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Section 1.0 Site Summary

Background Information

The Saratoga Tree Nursery is located on Route 50 in the City of Saratoga Springs,
Saratoga County, NY. The nursery occupies approximately 130 acres, of which approximately 30
acres are actively being used by the NYSDEC. Nursery operations involve the production of tree
and shrub seedlings for conservation plantings on both public and private lands. The nursery has
been operating since 1910.

Historically, in addition to nursery operations, the facility served as the field headquarters
for the bureau of Forest Insect and Disease Control from the mid-1940's through 1978. The two
programs operated separately but shared the same facility until they were consolidated under the
Bureau of Forest Resource Management in 1978. Insect control program operations involved the
routine handling and application of a variety of pesticides.

It is known that the facility was used regularly for the seasonal mixing of DDT, in
anticipation of aerial application in Saratoga and surrounding regions. This occurred for about 20
years.

Remedy

According to the Record of Decision (ROD), the remedy included soil excavation with
transportation of the contaminated sotl to a dedicated onsite staging area. After all soil with DDT
concentrations greater than 10 ppm was removed, all of the surface soil within 15 feet of the
excavation limits was also pulled into the excavation. This addressed any residual levels of DDT
in adjacent surface soils.

The contaminated soil was treated by an on-site Thermal Desorption unit. Any air
emissions from the process were condensed and treated by carbon adsorption before discharge.
The removal of the contaminated soil was expected to mitigate the groundwater contamination.

The remedy also included the proper disposal of the two pesticide buildings located in
Area of Concern 4 (AOC 4), (see section 3.1) as well as the decontamination of four tanks in
AOC 2, with shipment off-site for recycling or disposal.
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Section 2.0 Monitoring Requirements and Results

Groundwater / Soil Monitoring Requirements

To monitor the site’s groundwater, 10 monitoring wells were drilled (see Section 4.1),
including one shallow / deep well couplet. These wells are on residential property and should
currently be monitored semi-annually, as approved by DEC. Monitoring has been conducted as
planned. To date, collected samples have been analyzed by the DER laboratory. The carbon filter

in the repair shop is also monitored semi-annually for pesticide residue.

Saratoga Tree Nursery - Nature and Extent of Contamination

Media Class Contaminant of Concentration SCG Frequency
Concem Range Exceeding SCGs
Soil - Pesticides DDT, DDD, DDE ND->10,000 ppm DDT: 2.t ppm 1550f418
DDD: 2.9 ppm
ODE: 2.1 ppm
Metals Lead ND-11,000 ppm 500 I of 47
Arsenic ND-3,800 ppm SB Il of47
Sediment Pesticides DDT, DOD, DDE ND-223 ppm 0.05 ppm 15 of 18
Groundwater Pesticides DDT ND-0.44 ppb ND 5of 10
DDD ND-1.5 ppb ND 4 of 10
DDE ND-0.06 ppb ND 20of10
Metals Lead ND 25 ppb 0of 10
Arsenic ND 25 ppb 0of 10
Volatiles Chloroform ND-28 ppb 7 ppb lofl0
Semi-volatiles | Phenanthrene ND-48 ppb 50 ppb 0of>
Various ND-630 ppb 50 ppb 20f5>
(non-target)
Surface Water Pesticides DDT ND 0.001 ppb (D) Oof2
DDD ND-0.015] ppb 0.001 ppb (D) tof2 .
DDE ND-0.0021 ppb 0.001 ppb (D) 1 of2

KEY: SB - Site Background (Typ. Range for Albany Area - Arsenic: 0.1-6.5 ppm)
ND - Non Detect.
I - Value repocted is an estimate.
D - SCG corresponds to Class D surtace waters.
SCG - State standards, criteria and guidelines.
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Groundwater Monitoring Results

The last time the site was monitored was June 2002. The data below shows the downward
trend of groundwater contamination as a result of the remedy, as outlined in the ROD. Samples
were collected on 9/1995, 5/1999, and 6/2002. Data is not available for soil contamination. The
data below is based on average contaminant levels over the site.

Shaded = Groundwater contaminant levels show a decreasing trend.

Discharge Monitoring Requirements

Discharge monitoring is not required.

Discharge Monitoring Results

Discharge monitoring is not required.
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Table 2- Data Summary from Saratoga Tree Nursery
Contaminant Monitoring Date
Cozzern Standard 9/95 5/99 6/02
DDT (Soil) 2.1 ppm NA NA NA
DDD (Soil) 2.9 ppm NA NA NA
DDE (Soil) 2.1 ppm NA NA NA
DDT (Groundwater) ND ()02 k N]) ND -
DDD (Groundwater) ND 001 ND ‘ ND
DDE (Groundwater) ND 004 ND ND

* Data shown is the only data available for the site. It is based on site averages for all wells.
Bold = Groundwater contaminant levels are below the groundwater standard.
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A — Mechanic Shop

B8 - Smith Barn

C — Lumber Shed \
D - Pesticide Storage Buildings
E ~ Foundation |

F — loading Dock
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H — Llarge Pond \/ -
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J — Nursery Office
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Section 4.0 - Sampling Locations
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Section 6.0 - Historic Maps
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Section 7.0 - Historic Groundwater Contour Maps
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