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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Columbia Mills, located in Minetto, New York, was a manufacturer of cloth 

and vinyl products. The plant closed in 1976. Shortly thereafter the prop-

erty was sold to Columin Development Corporation, who initiated salvage proceed

ings. The salvaging ended prematurely when it was no longer economically 

profitable. Columin Development Corporation then defaulted on property taxes 

and the ownership transferred jointly to the County of Oswego and the Town of 

Minetto. 

At the present time the property consists of approximately 10 acres of 

standing structurers, partially and wholy demolished buildings and rubble and 

approximately 90 acres of undeveloped property which includes several ponds, 

streams and the former plant's landfill. None of the site is secured, 

creating potential problems for local residents. 

In addition to the partially demolished manufacturing plant, there remains 

on site a quantity of process chemicals and waste materials. This material is 

located in the remaining structures, in burried tanks and in the plant land

fill area. 

Some of the remaining structures and the property in general appears to 

have some potential for future use. The close proximity and availability of 

water, gas, sewer and electric power in addition to good transportation facili

ties make this site desirable for continued occupancy. As such the County of 

Oswego, requested that Calocerinos & Spina Consulting Engineers investigate 

the property, report on its findings and evaluate various options for future 

utilization. 



Several options for future use of the existing structures were developed. 

They included multipurpose use (office space, open storage, -light 

manufacturing), apartment/condominium housing and domiciliary facilities. 

Cost estimates for rehabilitation work were prepared for each of the above in 

addition to demolition, cleanup and site work. 

Following discussions with Town officials, New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC), New York State Department of 

Transportation (NYSDOT), former plant employees and Oswego County officials 

and based on our own assesment of the property, the report concludes that the 

site should be secured, the waste materials removed, the buildings raised, the 

debris burried on site and the site regraded and seeded making the property 

suitable for sale or other use. 

An order of magnitude cost for cleanup, demolition and site preparation 

is estimated at $1,100,000. Nearly half of this cost has been allocated for 

plant waste removal. Additional sampling and anaylsis to further define the 

quantity, limits and characteristics of the residual waste could change this 

figure substantially. 
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SECTION 1 - INTRODUCTION 

1.01 General 

In April 1984, Calocerinos & Spina was engaged by Oswego County to pre

pare a report on the former Columbia Mills Property in Minetto, New York. The 

property consists of the remains of manufacturing plant covering about 10 

acres and about 90 additional acres of undeveloped land, all on the west side 

of the Oswego River. In 1976, Columbia Mills ceased manufacturing operations 

and eventually sold the entire property and contents to a salvaging company in 

October of 1981. Once salvaging operations were completed, the property was 

left vacant. The property is currently co-owned by Oswego County and the Town 

of Minetto by virtue of default on property taxes and quit claim deed, repec

tively. Oswego County requested that we investigate the property and evaluate 

i t in terms of future use potential. 

In gathering general background information and more particularly specif

i cs about the site itself, we have had dialogue with a number of persons and 

agencies. We would like to thank all who helped contribute information rela

t ive to the preparation of this report and in particular to Mr. John T. Kelly, 

former Chief Engineer of Columbia Mills, who was retained by this firm as a 

sub-consultant. 

This report provides public officials and other interested parties with a 

document describing the history, present condition and possible future uses 

for the property. This report goes beyond the generation of ideas for future 

use; it also addresses the costs associated with a number of options. 

1.02 Purpose of Study 

The property today is an agglomeration of abandoned, partially and com

pletely demolished buildings, rubble, waste materials, and the ruins left by a 

fire. The property is not secured, allowing for easy access of non authorized 

persons. Wandering through the abandoned buildings or through the debris can 



1.02 Purpose of Study (Continued) 

be dangerous. Howev€r, the County is not liable pursuant to Section 53 of 

County Law {Appendix "G"). 

The purpose of this study is to accumulate and present adequate informa

tion relative to this site to enable Oswego County to make educated and rational 

decisions concerning its future. 

1.03 Scope of Work 

Our Scope of Work was to study and evaluate the site and prepare a report 

for submittal to the Oswego County Legislature. The report contains the re

sults of a property and building inventory and addresses the integrity of the 

structurers and physical systems. This was done to aid in determining the 

viability of possible uses for the remaining structures. Also addressed is a 

review of the water, sewer and other utilities serving the site, as well as an 

assessment of transportation facilities available to the area. Clean-up of 

t he site was investigated and the issues discussed include; building demoli

t ion, disposal of rubble, removal of containerized and buried waste materials, 

and the salvage value of remaining equipment. Another issue addressed in this 

report is the securing of the site to aid in preventing injury to unauthorized 

persons entering the site. The scope also included taking of aerial photo

graphs of the site. This was accomplished on April 1, 1984 and is included as 

Appendix "E" of this report. 

1.04 Organization of Report 

The organization of this report is such that it will take the reader from 

an overview of the property, its surroundings, utilities, transportation and 

other general aspects to an evaluation of the buildings, future uses of the 

property, what items would need to be accomplished to further utilize the site 

and at what cost. The body of the report concludes with a discussion of the 

recommended alternative and further details both cost and scheduling. 



SECTION 2 - LOCATION 

2.01 General 

Oswego County is located on the southeastern shore of Lake Ontario and 

occupies approximately 954 square miles. The County has a population of about 

114,000 with the two major cities of Oswego and Fulton having populations of 

approximately 20,000 and 13,000, respectively. The Town of Minetto is located 

in the northwest part of the County (See Figure 1) and has developed mainly as 

an agricultural and residential area. It is bounded on the north by the City 

of Oswego, on the east by the Oswego River, on the south by the Town of Granby 

and on the west by the Town of Oswego. The Hamlet of Minetto, which is the 

location of the Columbia Mills property, is centrally located between the 

cities of Oswego and Fulton. These two cities are the major places of employ

ment and serve as the cultural centers of the County. Residential development 

i s generally along the main highways, particularly Routes 48 and 25 and in the 

Hamlet of Minetto. The Town is located about 32 miles northwest of Syracuse 

and 3-1/2 miles northwest of Fulton. In 1980 the population was 1,905. 

2.02 Socio-Economic 

The climate of Oswego County is classified as humid continental with warm 

summers. The seasons are modified by Lake Ontario giving a slightly later and 

shorter spring, but a longer and later autumn. The average mean temperature 

is 47.5 degrees Fahrenheit. The maximum temperature recorded at the Oswego 

Weather Station over a 110 year period was 100 degrees Fahrenheit, and the 

minimum temperature -23 degrees Fahrenheit. 



2.02 Socio-Economic (Continued) 

Precipitation is uniformly distributed throughout the year with the 

annual average being 33.5 inches. Much of the winter precipitation is re

ceived in the form of snow with the average snow fall being 87 inches. The 

relative humidity averages from 60 percent to 70 percent yearly with the 

highest averages occurring during the winter months. 

The State University of New York, located in Oswego, is fully accredited 

i n all degree programs with a student population of approximately 7,500. 

Opportunities for higher education in nearby Syracuse includes Syracuse Uni

versity; the State University College of Forestry; Upstate Medical Center; 

Lemoyne College; Maria Regina College; Central City Business Institute; and 

t he Powelson Business Institute. Additionally, several community colleges are 

located within a one-hour drive. 

The varied topography, changing seasons and many waterways of Oswego 

County provide ideal conditions for all types of outdoor recreational activity. 

With its scores of lakes and stocked fishing streams, miles of Lake Ontario 

shoreline, camping and tenting areas, sailing and yachting facilities, golf 

courses, bowling alleys, its year round programs of spectator sports and per

forming arts, and its numerous historical sites, there is leisure time activity 

for all members of the family. 

Oswego Coun ty has two hospitals with over 240 beds, having all necessary 

medical services available. A School of Practical Nursing is conducted at the 

Oswego Hospital. There are over 60 doctors and 31 dentists in Oswego County. 

There are 3 daily newspapers and one Sunday newspaper having an approxi

ma t e circulation of 290,000. Oswego County receives 10 AM radio stations, two 

from the County and eight from the Syracuse area, with 9 FM stations received 

in the area. There are 9 T.V. stations received in Oswego County. 



2.02 Socio-Economic (Continued) 

Over 18 religious denominations are represented in the more than 69 

houses of worship in Oswego County. All major service and fraternal organi

zations are represented in the County by more than 40 local chapters. 

Oswego County government provides a centralized emergency fire control, 

encompassing 28 volunteer fire departments, two full time city fire depart

ments and fire departments maintained by local industrial plants. Ambulance 

requirements are met by units provided by the full time fire departments, 

contractual arrangements with private companies and several volunteer corps. 

Rail service is maintained within the County by the Conrai l System. The 

port of Oswego is located at the City of Oswego on the edge of Lake Ontario. 

Syracuse Hancock International Airport is within a twenty t o forty minute 

drive of most of Oswego County and provides over 70 daily passenger flights. 

The Oswego County Airport is located three miles northeast of the City of 

Fulton and provides all major and minor aviation services for the County. 

Several highways provide excellent transport routes from any part of 

Oswego County. Interstate Route 81, 481 and New York State Route 48 all run 

north and south through Oswego County, making the Syracuse business district 

just a forty-five minute drive from Minetto. The New York State Thruway (I-90) 

runs east and west and can be accessed just north of the City of Syracuse by 

al l of the above routes. 

The Hamlet of Minetto occupies an excellent location in the County of 

Oswego. It is situated between the two highly industrialized cities of Fulton 

and Oswego. Oswego is an important port and rail facility. Major employers 

in and near Oswego include the State University of New York College at Oswego, 
-

Alcan Aluminum Corporation, Hammermill Paper Company and Niagara Mohawk Power 

Corporation. Fulton is home to Nestle, Sealright, Miller Brewery and Black 

and Clawson. 



2.02 Socio-Economic (Continued) 

Just south of the Columbia Mills Property there is a small commercial 

area which includes an insurance office, ambulance service, restaurant, small 

supermarket and a church. The local United States Post Office is located just 

off Route 48 on Benson Avenue, as is the local volunteer fire department that 

serves the area. The elementary school is located on Granby Road and the Town 

of Minetto Offices are nearby on Empire Street. High school students are 

bussed to Oswego. 

While no local police force exists, the area receives protection from the 

County Sheriff's Department whose offices and jail are on the outskirts of 

Oswego. The area is also patrolled by the New York State Police, with three 

sub-stations maintained in the County. 

The Hamlet is served by public water, sewers, gas, electricity and tele

phone. 

2.03 History of the Site 

Columbia Mills Company commenced operations in the Town of Minetto in the 

l atter years of the nineteenth century. Available records indicate the earli

est building construction for the plant in Minetto was in 1887. To the best 

of our knowledge the company no longer exists in the United States. 

Columbia Mills was once considered the world's largest manufacturer of 

window shades. Other products included dairy cloth, lace table cloths, Vene

tian blinds, aluminum screens, book binding cloth, paper, and in latter years, 

vinyl material for hard book covers. Operations involved in the processes 

were bleaching, drying, dyeing, calendaring, painting, rolling and embossing. 



2.03 History of the Site (Continued) 

At its peak the plant consisted of about 70 manufacturing~ storage, 

inspection and service buildings and employed about 1,625 people. As the tex

tile industry began its demise in the northeast following World War II and 

other newer and higher paying industries located in the area, it became more 

difficult to remain competitive with the newer plants and foreign imports. 

This situation combined with several other factors led Columbia Mills to cease 

operations in 1976. 

When Columbia Mills stopped manufacturing operations, much of the process 

equipment was removed and shipped to other plants in operation at the time. 

The plant shutdown also included the disassembly and transfer of a solvent 

recovery system which had been in operation for only one year. An auction was 

held to sell the remaining equipment that the company had no further use for. 

Subsequently the property was sold to the Columin Development Corporation 

who commenced salvage operations. Demolition and salvage efforts had reached 

a point where only buildings 7, 8, lOA, 11, 12, 16, 21, 30,31, 32, 58 remained 

standing (Figure No. 2). At this point, salvage values dropped sharply and 

demolition operations ceased leaving the site essentially as it exists today. 

Only one other incident of note has occurred. A major fire destroyed the 

Administration Building in December of 1983. 

