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Cumberland Bay PBC cleanup first -
priority of new DEC commissioner

By MARC VIOLETTE
Ottaway News Service

ALBANY — As he was being con-
firmad by the Senate Tuesday as the
state’s new environmental conser-
vation commissioner, John Cahill said
one of his first orders of business will
be to speed cleanup of toxic PCBs in
Cumberland Bay in Lake Champlain.

“The issue of Cumberland Bay and
Georgia-Pacific, that will have to move
pretty quickly,” Cahill said.

PCBs have contaminated some 75
acres beneath the lake. .

“Within the next couple of weeks, we
will release our proposal on PCB
cleanup in the bay for public comment,
and we intend to begin (work) next
sumimer.”

That kind of decisiveness has won
kudos for Cahill from both the busi-
ness and environmental communities,

Cahill to pursue Pataki’s agend

& CAHILL from Page A1

Both Goid
who

supported Cahill this week,

Zagata, an Oneonta native,

came to DEC after working 13
years for oil and gas companies
in Texas and Oklahoma.

He fell out of favor with Pataki
over policy miscues and his per-
sonal conduct while in office.

Cahill has been widely credit-
with “boosting employee
morale at DEC in the months he

o
aa

and Oppenheimer,
16 opposed Zagata’s nomin-
ation in 1993, wholeheartedly

from Democrats and Republicans, as
he takes over an agency rocked by
problems under his predecessor, Mich-
ael Zagata, who was quietly dismissed
by Gov. George Pataki in January.

“John Cahill simply has the exper-
tise, understanding, commitment and
leadership to be the (commissioner) at
this critical time,” said David Miller,
executive director of the National Aud.
ubon Society of New York.

“He’s a good choice, and we definitely
support him,” said Ken Pokalsky, envi-
ronmental director for the Business
Council of New York, the state’s largest
business lobby organization.

“He’s a good man for the job. He’s
bright and he has a clear idea of how to
run the department.”

Cahill, 38, from Yonkers, worked as
an environmental lawyer in a New
York City law firm from 1985 to 1995
when he left to become general counse]

served as acting commissioner
He has also rededicated the
agency to stronger enforcement
of environmental law, which had
diminished under Zagata's wat-
ch.
“We will not sacrifice enforce-

ment,” Cahill told lawmakers
Tuesday.

“Enforcement is not the objec-
tive. But it is a tool of our agency
to help ensure our primary goal,
which is compliance with envi.
ronmental law.”

Cahill said he will continue to
pursue Pataki’s agenda for DEC,

for the
vears.”

head

emplovees and

to the DEC.

He earned a master’s degree from
Pace University Law Schoo] in 1992,

Pataki named Cahill acting DEC
commissioner in January after
Zagata’s departure.

As the Senate unanimously con-
firmed his nomination, lawmakers
made the point of contrasting Cahill to
his predecessor.

“There was a period when [ thought
there was an effort there (at DEC) to
get rid of environmental law,” said Sen.
Suzi Oppenheimer (D-Westchester).

“That was a direction I thought was
very disturbing. But now we are seeing
a vast improvement in the enforce.
ment of our laws.”

“I've been flooded with letters saying
this guy is terrific,” said Sen. Emanue]
Gold (D-Queens).

Please see CAHILL Page A8 »
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which is to carve a delicate bal-
ance between Spurring economic
development in the state whiie
still protecting New York's, afr
land and water. B
arm e . e . N
This is a position that is per-
sonally important to the gover-
nor, and he's asked me to lead An
agency that has set the standard
environmental move.

ment in this country the last 95
4

i
Cahill will be paid 895,635 ¢
an agency with 3:700
a budget of 5330
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- State ready to ac

56 Kettholc gen &/
.. 4 ByJEFF MEYERS {
s < Staff Writer

PLATTSBURGH — The state is finalizing its rec-
ommendations for cleaning the PCB-contaminated
debris in Plattsburgh Bay, and the report should be
released within the next two weeks.

