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FROM : x•CRPS OF ENGINEERS-NY 212-264 -4260' 1998:09-10 0•_:52 9903 P.e2/OS 

u f 
a t Fe  

US Army Corps 
of Engineers 
New York District 
Jacob K. Javits Federal Building 
Nsw York, N.Y. 10278-0090 
ATTN: Regulatory Branch 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

In replying refer to: 
Public Notice Number:97-13830-YN 

Issue Date: August: 28, 1998 
Expiration Date: Sepr.ember 28, 1998 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The New York District, Corps o` Engineers has received an application for a b•partment of the Army 
permit pursuant to Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 USC 403) and Sectior. 404 of 
the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344). 

APPLICANT: New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
Division of Hazardous Waste Remediation 
50 Wolf Road 
Albany, New York 12201 

ACTIVITY: 
Dredge, with upland disposal, discharge fill to facilitate the remediation 
hazardous waste site. 

WATERWAY: Cumberland Bay on Lake Champlain 

LOCATION: City of Plattsburgh, Clinton County, New York. 

A detailed description and plans of the applicant's activity are enclosed to assist in your review. 

The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact, including 
cumulative il;ipacts, of the proposed activity on the public interest, That decsion u i!1 reflczt the national 
concern for both protection and utilization of important resources. The be 'nef:s which reasonably may 
be expected to accrue from the proposal must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments. 
All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered including the cumulative effects 

thereof; among those are conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, 
historical properties, fish and wildlife values, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion 
and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, enertyy needs, safety, food and 

fiber production, mineral needs, consideration of property ownership and,in genera'. the needs and welfare 
of the people. 

The Corps of 1✓agineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, state, and local agencies and 
Officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this 
proposed activity. Any comments received will he considered by the Corps of Engineers to determine 

whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit Cur this proposal. To make this decision, coltunents 
are used to Assess impacts on endtogcred specles, historic properties, water quality, general 
environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed above. Comments are used in 

preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the 
National Environmental Policy Act. Comments are also used to determine the need fora public heating 
and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed ac:ivity. 
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FROM :,yCRFS OF ENGINEERS-NY 212-2E4-4260 

PUBLIC NOTICE NO, 97.13$30-YN 

1998,09-10 05:53 9903 P.03/OS 

LL COMMENTS REG • RDING TH • PERMIT APPLICATION MUST BE PREPARED IN 
AND MAILED TO REACH TH S OFFICE EEFORE TIC WRITINGEXl°IRATION DATE OF THIS NICE 
otherwise, it will be presumed that there are' objections to the activity. 

Any person may request, in writing, before this public notice expires, that a public hearing be held to 
collect information necessary to consider this application. Requests for public , e ring 
particularity, the reasons why a public hearing should be held. It should be notedsthatlinstate, ith 

formation submitted by mail is considered just as carefully in the permit decisiot process and bears the same we ht 
as that hirnished at a public hearing, g 

Our preliminary determination is that the activity for which authorization is sought llerein is not likely. 
to affect any Federally endangered or threatened species or their critical habitat. However, pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (16 U.S.C. 1531), the District Engineer is consultin with the 

appropriate Federal agency to determine the presence of and potential impacts to listed spees in the project area or their critical habitat. 

Eased upon a review of the latest published version of the National Register of Historic Places, there are 
no known sites eligible for, or included in, the Register within due permit area. Presently uuknown 
archeological, sctentific, prehistorical, or historical data may be lost by work amolished under the required permit. 

Reviews of activities pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act will include application of the 
guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, U.S. ErvironmcntaI Protec tion Agency, under authority 
of Section 404 (b) of the Clean Water Act and the applicant n a water quality certificate or w ill obtai 

to a permit decision. waiver from the appropriate state agcrcy is accordance with Section X101 a the Clean Water Act prior 

It is requested that you communicate the foregoing information concerning the activity to any persons 

known by you to be interested and who did not receive a copy of this notice. If you have any questions 
corcert•ing this application, you may contact this office at (518) 270-0585 and ask for Kim A. Cope-Lzaver. 

For more information on New York District 
hitp://www.nall.usac:,-.army.rr•I Corps of Engineers programs, visit our website at 

FOR THE DISTRICT ENGINEER: 

Enclosures 

•R f •. 
Joseph J. See de 

7 L044• zi- - 
Chief, Regulat. • : ranch 



FROM :TS.RPS O;7 ENGINEERS-NY 212-264-4260 

PUBLIC NOTICE NO, 97-13830-YN' 

199E'09-10 OS: S3 #903 P.0 4105 

WORK I)ESCRIPTION 

The applicant, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, has 

requested Department of the Army authorization to dredge with upland disposal, to dischar g e 
fill material into and construct a boat launch within a portion Cumberland Bay in bake ` 

Champlain. The proposed work would facilitate the remediation of a PC$ contaminated 
portion of the lake. The site is located adjacent to Wilcox Dock along Cumberland Avenue 
in the City of Plattsburgh, Clinton County, New York. 

