e b u rg  T o w n  H a ll 
2 6  O ra n g e b u rg  R o ad  
O ra n g e b u rg , N Y  10962

C h a rlo tte  M a d ig an , T o w n  C le rk  
O ra n g e b u rg  T o w n  H all 
2 6  O ra n g e b u rg  R o ad  
O ra n g e b u rg , N Y  10962

County Officials

P a u l P ip e ra to , C o u n ty  C le rk  
R o c k la n d  C o u n ty  C o u rth o u se
I S o u th  M a in  S tree t, S u ite  100 
N e w  C ity , N Y  1 0 9 5 6

H o n o ra b le  H a rr ie t  D . C o rn e ll  
R o c k la n d  C o u n ty  L e g is la tu re
I I  N e w  H e m p s te a d  R o a d  
N e w  C ity , N Y  1 0956

H o n o ra b le  C o n n ie  C o lte r  
R o c k la n d  C o u n ty  L eg is la tu re  
11 N e w  H e m p s te a d  R o a d  
N e w  C ity , N Y  10956

L a u re n c e  O . T o o le , C le rk  
R o c k la n d  C o u n ty  L eg is la tu re  
11 N e w  H e m p ste a d  R o ad  
N e w  C ity , N Y  10956

S a lv a to re  C o ra llo  
C o m m iss io n e r  -  R C D O P  
5 0  S a n a to riu m  R o a d  -  B u ild in g .T  
P o m o n a , N Y  10970

Jo a n  F a c e lle
C o m m iss io n e r  -  R C D O H  
50  S a n a to riu m  R o a d  -  B u ild in g  D 
P o m o n a , N Y  10956

C a th e rin e  Q u in n , P .E .
R C D O H
5 0  S a n ito riu m  R o a d  -  B u ild in g  D  
P o m o n a , N Y  10970

State Officials

R e g io n a l D ire c to r  - N Y S D E C  
21 S. P u tt  C o m e rs  R o ad  
N e w  P a l tz ,N Y  12561

W e n d y  R o se n b a c h  
N Y S D E C
21 S. P u tt  C o m e rs  R o a d  
N e w  P a ltz , N Y  12561

R ic h a rd  B a ld w in  
N Y S D E C
21 S o u th  P u tt C o m e rs  R d. 
N e w  P a ltz , N Y  12561

M ic h a e l J. K n ip fm g  
N Y S D E C
21 S. P u tt  C o m e rs  R o ad  
N e w  P a ltz , N Y  12561

P e g  D u k e  
N Y S D E C
21 S. P u tt  C o m e rs  R d.
N e w  P a ltz , N Y  12561

H a ro ld  E v an s  
N Y S D E C  
6 2 5  B ro a d w ay  
A lb a n y , N Y  12233

Ja m es C a n d ilo ro  
N Y S D E C  
6 2 5  B ro a d w ay  
A lb a n y , N Y  12233

Sal E rv o lin a  
N Y S D E C  
6 2 5  B ro a d w ay  
A lb a n y , N Y  12233

S o n ia  M e y e r, E sq . 
N Y S D E C  
6 2 5  B ro a d w ay  
A lb an y , N Y  12233

M a ry  Y o u n g  
N Y S D E C  
6 2 5  B ro a d w ay  
A lb an y , N Y  12233

R e b e c c a  M itch e ll 
N Y S D O H  
5 4 7  R iv e r  S tree t 
T ro y , N Y  12180

R ich a rd  M o rse
N Y S  A sse m b ly  W aste  C o m m iss io n s  
A g e n cy  B ld g . 4 , F ifth  F lo o r, E S P  
A lb a n y , N Y  12248

G a ry  L itw in  
N Y S D O H  
5 4 7  R iv e r  S tree t 
T ro y , N Y  12180

M ic h ae l R iv ara  
N Y S D O H  
5 4 7  R iv e r  S tre e t 
T ro y , N Y  12180
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State Elected Officials

H o n o ra b le  T h o m a s  P. M o ra h an  
158 A irp o r t  E x ec . P a rk  
N a n u e t , N Y  1 0954

H o n o ra b le  E lle n  Ja ffee
6 3 7  L e g is la tiv e  O ff ice  B u ild in g
A lb a n y , N Y  12248

Federal Elected Officials

S e n a to r  C h a r le s  E . S c h u m er 
3 1 3  H a r t  S e n a te  B u ild in g  
W a s h in g to n , D C  2 0 5 1 0

Environmental Groups

S c e n ic  H u d so n  
1 C iv ic  C e n te r  P la z a  
P o u g h k e e p s ie , N Y  12601

