= LOovs 1y

FER RIS

o S R T T e

AR
.

N . . weorge b. Radan |
( ( September 3, 1980

SUMMARY

Monarch Chemical Company

Prentice Road, Town of Vestal,
Broome County, New York 13850

Monarch is located on an 1/4 acre lot. The firm, has been in business-
for about 10 years and is neither a generator nor does it have an in-
active landfill on its property, as erroneously stated on the 2 page
State Report. The firm repackages bulk chemicals into containers,
mainly 55 gallon drums. It is located in a large building with a bulk
chemical storage in the rear of the lot. It has several above ground
tanks. Monarch has a. scavenger permit, as part of its parent company,
Jones Chemical (100 Sunnysol Blvd, Caledonia, Livingston County, New
York 14423), which has a fleet of about 28 trucks. The firm also
picks up spent solvents for resale. It has about 6000 gallons of various
solvents on its premises all the time.

The property is located in an industrial area, adjacent to the commercial
section of the Town of Vestal. The distance to the nearest home is about
30 feet. The nearby residences have private wells, which, are not being

used for drinking water. The potable water comes from a public water

- supply line. The distance to the nearest surface water, the Susquehanna
River, is about 1000 feet.

The Town of Vestal Water District draws water from contaminated wells in
the neighborhcod. The water passes through an activated charcoal system
to eliminate contamination. Static water level in the Vestal area is
approximately 20 feet. The depth to the "saturated zone" is 100 feet.
It is 40 feet wide.

Static water in the vicinity of the Monarch area is approximately 60 feet.
This is due to the influence of Vestal well "4-2", contaminated with 200
ppb of 1,1,1-trichloroethane, (methylchloroform=MCF) and with 50 ppb of
trichloroethyiene (TCE), which is now being pumped out. Well "4-2" js
within 200 feet of the Monarch plant. Three miles downstream from well
“4-2" is well "1-1", which had to be closed due to its high contamination

of 1400 ppb of MCF and 300 ppb of TCE.

There is no evidence Tinking Monarch to the dangerous pollution of the
Vestal wells. However, the firm handles and repackages many chemicals,
among them chlorinated solvents, including MCF and TCE. The company has
an SPDES permit which covers the discharge of waste materials from a
leachfield and a surface water drain on its property.




NYS DEC had a pre-hearing conference with Monarch. As a result of negotiation
and DEC enforcement action, Monarch has hired a groundwater hydrologist, to
develop a plan subject to approval by DEC for well cleanup in the area.

Under the consultant's supervision, two monitoring test wells were installed
in July 1980. One goes into the groundwater, the other reaches into the
Vestal aquifer, which is part of the Susquehanna River Basin.

At this time, DEC visits  the Monarch lot 2 to 3 times per month, compared

to once a year prior to the discovery of the problems. DEC Region 7 is
evaluating the contamination of groundwater in the general Vestal area. The
Broome County Health Department and DEC Region 7, Binghamton office are work-
ing with Monarch to assess the impact of contamination on Public Health and the

Environment around Vestal Water District #4.

On August 29, 1978, samples were collected from Water Districts 1 and 4, by
SRI International under contract with EPA. It included analyses for halocarbons,
aromatics and total organic carbon. Samples were analyzed by GC with Tater
confiymation by GC/MS showing high levels of organic contamination (data enclosed).

Details on contamination of the Vestal wells are in the enclosed DEC Information
Dossier, dated July 2, 1980. Any additional information will be supplied by

MY State contact, Mr. Mike Nirchi, Sr. Sanitary Engineer, NYS DEC Region 7,
Binghamton office, FTS 8 882-2611/(607) 773-7763.

‘Based on the above facts, the Task Force considers the site as high priority and
recommends an inspection. Mr. Nirchi said the State would appreciate our

cooperation and help.
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