At this time the site is not secured. Fence gates are either open, un

l ocked or missing and the local populace uses the site as a source of bricks 

and other salvageable material. 

Columbia Mills employed the use of many types of dyes, thinners, paints, 

lacquers, fillers and other similar type products in their manufacturing opera

tions. When the plant closed there were hundreds of containers of chemicals 



2.03 History of the Site (Continued) 

and products left to be disposed of. A number of letters and memorandums were 

written by NYSDEC and Oswego County regarding the cleanup of the waste 

materials following the plants closure and subsequent sale. We have included 

i n Appendix 11 A11 some of these documents and other data that we feel is 

pertinent to the current situation. The first documentation that this firm 

currently possess indicating that NYSDEC was aware of the volume and character 

of the wastes generated at the plant was a 1976-77 Hazardous Waste Survey. In 

apri l of 1979, after the plant closed, an inspection of the plant grounds was 

conducteti by NYSDEC. The recommendation of this April 5, 1979 DEC memorandum 

was that 11 we attempt to contact the property owner and advise them of their 

responsibility to cleanup these wastes". During the remainder of 1979, NYSDEC 

issued several memorandums (August 22, October 10 and December 27) regarding 

the existence of remaining wastes at the site and who's responsibil i ty it was 

to have them removed. In late 1980, Columbia Mills hired Sealand, Inc. who 

removed and disposed of some of th~ containerized waste from the plant site. 

By 1981 there was still some question as to the status of the waste 

removal at the site. This question was raised in a letter dated April 20, 

1981 from the Town of Minetto Attorney to Columbia Mills Attorney. In 

December of 1981, NYSDEC once again became involved and held discussions with 

Mr. Lyng regarding the remaining waste. In a December 14, 1981 letter from 

DEC to Mr. R. Champney at Columin Development Corporation, reputedly the owner 

of the property at this time, the issue of what wastes Columin and what wastes 

Columbia Mills was responsible for disposal of was addressed. NYSDEC 

requested that Mr. Champney respond within one month as to 11 the status of the 

disposition of the subject materials". NYSDEC contacted Mr. Champney again on 

March 11, 1982 "regarding disposition of the subject materials". On September 



2.03 History of the Site (Continued) 

7, 1982, NYSDEC performed some sampling at ·the Columbia Mills site. The analy

sis transmittal letter, sent to the Town of Minetto Supervisor, Mr. R. Todd on 

October 13, 1982, stated that "The results of the subject sampling are attached 

and do not show any significant environmental problem at the Columbia Mills 

site". This was reiterated in a local newspaper article on December 20, 1982. 

Currently remaining in the buildings are about 115 barrels and 20 pallets of 

assorted powdered and liquid materials (see Section 3.05 of this report). 

Along the western portion of the site near the railroad tracks lies an unknown 

quantity of buried containers and approximately 400 visible containers. These 

buri ed containers are in the plant's former dump area. 

2.04 Zoning 

The Columbia Mills property is currently zoned Industrial. Local offi 

cials have indicated they would consider a zoning change. This was evidenced 

by t he actions of Minetto in considering the Wolcott developer, Douglas 

Fitzmaurice's proposal in 1983. The proposal consisted of constructing apart

ment complexes, warehouses and a commercial office building on the property 

which would have required a zoning variance. Although this proposal was not 

realized, other proposals may be successful. 

2.05 Description 

Columbia Mills Property is legally described as part of Farm Lot 29 of 

the Town of Minetto, County of Oswego, State of New York. The site on which 

the former plant is located now contains approximately 100 acres of land. 

Several plots of land have been sold off or relinquished without fee from the 

original 130 plus acre property. These were used for residential development, 
-fire house, town park and sewage treatment plant. The property has a frontage 



2.05 Description (Continued) 

of approximately 1,175 feet on the east side along Route 48 para l leling the 

Oswego River. On the south the property is bounded by Benson Avenue, on the 

west by Conrail track right-of-way, and on the north by Snell Road. 

Immediately to the west of and paralleling the Conrail track is the 

Metropolitan Water Board (MWB) water transmission line. This 54-inch diameter 

line supplies water not only to portions of Oswego County, but also to the 

Syracuse area. Conversations with MWB indicate that low, average and peak 

flow in this precast concrete cylinder pipe is 18, 24 and 40 MGD, respectively. 

The 10 acres of land closest to Route 48 constitutes the main plant com

plex. This area is level and approximately at the same elevation as Route 48. 

Fol l owing the property further west and north it begins to gently rise and 

fal l , generally rises in elevation and becomes heavily wooded and undeveloped . 

An 8-foot high chain link fence runs along the perimeter of the main 

plant complex. A large quantity of rubble and scrap material is deposited 

about the site .from salvage operations. 

The existing structures or remains were built from around 1909 onward. 

Several underground service tunnels crossing Route 48 still exist. These were 

used for utilities and moving heavy machinery between buildings. The largest 

remaining building is a four story brick structure which is composed of four 

separate additions. Buildings 30, 31 and 32 were used for storage, while 

Building 12 was used for chemical work (See Figure 2). 

Coating Building No. 11 is a four story independent structure that was 

primarily used for hand painting of window shades. Ten large gravity ventila

tors are located on the roof with ductwork running down to each floor level. 



2.05 Description (Continued) 

Building No. 8 is the old Generator/Engine House that supplied the plant's 

steam, standby electrical power and plant water pressure. Power was generated 

by coal fired boilers and turbines producing 25 cycle current. The 200-foot 

high radial brick chimney is lined one-third of the way up and was originally 

one of the regions tallest. 

The wood framed Administration Building No. 7 was totally destroyed by 

fire in December of 1983. Although remodeled before the plant closed, it is 

reported that salvage operations had left the building interior in a state of 

shambles prior to the fire. No attempts at removing the debris have been 

made. Several small miscellaneous buildings are scattered around the site, 

including a locomotive shed which has collapsed. All the other buil~ings were 

ei ther dismantled and sold or demolished during the salvage and demolition 

work. 

There are two buried railroad tank cars and three underground storage 

tanks· remaining on site. They were used for process chemicals such as vinyls, 

solvents and lacquer. 

Two 500 acre-feet ponds that were used to store process water for the 

pl ant are located north of the building complex. An earth dam separating them 

has been washed out at one spot. The level of these ponds is controlled by 

three sluice gates located outside a brick pump house structure, labeled Build

ing No. 21. These gates control flow to the Oswego River through a reinforced 

concrete arch tunnel passing under Route 48. 

The upper layer of soils are generally comprised of sand, silt and some 

gravel. Borings taken near the plant site during the winter of 1970 indicate 

a ground water depth of between 6-9 feet. 



2.06 Environmental Concerns 

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation monitored the 

removal of containerized waste from the site by Sealand, Inc. in late 1980. 

From conversations with DEC officials, what was removed were the explosive and 

hazardous waste that had been stored in two open air shelters (called the 

Arsenal by former plant employees) and a shallow trench. A Department of 

Environmental Conservation report entitled, 11 Appendix B, Inactive Hazardous 

Waste Remodial Plan 11
, was received by Oswego County on January 3, 1984 

(see Appendix 11 811 of this report) . . In the referenced report the site is 

Classified as a 4. Essentially this means the site requires continued 

monitoring for evidences of environmental contamination. 

Wetlands on site constitute an area of 10± acres (See Figure No. 3). 

This area is made up of two stream beds, their banks and the two 500 acre-foot 

ponds. Any activity, whether current or planned future development, will have 

to contend with the existence of these areas. Generally the Department of 

Environmental Conservation will allow no activity or alteration within the 

limits of the wetlands. This means no filling and/or changing of contours. 

From conversations and written correspondence with the New York State 

Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC), no permit would be required 

for disposal of the rubble at the site. This assumes no hazardous or toxic 

wastes would be buried in the process of demolition, and covering of the debris. 

However, future development of the site would, through the New York State 

Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) require the completion of an Environmental 

Assessment form. Upon completion of a review and public hearings, preparation 

of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) may be compulsorary. 



SECTION 3 - PROPERTY INVENTORY 

3.01 General 

An inventory of the site was accomplished during the spring of 1984. It 

consisted of field reconnaissance, a detailed review of each of the remaining 

structures and an assessment of the physical facilities. 

As most of the buildings are constructed with reinforced concrete framing 

it is difficult, without sophisticated and costly methods, to assess the struc

tural integrity. We were at the time of inspection, and continue to be, unable 

to obtain any building construction plans. Therefore, no analytical or even 

approximate calculations could be made on the strengths of the concrete com

ponents. The inventory and assessment procedure used was a visual one in 

which the building was reviewed as a whole. A judgement made as to whether 

the structural components were of a condition such that continued use of the 

building was possible or advisable. 

The property outside the main plant area was walked and what was inven

toried is described below. Most of the property is wooded and undeveloped and 

needs little further explanation. 

Of the original factory complex only 6, significant structures are still 

standing. They are building numbers 8, 11, 12, 30, 31, and 32 (see Figure 2). 

Below is a listing of basic building data as taken from site visitation as 

well as other available records. 



3. 01 Genera 1 (Continued) 

Square Feet No. of Total Type of 
Building No. Per Floor (SF) Floors Floor Area Construction Age 

11 9,585 4 38,950 Brick & 1928 
Reinforced 
Concrete 

12 1,800 4 6,000 Brick & 1919 
Reinforced 
Concrete 

30 5,400 4 22,000 Brick & Steel 1922 

31 8,550 4 35,000 Brick & 1922 
Timber 

32 4,300 4 16,000 Brick & 1919 
Reinforced 
Concrete 

8 12,429 1 12,429 Brick & Steel 1909 

Although there are several other small buildings on site, they are essen

tially of no significance to the purpose of this report and will be limited to 

a brief discussion at the end of this section. 

The undeveloped portion of property, approximately 90 acres, is generally 

wooded and rises in elevation to the north and west. The property contains 

three pond areas. The largest two on the eastern side of the property have an 

estimated total storage capacity of 1,000 acre-feet. Other portions of the 

undeveloped property were used as landfill areas for plant waste. This can 

still be evidenced by the approximately three to four hundred rusted barrels 

around the third pond area at the western edge of the site. 

3.02 Existing Buildings 

Building No. 11, the former Coating Building, is a four story reinforced 

concrete frame structure with uninsulated brick/block walls, cast-in-place 

concrete floor slabs and built-up roof. There are two stair towers, one at 



3.02 Existing Buildings (Continued) 

each end, and an elevator tower which has been stripped of its mechanical 

equipment. The concrete floors, columns and ceilings appear to be in rela

tively good condition. Interior walls, doors and windows are in either poor 

condition or entirely missing. The existing roof leaks and missing windows 

have allowed water to further deteriorate the building interior. All the 

pl umbing, electrical wiring and process gear have been removed except for some 

demolished duct work littering the first floor and the large gravity venti

lators on the roof. The exterior walls and interior columns were judged to be 

in serviceable and continued use condition, however, they are rapidly deterio

rating. 

Buildings No. 12, 30 and 32 are of similar type construction with brick 

masonry walls, reinforced concrete frame and precast roof deck, except that 

Building 30 has an exposed steel frame with a corrugated metal roof. There is 

a single stair tower in Chemical Building 12 with an adjacent elevator shaft 

which has been stripped. Access to the other buildings is provided by two 

stair and elevator towers located within Storage Building 31 which connects 

them. The concrete floors and frames are in good condition, although there 

are several penetrations for chemical tanks, but the roofs show signs of leak

age and are in poor condition. As with the other buildings, all plumbing, 

wiring and almost all process equipment have been removed. The majority of 

windows have been broken and doors missing. A system of reinforced concrete 

service tunnels connect these buildings with the burned out Administration 

Building 7 and Engine House 8. These passages are filled with debris at 

several points and are no longer passable. 



3.02 Existing Buildings (Continued) 

Building No. 31 was used for storage and production and is one of the 

oldest buildings on the site. It is a four story structure with brick bearing 

walls, timber frame and stone foundation. Floors and roof consist of various 

thicknesses of lumber laid on edge to form a heavy duty platform. Because of 

water entering from broken windows and the leaking roof, the floors and roof 

have collapsed in several locations and are severely deteriorated. The exte

rior brick walls are in fair condition. The interior has been completely 

stripped with the exception of some sprinkler piping and light fixtures. 

