
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 1, 2012 
 
Mr. Eugene M. Sneeringer, Jr., Esq. 
Sneeringer Monahan Provost Redgrave Title Agency, Inc. 
50 Chapel Street 
Albany, New York 12207 
 
RE: Limited Environmental Investigation 
 Star Plaza 
 2050 Western Avenue 
 Guilderland, New York 
 
Dear Mr. Lewis: 

Hanson Van Vleet, LLC (HVV) performed a limited preliminary environmental investigation at 
Star Plaza.  The limited investigation focused on sampling groundwater monitoring wells, in the 
area of the former plaza septic system and the loading dock associated with the dry cleaners at 
the plaza.   

The preliminary environmental evaluation consisted of the following two tasks: 

Task 1: Regulatory Review/Compliance:  HVV reviewed available regulatory reports 
prepared by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
(NYSDEC), and United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) (i.e., 
NPL and CERCLIS), with respect to potential environmental concerns impacting 
the subject site and area within the required ASTM search radius of the subject 
site. 

Task 2: Groundwater Sample Collection/Evaluation:  HVV collected groundwater 
samples from two existing monitoring wells to determine any potential 
environmental concerns.   

METHODS 

Regulatory Review/Compliance 
Hanson Van Vleet, LLC reviewed environmental data compiled by FIRSTSEARCH from the 
various bureaus of the State of New York and the USEPA in order to determine the appropriate 
regulatory information available with regards to the environmental conditions of the Property 
and surrounding areas.  Inquiries were made based on the ASTM E-1527-05 recommended 
radius of search.  It should be noted that no regulatory environmental records exist prior to 1970, 
and limited environmental records exist prior to 1985.  A summary of the regulatory information 
acquired during this evaluation is included below.  A copy of the FIRSTSEARCH Report is 
attached to this letter report. 
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A review of State and Federal environmental databases identified forty-four (44) sites of 
potential environmental concern within the ASTM search radius.  Of the forty-four (44) potential 
sites, twenty-seven (27) were non-geocoded (could not be located) by FirstSearch.  HVV 
reviewed the non-geocoded sites and determined the locations with respect to the subject 
property.  Guilderland Dry Cleaners, located at the subject property, was identified in the 
FirstSearch report as a RCRA hazardous waste generator.  The subject Property was not 
identified on any other State or Federal databases.  A summary of the FirstSearch report is 
provided below.   

Five (5) RCRA Hazardous Waste Generator (GEN) sites were identified in the database.  
Guilderland Dry Cleaners, located at the subject property, was identified in the FirstSearch report 
as a RCRA hazardous waste generator.  Guilderland Dry Cleaners had reporting violations in 
2005, however, all were immediately resolved.  No outstanding violations are recorded for 
Guilderland Dry Cleaners.  CVS Pharmacy, KEM Cleaners, Jiffy Lube and Rite Aid Pharmacy, 
all located within 0.17 miles of the Property, are listed as RCRA generators, with no recorded 
violations.  The KEM Cleaners and Jiffy Lube are now listed as RCRA NLR (no longer 
regulated) sites.  Based on the lack of outstanding violations, the identified RCRA GEN sites are 
not considered recognized environmental concerns to the subject Property. 

Two (2) RCRA NLR sites were identified in the database report.  As described above, KEM 
Cleaners and Jiffy Lube are listed as “no longer regulated”, meaning they no longer generate 
sufficient hazardous waste to be regulated.  Based on the no longer regulated status, the 
identified RCRA NLR sites are not considered recognized environmental concerns to the subject 
Property. 

One (1) TRIBAL site was identified in the FirstSearch report as non-geocoded.  Address and 
location data for the site is limited.  However, TRIBAL lands are areas of Native American 
government authority and are not considered recognized environmental concerns to the subject 
Property. 

Twenty-five (25) State SPILLS sites were identified in the database.  Of the twenty-four (24) 
SPILL sites identified, nineteen were non-geocoded, meaning FirstSearch could not locate the 
sites.  All of the Spill Sites are listed as closed, with the exception of one.  Close generally means 
that the spill has been remediated to the satisfaction of the NYSDEC.  None of the closed spill 
sites are adjacent to the subject Property.  The one active spill site is a non-geocoded site, which 
is actually located well beyond the ASTM search radius and is in a down gradient direction.  
Based on the closed status, distance and down gradient direction, none of the SPILLS sites 
identified are considered recognized environmental concerns to the subject Property. 

Seven (7) SWL (solid waste landfill) sites were identified in the database.  All were non-
geocoded; however, HVV determined that none were in close proximity to the subject Property.  
Two are inactive C & D landfills, one is an inactive illegal tire dump and two are inactive mixed 
waste landfills.  The remaining two active sites include an active transfer station and an active 
composting facility.  Since none are in close proximity to the Property and none are up gradient 
of the property, none of the SWL sites are considered recognized environmental concerns to the 
subject Property. 