S e n a to r  H illa ry  R o d h a m  C lin to n  
4 7 6  R u sse ll S e n a te  O ffice  B u ild in g  
W a sh in g to n , D C  2 0 5 1 0

T h e  N a tu re  C o n se rv a n cy  
E a s te rn  N Y  C h a p te r  
2 6 5  C h e s tn u t R id g e  R o ad  
M t. K is c o ,N Y  10549

H o n o ra b le  E lio t L . E n g el 
261 W e s t N y a c k  R d  
W est N y a c k , N Y  10994

L au ra  H a ig h t 
N Y P IR G
107 W a sh in g to n  A v e . 
A lb an y , N Y  12210

C le a rw a te r , Inc .
112 M a rk e t  S tre e t 
P o u g h k e e p s ie , N Y  12601

K a rl C o p la n , E sq . 
P a c e /R iv e rk e e p e r  
7 8  N . B ro a d w a y  
W h ite  P la in s , N Y  10603

S ie rra  C lu b  
A tlan tic  C h a p te r  
353  H a m ilto n  S tre e t 
A lb a n y , N Y  1 2 2 1 0 -1 7 0 9

G re e n w a y  C o n se rv a n c y  
C a p ito l B u ild in g  
C a p ito l S ta tio n , R m  2 5 4  
A lb a n y , N Y  12224

C itiz e n s  E n v iro n m e n ta l C o a litio n  
119 W a sh in g to n  A v e n u e , S u ite  #3 
A lb a n y , N Y  12204

R o c k la n d  C o u n ty  C o n se rv a tio n  
A sso c ia tio n  
P .O . B o x  213  
P o m o n a , N Y  10970

Other Interested Parties

R M G K  R e a lty  C o rp . 
c /o  J a m e s  D . L ic a ta , E sq . 
L ic a ta  &  C o n k lin  
2 2 2  R o u te  59 , S u ite  111 
S u ffe rn , N e w  Y o rk  10911

E d w a rd  D e v in e , E sq .
P .O . B o x  7 7 6  
N a n u e t , N Y  10954

S ta tio n  O n e  D e lic a te sse n  
5 4 9  W e s te rn  H ig h w a y  
B la u v e lt,  N Y  10913

P o s t  M a s te r  
U S  P o s t  O ffice  
W e s te rn  H ig h w a y  
B la u v e lt,  N Y  10913

S c o tt  S p itz e r  
S e n io r  P ro je c t  M a n a g e r  
E c o sy s te m s  S tra te g ies , Inc. 
2 4  D a v is  A v en u e  
P o u g h k e e p s ie , N Y  12603

R e fe re n c e  L ib ra r ia n  
B la u v e lt  F re e  L ib ra ry  
541 W e s te rn  H ig h w ay  
B la u v e lt, N Y  10913

B lu e  H ill C lea n e rs  
5 4 9  W e s te rn  H ig h w ay  
B lau v e lt, N Y  10913

U n ite d  W a te r  N e w  Y o rk  
3 6 0  W es t N y a c k  R o ad  
W e s t N y a c k , N Y  10994

B la u v e lt  V o lu n te e r  F ire  C o . 
548  W este rn  H ig h w a y  
B lau v e lt, N Y  10913

O ra n g e to w n  F lo r is t  
5 4 9  W es te rn  H ig h w a y  
B lau v e lt, N Y  10913

A  S p e c ia l T o u c h  U n ise x  S a lo n  
5 4 7  W este rn  H ig h w a y  
B lau v e lt, N Y  10913
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8.0 H aza rd ou s W aste Site P rogram  G lossa ry  and Acronym s

May 2007

GLOSSARY

This glossary defines terms associated with New York’s hazardous waste site citizen 
participation program, and important elements o f the hazardous waste site remedial program. 
Words in bold in the definitions are defined elsewhere in the glossary. A  list o f acronyms often 
used in the remedial program follows the Glossary.

A dm in istrative Record

A va ilab ility  Session

C itizen Participation

C itizen Participation  
Plan

C itizen Participation  
Record

Citizen Participation  
Specialist

Part o f a site’s Record of Decision which lists and defines 
documents used in the development o f N Y S D E C ’s decision 
about selection o f a remedial action.

A  scheduled gathering o f program staff and members o f the 
public in a casual setting, without a formal presentation or 
agenda but usually focusing on a specific aspect o f a site’s 
remedial process.

A  program o f planning and activities to encourage 
communication among people affected by or interested in 
hazardous waste sites and the government agencies responsible 
for investigating and remediating them.