Officials from the Department of Environmental
Conservation have been studying several possibili-
ties for removing the sludge from the environment
near Wilcox Dock. Nearly 93,000 cubic yards of
wood debris is sitting on the lake bottem in that
area. -

Although most people agree that the sludge
should be removed because it contains levels of
polychlorinated biphenyls, the method of removal

has led to some debate.

Sunday, June 22, 1997 A3

‘removal

see the other side before we go forward with oty
remedial plan.” -
Once the final report is released, the state wﬂi‘
held at least two public hearings on the choice:
There will also be a 60-day response period for peo-
pllxe fo make written comments about the state’s
choice. . tes
! The state has also been doing 2 historical study of
the area to determine how the PCBs ended up in
the sludge. Buchanan said no official announces
ments have been made on the source, but that study:
is moving forward.
~ Anyone found responsible for PCB contamina:
" tion would be responsible for a portion of the clean-
up process, which could cost between $10 million
and $20 million dollars, depending on choice of
alternative. o

“There has been quite a bit of interest in the
Plattsburgh area, where groups of people and elect-
ed officials have taken a pesition on how it should
be cleaned up,” said DEC Regional Director Stuart
Buchanan during a recent meeting of the Lake
Champlain Steering Committee. -

“We believe it's premature to take z position al

.this time, We'd like the public to understand all the

alternatives a little better.” .

The state is considering three options: tc do noth-
ing and let nature .work on the sludge bed; to
remove the entire bed by dredging; and to bury the
sludge in one small area. e .

Georgia-Pacific, which used to discharge waste
into the bay in the late 1960s and early *70s, has
taken some responsibility for the sludge bed but
does not believe its plant is responsible for PCB con-

45T 73S

lvise on PC]

tamination.

Officials at G-P have developed a plan they say
the best and most cost-effective alternative. In
plan similar to the state’s third alternative, the._,
want to bury the sludge near the dock and bujld m
retaining wall nround it Lo ensure it does not sec’
back into the bay. ‘

The City of Plattsburgh and other governmes:
officials have endorsed that plan. But environmes
talists want the sludge bed removed completely an
feel the dredging process is not as efficient as som
people claim.”

New dredging equipment can’ remove the sludg
i\;if.hout disturbing it and sending it further into th
ce,

“We're concerned the public has seen only on
side,” Buchanan said. “We'd prefer that they get t
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se, the Strategic Air' Command approach the Air Forcesnumbers on payroll, purchases of goods The outfit paid
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?LATTSBUR(:H — Residents and busi-
gs owners ‘along Cumberland Bay want .

rance that’a proposed -cleanup project
11 fhe bay won’t hurt them too much.

4 ~Jhe state is considering a plan to dredge -
éhe sludge bed near Wilcox Dock, & proce- ..

ore that will take at least two years and -
#ll include a large; temporary sheet-piling -
*gnﬁ‘l’]l along the outer edges of the sludge. =}

at wall, ' which will rise about nine feet
&tbove the water to make sure no debris
sghyes into -the''main lake” ‘during - the -
icfghnup, has reised ' lot of local eyebrows
¥We have several members in that area,”
¥ry Douglas, “exécutive director’ of the
burgh«\)’orth Country-‘ Chamber of

WRMET seRson, and under the best of ire;
kumstances, we're locking ‘at’ two' selid
{years of depression.
§ “How are you going to address their
ﬁwﬁs;w prevent economic loss?’
‘ les spoke to K members of the
mem of ' Environmental
ition, which hag réleased iis draft
¢lean the PCB-laden’ ‘sludge bed,
on't have that kind of information,
wpmgentamv Steve Hammond saxé
t's the kind of information” we're’
'm\ We don’t want to éemgn this
w. This iz a macept amﬂ we re Ieok
your ideag,”. e ;
fecognize thﬂt this lel 1mpa”t yaur
for a while,” Project. Manager Bob
& said, “Ws are sensmve o your
ad want to work with you.”
of the residents in the affacied area
Margaret Street from C}aorgaa»
waier Estates, - o ~ '
said the cleanup could be done N setalning wall to keep PCBladen debr
g0 the retaining wall could be par- o on Fronon Edgewater Estates (abo
oved once the sludge bed close o~ ™™ ) i
m!me is cleanad. Yo Officials are estimating that
t§ are &1&3 concarned &bﬁm‘i what trucks will be used daily to x
1 de mwm quality. Once'it is | texed sludge [rom ¢
watér inside will become slag-- fill. - . )
d mi fnotirecsive. the ‘hatiral %iamrz«m d seid DE