Building No. 8 was the Generator/Engine House and has brick bearing walls 

with structural steel frame and corrugated metal roof. The building has a 

reinforced concrete foundation and basement area. There are several large 

openings left in the floor where pieces of equipment have been removed. 

Salvage work has severely damaged this structure, with large sections of walls 

torn out and gaping cracks in others. Some mechanical equipment in the form 

of partial boilers, piping, ducts, pump bases, switchgear supports and over

head coal bunkers remain in this structure. Because of the partial demoli

tion, this building is considered unsafe. Outside this building, next to 

Route 48, there is a 6,000 gallon concrete cistern that supplied river water 

to the plant fire system via a 20-inch diameter pipeltne. That pipe was 

pl ugged with concrete at the river entrance when the plant closed. 

Several other small concrete block and wooden structures which were used 

for lacquer mixing, storage and solvent recovery remain standing, but there is 

evidence of roof and wall water leakage. The chimney appears to be in good 

condition despite repeated lightning strikes over the years. The Bleachery 



3.02 Existing Buildings (Continued) 

Buildings 37 and 38 remain partially demolished, as does one end of Shipping 

Building 55. The Administration Building 7, as previously mentioned, is com

pletely burned out. Most of the building's steel and charred wood timbers 

have fallen into the basement, with only the two brick elevator towers left 

standing. All the rest of the structures have been demolished, with debris 

and rubble bulldozed into piles scattered over the site, leaving their con

crete floor slabs exposed. 

With the exception of the partially demolished buildings mentioned above, 

the remainder of the buildings are in various states of deterioration. Roofs, 

no longer water tight and the absence of most doors and windows expose the 

structures to the detrimental effects of water and the freeze thaw cycle. 

Although it will be some time before the buildings become totally unsafe for 

even a quick walk through the deterioration evidenced on the exterior of struc

tural members and the hidden corrosion of the reinforcing steel will combine 

to accelerate the ultimate demise of these buildings. 

Even if rehabilitative efforts were to begin today the corrosion mecha

nism started over these past years may be difficult or impossible to mitigate 

short of complete replacement. 

3.03 Underground Structures 

A system of underground tunnels provided access between the Engine House, 

Administration Building and Niagara Mohawk Hydro-Electric Power Plant on the 

east side of Route 48. The main tunnel is 8.5 feet wide by 7.2 feet high and 

constructed of reinforced concrete. It contains the channel in whtch plant 

wastes were discharged to the Oswego River. A manhole opening connecting to 

the new Town of Minetto Sewer System is provided inside the tunnel, but was 

never used. 



3.03 Underground Structures (Continued) 

The smaller 3.0 feet by 5.5 feet high tunnel was constructed of stone and 

contains a large number of steam, water, gas and electrical conduits, all of 

which are believed to be dead. 

Crossing under the floor of one of the connecting tunnels is a 12-inch 

sewer line that is currently being used by some residences located off Barrett 

Drive (paralleling and north of Benson Avenue). These homes have not been 

connected to the Town Sewer System. This line is shown on Figure 5, was 

observed as active during our field investigation and was also reported by the 

Clerk, Town of Minetto. 

During our field inspection the tunnels appeared to be in good condition. 

Exposed steel beams are painted, with only some surface rust beginning to 

show. No major cracks in the walls or ceilings were observed and the thick

ened concrete base slab of Route 48 appeared to be in good condition. 

3.04 Drainage 

Drainage of the site is accomplished via streams flowing to the two large 

ponds on the eastern portion of the property. The two main streams drain 

areas external to the property and enter the property from the north and south. 

One smaller stream drains land west of the property and eventually discharges 

into the large ponds referenced above. 

Culverts located immediately to the west of the plant area carry flow 

from the southern entering stream. This stream passes through two culverts 

on-site and an additional one on Benson Avenue. It was reported by Mr. Kelly 

that flooding problems have been experienced in the past when these on-site 

culverts have not been maintained causing the creek to back up. Flooding of 

basements has also occurred when fishermen have closed the sluice gates in the 



3.04 Drainage (Continued) 

di version structure raising the level of the two storage ponds and the in

f l uent streams. Despite efforts to keep these gates open, even to the point 

of removing and/or chaining the operating wheels, people still close the gates 

and problems persist. The remainder of the property is well drained with no 

other observed or reported problems. 

3.05 Waste Material 

During the inventory of the buildings, a number of 55-gallon barrels, 

bags and other containers of unused liquid and powdered substances were en

countered. A list was compiled by this firm and compared to a previous 

accounting of the remaining on-site containers. The description of the 

contents were obtained from the container labels. No sampling or testing of 

the contents was done. The results of this inventory are presented below (See 

Figure 2 for building location): 

Building No. Floor 

30 1 

31 1 

12 3 

31 4 

30 4 

30 2 

31 2 

Descrietion 

1 Barrel Topco NXZ 

6 Barrels Quabond (Glue) 

20 Empty Barrels 35% Hydrogen Peroxide 

3 Empty Barrels Hydrogen Peroxide 
1 Rust Barrel (Full) No Name 

1 Empty Barrel Hydrogen Peroxide 

1 Barrel Pure Glycerine 
5 Pallets of 50# Bags of White Powder 

ASP 170 Engelhard (Starch??) 

Barrels of Glycerine, Tamol, Silicone 
Release Agent, Unmarked (Full), Ammonium 
Phosphate Dibasic Pyrosan LPN (10 Total), 

4 Leucophur Water Dispersion B.F.G. 
6 Quabond 
4 Rhoplex, 1 Acrysol 
1 Lubritone 

.. . ... 



3.05 Waste Material (Continued) 

Building No. Floor 

32 2 

11 2 

11 3 

11 4 

Description 

2 Rusty Barrels and Some Deteriorated 
Bags of Unknown White Powdered Substance 

3 Sodium Hydrosulfite Concentrate 

1 Barrel Butyl Acetate (Full) 
1 Barrel N-Propyl Acetate 

9 Pallets of Johns-Manville 
Super Fine Super Floss 50# Bags 
Celite Product - Silica 

5 Nopcostat Barrels - Full 
3 Paraplex, 1 Permag Cleaning Compound 
2 Pallets J.M. Micro Cell T-38 
11 Barrels of Various Color Dyes 
1 Pallet Cabro-Sil M-5 Fumed Silica 
1 Pallet Cyprus Mistron Monomix 
1 Pa 11 et Attage l 
12 Barrels (Total) of Vync Resin Vinyl 

Solution, N-Propyl Acetate, Tricresyl 
Phosphate, Acryloid 

1 Havee 42, 1 Penetone Superplus 
6 Unmarked Rusty Barrels 
12 Small Barrels of Unknown Contents 

The existence of two (2) 10,000-gallon buried railroad tank car~ ~a-~ ver-

i f ied. Although these buried tanks were reportedly pumped out when the plant 

shut down, some solvents are believed to remain inside, possibly diluted with 

ground or surface water. Three (3) 3,000-gallon buried tanks that were used 

to store lacquer thinner were located and still appear to contain some sludge 

mater ial. 

At the western end of the property, from Chase Drive west to the Conrail 

tracks, lies the plant 1 s old dump and landfill. Former employees state that 

the plant wastes were taken out in barrels along the railroad tracks and the 

contents burned. These barrels were then buried in the dump. Approximately 

400 of these barrels are scattered in and around a small pond area, most open 

and rusty with some still containing ash material. Mr. Kelly states that the 



3.05 Waste Material (Continued) 

material was cheap paint with low resin content. Later in the plant's history, 

when it became more involved with plastics and toxic substances, the waste was 

shipped to a Pollution Abatement Services depository for disposal. 

Based on a limited sampling and analysis program conducted by this 

office, it appears that there are some environmental contamination problems at 

the site. Residuals of chemicals and material components used in the manu

facturing process have been detected in the area of the main plant, as well as 

in the landfill area. Soil samples to a depth of 2 feet were taken near the 

location of the solvent recovery plant, the buried lacquer thinner tanks, the 

buried railroad car tanks and a water sample was taken in a quiescent area 

near the pond adjacent to the lacquer thinner tanks. In addition, a 6-inch 

deep soil sample was taken at the western end of the property in the vicinity 

of the landfill (See Figure 4). As this was a limited review, the situation 

should be investigated further to ascertain both its magnitusf_e.: and to better 

define the area(s) of the property suitable for debris burial. 

At a meeting with Oswego County representatives, NYSDEC Region 7, and 

this firm, on June 12, 1984, Calocerinos & Spina informed NYSDEC of the sampl

ing and analysis program conducted by this office. At this meeting a ·summary 

sheet of the test results was given to NYSDEC. DEC then indicated that they 

would perform some additional sampling and analysis at the site. This will 

help to more precisely ascertain the magnitude of any contamination problem. 

In addition, this firm has formally requested a copy of all DEC documentation 

of the Columbia Mills cleanup efforts in the attempt to determine the actual 

chain of events leading to this point in time. 



SECTION 4 - UTILITIES 

4.01 General 

The Columbia Mills Property, due to the size of the former operation, is 

provided with more than adequate utilities. Most services were either directly 

installed by the Corporation or constructed to serve its anticipated demands. 

4.02 Water 

Potable water is supplied to the Minetto Water District by the City of 

Oswego. A 12-inch "Transite" transmission line conveys water south along 

Route 48 to the front of the Engine House at the Columbia Mills Property. 

There an 8-inch branch line enters the plant. The main line then reduces to 6 

inches and continues south to supply the Hamlet of Minetto (See Figure 5). 

The existing water tower on Merridian Avenue has been out of service and it is 

reportedly scheduled for demolition. 

The City of Oswego derives water from Lake Ontario. The intake is rated 

at 125 million gallons per day (MGD) with 62 MGD committed by contract to the 

Metropolitan Water Board. Average water production for the Oswego water system 

is approximately 6.5 MGD and maximum production is approximately 10.3 MGD. 

The water quality is good, generally having less than 1 col~form per 100 mls. 

of sample and a chlorine residual of 0.5 mg/1. This system supplies the City 

of Oswego and outside water districts in the towns of Oswego, Minetto, Scriba 

and Volney. The system serves an estimated 32,000 people. 

A fire flow test was performed by this office during June, 1984. The two 

hydrants used in the test were just north of the plant along Route 48. Maximum 

flow and residual press~re recorded were 980 gpm and 35 psi, respectively. 

Static pressure prior to the test ranged from 51-53 psi. 



4.02 Water (Continued) 

Based on the reported volume of sewage treated on a daily basis at the 

Minetto Sewage Treatment Plant, there is approximately 1.37 MGD of additional 

water available in the present system to the Columbia Mills property. This 

equates to an average constant demand of 952 GPM. Unless a high water usage 

industry locates on the property, there appears to be adequate flow for most 

business needs. If more water is required, it is available via the MWB line 

just west of the property. 

4.03 Sewers 

The Town of Minetto Waste Water Treatment Plant is located adjacent to 

the Columbia Mills Property and serves the Minetto Sewer District (See Figure 

6). This joint municipal - industrial District was established in February 

1971. Currently the District has a population of approximately 900. Ulti

mately, the system will serve nearly all of the town whose population is pro

jected to be 3,680 by the year 2020. . . .. . 

Columbia Mills was the only industry within the District. The rest of 

the service area being residential except for the small commercial area in the 

Hamlet. The plant was sized for a 1995 design flow of 0.60 MGD and an esti

mated population of 2,800. However, due to the high pH and alkalinity of the 

industrial wastewater, the design year population equivalent was 12,050. 

The sewerage system is made up of 8-inch laterals, 10- and 15-inch trunk 

sewers, a pumping station, 8-inch force main, the sewage treatment plant and 

an 18-inch outfall sewer. Secondary treatment by the contact stabilization 

type plant provides 85 percent removal of BOD and suspended solids. The 

treated effluent is discharged to the Oswego River. 