A  document which must be developed at a site’s Remedial 
Investigation stage. A  CP Plan describes the citizen 
participation activities that w ill be conducted during a site’s 
remedial process.

A  document prepared at a major remedial stage which describes 
the citizen participation activities required at that stage. A  CP 
Record also directs a scoping process to determine i f  additional 
citizen participation activities are appropriate and feasible.

A  staff member from an N Y S D E C  central office or regional 
office who has specialized training and experience to assist a 
project manager and other staff to plan, conduct and evaluate 
site-specific citizen participation program.

-10-
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Classification
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Com m ent Period

Consent O rd er

Contact List

A  process to place a hazardous waste site within a category 
which defines its hazardous waste status and its threat or 
potential threat to public health and the environment. Sites are 
listed along with their classifications in the Registry of 
Inactive Hazardous Waste Disposal Sites.

Class 1 - causing or representing an imminent danger of 
causing irreversible or irreparable damage to public health or 
environment — immediate action required.
Class 2 - significant threat to public health or environment -  
action required.
Class 2a - temporary classification assigned to a site for which 
there is inadequate or insufficient data for inclusion in any 
other classification.
Class 3 - does not present a significant threat to public health 
or environment — action may be deferred.
Class 4 - site properly closed — requires continued 
management.
Class 5 - site properly closed — no further action required. 
Delisted - site no longer considered an inactive hazardous 
waste disposal site.

A  time period for the public to review and comment about 
various documents and D E R  actions. For example, a 30-day 
comment period is provided when D E R  issues a Proposed 
Remedial Action Plan (PR A P), and when D E R  proposes to 
Delist a site from the Registry o f Inactive Hazardous Waste 
Disposal Sites.

A  legal and enforceable agreement negotiated between 
N Y S D E C  and a responsible party. The order sets forth 
agreed upon terms by which a responsible party w ill undertake 
site investigation and/or cleanup, or pay for the costs o f those 
activities. The order includes a description o f the remedial 
actions to be taken by the responsible party with N Y S D E C  
oversight, and a schedule for implementation.
Names, addresses and/or telephone numbers o f individuals, 
groups, organizations, government officials and media affected 
by or interested in a particular hazardous waste site. The size of 
a contact list and the categories included are influenced by 
population density, degree o f interest in a site, the stage o f the 
remedial process and other factors, ft is an important tool 
needed to conduct outreach activities.
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Delist

Division of 
Environm ental 
Enforcem ent (D E E )

Division of
Environm ental
Rem ediation

Division o f Hazardous  
W aste Remediation

Docum ent Repository

Enforcem ent

Environm ental Q uality  
Bond Act (E Q B A )

Action by which D E R  removes a hazardous waste site from the 
Registry o f Inactive Hazardous W aste Disposal Sites upon 
determination that: the site contains inconsequential amounts 
o f hazardous waste; or that a remediated site no longer requires 
O peration and Maintenance; or that a remediated site does 
not require Operation and Maintenance. A  proposal to delist a 
site triggers a public notification and comment period 
process.

A  unit within the New  York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation which works with the Division of 
Environm ental Remediation and others to negotiate with 
responsible parties to achieve agreements for the investigation 
and remediation o f hazardous waste sites. A  negotiated 
agreement is contained in a consent order.

Formerly the Division of Hazardous Waste Remediation, a
major program unit within the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation created to manage the hazardous 
waste site remedial program from site discovery through 
O peration and Maintenance activities. Staff include: 
engineers, geologists, chemists, attorneys, citizen participation 
specialists, environmental program specialists and support 
staff

(See Division of Environm ental Remediation.)

A  file o f documents pertaining to a site’s remedial and citizen 
participation programs which is made available for public 
review. The file generally is maintained in a public building 
near the hazardous waste site to provide access at times and a 
location convenient to the public.
N Y S D E C ’s efforts, through legal action i f  necessary, to compel 
a responsible party to perform or pay for site remedial 
activities. N Y S D E C  may perform this effort by itself or in 
concert with other agencies.