& ’8’%««:« FaTeate wioladialisa w7

ER AR I Wm(
};m iha p?‘@ﬁOi&%

1.,




V¥

s 5 g;gf.ggg grre%%‘fs..gi
QURjs Usisentes oy oU o wss pa
-8 JRH 61 g0 pase [Tas ‘Byeem
Oa% I 65T 20} Apyal DUB (eea
~OuAl 2q [JLA Farpymq weuTy ey,
& k ; 3
% K g Al Aogeades
are seduwy reomojoutse) ey,
‘sprege qof ogoeds
s ssedordwe puewsp mon quy
eV Rhy, pu ogweg-elioag

UBIPIBNTIGH B YOV Sessauisng
[Boop i dwassupred . o soreld
oxd sy poufsep efafion vy,
FUEGD 9 @HE) AN e SR
uyoewor proys epdosd rexry,
pres jlenuag 4y
-nnxoddo yeeld v nogs ydnoann
Buvysg jou 984 e orw B8,
: e 2] pauey
-s@el are spuspras O Jnoqe Apuo
“Haws sy jo sy ecelds sjuspnye gy
Jo dpoedes v savy suresdard ey,

BUIDliNg xsuuy jeojuys) s 088100 AUURLILIGT UOID U0 Seyonaoy

Suysiuy ey3 nd

6208g MABg/1oupa ojou4

sdiay euBjasy o ueweo) uslONYELOY suBUIny

g - CTOUIRA [ arezBoud sotueageers oy

TRLTD S UL peYlNts  Ayesaaruy  eymg

SIUSPIIS Jo ] sy 61 Yeuuwsg  efenioo SUfy uoesIBy Ay
o Bmiproove  ‘umeiford 5 Jo eq s SUOHRAOHAL ¢
BES00NS 8Y) 0] epeieqo Jofetn ouy) Lt FBA00 0 0y

& E80 aﬂm@
pus guesing gy wresfand £Roou
NS o FPRPHUITICOTE Ee: ¥ afxt‘e?&;'x:;'":‘
Sareq 831 seds svep-yeay syemyy,,

“j00] areabe
2ed gr¢ 1@ Surppmg A3oouysay,
pue sousiag e o) paredures §8 o0y
axenbd aad (g¢ 18 UESreg v spsoo
USTIBAOUAL S} SISPIFLIOD [JUUR]
sSupimg o w prey oq s uress T0o-pas
mdwmmmmmﬁmmm ~30} oy sop Smpmg A

AROBAL AP 0} 4
‘pogerdmoo 1 waqdomos L2opmpay,  senmon petnapem

puB eowsiag meu 8y}l ue “PiEq @ o poag:
: ‘wresdord 480 proom ] parsey spepy
oW rernsnput oy pue wmadoad Bt
"memu}‘m‘mmsmg
8% Buppmg xeuwy [earryasy, .
PoeIsY Bursq osye are Fuwicop pimg
Pue 800D ‘S[resm ‘smopuim mop. . ‘BEBT-prs ¢
vgons auy Jop Smquinid i eq juom ureaSard 843
uonemuaA Bunesy ‘et sjup-0y  paufisap Burpaq vomrue
-dn Sumsyqerss are 8I0PBQUOD - uoneseye Wlns 8 Y
‘el enumuos S04 A
3 1840 puEmuUMOT pey j8Y) pue sousmg efeqoy &y
Jum{ pue yser, Suourar ‘Smpy ULy YUY, —~ HORNHE
oW} pauns Anpey [euorwation '
UIEBIUNOH w0k wiog s¥jeurny UM Jus

