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POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE
PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT

Niagara Mohawk-Former Property NYD980664205

Site Name EPA Site ID Number

Moulton St., Watertown, )
Jefferson Cty., New York 13601 02-8703-02

Address TDD Number

Date of Site Visits = Off-site Reconnaissance March 18, 1987

SITE DESCRIPTION

Niagara Mohawk-Former Property is an active site located in a
moderately populated, light industrial section of Watertown, New York.
Hydroelectric power is generated by this facility. The back of the
property is fenced, and equipment and materials (pipes, drums,
transformers, tanks and electrical components) are stored inside the yard.
The storage area is very unkempt. Material is scattered and unevenly
stacked about the property. The Black River, which is used to generate
hydroelectric power, runs across the back of this site, According to the
Watertown Health Department, the Watertown Engineering Department
and the New York Department of Environmental Conservation, Niagara
Mohawk does not use or store hazardous chemicals on this site. There are
no complaints or violations on file involving the Niagara Mohawk Former
Property.

PRIORITY FOR FURTHER ACTION: High Medium Low X

RECOMMENDATIONS

A site inspection is recommended on a time available basis. The condition
and storage of the transformers should be investigated. PCB oil from the
transformers is a threat to contaminate the Black River, which is directly
behind this site. The Black River is the drinking water source for the city
of Watertown. The drums and tanks on site should be sampled to classify
their contents. Currently there is no information about the tanks or
drums on file with local or state.officials. These containers (the rusted,
scattered drums) may be a source of contamination if their contents are
hazardous and subsequently become unstable.

Prepared by: _W. Schnitzerling Date: _06/08/87
of NUS Corporation




- POTENTTAL HAZARDOUS WASTE STTE T. "TOENTTFICATION

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 0T STATE 07 STTE NUMBER
PART 1 - SITE LOCATION AND INSPECTION INFORMATION My BRE RN

‘ TT. SITE NAME AND LOCATION -
0T STTE NANE (Legal, common, nr descriptive name of site) 02 STREET, ROUTE NO., OR SPECTFIC LOCATION IOENTIFIER

Niagara Mohawk-Former Property Moulton Street
03 CITY 04 STATE 05 ZIP CODE 06 COUNTY 07 COUNTY 08 CONG DIST.
CODE
Watertown NY 13601 Jefferson 045 26
09 COORDINATES
LATITUDE LONGITUDE
A58 3N 0755 4 1 6

10 DIRECTIONS TO SITE (Starting from nearest public road)

Route 287N to 206N, follow 206N and stay on it to 84W. Follow 84W to 8IN. Follow 8IN, Watertown is on Route 8N
approximately 100 miles north of Syracuse. In Watertown Exit onto Route 3. Stay on Route 3 and exit onto Route 11. This
will be the second Route 11 exit, it is also known as Route 12 and Mill Street. Go across the Black River, the first right is
Moulton Street. Niagara Mohawk-Former Property is on the intersection of Moulton Street and Route 11,

TTT. RESPONSIBLE PARTIES

OT OWNER {37 known) 02 STREET (Business, mailing, residential)
Niagara Mohawk Power Company 300 Erie Boulevard W
03 CITY 04 STATE 05 ZIP CODE D6 TELEPHONE NUMBER
Syracuse NY 13202 (315) 474-1511
07 OPERATOR (if known and different from owner) 08 STREET (Business, mailing, residential)
09 CITY 10 STATE 11 ZIP CODE 12 TELEPHONE NUMBER
()

TITYPE OF ORRERSHIP {Check one) ]

_X_A. PRIVATE  ___ B. FEDERAL: ___C.STATE  __ D. COUNTY ___ E. MUNICIPAL

(Agency name) :
___ F. OTHER: ___ G. UNKNOWN
(Specify)

T2 OWNER/OPERATOR ROTIFICATION ON FILE (Check all that apply)

___ A. RCRA 3001 DATE RECEIVED: / [/ ___ B. UNCONTROLLED WASTE SITE (CERCLA 103 c) DATE RECEIVED: / /

_X_ C. NONE
TV. CHARACTERTZATION OF POTENTIAL WAZARD
OT O SITE INSPECTION - 8Y (Check all that apply)

___ YES  DATE: [ __ A EPA ___B. EPACONTRACTOR ___ C. STATE  ___ D. OTHER CONTRACTOR

_X_ NO . __ E. LOCAL HEALTH OFFICIAL __F. OTHER:

{Specify)
CONTRACTOR NAME(S): ‘
B2 STTE STATUS (Check one) 03 YEARS OF OPERATIOR
X A. ACTIVE 8. INACTIVE C. UNKNOWN X 'UNKNOWN

— — — ~BEGINNING —_ ERDING —

0Z DESCRIPTION OF SUBSTANCES POSSIBLY PRESENT, RNOWN, OR ALLEGED

There are no records of any hazardous substances on this site, but PCB o0il may be present in the transformers on site.

t N D U N

PCB o0il, if in the transformers, has the potential to be hazardous to the environment or surrounding population. Any other
potential hazard to the environment or population is unknown because of the lack of information on this site.