The work would involve the dredging of approximately 145,000 cubic yards of PCB 
contaminated paper pulp and woodchip material (sludge) from 63 acre 

which would cause the Ioss of approximately 3.40 ac•sOf forestedpwetland,tely3.78 acres of area 
emergent wetlands ( 1.46 acres on a temporary basis), 0.26 acres of shrub wetland xnd 4.81 
acres of floating aquatic bed all located adjacent to and within the lake. The sludge deposit 
varies from 0.25 feet to 10 feet in thickness above the natural lake bottom. 

The majority of the sludge deposit would be removed from the lake bottom using hydraulic 
dredges operating from the Wilcox dock or a barge. 
shoreline would be removed b a mechanical Sludge deposited along the vegetated 

y hanicaI excavator. The dredged material would be 
pumped to a temporary treatment facility for processing through a 6 to 12 inch diameter  situated on the dock or adjacent shoreline. Ile pipe would extend up to 2,300 fe pipe 

approximately 500 feet would be located in et of which 
in the lake, uplaads. The pipe would be supported by floats 

The excavat,•d sludge would be transported to the treatment facility by trucks. Once treated 
the material would be transported to a state approved landfill. After meeting state tivater 

quality standards, effluent from the treatment facility would be discharged into the lake 
through a temporary 12 to 16 inch diameter outfal! pipe to be installed at the end of the 
Wilcox e ou breakwater. Approx.inzatcly 45 cubic yards of ripzap would be placed at the 
end of the nutfall to prevent erosion. The outfall and riprap would be removed upon 
completion of the project. 

The proposed dredging area would be isolated by a floating silt curtain, w•hiltr  portion of the sludge deposit (up to 10 feet thi  steel Sheet 
located along the thickest 

Wilcox Dock, would be isolated by installin g temporarythe northeastern side of 
isolate an approximately 9 acre area of the watexbod eet piling. This would 

would be isolated by the installation of several temporary co ferdanisc••hich wouId be 
ly excavated rea 

relocated in phases as the excavation work proceeds. The applicant ha, indicated that the 

discharge of additional fill material below the ordinary high water mark (O1-IWNI) of  Champlain may occur on a temporary, basis to facilitate the Lake 

construction of access ramp; in the shoreline excavation area. 

The proposed construction of a 45 foot wide b 90 foot loner ve the 
discharge of approximately 100 cubic yards of concrete and 75ocub c at v yards cil oflg;av2l lbelo v 

the OHW,M of the watertivay. The launch would be used for barge transport. In addition, the 

3 



FROM :;.CP.PS OF ENGINEERS-NY 212-264-4260 

K'u,DLtL: NOTICE NO. 97-13330-'YN 
1998,09-10 a9:54 #903 P.,5/os 

applicant proposes to upgrade an existing access road which would involve the loss of 
acres of wetland, The applicant has indicated the boat launch and road would be left in0.24 

place at the close of the project to facilitate future public access to the waterway. 

Temporary impacts are proposed from the discharge of fill material into 1.46 acres 

emergent marsh wetlands to facilitate the construction of the tem ora of 

system, and construction staging areas The applicant has indicated that these waters treatment 
the 

p waste treatment 

United States will be restored to preconstruction conditions at the letion of the 
comp which is anticipated to take approximately 2 years project 

The applicant is proposing to mitigate for the toss of wetlands as a result of the ro restoring the wetlands to pre i 
-remediation conditions.by 

wetlands, 2.40 acres of em Approximately 3.32 acres of forest ergent wetland and 0.59 acres r shrub 'Wetland project forested' 

to Pre-remediation elevations and replanted after project construct;011. would be restored 

"he stated pumpuse of the proposed work is to remediate a hazardous waste site by the 
elimination of the sludge bed as a source of PCB's in Take Champlain. 

4 
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PLANTS 

Forested Wetland 
Area; Trees 

Acer rubrum 

m an 
f'opulus deltoidcs 

Typha latifuia 

Sparganium curycar um 

womft 
Shrub Area 

Cornus sericca 

TABLE I 
Wetland Plants 

TYPE 

Bare root transplant 
or container 

Bare root transplant 

or container 

Barc root transplant 
or container 

Bare rout 

Hare root 

Bare root 

QUANTITY 

165 

165 

35 

15,500 

15,500 

I S,S00 NA 

0.59 

12-24 
inches 

I!! 

12-24 
inches 

!2-<4 

OI ?". 

inches 

I2-24 

inches 

NA 

AREA 

Acres 

2.40 