‘Puny uogonysuory ONTH4S aSINOT

'doap sjeas] gpg souo
Pag 9q pnoo 89110814P8 @80Y3 jnq ‘sjeAsl ' ‘genyrangon
20d 481y 4304 Jo 950808q {Bq 343 ul Jydnws
Yoaxad mojad Furyea uo A1081apB UE ST 023y, -uIBjuoD #Dd P paq e3pnis sy Jnoqary
8wk Al 07 ssayy wiyA sjusweaordmr “PauEBa 30u6 pasn eq prnoa
JHBIIRID 888 PINed sgOJ 4q pajeuweuos .B3I® 3U1 Moy mouy 03 pajusm 3y 'afoad
3uisq ale e USY sasrpaq sizadxe ‘osiy: S eyg jo S[eod [8uy ay) 1noqe payse qe[iepqy
A : ) e A8ipuy Joslazadng umoy, ydangsyye(g
4 () ¢-EY szaqae&-uonmmo_;qg 9q} Joyyw
| IN0 paIom oq i s[1B3ap jJo spuiy asoyy
pIes puowrwey inq ‘Jurgesumr aqnd 3xsu
' 8y} £q e]qeiieaB spew 8q p[nos snpeyrs
104 parresp Jo pury ewos i 1904 payse
BlI%10Y sunsuyy soqpune) y nqs1elgd
: “"axe} pnoo
S¥ONI} 8soyy seynosd js9jus pus I88q 83
JUIUILIBYSP 03 UMO) pue £310 ayy QI yuaom
T4 seanjejuaseadas D5y pres puommeyy

. 'pres puomwsy
[euonessoas  1aqjo . pum
Bupurwarsms a0y pasn aq ueo vere 8y} ‘ucrjeut

“BMBD 2a0war of A[1e

o e i ol
» QHVgH 389 0oL MOH » P Pasn 8q [{ia sxony
o | "¥20Q x00(Mm pue (8roqe) seyelsy Jajemagpy USaMIaq PUBIX® ||1M -

nueajo peSQdOJd EIN) Bu!jnp Aeg PUBLIBQWING UM sLigap uspelgad desy o) jlem Supeor y
00 MIW/00LY yarg, , . - Ve

urei30xd £Bojomyas) H)) 2510y 0) X3

02 03 g1 38y} Sunewmnss a8 spepyg |

. -B131089 oz
- 8918 potoayys sy3 uy sjuaprses sty o -

- 4n0£’ 0} aanjisuae

e o

‘#)uar’ u'lgalm:f‘qaa_fo.xid':laiﬁ' omw p
Y3 Inoqe uwrsowos padroa ajdoad

-9Uaq PlnoM jeyy pres puomuwrey ‘s
Ayunwmos qym Suneeur v Buaraey.,
Prmom eym3e oty TeyIoYM payse gt

UM s§3UISNQ pUB SIUSPISAL BoLB T
P3YI0A aq 03 saYy pinom 8[1939p o
8£ep uo| Suryiom pexI ey pres spa
T - T UpaaloAur &
Aep yiom jo PURf jeym puw aq pir
-3pazp sy3 Astou MOy payse quapiss

S : ‘udisep oy o
-13ua 8® pasaprsuos 8¢ 03 aAwy [Im
uoreIst jo puly swos pres puon
- - 'BIUBIND 8.038] ay3 jo ssesosd Su
[BINJEN 9y3 9aredas jou, 14 pw

. T -88s ewoseq im apIsul Ja3em ay) ‘g
“PUB] pau v 03 8118 oYy wouy spnis pate;

§1 31 uQ £yryenb 1838M 0} 0p [[IM |]
18YM Jnogqe paurssuod 08[8 are sjua)
. 'PRUESBII 81 sutpadoy
@3 98012 peq ofpnys ayy aouo paaows.
-1ed oq pInoo fjem Juturejer syj os se.