5T;FETEETTV-?UE_Tﬂgpft;TUﬂ [Check one. IT high or medium 15 checked, complete Part ¢ - Waste information and Part 3 -
Description of Hazardous Conditions and Incidents)
A. HIGH B. MEDIUM X C. LOW D. NONE
(Inspection required promptly) (Inspection required) (Inspection on time available basis) -
§No further action needed. complete current disposition form)
~ UTTONTACT L U2 OF (Agency/Urganization) U3 TECEPHORE NUMBER

Diana Messina U.S. EPA Region 2, Edison, NJ (201) 321-6776
OF PERSON RESPORS TBLE FOR ASSESSHENT 05 AGENCY 06 ORGARTZATION 07 TELEPHONE NUFBER o8 OATE

William Schnitzerling EPA NUS, FIT 2 (201) 225-6160 05 /29 /87

EPK TORN 2070-12 (7-81)



POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE ) 1. IDENTIFICATION

~ e PREL IMINARY ASSESSMENT 01 STATE 02 SITE NUMBER
PART 2 - WASTE INFORMATION NY 098066420¢

11. WASTE STATES, QUANTITIES, AND CHARACTERISTICS

. 01 PHYSICAL STATES (Check all that apply) 02 WASTE QUANTITY AT SITE 03 WASTE CHARACTERISTICS {Check all that apply)

_ A. sOLID _ E. SLURRY {Measures of waste X A. TOXIC _ E. SOLUBLE _ I. HIGHLY VOLATILE
_ B. POWDER, FINES X F. LIQUID quantities must be _ B. CORROSIVE _ F. INFECTIOUS _ J. EXPLOSIVE
_ C. SLUDGE _ G. GAS independent) _ C. RADIOACTIVE _ G. FLAMMABLE _ K. REACTIVE
X D, PERSISTENT _ H. IGNITABLE _ L. INCOMPATIBLE
_ D. OTHER: TONS ~ M. NOT APPLICABLE
{Specify) CUBIC YARDS
NO. OF DRUMS
TIT. WASTE TYPE
CATEGORY SUBSTANCE NAME 01 GROSS AMGUNT 02 UNIT OF MEASURE 03 COMMENTS
SLU SLUDGE
OLW OILY WASTE Unknown Unknown PCB o0il may be present in the
- transformers on this site.
SOL SOLVENTS
PSD PESTICIDES
ocC OTHER ORGANIC CHEMICALS
10C INORGANIC CHEMICALS
ACD ACIDS
BAS BASES
MES HEAVY METALS
TV. HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES (See Appendix for most frequently cited CAS Numbers) -
06 MEASURE OF
CATEGORY 02 SUBSTANCE NAME 03 CAS NUMBER 04 STORAGE/DISPOSAL METHOD 05 CONCENTRATION CONCENTRATION

oLwW PCB 011 1336-36-3 Transformers are piled Unknown
on the ground in the
storage area.

V. FEEDSTOCKS (See Appendix for CAS Numbers
02 NUMBER T Y 01 FEEDSTOCK NAME 02 _CAS NUMBER

FDS FDS
FOS FOS
FOS ‘ FOS
FOS FOS

VI. SOURCES OF INFORMATION (See specific references. e.q., state files, sample analysis, reports)

Telephone conversations with -Gerald Ward of the City of Watertown, Water Filtration Plant.

-Brian Philips of the City of Watertown Health Department.

-Tom Solar of the City of Watertown Engineering Department.

-John Kenna of the New York Department of Environmental Conservation {NYOEC).
Off-site Reconnaissance by NUS, FIT 2 personnel.
United States Geological Topographical Maps, Watertown Quadrangle, Jefferson County, New York, 1959.

EPA FORM 2070-12 (7-81)
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POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE 1. IDENTIFICATION

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 01 STATE 02 SITE NUMBER
PART 3 - DESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS NY 0980664205
I1. HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS
0T X K. GROUNDWATER CONTANINATION 02 _ OBSERVED (DATE: ) X POTENTIAL _ ALLEGED
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 260 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Any spill or leak of PCB oil from the transformers may be a source of groundwater contamination. Contamination may also occur
if the substances stored in the tanks and drums are hazardous and a leak occurs. Groundwater is a drinking water source for
260 people within three miles of this site.