Two (2) Leaking Underground Storage Tank (LUST) sites were identified in the database.  Both 
of the LUST sites identified are listed as closed.  The nearest LUST site is over 0.3 miles from 
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the property in a down gradient direction.  Based on the closed status, neither of the LUST sites 
identified is considered recognized environmental concerns to the subject Property. 

Two (2) Registered Underground/Aboveground Storage Tank sites were identified in the 
database reports.  Both listings are for the same site, Jiffy Lube Store #309, located at 2067 
Western Avenue, across Western Avenue from the Property.  The site previously had as many as 
11 tanks, both ASTs and USTs.  All have been removed and/or abandoned in place in accordance 
with NYSDEC regulations, with the exception of two 200 gallon ASTs.  The site is no longer 
regulated.  Based on the non-regulated status, and the lack of spills or LUST events, the Jiffy 
Lube site is not considered a recognized environmental concern to the subject Property.    

No NPL, CERCLIS, NFRAP, RCRA COR, RCRA TSD, Federal IC/EC, State EC/IC, VCP or 
Brownfields sites were identified within the respective ASTM search radius.  No recognized 
environmental conditions were discovered in relation to the surrounding sites reported within the 
standard ASTM search radius.    

Groundwater Sample Collection  
A subsurface investigation was performed by others in approximately 2001, to investigate the 
former septic system in the area of Guilderland Cleaners on the south side of the plaza.  Five 
monitoring wells were installed as part of that investigation.  Two were temporary monitoring 
wells, which were subsequently abandoned and three were permanent monitoring wells with 
protective curb boxes.   

Low levels of Tetrachloroethene and/or cis-1, 2 Dichloroethene (products that may be associated 
with dry cleaning solvents), were reportedly identified in 2002, in two monitoring wells.  
Guilderland Cleaners has operated at the plaza since the middle to late 1960’s.  It should be 
noted that the plaza was connected to the municipal sewer system in the early to middle 1970’s.  
According to Guilderland Cleaners, they never had equipment that discharged to the septic or 
sewer system and had no knowledge of any spills of dry cleaning products.   

HVV located the three permanent monitoring wells on the south side of the plaza (See attached 
site schematic).  One monitoring well, previously identified as MW-5, had been damaged and 
was filled with asphalt.  Monitoring well MW-3, located adjacent to the loading dock at the rear 
of the Guilderland Cleaners and monitoring well MW-4, located adjacent to the former septic 
tank, were accessed and found to be in good condition.  The original soil boring and monitoring 
well completion logs are attached to this letter report.  The two functional monitoring wells 
happen to be the wells that had exhibited low levels of Tetrachloroethene and/or cis-1, 2 
Dichloroethene in 2002. 

HVV collected groundwater samples using standard sampling protocol on September 17, 2012.  
Each monitoring well was developed to remove sediment that may have settled and plugged the 
well screen in the years since 2002.  Once an adequate connection to the aquifer had been 
established each monitoring well was purged of at least three well volumes of water using clean 
dedicated Teflon coated PVC bailers.  A groundwater sample was then be collected using the 
clean dedicated Teflon coated PVC bailers and placed in laboratory provided sample vials.  The 
well development/purging sheets are attached to this letter report.   

The groundwater samples were delivered to Pace Analytical Laboratory, a New York State 
certified analytical laboratory, under formal chain of custody procedures for analysis for VOCs 
by EPA Method 8260.   
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Groundwater Sample Results 
The analytical results indicated groundwater contamination exceeding the NYSDEC 
groundwater standards at both monitoring well MW-3 and MW-4.  The current parameters 
exceeding the NYSDEC standards are summarized on Table 1.  The current groundwater 
analytical results are attached to this letter report 

Table 1 
Analytical Results (parts per billion) 

Parameter MW-3 MW-4 NYSDEC 
1,1-Dichloroethane 2.44 ND 5 
cis-1, 2-Dichloroethene 15.3 3.18 5 
Tetrachloroethene 199 95.3 5 
Trichloroethene 25.2 4.27 5 

 
Tetrachloroethene, Trichloroethene and cis-1, 2-Dichloroethene levels at monitoring well MW-3 
and Tetrachloroethene levels at monitoring well MW-4, exceed the NYSDEC groundwater 
standards.  Contaminant levels are highest at monitoring well MW-3, adjacent to the loading 
dock at the rear of Guilderland Cleaners.  

Conclusion 
Tetrachloroethene, Trichloroethene and cis-1, 2-Dichloroethene levels at monitoring well MW-3 
and Tetrachloroethene levels at monitoring well MW-4, exceed the NYSDEC groundwater 
standards.  Based on the results of this sampling, HVV recommends that the results be reported 
to the NYSDEC. 

If you have any comments or questions, please contact me at (518) 371-7940. 

Very truly yours, 
Hanson Van Vleet, LLC 

 
Kirby Van Vleet 
Partner/Senior Hydrogeologist 
 
KV/kv 
 
Attachments 
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