An agreement was made between ColumQia Mills and the Town of Minetto for 

the Mill to pay for 80 percent of the District costs for construction of the 

new treatment plant and collection system. This never happened because the 



4.03 Sewers (Continued) 

Mill went out of business almost a year before the plant went on line. As a 

result of not receiving any of the anticipated industrial waste, the plant was 

substantially oversized. Some of the larger capacity equipment has been re

placed with smaller units to handle the lower flows the plant is presently 

treating. If in the future wastewater volume increases, the plant has the 

hydraulic capacity to expand. The plant currently has a reported 0.05 MGD 

peak treatment capacity. 

4.04 Natural Gas 

Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation provides the Minetto area with gasser

vice (See Figure 5). On the west side of Route 48 there is a 6-inch medium 

pressure distribution main serving local homes and businesses. The branch 

l ines into Columbia Mills have been cut and capped. A 12-inch gas high

pressure transmission line from Syracuse to Oswego is located on the opposite 

side of the road and can be seen from inside one of the tunnels. According to 

Niagara Mohawk, pressure at the plant location in the 6-inch line is about 8 

psi, and 27 psi in the 12-inch high pressure line. According to Niagara Mohawk, 

they can supply gas service of almost any required volume to any future occu

pant of the site by tapping the 12-inch · line. 

4.05 Electric 

Directly east across Route 48 from the Columbia Mills main gate is Niagara 

Mohawk's Minetto Station hydro-electric plant. This facility was originally 

constructed by Columbia Mills to provide inexpensive electrical power for 

their manufacturing operations. The large brick and concrete structure houses 

water driven turbines which produce 60 cycle current. Electrical transformers 



4.05 Electric (Continued) 

converted the power to 25 cycles for mill use. After selling the hydro

electric plant in 1956, Columbia Mills then purchased power from the Utility. 

Access to the service tunnels, previously referenced, is provided through the 

lower levels of the station. 

The area has a 4,800 volt dual feed system with power coming across the 

east side of the river from the Seneca .Hill Substation and along Snell Road 

from the 13.2 KVA Paloma Substation. Power outages are reported to be in

frequent. Electricity available for any future development is considered to 

be practically unlimited. 



SECTION 5 - TRANSPORTATION 

5.01 General 

The Town of Minetto is in an excellent location for access to the areas 

multiple transportation modes. Short driving times are required to make con

nections to some of New York State's major highway routes, though some limita

tions do exist. 

5.02 Highway 

Columbia Mills Property has direct access to New York Route 48 which is a 

major north-south highway between Oswego and Syracuse. It serves as an access 

route to the New York State Thruway (Interstate 90) at Exit 39, which runs 

east and west just south of Oswego County. Interstate 81 runs north and south 

through the eastern portion 6f Oswego County. Other north-south roads include 

County Routes 8 and 31. 

The -Min~tto Bridge over the Oswego River provides access to Route I-481 

which extends north to Oswego and south to Fulton and Syracuse. New York 

State Department of Transportation (Appendix "D 11
) has indicated they have no 

plans to rebuild the west ramp to current design standards as it would neces

sitate the taking of almost the entire Hamlet's commercial area. This would 

not be acceptable to the local populace. The alternative is to live with a 

tight turning radius which limits the size of truck traffic that can utilize 

the bridge. 

New York State Department of Transportation has no plans to reconstruct 

Route 48 or, as stated above, the bridge crossing. Only normal maintenance 

and rehabilitation are foreseen in the immediate future. Construction of a 

new extension of Route 481 from Fulton to Oswego having either 3 or 4 lanes is 

a possibility in the future. This work would take high priority if the Oswego 

Port Authority expands operations by another 60 trucks each day traveling 

between Oswego and various destinations. 



5.02 Highway (Continued) 

Bus services to the County are supplied by three major carriers and offer 

services to almost all the cities and villages. Oswego-Syracuse Coach Lines 

run through the Hamlet. 

5.03 Railroad 

Oswego County is provided with daily rail transportation through the 

Conrail System. A main line runs parallel to the westerly border of the 

Columbia Mills Property. Several spurs running into the factory complex have 

been removed over the years and no direct rail link remains. 

5.04 River 

The port of Oswego is the first inbound port in the Great Lakes and is 

capable of serving any vessel that can clear the St. Lawrence Seaway. Lock 

No. 5 of the Oswego River Canal is located directly behind the Minetto Station 

hydro-electric plant to allow navigation around the dam. Pleasure craft and 

~u\k cargo barges can use the canal to make connections with the rest of the 

State ' s waterway system. At one time Columbia Mills maintained docks along 

the riverfront for shipping lumber and raw materials. 

5.05 Air 

Oswego County Airport is the local general aviation airport with approxi

mately 30,000 operations per year. There are 50 general aircraft based at the 

airport. There are also about 3,500 commuter operations each year from the 

airport. Many corporate aircraft use the airport now and the number has been 

steadily increasing as the facilities have been improved. There is a 

published instrument approach runway with end indicator lights and an abbrevi

ated visual approach slope indicator. In addition there is a VORTAC facility 

located 14 miles southeast of the ai~port and an airport surveillance radar 

installation 22 miles to the southeast at Syracuse. 



5.05 Air (Continued) 

Syracuse Hancock International Airport is located five miles northeast of 

the City of Syracuse and a brief drive from Minetto. The 2,000 acre airport 

is designated a civil/military joint use airport. Three runways are in opera

tion, with one equipped with precision instrument landing ·systems at each end. 

Several major airlines operate from the passenger terminal. The City has 

recently built a parking garage and has plans for further expansion in the 

immediate future. 

General aviation is located on the southwest side of the Syracuse 

Airport. Several fixed base operators cater to Central New York's corporate 

and other general aviation activity. An air cargo terminal with storage and 

loading areas is also located at the airport. 

Hancock provides a wealth of aviation oriented services that are not 

duplicated at any other airport within the region. In addition to providing 

general aviation users immediate access to airline service, the airport pro~ 

vides an excellent system of navigation and landing aids, utilities, and a 

variety of ground service equipment. 



SECTION 6 - FUTURE UTILIZATION OF THE PROPERTY 

6. 01 General 

The purpose of this section is to present, develop and evaluate some 

possible future uses for the property and its contents. We have attempted to 

be as creative as possible while tempering these thoughts with the knowledge 

that, short of no action, any activity at the site will require some and 

possibly large amounts of funding - either public, private or a combination 

thereof. 

6.02 Use of Existing Facilities 

Buildings 11, 12, 30 and 32 appear to be somewhat suitable and adaptable 

to entertain commercial/industrial activity. Warehousing, storage, office 

space and light industry are possible uses. Buildings 11 and 30 also appear 

to have the potential for residential development in terms of senior citizens, 

health-care related or apartment type housing. These same two buildings might 

also be utilized for recreational/tourism activities. Possible themes could 

be use as a fine arts museum, childrens museum, nature center, etc. Municipal/ 

social development could include incarceration facilities, food preparation 

centei for various social aid programs, additional County/Town office space, 

vehicle maintenance facility, etc. 

Along the lines of industrial activity, the building(s) could undergo 

minimal rehabilitation and be used to temporarily house embryonic firms. 

While these firms would have outgrown their initial manufacturing location 

they would not yet be large enough or have adequate capital to locate in an 

industrial park. These firms would want to invest as much of their capital as 

possible into purchase of machinery. This facility, with the limited rehabilita -. 
tion would provide open square footage with utilities and would provide room 

to grow at minimum cost. 



6.02 Use of Existing Facilities (Continued) 

Exploring further the use of existing building for commercial/industrial 

development, some additional considerations are in order. No construction 

plans are presently available for the buildings from which a floor loading 

analysis can be performed. However, the type of activity that was once 

present in Columbia Mills operations and their apparent structural condition 

as stated in Section 3 would lead one to believe that the floors in Buildings 

11, 12, 30 and 32 could sustain commercial/light industrial activity. This 

thought is reinforced as nearly all levels in these four buildings contain 

posted floor loading signs. The lightest posting is 200 PSF and the heaviest 

300 PSF. Though these posted loadings were probably derived from the original 

design plans and may now be somewhat reduced du~ to age and general deteriora

tion, they appear to remain adequate for the above-named activities. 

These four buildings all contain stairs and elevator shafts making them 

suitable for moving both people and goods. Natural light from existing window 

areas is prevalent throughout the buildings and the buildings themselves are 

situated on the property so that ample parking/truck maneuvering area is possi

ble. The floor to ceiling height on most floors is about 15 feet, making 

these buildings suitable for high bay storage of goods, except for Building 12 

which has a ceiling height of 9 feet. 

The need for housing in our society continues to increase. This is espe

cially true for retirement and health care related facilities. Much has been 

done in recent years with renovating pre World War II buildings to provide 

this type of housing. These housing complexes not only provide jobs for the 

nearby residents, they also increase the tax base, generate revenue for 

existing commercial establishments and tend to generate some amount of eco-. 
nomic growth. 



6.02 Use of Existing Facilities (Continued) 

Building 11 is especially adaptable for housing as is the currently devel

oped portion of the site and its surroundings. The building could be reno

vated, within-building people transportation is available and the site is 

close to population centers; medical facilities and commercial centers. 

It is estimated that approximately 95 persons could be housed in building 

11 if utilized as a senior citizens complex or as a health-care related 

facility. 

As life expectancy lengthens and the baby boom generation continues to 

age, the need for additional recreational/tourism activities increases. 

Mi netto, located between the two major population centers of Oswego County and 

easily accessible from most parts of the County, would appear to be a prime 

location for recreational activities. Development of a public, private or 

joint venture museum, which could feature a multitude of subjects, is pre

sented as food for thought. Possibilities range from a childrens/fine arts 

museum, civic center, antique cars, history of development along the Oswego 

River, etc. Several of the remaining buildings or portions thereof could be 

used as a seed for further development as the response indicates. 

Other thoughts for possible building uses include expansion of County 

incarceration facilities, social use activities, food preparation center, 

municipal vehicle maintenance facility, creation of additional County/ 

Town office space or a Public Works center. 

Another potential development idea is that of acquiring and expanding the 

dock area across from the property on the Oswego River. These buildings could 

then be used to temporarily store goods in transit to their ultimate destina

tion. One last thought would be to use one or more of these buildings as 



6.02 Use of Existing Facilities (Continued) 

educational complexes or extension~. Should SUNY at Oswego require additional 

space for any of their disciplines, Minetto is well within commuting range for 

both employees and students. 

Whether the site is to be developed/marketed for commercial, office, or 

industrial use, the location is desirable via transportation, taxes (4%) and 

its proximity to potential users of goods and services. Possible clients or 

customers for light industry supplying heavy industry or municipalities in

clude the Cities of Oswego and Fulton, Miller Brewing Company, Alcan and the 

Nine Mile power generation plants. 

Following an evaluation of the above-described options, it was felt that 

three (3) major categories Rad some promise. These three categories of build

ing functions include multipurpose use, apartment/condominiums, subsidized 

rent housing and domiciliary/handicapped/health care housing. Based on con

versations with County planners and our own assessment of current socio

economic conditions, we felt that these types of activities were the most 

viable. The other themes mentioned above were felt either not to have a large 

enough population to support, were judged not needed, or for other reasons 

were ascertained not workable. 

6.03 Development of New Facilities 

Extending the usefulness of existing buildings at first glance makes good 

common and economic sense. However, buildings in excess of 40 years old are 

generally thought to be beyond useful economic life and salvage value can be 

virtually nil. In many cases it is more desirable and more beneficial econom

ical to the customer to erect a building tailored specifically to his needs. 

Tax credits and energy saving features can generally be incorporated in the 



6.03 Development of New Facilities (Continued) 

construction of new facilities more easily than with renovation of old exist

ing structures. The property under discussion appears well suited for devel

opment and construction of new facilities. 

For the reasons presented earlier in this section and this report (trans

portation, utilities, location, municipal services, etc.) this property could 

be developed for most any type of commercial/industrial activity that the 

greater upstate New York and Great Lakes region could support. The site is 

well drained and the upper layers of the firmament consist of making for no 

known specialized construction methods. 

Other activities and ventures mentioned previously in Section 6.02 are 

also appropriate for new construction. Water lines can be extended, sewer 

treatment facilities are nearby and power for the area is both available and 

reliable. There appear to be no limitations to developing the site due to 

utilities. 