01. X B. SURFACE WATER CONTAMINATION 02 _ OBSERVED (DATE: : ) X POTENTIAL _ ALLEGED
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 35,629 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

A potential for surface water contamination exists if there is either a leak of PCB 0il or the drums or tanks leak. This site
borders the Black River, which is the drinking water source for the City of Watertown. In addition to the Black River there
are several other creeks (the Kelsey, Mi1l, Muskellunge, Philomel, Willow, Staplin and North Branch) and the Watertown
drinking water reservoir within three miles of this site. These waters (including the Black River) have recreational uses
(swimming, fishing and boating). Surface water may also be affected by contaminated runoff because the equipment area, which
borders the Black River, does not have a runoff collection system. Runoff has the potential to flow directly into the Black
River. ’ '

01 X C. CONTAMINATION OF AIR 02 _ OBSERVED (DATE: ) X POTENTIAL _ ALLEGED
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 32,069 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

There is potential for air contamination if PCB oil leaks from the on-site transformers. This oil may volatilize or adhere to
dust particles and be dispersed by the wind.

01. _ D. FIRE/EXPLOSIVE CONDITIONS 02 _ OBSERVED (DATE: R ) _ POTENTIAL _ ALLEGED
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 0 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

There is no potential for fire/explosive conditions. PCB o0il is not considered a fire or explosive threat by the
Environmental Protection Agency. There is no evidence or reports of any explosive or flammable chemicals used -or stored on
this property.

01. X E. DIRECT CONTACT 02 _ OBSERVED (DATE: ) X POTENTIAL _ ALLEGED
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: _ Unknown 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTTON

The equipment area is fenced. It is unknown how many workers have access to the storage yard. If an oil or chemical (from

the drums or tanks) leak occurs and the waste migrates off site, both the public and workers may come into direct contact with
it. } ' :

F. CONTAMINATION OF SOIL 02 _ OBSERVED (DATE: ) X POTENTIAL _ ALLEGED

01 X
03 AREA POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: Unknown 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTTON

Since the site is unpaved and not diked, any chemical or oil leak has the potential to contaminate the soil.

" 01, X G. DRINKING WATER CONTAMINATION 02 _ OBSERVED (DATE: ) X POTENTIAL _ ALLEGED
- 03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 35,260 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

' The Black River (which borders this site) is a drinking water source for the City of Watertown. The water intakes and

reservoirs (where drinking water is stored after it is treated) are within three miles of this property. If a leak occurs at
this facility the wastes have the potential to contaminate the Black River and the drinking water reservoirs.

01 X H. WORKER EXPOSURE/INJURY 02 _ OBSERVED (DATE: ) X POTENTIAL _ ALLEGED
:03 WORKERS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: Unknown 04 NARRATIVE OESCRIPTION

Workers who have access to the equipment area may be exposed to PCBs and to the unknown substances stored in the tanks and

drums., It is unknown if all workers at this facility have access to the equipment area.

01 X I. POPULATION EXPOSURE/INJURY 02 _ OBSERVED (DATE: ) X POTENTIAL _ ALLEGED
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: __ 30,629 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

The site is fenced and the public does not have actess to it. The public may be exposed if hazardous wastes migrate off site.

EPK FORN 2070-12 (7-81)



POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE 1. IDENTIFICATION

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 0 TE NU
PART 3 ~ OESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS NY 0980664205
IT. HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS
01 X J. DAMAGE TO FLORA 02 _ OBSERVED (DATE: ) X POTENTIAL  _ ALLEGED

. 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

There is 1ittle flora on site. Off-site flora (both terrestrial and aquatic) may be damaged by waste migration from this
site.

01 X K., DAMAGE TO FAUNA 02 _ OBSERVED (DATE: ) X POTENTIAL _ ALLEGED
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION (Include name(s) of species)

Aquatic fauna may be affected by contaminants migrating from this site. Terrestrial fauna may be damaged by drinking
contaminated surface water or ingestion of contaminated flora.

01 X L. CONTAMINATION OF FOOD CHAIN 02 _ OBSERVED (DATE: ) X POTENTIAL  _ ALLEGED
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

The food chain has the potential to be contaminated by wastes migrating from this site. The aquatic food chain may be damaged
most because the Black River borders this site, Wastes, once in the river, may be ingested by aquatic fauna and contaminate
the humans who consume the tainted fish,

01 X M. UNSTABLE CONTAINMENT OF WASTES _ 02 X OBSERVED (DATE: _ March 18, 1987 ) _ POTENTIAL _ ALLEGED
(Spilis/runoff/standing 1iquids/leaking drums)
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 28,239 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

‘The Qﬁstes at this site are not properly contained and the yard (where the equipment is stored) is unpaved and not diked.
Transformers, tanks and drums are piled on the bare earth, The drums are scattered, unevenly stacked and in poor condition
(rusted and dented). The tanks are also rusted and in poor condition.