The 1986 Environmental Quality Bond Act which gives New  
York State bonding authority o f up to $1.2 billion to fund the 
State’s share o f the total cost o f remediating hazardous waste 
sites in New  York State.
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Fact Sheet

In te rim  Remedial 
M easure ( IR M )

N ational Priorities List

New  Y o rk  State 
D epartm ent of Health

New  Y o rk  State 
D epartm ent of Law

N ew  Y o rk  State 
R egistry of Inactive  
Hazardous Waste 
Disposal Sites

A  written discussion about part or all o f a site’s remedial 
process, prepared and provided by D E R  to the public. A  fact 
sheet may focus on: a particular element o f the site’s remedial 
program; opportunities for public involvement; availability o f a 
report or other information, or announcement o f a public 
meeting or comment period. A  fact sheet may be mailed to 
all or part o f a site’s contact list, distributed at meetings, 
placed in a document repository and/or sent on an “as 
requested” basis.

A  discrete action which can be conducted at a site relatively 
quickly to reduce the risk to people’s health and the 
environment from a well-defined hazardous waste problem. 
An IR M  can involve removing contaminated soil and drums, 
providing alternative water supplies or securing a site to 
prevent access.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s list o f the most 
serious uncontrolled or abandoned hazardous waste sites 
identified for possible long-term remedial response using 
money from a special trust fund.

Agency within the executive branch o f New York State 
govemment which: performs health-related inspections at 
suspected hazardous waste sites; conducts health assessments 
to determine potential risk from environmental exposure; 
reviews Risk Assessments prepared during the Remedial 
Investigation and Feasibility Study; conducts health-related 
community outreach around sites; and reviews remedial actions 
to assure that public health concerns are adequately addressed.

Agency within the executive branch o f New York State 
government which takes the lead on hazardous waste sites 
requiring civil enforcement through court action. Litigation 
can involve negotiations and court action with responsible 
parties to clean up sites; natural resource damage claims, and 
recovery o f remedial costs.

The “Registry.” A  document which N Y S D E C  is directed by 
law to maintain and which lists and provides information about 
every hazardous waste site in New  York State which meets 
criteria established through a definition o f hazardous waste and 
a classification system.
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O perable U n it

O peration and 
M aintenance

Prelim inary  Site 
Assessment (PSA)

Project M anager

Proposed Remedial 
Action Plan (PR A P)

Public Meeting

A  discrete part o f an entire site that produces a release, threat of 
release, or pathway o f exposure. An Operable Unit can receive 
specific investigation, and a particular remedy may be 
proposed. A  Record of Decision is prepared for each Operable 
Unit.

A  period in which remedial action may be conducted following 
construction at a site (for example, operation o f a “pump and 

treat” system), or which is performed after a remedial action to 
assure its continued effectiveness and protection o f people’s 
health and the environment. Activities can include site 
inspections, well monitoring and other sampling.

A  PSA is D E R ’s first investigation o f a site. A  PSA is 
performed to determine i f  a site meets New  York State’s 
definition o f an inactive hazardous waste disposal site by 
confirming the presence o f hazardous waste and determining if 
the site poses a significant threat to public health or the 
environment.

An N Y S D E C  staff member within the Division of 
Environm ental Remediation (usually an engineer, geologist 
or hydro geologist) responsible for the day-to-day 
administration o f remedial activities at, and ultimate 
disposition of, a hazardous waste site. The Project Manager 
works with legal, health, citizen participation and other staff 
to accomplish site-related goals and objectives.

An analysis by DER o f each alternative considered for the 
remediation o f a hazardous waste site and a rationale for 
selection o f the alternative it recommends. The PRAP is 
created based on information developed during the site’s 
Remedial Investigation and Feasibility Study. The PRAP is 
reviewed by the public and other state agencies.

A  scheduled gathering o f Division of Environm ental
Remediation staff with the affected/interested public to give 
and receive information, ask questions and discuss concerns 
about a site’s remedial program. Staff from other N Y S D E C  
divisions, legal and health staff, and staff from consultants and 
a responsible party often also attend. A  public meeting, unlike 
an availability session, generally features a formal presentation 
and a detailed agenda.
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Record of Decision 
(R O D )

Rem edial Alternatives
R eport
(R A R )

Rem edial Construction

Rem edial Design

Rem edial Investigation/ 
Feasibility Study 
(R I/F S )

Responsible Party

Responsiveness
Sum m ary

A  process by which D E R  redefines the threat posed by a 
hazardous waste site to public health and the environment by 
developing and assessing site information and, based on 
findings and conclusions, assigning a new classification code.

A  document which provides definitive record o f the cleanup 
alternative that w ill be used to remediate a hazardous waste 
site. The RO D  is based on information and analyses developed 
during the Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study and 
public comment.

A  report that contains an evaluation o f options for the 
remediation o f any contamination in, on, or under, or 
emanating from, a property that includes an analysis o f data 
and other information concerning the nature and extent o f that 
property’s contamination and is generally performed 
concurrently, and in an interactive fashion, with the site 
investigation.