SECTION 7 - REHABILITATION OF SITE 

7.01 General 

As stated several times previously in this report, the site is currently 

an agglomeration of abandoned and partially or wholly demolished buildings. A 

large amount rubble covers the ground and the site is open to the public which 

creates safety and liability concerns. At an absolute minimum the main plant 

area needs to be secured to mitigate the number of trespassers. Once the site 

is secured additional clean-up efforts can commence, including the removal of 

containerized materials, asbestos pipe insulation, leveling of the remaining 

non-usable structures and burial of the demolition material. Once the un

usable 9uildings are leveled and the debris buried, the plant area should be 

graded and seeded to make future usage of the site more attractive. At some 

point, the 400 or so old barrels at the western edge of the site should also 

be removed to an approved disposal location. 

An additional item should be noted when considering site cleanup. Demo

lition and debris material cannot be buried within the wetland areas (See 

Figure 3). In fact, no activity in these defined areas is permitted without 

written permission from DEC. This includes vehicle traffic, grading work, 

burial of materials, etc. 

The means and possible combination of utilizing private and County forces 

to accomplish these tasks are discussed below. 

7.02 Implementation of Clean-up 

If the County of Oswego is to fully/partially fund the clean-up of the 

property, then it would be in the County's best interest to have the work done 

as efficiently and inexpensively as possible. To this end the County could, 

through force account work, utilize the services of its own Public Works 



7. 02 Implementation of Clean-up (Continued) 

Depa_rtment. Based on past experience at the County's Camp Hollis, the Bristol 

Hi ll Landfill (County constructed), the County Industrial Park in the Town of 

Scriba and other projects, the Public Works forces have displayed proficiency 

at building demolition, site clearing, grading and installation of fencing. 

The County Public Works Department has its own fleet of haul trucks, 

excavators, bulldozers, grade alls, front end loaders and a crane. This type 

of equipment is adequate for completing grading work at the site and may be 

adequate ~or demolition. 

There are, however, some points to be considered if this work is to be 

totally accomplished by the Public Works Department. First is the limited 

amount of experience in building demolition. The work accomplished at Camp 

Hollis consisted of raising a wooden frame structure. This is significantly 

different from raising multistory reinforced concrete frame buildings. Many 

private companies specialize in this type of demolition using either conven

tional or explosive demolition methods. 

The demolition contractors contacted by this firm are specialists in 

t heir field and could accomplish the work in a relatively short amount of 

time. Although the buildings on site would probably be raised by conventional 

methods, there are certain instances where the use of explosives are more 

practical or even required . New York State has specific requirements re

garding the handling and use of explosives. State licences and local permi t s 

are required which a contractor who is experienced in explosives would either 

normally carry or at least be extremely familiar with the acquisition process. 

A second consideration is the amount of time available to accomplish this 

work . Snow plowing, highway and building maintenance and other work will most 

likely not allow the work force to devote full time to this project. As the 



7.02 Implementation of Clean-up (Continued) 

length of time to complete the work increases so too do salaries and the cost 

of materials. Changes in supervisory and work force personnel may also occur 

making it less economical for the County to engage its own forces. 

Based on conversat i ons with the Public Works Department and in our own 

judgement we feel that the demolition work of this project is beyond the 

expected capabilities of County forces. However, burial of debris, site fill, 

si te grading and fencing installation appears to be well within their capa

b i lities. 

Removal and disposal of the containerized material in the structures, the 

asbestos material and the hundreds of barrels at the western edge of the site 

should, for safety and health reasons, be handled by a professional company. 

They will have not only the expertise in handling the material, they will also 

have a ready disposal location - which the county does not currently have. 

Specialized types of transporting containers and special types of clothing for 

the workers handling the material may be required making the use of a private 

contractor almost imperative. 

The County, after reviewing the costs involved, may conclude that the 

most economical arrangement for cleanup of the site may be a joint effort by 

private and County work forces. The more specialized work of containerized 

waste removal and structure demolition could be handled by private contract 

while the less specialized and more familiar task of debris burial, site grad

ing and fence erection could be accomplished by the County work force. Cost 

estimates for contracted services are presented in Section 8 of this report. 

See Figure 7 for new fencing limits. 



7.03 Salvageable Items 

Our building inventory revealed no major pieces of machinery or any other 

equipment that we felt was of any substantial value. As discussed previously, 

vi rtually all plumbing, wiring and electrical systems, heating and ventilating 

equipment and any pre-fabricated buildings have already been salvaged by pre

vious contractors. Even the elevator cables have been removed. Possibly the 

coal bunkers or the cast iron hearths for the furnaces may have some salvage

able value. The conclusion appears to be that if there is any equipment on 

si te that does have some salvageable value, it should be left to the discre

t i on of the contractor to salvage at his own profit. Otherwise the County 

should not anticipate any revenue from salvageable goods. 



SECTION 8 - COST ESTIMATES 

8.01 General 

This section of the report deals with presenting budget cost estimates 

for various activities at the site. Included are quoted or estimated costs 

for removal of containerized waste materials, security fencing, building demo

lition, building renovation, debris burial, grading, seeding and the construc

tion of an overflow weir at the pond outlet. In addition, estimated costs are 

also presented for some utility installation should the site be developed for 

future occupancy. 

Three options for future building use have been costed out. They are: 

Multipurpose Use: Open Offices, Open Storage, Light Manufacturing 

Apartment/Condominium 

Elderly/Handicap/Health Care Facility 

The costs presented below are based on an Engineering News Record (ENR) 

Index of 4,132, March 1984. Since final design of any of the activities 

costed below has not yet been accomplished, these figures should be used as a 

guide in comparing various options and not as final construction cost 

estimates. Costs that have been quoted to us and used in these estimates may 

increase or decrease due to further investigation and the time lapse prior to 

the County initiating action. 

8.02 Waste Removal 

As mentioned previously, there exists an unconfirmed amount of chemical 

waste materials both inside the buildings and buried in the dump area. No 

demolition or further development of the property can proceed until the build

ing material is removed and properly disposed of. The Oswego County Health 

Department has received a preliminary cost proposal from SCA Chemical Services 

for approximately $36,000.00 (revised per discussions with SCA, see Appendix 



8.02 Waste Removal (Continued) 

11 C11
) for removal and disposal of all containers and bagged wastes left in the 

structures. This figure does not include removal of 300-400 barrels at the 

western pond or the burried barrels in the on-site landfill; nor does it 

include removal of any asbestos material from the property. During this 

firm's earlier conversations with SCA Services, they indicated that this was a 

rough calculation and could possibly be less, depending on the chemicals 

actually encountered. Following a subsequent site tour, this figure was 

raised substantially, but now includes removal of the visable and burried 

barrels at the western pond and landfill, respectively. The cost range given, 

in order of magnitude, was $300-500,000 to remove all wastes from the site. 

This order of magnitude cost is based on not knowing the quantity or the 

limits of the burried barrels in the landfill. This aspect of cleanup 

requires more investigation. SCA is currently developing a fee proposal to 

perform this investigation which should be received in the near future. 

8.03 Demolition 

This firm contacted a large international demolition firm as well as a 

regional demolition contractor who specializes in heavy industrial building 

demolition. We requested from both a cost estimate and a scope of work which 

fo 11 ows. 

A) All costs associated with the removal and disposal of any asbestos 

materials or toxic wastes existing on the site is not included in 

the cost of demolition. It is assumed that demolition and debris 

removal operations will take place after any hazardous materials 

have been removed. 

B) Salvage of building materials would not be performed and is not 

taken into account in the estimate. 



8. 03 Demolition (Continued) 

C) Footings, foundations and ground slabs of structures to be demol

ished would be removed to at least 2 feet below adjacent existing 

grade and backfilled with soil obtained from on-site. Basement 

slabs will be broken to permit drainage and basement areas back

filled to 2 feet below grade with II se l ect 11 debris and capped to 

grade with on-site soil. 

D) Exposing, breaking open and backfilling of buried tunnels and pipes 

is not included. 

E) Demolition and debris removal would be performed by an experienced 

contractor using conventional methods and equipment . . The use of 

explosives would only be required to bring down the brick chimney. 

F) All debris generated from the demolition/cleanup operations would be 

dumped at an on-site location designated by the County. Soil re

quired for backfilling operations will be borrowed from the dump 

site and be replaced by debris. 

G) The Contractor shall have unlimited access to the site and work in a 

continuous manner five (5) days per week during daylight hours only. 

H) The demolition and borrow site will be left in a roughly graded 

condition. Final grading and seeding are assumed to be by others. 

In consideration of the above assumptions and the contractors involved, 

the estimate for demolition and debris removal by private contract are as 

follows: 

1. Complete demolition of Buildings No. 8, 11, 12, 30, 31 and 32 and 

all remaining miscellaneous structures including concrete tanks, 

footings, foundations and ground .slabs. 

Cost Estimate - $455,000 to $510,000 

Time Frame - Approximately 6 months 



8.03 Demolition (Continued) 

2. Demolition of all structures with the exception of Building No. 11. 

Cost Estimate - $420,000 

Time Frame - Approximately 6 months 

3. Demolition of all miscellaneous structures except Buildings No. 11, 

12, 30-32. 

Cost Estimate - $320,000 

Time Frame - 3 to 6 months 

Although no firm figure can be generated at this time, we have estimated 

that the County could reduce these costs by approximately $19,000-23,000 if 

the debris burial and rough grading were to be accomplished by force account 

labor. The cost differential is based solely on labor rates as gas, equipment 

and other supplies would essentially be the same for municipal or private 

efforts. 

These demolition figures are somewhat higher than a previous estimate of 

$300,000.00 received by the County in November, 1982. This cost estimate, 

based on the attached letter (Appendix 11 D11
), speaks of approximately 300,000 

square feet of building area as stated on a real estate sign. With no scope 

of work attached, it is difficult to assess specifically what was to be done 

for the $300,000.00, nor does the letter refer to any site reconnaissance 

prior to providing the quote. Even escallated by inflation to todays costs, 

this cost estimate seems low. 

8.04 Rehabilitation of Existing Buildings 

Rehabilitation of the existing factory buildings that are believed to be 

in satisfactory structural condition would involve costly repairs and retro

fitting in order to reuse the st~ucture(s). The following buildings and their 



8. 04 Rehabilitation of Existing Buildings (Continued) 

respective square foot areas will be used to develop budget figures for the 

three options listed in 8.01. Because of the uniqueness of having a timber 

frame, Building No. 31 is in all three options costed separately due to 

assumed steel framing replacement (See Figure 7). 

Building No. 

11 
12 
30 
31 
32 

. Total 

MULTIPURPOSE .USE 

Gross Area 
Square Feet 

38,950 
6,000 

22,000 
35,000 
16,000 

117,950 

Multipurpose use involves renovation of the buildings for open offices, 

open storage or light manufacturing areas. The scope of work gives attention 

to doors, windows, roofs, stairs, painted surfaces and basic utilities. A 

completely new structural frame is recommended for Building 31. 

Square Footage Costs 

Building No. 11, 12, 30 & 32 Building No. 

Removals $ 6.00 $10. 00 
General Work 12.00 38.00 
Electrical 7.00 7.00 
Plumbing 3.00 3.00 
HVAC 2.00 2.00 
15% Contingency 4. 50 10.00 

Total S.F. Cost $34.50 $70.00 

Summary of Costs - Multipurpose Use 

Building No. 

11 
12 
30 
31 
32 

Grand Total 

Estimated Cost 

$1,344,000.00 
207,000.00 
759,000.00 

2,450,000.00 
552,000.00 

$5,312,000.00 

31 



8.04 Rehabilitation of Existing Buildings (Continued) 

APARTMENT/CONDOMINIUM HOUSING 

Renovation of the buildings for deluxe apartment use or condominiums 

would entail even more extensive work to make them desirable and meet code 

requirements. Special attention to interior finishes, insulation, windows, 

doors, and mechanical equipment is needed. 

Removals 
General/Structural 
Specialties 
El ectrical 
Plumbing 
HVAC 
15% Contingency 

Total S.F. Cost 

Square Footage Costs 

Building No. 11, 12, 30 & 32 

$ 6.00 
30.50 
3.50 

10.00 
4.00 
6.00 

10.00 

$70.00 

Building No. 31 

$ 10. 00 
56.50 
3.50 

10. 00 
4.00 
6.00 

13.50 

$103.50 

Summary of Costs - Apartments 

Building No. 