01 X N, DAMAGE TO OFFSITE PROPERTY 02 _ OBSERVED (DATE: } X POTENTIAL _ ALLEGED
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

There is a slight potential for damage to off-site property if wastes migrate from Niagara Mohawk. Migratory routes include
leaching and contaminated runoff.

01 X 0. CONTAMINATION OF SEWERS, STORM DRAINS, WWTPs 02 _ OBSERVED (DATE: ) X POTENTIAL _ ALLEGED
. 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

If there is a spill of wastes on this property it has the potential to contaminate sewers, storm drains and the Watertown
Sewage Treatment Plant (which services Niagara Mohawk). Because the plant receives a combined flow (both sanitary and storm
runoff) from Niagara Mohawk any contaminants in this flow may damage the entire system.

01 X P. ILLEGAL/UNAUTHORIZED DUMPING 02 _ OBSERVED (DATE: ) X POTENTIAL _ ALLEGED
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION _

There is ?o evidence of illegal dumping by N1agara Mohawk Equipment and materials are stored in a fenced area in the rear of
this facility.

05 DESCRIPYION OF ANY OTHER KNOWN, POTENTTAL, OR ALLEGED WAZARDS

There are unmarked drums and tanks on this site and it is not known if they contain hazardous materials. State and local
off1c1als do not have any information on these containers.

TTI. TOTAL POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: _ 35,629
TV _COMNENTS

|
|

H

i

V. SOURCES OF INFORMATION (Cite specific references. €.g., state files, sample analysis, reports)

Telephone conversations with -Gerald Ward of the City of Watertown, Water Filtration Plant.
~Brian Philips of the City of Watertown Health Department.
~Tom Solar of the City of Watertown Engineering Department.

~John Kenna of the New York Department of Environmental Conservation (NYDEC).
Off-site Reconnaissance by NUS, FIT 2 personnel,

United States Geological Topograph1cal Maps, Watertown Quadrangle, Jefferson County, New York, 1959.
EPA FORM 207017 T7-a1% ———
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MAPS AND PHOTOGRAPHS



Rac'ii)ﬁTower
Museumf® (WATN) -
___J Library
. e E

N

(QUAD) WATERTOWN, N.Y.

SITE LOCATION MAP
NIAGARA MOHAWK FORMER PROPERTY,

S

.

"Tho}npson;:: .
.3¢ch :

U/——/Watertown‘ . =
Golf Ciub
o) - -
o Py
N
gt o
=L _
- . : éao .
= — -H/: |
S8
FIGURE 1

WATERTOWN, N.Y,.
SCALE: 1"= 2000'

NUS

CORPORATION



BLACK RIVER |

——

I X X % X X
® FENCED PARAMETER O %
BURNED
DOWN TANKS O I
BUILDING OO %

¥ 00 NIAGARA

MOHAWK
OFFICE
GENERATORS ' BUILDING

X X

»

MOULTON STREET

133H1S TIIN

SITE MAP |
NIAGARA MOHAWK FORMER PROPERTY, WATERTOWN, N.Y.

FIGURE 2

(NOT TO SCALE)

N

NUS
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FORMER PROPERTY
WATERTOWN, NEW YORK
TDD #02-8703-02
MARCH 18, 1987

PHOTOGRAPH LOG



NIAGARA MOHAWK
FORMER PROPERTY
WATERTOWN, NEW YORK
TDD #02-8703-02
MARCH 18, 1987

PHOTOGRAPH INDEX
PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN BY DAN M. DEBRUIJN

Photo Number Description

R1-PI15 Taken from Moulton Street looking north.
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NIAGARA MOHAWK, FORMER PROPERTY, WATERTOWN, NEW YORK

R1-P15 March 18, 1987 0900
Taken from Moulton Street looking north.
Photographer: Dan M. DeBruijn
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OFF SITE RECONNAISSANCE

INFORMATION REPORTING FORM

Date: _;@_Z;Z:CK /s )57
Site Nane: __?an‘(/eq,‘,ov %’%f%‘%’ TOD: - ¥702 - 0D

Y
Sl -y /‘41,077_,; R
4 J
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_bip e o
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o
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10 Vs o

NUS Personnel: Namne Discipline
P hoel 1] Geatils. (reo losy it

'Weather Conditions (clear, cloudy, rain, snow, etc.):

clear and co/d

_—— - - ———— -— -

Estimated wind direction and wind speed: SOU%%Z//QA ¢ L [
Zstimated temperature: 3 /_L_‘__'_C_____ .

M’ _ Dates 2 —/E 87

SN g Dxtes D BT
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fC'V)fr‘{,4 v(—f?{/a%

Indicate relative lanumark locations (streets, buildings, streams, etc.).
Provide locations from which photos are taken.

Site Sketch:
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