SUOP 39 prnos dnuwapo ey pres 8pay

'$238387] 10gemeBpy o
190G jerefrepy Suo

« TOK YA H10m 03 jus pus
818 oM, ‘pres sp.

90g seBwueny joefory ‘aiym e 10§

' .mo.{.;am'im.t II'& 8143 38y 9zmiesss

FPOTE SUR S

Yhiiu 0, 'Beept anok 4

PRI LR SRR 29,
(‘--igoov_b,x‘,q-m"nuu.,.‘u{eauoa SEOIY MY T camave



TIHKS UNION GDA]LY GAZ.B’IIB“NI Jfﬁfw"’ﬂi 4§ hfad & & Ad6d b b s b ey

Georgza—Paczﬁc splzts cost with
state, other parties responszble
for Champlam pallurzon

ByNEKESAMHMBlMDODY G
Associated Press

ALBANY — A pzper—mnnfacmrmg

gpera()jpays

s sloctomredomdhar
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C heck out the siate govemment
_report on the Electric TU. Go to:
hitp/www timesunion.comV .,
caprtol/ et o

company has aoreed to pay $9milliontohelp - .-

cleanup PCB—contammated sludgeina Lake
i Champlain. bay, the PataLx admxmstranon
announced Wednesday. *

‘ Georgia-Pacific Corp. of Plattsburgh and

mf)epsrtmtof&mmnml Conser- . Platesbur,
“waste from nearby wood—products industries. |
1 agreement this week providing for_ the ~

| vation Commissioner John Cahill signed an

I cleanup of a 34-acre sludge bed on Cumber-
| land Bay.

ta

Georvm-Paan ic will | pav rouvhly half of .

i | the S18. 3 million the state estimates it mli
i cost to remove the sludge bed.
It has been on the state’s Inactive Hazard-

{ cus Wzsm Sites list sin¢e 1994 and has been”
f nt threat to gubhc health  hegl

. Donobue,L.

responsxble for ‘the polluuon, s:nd DEC

spokesman Gary Sheffer.

Cumbcrland Bay is ;ust“to' the east of
h and -was, contaminated with

- The waste settled or was du'e;ctly dis- .

_ chaxged into_-the waterway: for- decades,
cording to'the DEC. The city’s. sewage\ N
. state’s plan 1o remove the siudge bed until

., mid-September. - :

‘treatment plant did not begin trmtmg waste

from those industries until 1973. .
An examination of the bay from 1992 ©

1994 found PCR-contamination and other takse two years before cleanyp is completed,

pgl!utams in the water, The state has ssmeé

Aol B, Taluto, P, Duncan P Dunstan ,&&fﬁm&% Sulliy

. bed,” said Gfy
cialist for the company

6 1n}C]ckmm@

An environmental specxahst for Georgia-
Pacific said the company’s own study of the
- bay showed it did not generate any. PCB—pol~

.;1unonmthe\mterway“ P L

“But because we did dxscharcre 1vs) that area,

_"\\t feel we have a certain obhoatxon for at

least a portion of the cleariup of the sludge
Frenia, environmental spe--

. Gow. Georvt Pataki said LaLe Champlain
-isa vml | waterway for many New Yorkers.

s provxdes drmlung water for communi-
“ies in the region, sustains agrwuknre and
industry, and supports local economies and
jobs by attrncnng mxlhons of ourists’ each

'v&r,“hesmd, _: RS

The publzc w 111 be ab!e.m comment on nihe

Once the plan is aptsd, itwil] probably.

an, B Bobars ks L Bhaj _.;;ﬁ‘é%%;;tm,z,, Now

N. Saterly____ = (18]
ning (1) = (5) adpsheccr




Ry JE¥F MEYERS
StafT Writer

PLATTSBURGH -— Goorgia-
Pacific will provide $9 million tow-
ard the sleanup of PCB-ontam-
inated sludge in Cumberiund Bay,
possibly ending ils extensive plan

io develop the surrounding share- ..

ling.