11 
12 
30 
31 
32 

Grand Total 

Estimated Cost 

$2,726,500.00 
420,000.00 

3,622,500.00 
1,540,000.00 
1,120,000.00 

$9,429,000.00 



8.04 Rehabilitation of Existing Buildings (Continued) 

RENT SUBSIDIZED APARTMENT HOUSING 

Renovation of the buildings for rent subsidized apartment housing use 

would entail somewhat less extensive work than condominium housing to make 

them desirable and meet code requirements. Special attention to interior 

finishes, insulation, windows, doors, and mechanical equipment is needed. 

Sguare Footage Costs 

Building No. 11, 12, 30 & 32 Building No. 31 

Removals $ 6.00 $10. 00 
General/Structural 28.00 53.00 
Specialties 2.00 2.00 
Electrical 7.00 7.00 
Plumbing 4.00 4.00 
HVAC 4.00 4.00 
15% Contingency_ 6.75 10.00 

Total S.F. Cost $51. 75 $80.00 

Summary of Costs - Rent Subsidized Apartment Housing 

Building No. Estimated Cost 

11 $ 2,015,700.00 
12 310,500.00 
30 1,138,500.00 
31 2,800,000.00 
32 828,000.00 

Grand Total $ 7,092,700.00 



8.04 Rehabilitation of Existing Buildings (Continued) 

ELDERLY/HANDICAPPED/HEALTH CARE FACILITY 

Housing for the elderly, handicapped, or various nursing care levels 

demands renovation of the buildings for special uses, with specific attention 

focused on layout, stairs, elevators, air circulation, plumbing and building 

specialties. Also included would be new doors, windows, finishes, roofing, 

mechanical, electrical and some structural work. 

Square Footage Costs 

Building No. 11, 12, 30 & 32 

Removals 
General/Structural 
Specialties 
Electrical 
Pl umb.:ing 
HVAC 
15% Contingency 

Total S.F. Cost 

$ 6.00 
37.50 
4.50 

10.00 
6.00 
6.00 

10.50 

$80.50 

Building No. 31 

$ 10. 00 
63.50 
4.50 

10.00 
6.00 
6.00 

15.00 

$115. 00 

Summary of Costs - Elderly/Handicapped/Health Care Facility 

Building No. 

11 
12 
30 
31 
32 

Grand Total 

Estimated Cost 

$ 3,135,000.00 
483,000.00 

1,771,000.00 
4,025,000.00 
1,288,000.00 

$10,702,000.00 



8.04 Rehabilitation of Existing Buildings (Continued) 

Summary of Renovation Costs 

Building 11 

Multipurpose 

Apartments/Condominiums 

Rent Subsidized Apartment Housing 

Elderly/Handicapped/Health Care Facility 

Buildings 11, 12, 30, 31, 32 

Multipurpose 

Apartment/Condominiums 

Rent Subsidized Apartment Housing 

Elderly/Handicapped/Health Care Facility 

$ 1,345,000.00 

$ 2,730,000.00 

$ 2,020,000.00 

$ 3,135,000.00 

$ 5,315,000.00 

$ 9,430,000.00 

$ 7,095,000.00 

$10,705,000.00 



8.05 Site Work 

Regardless of whether the existing structures are to be demolished, reno

vated or even left abandoned, the site is currently a liability to the commu 

nity of Minetto. A new 8 foot high chain link fence should be installed 

around the perimeter of the building complex . It is estimated that approxi

mately 2,700 lineal feet of installed fencing would cost $25,000 by private 

contract. Should the County elect to use force account labor, it is estimated 

that a savings of approximately $1,000 could be realized. 

Finish grading and seeding of the demolished buildings on the site and 

the disturbed borrow area is roughly estimated to be 10 to 12 acres. 

Fine Grading $40,700 

Seeding & Mulching - $21,500 

New sanitary sewers connecting the renovated buildings to the municipal 

system will be required by the Town's sewer use ordinance. Since the devel

oped portion of the site is close to the existing collection system, rela

tively short lengths of gravity piping will be assumed. 800 lineal feet of 

8- i nch diameter pipe installed with appurtenances would cost an estimated 

$24,000.00. 

Since all of the old water lines into the Property have been cut and 

capped, new water services would have to be provided for all the buildings. A 

1,000-foot loop of 6-inch diameter water main with building connections and 

mu l tiple fire hydrants is estimated to cost $33,000. 

Utilities such as electrical services, gas and telephone are not calcu

lated in these estimates, though some of the cost would probably be absorbed 

in the building renovation prices. 



8.05 Site Work (Continued) 

Paving and parking area requirements vary with the proposed use of the 

site as follows (See Figure 7): 

Office Complex 

400 parking spaces: 120,000 S.F.@ 3 inches thick= 2,250 tons@ $35 per 

ton, say $78,750. 

Apartments 

200 parking spaces: 60,000 S.F. @ 3 inches= 1,150 tons@ $35 per ton, 

say $39,375. 

Elderly/Handicapped/Health Care Facility 

150 parking spaces: 45,000 S.F. @ 3 inches= 845 tons@ $35 per ton, say 

$29,575. 

All these options would require the construction of a new entrance road 

int o the site. It is assumed to be 300 feet long, 12 feet wide and 5 inches 

thick, which equals 110 tons of plant mix. Using a figure of $45 per ton, the 

construction cost is approximately $5,000. 



8.06 Cost Summary 

Multipurpose Use 

Complete Demolition Building 11 Building 11, 12, 30-32 

$ 25,000 Fencing $ 25,000 $ 25,000 
500,000 Waste Removal 500,000 500,000 
500,000 Demolition 430,000 320,000 
40,700 Fine Grading 40,700 40,700 
21,500 Seeding 21,500 21,500 

Building Renovation 1,344,000 5,315,000 
Sewer 24,000 24,000 
Water 33,000 33,000 
Parking 26,950 78,800 
Entrance Road 5,000 5,000 

$1,087,200 A 

Apartments/Condominiums 

$2,450,150 B $6,363,000 C 

Rent Subsidized 
Apartment Housing 

Buildings 
Building 11 11, 12, 30-32 Building 11 

$ 25,000 $ 25,000 fencing $ 25,000 

500,000 500,000 Waste Removal 500,000 

430,000 320,000 Demolition 430,000 

40,700 40,700 Fine Grading 40,700 

21,500 21,500 Seeding 21,500 

2,727,000 9,430,000 Bldg. Renovation 2,016,000 

24,000 24,000 Sewer 24,000 

33,000 33,000 Water 33,000 

39,400 80,000 Parking 80,000 

5,000 5,000 Entrance Road 5,000 

$3,845,600 B $10,479,200 C $3,175,200 B 

Note: A Deduct $23,000 for use of County work force 

B Deduct $20,000 for use of County work force 

C Deduct $19,000 for use of County work force 

Buildings 
11, 12, 30-32 

$ 25,000 
500,000 

320,000 

40,700 
21,500 

7,095,000 

24,000 

33,000 
39,400 

5,000 

$10,817,800 C 



8.06 Cost Summary (Continued) 

Elderly/Handicapped/ 
Health Care Facility 

Buildings 
Building 11 11, 12, 30-32 

$ 25,000 $ 25,000 
500,000 500,000 
430,000 320,000 
40,700 40,700 
21,500 21,500 

3,135,000 10,705,000 
24,000 24,000 
33,000 33,000 
13,475 29,600 
5,000 5,000 

$4,227,675 B $11,703,800 C 

Fencing 
Waste Removal 
Demolition . 
Fine Grading 
Seeding 
Building Renovation 
Sewer 
Water 
Parking 
Entrance Road 

Note: A Deduct $23,000 for use of County work force 

B Deduct $20,000 for use of County work force 

C Deduct $19,000 for use of County work force 

The building renovation costs presented on the preceding pages would 

indicate that rehabilitation costs are generally higher when compared to new 

construction costs. For comparative purposes, below are listed costs on a per 

square foot basis for rehabilitation at Minetto and new construction for the 

same intended use. The new construction cost figures were obtained from the 

1984 edition of Means Construction Cost Data. These costs were adjusted for 

State locality and are equal to those presented for the Binghamton area. 



8.06 Cost Summary (Continued) 

Building Use 

Warehouse 
Medium Rise Offices 
Factory 

Apartments/Condominiums 

Rent Subsidized Apartment Housing 

Elderly/Handicapped/Health 
Care Facility 

Renovation Cost 
Minetto 

$34.50 

70.00 

51. 75 

80.50 

Cost Per 
Square Foot 

New Construction 
Means 

$22.60 
51.80 
31.30 

43.50 

51.00 

49.50 

As can be seen, excepting the construction of office space, all other new 

construction is less than rehabilitation work. Assuming new construction for 

the same building areas as is presented on previous pages, the following table 

will compare the two costs. 

Building Use 

Multipurpose 
-Warehouse 
-Office 
-Factory 

Apartments/ 
Condominiums 

Rent Subsidized 

Renovation 
Building 11 

$1,344,000 

2,726,500 

Apartment Housing 2,015,700 

Elderly/Handi-
capped/Health 
Care Facility 3,135,000 

New 
Construction 

$ 880,300 
2,017,600 
1,219,200 

1,694,300 

1,986,500 

1,928,000 

Renovation 
Buildings 11, New 
12, 30-32 Construction 

$ 5,312,000 
$2,665,700 
6,109,800 
3,691,800 

9,429,000 5,130,800 

6,104,000 6,015,500 

10,702,000 5,838,500 

Presuming that new construction would occur only after the site is com

pletely demolished, a cost of $1,087,200 should be added to each of the new 

construction costs to account for fencing, waste removal, demolition, fine 
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New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 

Region 7, Environmental Quality Office 
·74a1 Henry Clay Boulevard 
Liverpool, NY 13088 

December 14, 1981 

Mr. Ri.chard Champney 
Columin Deve-lopment- Corporation 
Rome Road 
Pulaaki, NY 13142 

Robert F. Flacke 
Commissioner 

Re: Chemicals Remaining at the Former Columbia Mills Property, Minetto, NY 

On December 11, 1981, I visited t:he subject site with Mr. Robe-rt Lyng and saw 
pproximately 60 barrels and 100 bags of material. 

s I discussed with Mr. Lyng, Columin must decide what materials they will 
ake responsibility for and what material will be considered as waste left 
y Columbia Mills. Columin •should then inform Columbia Mills of the wastes 
~ft behind and request their removal and proper. disposal. 

• . •' ' 
~stes removed and disposed of by Columin Development Corporation nust be first 
entified asbeing either hazardoua or non-hazardous by Columin and a disposal 

pcation identified. Liquids cannot go to landfills. All transport of wastes 
st be doha by licang~d haulers ( copy of permit application attached). I have 

l ao attached guidance on asbesto1 handling and removal. 

ease inform "me in writing within the next month the status of the disposition 
the subject materials. 

you have any questions, please contact me at 315 ::fl::13 8~ 

4.is-1-4-~ ! 

ry truly yours, . . ~ -. n 
:::<".~al~agY;.•;., ·; c 
~ing Regional Solid Wasie Engineer 

Mr. Walsh 
Mr. Brickwedde 
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Regjo~Z, -,E~ironme.ntal .Quali ty_Of£ice - - - . .... . 
7431,: l-{ef}rl7 C,ay Boulevard, Liverpool, :~ew York -13083 -

(1 15) -428,-4484". , . 
·- - • • . !-.. - - ~ 

March 11 , 1982 

r-lr. Richard Champney 
Col ur.ii n • L'eve l opinen t Corp. 
f~ome Road 
Pul aski, New York 13142 

Re: Chemicals Remaining at the Forn-ier 
Col umbia-. i1i11s Property ~ Minetto,._ H.:Y. 

-
Dear Mr. Ch&«pney: 

.. 
; 
\ 

( 
\ 

Since my letter of December 14. 1981, I have not heard from you regardi ng disposi t ion 
of t he subject materials. Has Columbia Mills been contacted? Have t he subj ect 
materials been sold for salvage or permanently disposed of and ,there? 