The physical development, assembly and implementation o f the 
remedial alternative selected to remediate a site. Construction 
follows the Remedial Design stage o f a site’s remedial 
program.

The process following finalization o f a Record o f Decision in 
which plans and specifications are developed for the Remedial 
Construction o f the alternative selected to remediate a site. 
The R I fully defines and characterizes the type and extent of 
hazardous waste contamination at the site. The FS, which may 
be conducted during or after the R I, uses information 
developed during the R I to develop alternative remedial actions 
to eliminate or reduce the threat o f hazardous waste 
contamination to public health and the environment.

An individual or business who: currently owns or operates a 
hazardous waste site; or historically owned or operated a site 
when hazardous waste was disposed; or generated hazardous 
waste at a site; or transported hazardous waste to a site.

A  written summary o f major oral and written comments 
received by DE R  during a comment period about key elements 
of a site’s remedial program, such as a Proposed Remedial 
Action Plan, and D E R ’s response to those comments.

-15-



Blauvelt Laundry Site (Site Code 3-44-037) -  Citizen’s Participation Plan May 2007

Site Investigation  
(S I)

S iiperfund

A  process undertaken to determine the nature and extent of 
contamination in, on, and under, and emanating from a 
property. The S I includes the gathering o f sufficient 
information to determine the necessity for, and the selection of 
the appropriate method of, remediation o f contamination in, on, 
or under, or emanating from a property.

The common name for the Federal program established by the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and 
Liability Act o f 1980, as amended in 1986. The Superfund law 
authorizes the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to 
investigate and clean up sites nominated to the National 
Priorities List.

T itle  3 Project Remediation o f a municipally owned site through the State 
Superfund Title 3 Program whereby New York State pays 75 
percent o f eligible costs for remediation and the municipality 
pays 25 percent.
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A C R O N Y M S

A G N ew  York State Attorney GeneraPs Offiee
A R A R — Applicable, Relevant and Appropriate Requirement
C & D — Construction and Debris
C E R C LA — Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and

CO
Liability Act o f 1980 
Consent Order

CP — Citizen Participation
CPP — Citizen Participation Plan
CPS — Citizen Participation Specialist
C Q C /C Q A — Construction Quality Control/Construction Quality Assurance
D E E — Division o f Environmental Enforcement
D E R — Division o f Environmental Remediation, formerly the

D H W R
Division o f Hazardous Waste Remediation
Division o f Hazardous Waste Remediation, now the Division

D O D ..
o f Environmental Remediation 
Department o f Defense

D O L — Department o f Law
D O W — Division o f Water
EN B — Environmental Notice Bulletin
E Q B A — 1986 Environmental Quality Bond Act
EPA — Environmental Protection Agency
F & W — Division o f Fish and W ildlife
F D A — Food and Drug Administration
FSF — Federal Superfund
F O IL — Freedom o f Information Law
FS — Feasibility Study
F Y — Fiscal Year
G PM — Gallons Per Minute
HeLP — Flealth Liaison Program
IR M — Interim Remedial Measure
mg/kg — milligrams per kilogram
N A PE — Non-Aqueous Phase Liquid
N PL — National Priorities List
N Y S D E C — New  York State Department o f Environmental Conservation
N Y S D O H — New  York State Department o f Health
O & M — Operation and Maintenance
O S H A — Occupational Safety and Health Administration
O U — Operable Unit
P A H — Poly-Aromatic Hydrocarbon
PCB — Poly-Chlorinated Biphenyl
P M — Project Manager
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ppm/ppb/ppt
PRAP
PRP
PRS
PSA
Q A /Q C
R A
R C R A
R D
RFP
R H W R E
RI
RI/FS
R O D
RP
SSF
T A G M
TC LP
TSDF
ug/1
USGS
VC P
V O C

parts per million/parts per billion/parts per trillion
Proposed Remedial Action Plan
Potentially Responsible Party
Priority Ranking System
Preliminary Site Assessment
Quality Assurance/Quality Control
Remedial Action
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
Remedial Design 
Request for Proposals
Regional Flazardous Waste Remediation Engineer
Remedial Investigation
Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study
Record o f Decision
Responsible Party
State Superfund
Technical and Administrative Guidance Memorandum
Toxicity Characteristic Leaching Procedure
Treatment, Storage and Disposal Facility
micrograms per liter
U.S. Geological Service
Voluntary Cleanup Program
Volatile Organic Compound
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F i g u r e  1 ,  S i t e  M a p
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