The state Departnent of Envir-
onmentsl Congervation discovered
slevated levels of PCBs in the
sludge bed in the early 1890s and
has heen enalyzing options to
remove the conlamination.

Earlier this month, DEC officinls
decided the Lolal removal of sludge
via dredging, an estimated $18
million project, was the besl alter-
native. .

Supporters of G-P's plan — to
cap the sludye bed in one corner of
the bay 'and develop 2 public
access area- around the cap —
weren't happy. )

Bul Wednesdsy's nows secms to
bave taken same sieam out of the
G-P proposal. '

“We recognize the impartance of
recrestional enhancements (in tho

bay) to the omamunity,” said Gary -

* Frenia, cnvironments) engineer

for the local G-P plent. )
“Ax a comunnity Jeader, we have

eorvmitted Tecreational resources

to the city once the remediation is

“We have reservations aboul
wholesale dredging s the primary
method for cleanup, but we also
feel further discussions will only

prolong the startup of the

tleanup.”

Frenin said it is too early to say
what kinds of recrestiona! re-
gources G-P will be ablc to provide,
but the plant will work dlosely
with the oty to come up with
ohjcctives. .

Wilcax Dock, which site at the
edge of the sludge bed, has long
been coveted s a recreational site.

DEC was prepared to open the
area to the public before PCBs
were identibed thero. .

DEC officals held the first of two
spformational mectings on the
deanup pr rect Wednesdny ight.

Severzl dozen people sttended

the meeling, some voidng sup

for G-P and cthers commending
the department for its long-term
proposal. © .

PR I S R T T T

G-P to give $9 million for clﬁanuﬁ

They would be W&E&: for

» DLEANUP from Page A)
paying additional costs

G-¥ has daimed some
ity for the shudge bed in
fore 1973, G-F and el

P 3
ot

the PCB contw

28 o mvas mefaswiberdy.

y
" directly into

ok hee ¥
lace momey

illion for PCB cleanup

_“Weire very grateful thal DEC
committed its resources (to the
cleanup ¢, effort),” “said Garry
Douflak, executive director for the
local Chamber of Commerce.
~ “But we don't physically see (in
the state plan) what we saw (in G-
P plan), I challeage you to show
115 how we can get back the vision
.we had ‘(of recreational develop-
ment at the site)”

DEC represeptative Steve 1iam-
mmond said it wasn't this project's
role to croate a recreationnl plan,

burt the state would be conacious of

futare plons for the area,

For instance, roads built for the
cleanup -activitics would bo con-
structed. in @ ,way to enhance
foture dévelopmant, he explained.

~On the ¥lher hand, cne woman
at tho meeting said she {elt the G-
P plan was a “Band-Aiif” solution
that would not fix the PCB prob-
lem. Threughout the mesting, she
held a poster thet read “Bave the
Lake — Support the DEC.”
. Angthér woman favorably com-
pared the DEC sedulion with eat-
ing vegetables as opposcd to the
“dessert? G-P was offering. )

Please see CLEANUP Pags A3 -
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Firm agrees to pay $9

ALBANY — A paper-manufscruring
company has agreed 10 pay $9 million
toward cleaning up PCB-contaminatcd
sladge in a Lake Champlaio bay, the

_Pataki wdministration anacuased

Wedzesday.

Georgle-Pacific Corp, of Plmtubangh and
stste Department of Eovivoomenlal
Conservation Coammissioner John Cabill
sigand an agyccment this woek providimg
for the clesnnp of 8 34-acve shedge bed on

Cumberiaad Ray.

Georgia-Pacific will pay roughly balf of
fhe $18.3 million the ixte estimstes it will
oft to vemowe the sludge bed. 3t hes beco
on the stute's Jnactive Hazerdous Waste

3 & 8
the environment by the stxte.