If I do not hear from you in \1ritin~ within t wo weeks, I Ni 11 assume the subject 
materials are wastes and stored witho1Jt a permit. Jktion will then be taken t o 
convene -a. •.b~(rr::in g raqardinq unpemittad storaqe of industrial wastes. 

If you have any questions, µl ease contact me at (315) 428-4484 . 

Very truly yo!Jrs, 

Charles J. Granagh, P.E. 
Reg ional Soli d Haste Engineer 

cc: '.·ir. Gross 
Nr . . Wal sh 
Hr .. Goddard 

CJB/ch 

._1_ 

:-::· .. -
_,. ;: . -~.,;-.,..:... .~. 

.. ' .. ,-, 
• I , .:_. '.__. ) 
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OSWEGO COUNTY PUBLIC HEAL TH DEPARTMENT (315) 349-3260 

70 BUNNER STREET • OSWEGO, NEW YORK 13126 

RUPERT J . COLLINS 

COMMISSIONER 

TO: COMMISSIONER COLLINS 

FROM: EVAN WALSH f! w 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE: AUGUST 18, 1982 

SUBJECT: COLUMBIA MILLS VISIT 

At 10:00 AM, I met Mr. Kevin Hanifin at the site of the old 
Columbia Mills plant inthe Town of Minetto. At the site, I also 
met Mr. Robert Lyng who has been involved with demolition work a t 
the site. 

Mr. Lyng showed us through the interior of two old rnillwork _ 
structures which contain barrels, drums, and bags of materials which 
were suppos edly left behind by Columbia Mills when it evacuated the 
premises (The Dept. of Environmental Conservation knew of these 
materials in 1981 ). There are approximately 100-120 metal, plastic, 
or pasteboard containers (approx. 85/55 gal. drums and approx~ 35 smaller 
containers) and approx. 600-800/50 lb. bags in the two buildings. The 
containers range from empty to full while 90% of the bags are intact. 
A list of identifiable markings on some of the containers and bags is 
attached, however, it should not be assumed that these markings give 
a 1..90 % accurate I.D. of the chemical nature of the abandoned material. 

Since this office has copies of reports indicating that an abandoned 
landfill exists somewhere at the site, I asked both Mr. Hanifin and 
Mr. Lyng if they knew of the location. I was directed to follow an old 
railroad spur which eventually paralleled (east-west) the abandoned land
fill at a point west of the fenced in protion of the Mill site. I found 

• numerous o ld barrels along this spur back to the main railroad bed. The 
largest single pile of barrels totalled approximately 100-150. There 
was evidence that barrels had been buried. It is impossible at this time 
to give even a · rough estimate of the number of barrels at this landfill, 
however, I can state that the barrels I did see were very old and empty. 

cc: Kevin Hanafin, DEC 
V. Hyde 
FILE 

EDW/dak 
8-19-8 2. 



New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
7481 Henry Clay Boulevard, Live~pool, NY 13088-3595 
Region 7, Environmental Quality 
( 315) 428-4484 

Oct ober 13, 1982 

Hr. Reuel Todd 
Supervisor 
Town of Minetto 
Minetto Town Hall 
Box D 
Minetto, NY 13126 

( ( 

Re: Sampling at the Columbia Mills.:. Site in Minetto on September- 7, 1982 

Dear Mr .. Todd: 

Robert F. Flacke 
Commissioner 

The results of the subject sampling are attached and do not show any significant 
environmental problem at the Columbia Mills Site. 

Most of the sa"l)le pararreters were below detectable concentration limits as shown 
by tt:e notation "LT" in the right-hand column of tt-e sample report. PCB Arcclor 1016/1242 
was positive in the three marsh sediment samples but at levels that '\IIOUld not be 
considered an environmental problem at the site. 

We have requested State Superfund monies to continue investigations at this site in the 
future when these funds becone available. 

If you-have any further questions· on these sample results,. please let me know .. 

CHARLES J. BRANAGH 
Senior Sanitary Engineer 

CJB/ls 
cc: Mr. lackey 

Hr. Gross 
Mr. Brickwedde 
Mr. Goddard 
Mr. Walsh 



1 a1· Nf-1" YoRr STATE DEP :. RTl-1E~JT OF( 1EAL rt 
OI\_ .SION ,, f LABORATORIES ~Mi) _.SEAR . 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH CENTER 
FINAL REPORT FINAL REPORT 

RESULTS OF EXAMINATION 
(PAGE 1 OF t-) 

8 ACCESSION NO: 22012 YR/HO/DAy/HR SAMPLE REC'D: 82/09/09/08 

~PORTING LAB: 17 EHC ALBANY 
OGRAM; oSo SOLID WASTES 

r ATION (SOURCE) NQ: 
AINAGE BASIN; NY GAZETTEER NO: 3760 COUNTY: OS WEGO 

)ORDINATES; - DEG t "t4, . DEG "W 
MMO N NAME ~NCL SUBWtSHED: MINETTO 

ACT SAMPLING POINT: SITENO S POND ON NO SIDE OF RAILROAD TRACKS 
' PE Op SAMPLE: 21 SURFACE WATER 
/DAY/HR OF SAMPLING; FROM oo/OO TO 09/07/11 
PORT SENT TO: ca (1) RO (1) LPHE (1) LHO (0) FED (0) CHEM (1) 

1109 

• 1209 

0309 

4Q09 

9209 

1009 

Ql09 

TRICHLOROETHYLENE 

TETRACHLOROETHYLENE 

META XYLENE 

PARA XYLENE 

ORTHO XYLENE 

Be:NZENE 

TOLUENE 

ETHYLBENZENE 

CHLOR08ENZENE 

i;2-DICHLOROBENZENE 

1;4.DICHLOROBENZENE 

1~3•DICHLOROBE NZENE 

N.Y.S, ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION DEPT. 
REGION 7; ENVIRONHENTAL QUALITY OFFICE 
7~81 HENRY CLAY BOULEVARD 

UNIT 

MCG/L 

MCG/L 

MCG/L 

• HCGIL 

MCG/l 

HCG/L 

MCG/L 

MCG/L 

HCG/L 

MCG/L 

MCG/L 

HCG/L 

RESULT 

1 • 

1 • 

1 • 

1 ' 

1 • 

1. 

NOTATION 

LT 

LT 

LT 

LT 

LT 

LT 

LT 

LT 

LT 

LT 

LT 

LT 

LIVERPOOL, N,V~ 13088 . SU8MITTE0 BY: HANIFIN 

• ... • •• • - . • • - • • • • • - - - . - - • - - • . - - - - - - - - - • ,, . - · - - • - · - • .s: 
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~Y-'" YoRr STATE DEPART~ENT oF.('EAL T~ 
D l\. . S I O ""- ..1 F LABOR A TUR I E S A ND . _ SE AR~ .. 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH CENTER 
• FINAL REPORT FINAL REPORT 

RESULTS OF EXAMINATION 
(PAGE 1 OF i-) 

~B ACCESSION NO: 22011 ~R/MO/DAy/HR SAMPLE REC'D: 82lOq/09/Q8 

PORTING L~s: 17 EHC ALBANY 
~OG~AM: 05~ SOLID ~ASTES 
~ATICN (SOURCE) NQ: 
~AINAGE 8AsiN: NY ~AZETTEER ~o: 3766 COUNTY: OSWEGO 
)ORDINATES: · DEG · I i,N, · DEG I "'rl 
)~MON NAME INCL SuBW 1 SHED: MINETTO 

KACT SAMPLING POINT: SITE NO 4 POND ON SO SIDE OF RAILROAD TRACKS 
~?E OF SAMPLE: 21 SURFACE WATER 
l /D~Y/HR Of SA~PLING: FROM 00/00 TO Oq/07/11 
EPORT SENT ro: co (1) RO (1) LPHE Ctr LHO to) FED CO) CHEM (1) 

tt 09 

1209 

·0309 

04Q9 

1409 

9209 

1009 

0909 

4109 

4209 

9709 

2000 

TRICHLOROETHYLENE 

TETRACHLOROETHYLENE 

. HETA XYLENE 

PARA XYLENE 

ORTHO XYLENE 

BENZENE 

TOLUENE 

ETHYLBENZENE 

CHLOROBENZENE 

1; 2•DICHLOROBENzEifE 

1~4-DICHLbROBEN~ENE 

1~3-DICHLOROBENZENE 

VOL.SAMP,REC'D W/BUBBLES. 

N,Y,~~ tN~}RONMENTAL CONS~R~~TION D~Pt~ 
~EGION .7, EN~IRONM~NTAL G0ALITY O~FitE 
7Q81 HE~ijy CbAY BOULEVAhD 
LIVERPOOL, N.Y. 13088 . 

UNIT 

HCG/L 

MCG/L 

HCG/L 

MCG/L 

MCG/L 

MCG/L 

MCG/L 

t-4CG/L 

MCG/L 

MCG/l,; 

MCG/L 

MCG/L 

RESULT 

1 • 

1 , 

1 , 

NOTATIO N 

LT 

LT 

LT 

LT 

LT 

LT 

LT 

LT 

LT 

LT 

LT 

LT 

so 
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C 

C 
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C 
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¥ ,u At~ u ~A~ M NT Urr~ ALTjr 
D\_ LSIO . ~f LA80RATORIES ~NO\. .:SEARl- .1 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH CENTER 
~AL REPORT - • f I NAL. REPORT FINAL REPORT 

RESULTS OF EXAMINATION 
·cPAGE 1 OF . \.) 

3 ACCESSION N~: ·22010 YR/M9/DAXIHR "SA~?LE REc•o: 82/09/09/08 

>QRTI ~G LAB: 17 EHC ALBANY 
)GRAM: bSO so~ID WASTES • 
TION (SOURCE) NO: 
INAGE BASIN:- NY GAZETTEER NO: 3700 COUNTY: OS~EGO 

ORDINATES: DEG , - "N~ DEG . t "W 
MON NAME . INCL SUBW'SHEDa . MINETTO . . .. . . 

CT SAMPLING POINT: SITE NO 3 E SIDE OF MARSHY AREA 
E OF SA~PLE: - 61 NAT. OR POLL. SEOIMENT 

~OAYIHR 0~ SAMPLING: FROM - Oci/00 - TO 09/07/11 
>O RT SENT -TO:-co (1~ RO (~) LpriE ~1~ LHO ~o~ FED CO) ~HE~ (~) 

PARAMETER UNIT RESULT 

003 P,c.e., AROCLOR 10lb/12q2 HCG/G -

103 ~.~.s., AROCLOR 1254 MCG/G 

NOTATIO N 

LT 

803 ~.c.~., AROCLOR 1221 "iCG/G 0~001 LT 

loo3 ~.c~~.,ARO~L9R 1200 

----· 

~ PRI~TED:10/01/82 

N.Y.S. E~VIRONHENTAL CONSERVATION DEPT, 
REGION 7, EtlVIRONMENTAL -QUAL,ITY OFFICE 
7481 HENHV CLAY a0ULEVAR0 .. •• •• 
LIVERPOOL, ~,V, 1~0~8 -

t~CG/G LT 

SUBHITTEO 9YS HANIFIN 
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~W YOo/ STATE DEPART HENT Ofr~EA~Tc 
D \_ ~ S I O ,\.__ ~ F L ~ 8 0 R ~ TO R I E 3 AND \ .;; 3 EAR .. 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTrl CENTER 
REPORT FINAL REPORT F~tl~ L REPORT 

RESULTS OF EXA~INATION 
- ·cPAGE 1 OF '. l-) 

LAB ACCESSION N~: 22009 YR/M~/DAY/HR SAHPLE REC'D: 82/09/0?/08 

REPORTI NG LAB: 17 EHC ALBA NY 
ROGRAH; b50 SOLID WASTES 

STATION (SOURCE) NO: -
DRi\INAGE . B4SI ~u - NY GAZETTEER NO: 3760 COUNTY: os~EGO 

OORDINATES: DEG , - "N,. · oEG • "i't 
OMMO N NAHE . Hie~ SUB\i+~ SHED: . H~NET _TO 

XACT SAMPLING POINT: SITE NO 2 MIDDLE OF H~R~Hy AREA 
YPE OF . SAHPLE: - 61 NAT • • OR POLL •. aE~IMENT 
0/DAY/HR OF SA~PLING: FROM,- 0·0/00 - TO 09/07/11 
EPORT SENT "TO:-co (1~ RO Ct) LpHE Cl) L~O 50~ FED ~o~ CHEM Cl) 

PARAMETER UNij RE.5UL.T 

P,C.E:S., AROCLOR 1016/1242 riCG/G -

~.c.e,, AROCLOR 1254 HCG/G 

NOTATION 

LT 

P,c.s., AROCLOR 1221 ;1CG/G 0,001 LT 

P,C~B,,AROCLOR 12b0 - ., . . 