Tho rest of the cleangp costs will come
from the state's Superfund ard other parbics
responsible for the pollution, szid DEC

(ary Sheffer. A

Cumberiand Buy js just to the cast of

and it-was gonlsmivated with
. rom agardby waod-products
industrizs. The wssse sefthad orwas dicsetly

Pla
wasic .

discharged into e watcrway for decades,
sccording to the DEC. It was ot outil 1973
@at the ity’s sewage treatment plant began
treating waste from thoee Sadustries,
An cxamisation of Ge bay from 1992 to
1994 found PUB-conmmination sud other
Hhetants in the water. The statc bas issued
Jth advigorics oun cossoming fish teken
from Lake Cb::éplain due t0 tbe PCB
coptamirstion, <t cisl fishing for

&

1

1t pla:m cleamlp |

| Ax enviroamental speciafist for Georgia-
Facific said the company’s ovm study of the

y showsd it did not geoerate any PCB-
‘pelintion i the watzrosy.

commouitics in the region, sustains.

sgricolnure and ndastry, and : tocal
coonogics and jobrs by attracting millions
of tourists esch year,™ e said.

“The prablic will be abic 10 comment on the

| “But because we did discherge do that  Rate’s pan © yemove the shadge bed wnil

wien, we foel we have 3 coriain ob
flor at least a portion of the chesauy
dludge bed,”. sai

s

obligation

mid-Scptembes, Onee the phan is adepted. it
snbably take two years before cleanusp
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Clinton, Essex, Frankiin Cournties

- By JEFF MEYERS
Seaff Writer

:b PLATTERURGH The state
Feuts the sludge bed in Cum.
beriand Bey dredged 10 remove
FCBe buried there,

; ABer oonsidering several ap-

<

Mill, city had lobbied against plan

ions, the state Department of
Enviranmental Conservation rel-
cased a proposed ceanup plan
Tuesday that calls for the total
removal of the studge bed — some.
thing Georgia-Pacific and local
severnsments had lobbied aguinst.

“This is tdie alternative that fully

restores the habitat and the natur-
2l resources of the bay” said Gary
Sheffer, a DEC spokespearson,

“That’s what our responsibility is
in these cases. Qur plan does not
involve the taking of habitat on
shore or in the lake.”

Other plans call for burying the
contaminated sludge in a small
corner of the bay near Wilcox Dock

Plattsburgh, N.Y. 12901, Wednesday,

July 16, 1997

or burying the sludge on shore
near the contaminated area.

Georgin-Pacific has released a
plan that would create public
access to the lake while burying the
sludge under the lake bottom near
the dock. G-P’s plan, estimated at
$13 million, has been endorsed by
the City of Plattsburgh and Clinion
County legislators.

On the road again

“Our plan would lead
restoration in the lo
said, explaining that 8 respon-
sibility is to return the envs

environment

to the way it was before buman con-
tamination er ot

Mayor Clyde Rab-

full

Plattsburgh
ideau wasn't happy about the deci-
sion, and be was also upset that
the media heard about the

Summer sports

U team and o
bobsled track

s i sty o
el p the: e
Lesdquariers oS
Olymnie »

5

run,” Sheffer

annouacement befare the ity did.
“We'ra very dissppointed tha
the DEC commissioner has opted
for dredging against the wrighes of
the city, the connty and the fown,”
“We're very concerned abont the
increased spread of contaminated

material through dredging
Please sse BAY Page A72 b

McKenns sees many benss
: U Coamoe pmd 3

i
its Prainip




. BAY from Page A1

A3-P spokesperson Gary ¥Frenia
said his company has not seen
tBe proposal either and could not
ninke a statement until officials
bad taken a look at it.

Opponents fear that dredging
the sludge bed will disturb the
materials there and spread them
out into the lake.

‘Bupporters believe modern
dredging techniques can clean v
remove the sludge without stir-
ring PCBs into the water,

o ‘Ploased’
Fnvirenmentalists have been
asking for a total cleanup of the
bed.

“We are pleased with the dec.
igion,” said Lori Fisher, executive

director for the Lake Champlain
Committee. ,
“We think it’s protective of pub-
lic health and the environment
and the only solution that will

turn the site back to public use.”

. Treatment plan
“The first step in DEC’s plan is

to install temporary sheet piling °

and silt curtains around the

sludge bed.

Star of par
W FLYNHfrom ﬁage Al | _
I'Ehe youth-director job pi

-Bipairs per week on average to orga-
Bize and oversee the town’s youth
‘getivities,

_“Flyon, a former baseball stand-

SAC ’fmm Page A1
her former boyfriend in the
neapolis area and a Chicago

[}

th Giorgio Armani,

ready-to-wear designer
gymbol of Italian fashion.

al and violent death

. an”unnatur
‘8hd one of profound grief”
I A Y . L ) .

yndreds gather outside

sucked from the bottom of the
lake and placed in a temporary
dewatering and wastewsater tre-
atment facility,

The treated sludge will then be
taken from the area to o
itted landfill.

The plan also calls for follow-up
fish sampling and fish monit.
oring.

If approved, the project would
probably begin next year.

The $18.3 million proposal
would take two years to complete.

Comment sought
But before any of that can
begin, the state will hold a 60-day
comment period.
The original plan had called for
a 30-day period, but officials

‘increased the time limit because
- 50 much interest has risen over

the cleanup project.

Two public meetings have also
been scheduled for Wednesday,
July 30, and Thursday, Aug. 28, at
7 p.m. in Room 208 of Yokum Hall
at SUNY Plattsburgh.

' “We definitely will attend the
‘public meetings,” Rabideau said.

“Our environmental staff will

reswill Ha

) outmthearea,saxd heﬁiét sought .
__ thejob about'five yearsage,
$6:100 a year. It requires about 20 - “tha

“Jahn said the board simply felt
at’ Flynn was qualified for the
position. The job comes up for reap-
pointment at the first of every
vear.

Some Democrats wonder whet-

across the street, popularly known
as “Deco Drive.”

Martin Weinstein said he heard
gunshots and ran down the street,

~And when-L arrived I saw a guy
k. Jying on;ﬁjimfmpinawg}mfhiwd,”
was - considered Italy’s he

said. At first I didn’t realize
who it was. But then I realized it
was Versace.”

Varsace’s mansion is. the only
private home on the fashionable

~stretch of Ocean Drive. The estate,
- greated from

two aging Art Deéco
hotels, faces the Atlantic Ocean, [t
is surrounded by a high wall, and
his Renaissance-stvie crest adorms

. gave 2 thorough, review of the.

:Then the material Wouldb@ '

- Headquarters, Route 86 in Ray

Versace he

“friends and- pa

Press-Republican

response 16 their preposal.”

Placing blame

The sludge bed is composed of
wood pulp, wood-chip debris and
related processing waste from the
wood-products industry,

G-P has accepted some of the
responsibility for the debris,
which was legally placed in the
bay until 1973 when the city’s
Sewage Treatment Facility open-
ed.

But G-P believes its process is
not responsible for PCH contam-
ination. DEC officials are attemp-
ting to locate the original source
of PCBs, and negotiations with
parties who may have caused the
contamination are under way.

PCBs were identified in a series
of samplings conducted from
1992 to 1994.

Several species of fish in the
bay have elevated PCR levels,
and advisories have been issued
warning against eating some fish
caught in the bay. ‘

DEC’s proposal is available for
review at the Plattsburgh Public
Library on Oak Street. It can also
be obtained at DEC Region 5 -

Bro

performing, it’s his job to keep, &
“'m not foolisk enough to be

replacing people who are doing a

good job,” Jahn said,

along South Beach,féﬁé‘n

Maria Contesss,. owner
XIV, a small clothing- H
near Versace’s hom
designer frequented:
“buy clothes for hi

boyfriend.”
A native of

southern * 1faty
designing rea

in 1978, o
Versace gained fame in the
100N Qfﬁ(}.ﬂ;ﬁ o h 1 FaaWia, 1. e