----

TE PRINTED:10/01/82 

N. Y .S, E"l VIRONME.NtAL., C-ONSERVATION DEPT, 
R£G I :ON 7, ENV lRONME.NTAL- QIJAL..fT.Y OFF I .C.E. 
ir4.81 HE~iRY CLA'Y frOULEV.AR-0,- •• 
LIVERPOOL, ~.Y, 1~~!8-

MCG/G LT 

SUBMtTTEn 8.Y."J HANrFIN 
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059'2 r ',a/ YOr STATE DEPARTMENT OV'""" ' ➔ EAL "f 
0 . !SIC, JF LA30RATORIES AND\, C::SEARt:.r-1 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH C~NTER 
REPORT - • ~INA~ RE~O~T FINAL REPORT 

RESULTS OF EXAMINATION 
- ·c P AG~ 1 0 F t) 

LAS ACCESSION N~: 22008 YR/HO/DAY/HR SA~PLE REC'D: 82/09/09/08 

REPORTI~G LAB; 17 EHC ALBANY 
PROGRAM: bSO SOLID WASTES • 
STATIC~ (SOURCE) NO: • 

- . 

DRAINAGE BA~IN:· NY GAZETTEER NO; 3760 COUNTY: - OSWEGO 
COOR D I NATE S Z DEG 1 ••• 11 N , · - DEG t - • "'i'f 

CO~HON NAME INCL SUBW~SHED: -M~NET!O 

EXACT SA~PLING POINT: SITE 1 ~ SIDE OF MARSHY AREA 
TYPE OF SA~PLEz-61 NAT, · oR POLL. SEDIMENT 
MO/DAY/HR o, SAMPLING~ FROM-00/00 - TO 09/07/11 
REPORT SENT - TO:-co (1? R0 - (1) LpHE (1) LHO ~O? FED 

?ARM1ETER -

P.C.B., AROCl.OR 1016/1242 

~,C.B,., AROCLOR 12S4 

~.c.~ •• AROCLOR 1221 

P.c.s.,AROCL?R 1260 

TE PRINTED:lo/0l/82 

N.Y.s. ENVI~ONHENTAL CO NSERVATION DEPT, 
REGIJN 7, ENVIRONME~TAL QUALITY OFFICE 
7~81 HENRY CLAY BOULEVARD-

UNIT 

MCG/G 
-

~1CG/G 

HCG/G 

HCG/G 

~O? CHEH ( 1 ) 

RESUI.T . . 

0~01 

o.oo~ 

0.001 

0.001 

MOTATIO N 

' LT 

LT 

LT 

LIYERPOOL, ~,Y, 1~0!8 : SUBMITTED BY: HANIFIN 
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• - ·· · ( .• , ._,..,,..., .' ';" Cl · · •. ;·· .. ,:,,:- , -.;: ·•-~ ·-" .. ... ·:"·( .. . ';-_•··:: •,·••:....-:C ~ 
--- ~~~ --~ . -:·· ,·.: . ···~- . ,-:.:y ;..=- :.;-:.J-~ -4! ... •• -~~- . >: ~-~ ... -, :·'' ., ···:,:;!3,;~r.:~ 

,;·;:Mill ' Si tEi Tests::t 
• ':SiiOw]ijtithing•;j 
. :~~~· ; :~ ~·_' , ... h::···: • ,•.: ":'.~ ~~~~:;_:,:_;~/ C/.~ 0 0 :~ '. ft5·_-, 

.---~'.~ail and ~~(~t :9et 1J~~?Q .. ; .ir~t 

--::..1.: . .':}~~ · . . -• · :~,--:-:-/~( -." ~-:: ~);}i;J%'"¼~!~ ~ 
_ · .. . , .. . _ • By LIS~ T:1UCKEY .. ":~r¾~~1~~'3"\:,:; 

r-=- ~-: ."-MINETTO-"They:-0-o not show any s1gnif- -~ .._: 
l <J ~ant ~nvir!m~en;,".lP;i?~l_em~:~l;\~-~ ~,S~~~-;~'.; t{ l ·,,?la Mills site. -~~yr,·, .• '."~W7'.• :::•'.··: ··~ r~~~;i: 
i ;: ';~:::.'.-~:'fhey''. are the ~ .s~;~one ·o~~ampl~s of ,:'~ 

. ; ~_.s01l and water by ~~p'epartmentqf.Env1ron- :··,:ttf 
.',mental · Conserva tl~~}{l?,EC). ·~e samples .. ~; ,i,: ~ 
·.\vere taken more tha·n a: ·month ago from the .:- ,; : 
.. f<>mier,industrial s i tet j{::. •·: • :-;i(~ ;f • ' 0

• • ,;~~~:~~i ;+f{ 
-, .. , • Supervisor Reuel '.fo~d. received the gooo ·._·:'·,.. __ 
. news yesterday in aJ ~, ter from DEC Senior/dJ. 

;. Sanitarian Engineer C_harles Branagh. Bra~,.-,.~~,:: 
: .nagh is one of two DEC p_(ficials w~n took·the • : ~;:.~· 

... samples . . .. · - · • - .':,. .~ ~ •c·. ··'"'":,;,._, , . , • . ; -..,.;:,..,, ... ;.:..,~. 
. ,, ... Concerns of both residents and town offi-'\ ·,-~ 

:-cia.ls at to the possibility of hazardous ··:.; _'.· 
( wastes being stored on tne property, promp- .·/·; 

ted the sample taking 'and testing that fol- • 
• .. J owed. • • .. ; . . .:· :_.\,\~ ;,;· :_ • . , : :"" 
__ ,., .'"The results may influence the town board's · 

s .: • cieeisiorr'to-excrept br rej~c( the coun ty's offer 
.• . of the p·roperty for $1.•T~~;wianswered ques

tions.on the nature of the:was.te shave al ways 
•• been a factor in board.-discussions of what -~ 

move to make with the P1 operty. • . ... ..:..!;_ 
• · The letter said sonie•fcii-m of PCBs was ., t 

•• found in three marsh sam'p'Iti·s . but "at levels 
- that would not be considei--ed an environmen- -: · ~ ~ 

··-~· tal problem... • ·• • . . ;;;'~ ? .·:. • · •.: ' 
• .,; Branagh also wrote in °ihe 'letterthatSuper .·.:, 

·; ~--- :~. Fund . money· has been' '.~equested by the . ;;;'. 
·~DEC to,continueinvestigation - -.if needed. -,_.. ~ 

• =:Todd could not Imagine what further investi- • ·: .i :':'· 
• :.··gation would be needed.Y~ ~ , .. ... ~ .. . · · <, ..... ,;:-ii}, 
:-:'.'.'; t-:Therewas no mention i;~; letter~ 'ac cord- · ::-;~i 
. 'T,ing· to Todd, of future samples being taken ::.:~:: 
• . ."from buildings on site. ··.This.has also been a · •:';;( 
, :·.concern of the town -board 'arid residents.· · , , ,1, . ., - ·~:;.,.: 
:;j~~ft?/ · ·.• .·-:, S~va~-~ i t"~ - •. <···- •• .:':~·~\~'.. 
-~:~: .l "Tocid said last night that salvaging on the ·j { 
:;tsite has stoped completely71':Toe operation ,:\1}_ 

_ _/ was run m?st recently by Robert Lyng. tlie .. ~ 
-:-:,:_self-p_roclaimed owner ~e!;,~~,.9,~lum~ Co~: ,~ 

• .. . .,-.porat1on. . . . . ·~~ ?~·:-: -•·. . . . .. . ·-..,,,.S:J .. 
. :·f.•.Most_ of the razing • e~f pment fs ·gone: ·_-~f 
~.,according to Todd, who said Lyng had been · ~1' . 

• -_:-~'hinting" of leaving tor:some time. He did t 
~not notify any town officials.before his sud- :~•·, 
.:.·_den exiL ~ • ;· ---,~:.~ ~ ;.-_(!!';~ ,; .. ,. , .. ,,;;,~· 
· · •.· Todd said Lyng's departure wUl not affect ;::~ : 
' th!t bo~rd·~ decision_ on the cowity offer. ...;,·i~Z~ 

• ~~~---.. "~::-.:, ..... ~~~~:--· .• · :,;~~ j~':-fj~ _'. ..}t~: 
. .. ,. :.._ Deadline Extension Request .- ·- .J......,.,':')i.;. 

·· . '·Todd will go to the legislature's task com- ·','¢<· 
. mittee next Wednesday to ask tor another ~ 
• extension on the town's deadline to answer·· ~<-

~ ~ . . _ the county. The first request by the town for -.l~ 
-· -· - ·-~''an extension was Dec. 31. ; 'I'he)egislature ~ 

.. voted to give the town unti1Nov; 31, the cur- _- ~ • 
rent due date for an answer.- Todd would not • • -:,f 

say how much of an extension he will ask for : ~: • 
~next week.• After the task committee his / ' 
:re~_est goes.to _the full. legisl8'.ture. :~~-.;. . .. 

• · ~-- - ~!JI ~~ , .... .. ;c. ·- •• •. 
~~:~~: ;~-r~r:: . -~~ -~-: ;~~ . •,, r ~ v ~ ~ 

- - -- - ---L;;;;___,.;:;.,;;~~--,;,;.;.,,;;......,;,..;;.;..;._...;.,;;;:~~~~ 

--:~}ji;::i1 
..... \ 0:-'"':)~:' .... ~ t:,.-,_ 

-ii, 

. --1·.~:-; :-~·::-:,-;.o.._ 
. • _ •. ,~~- .;.7::'" · . 

·:.-./~:,;:
:~:-;/~~): 
,.:. ·-:~--\:~·? . 

·.- _ 

o·- -
~- : -:.: ·::_. ~- ; .;-•. !.~ : 

·- .... .. :._ .·· . .. __ .·: 
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PUBLICATION 

Inactive 

Ill\ 
Ctr d w 

Hazardous Waste Disposal Sites 
■ 

1n 

New York State 

Site List by Counties 
Clinton 
Essex 
Franklin 
Fulton 
Hamilton . 

. Saratoga 
Warren 
Washington 
Herkimer 

Jefferson 
Lewis 
Oneida 
St. Lawrence 
Broome 
Cayuga 
Chenanto 
Cortland 

Madison 
Onondaga 
Oswego 
Tioga 
Tompkins 
Chemung 
Genesee 
Livingston 

Volume2 
Monroe 
Ontario 
Orleans 
Schuyler 
Seneca 
Steuben 
Wayne 
Yates 

A Joint Report of the. New York State Departments of Environmental Conservation and lfemth , 

I 

York State/Department of Environmental Conservation· 



(4 -15-11 (10/83) 
- NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 

DIVISION OF SOLID ANO HAZARDOUS WASTE 
INACTIVE HAZARDOUS WASTE DISPOSAL SITE PEPORT 

PRIORI TY CODE: 4 SITE COQE: 738012 --------
t:At-'.E OF SITE: C:olur:i':lil'\ r.~;ns Cor.HJcnv REG ror1: 7 

STREET ADDRESS: Rt. t.g -------------------------
TOWN/CITY: Minetto COUNTY: Os\-1eao ------------- ------------
NAME OF CURRENT OWNER OF SITE: Town of ~inet~o ---------....a...---------.;__----------
AODRESS OF CURRENT OWNER OF SITE: Minetto NY ___ .....;_.....;...;.__ ___________ _ 
TYPE OF SITE: OPEN DUMP t:l STRUCTURE td LAGOOM tj 

LANDFILL t:J TREATMENT POMO tj 

ESTIMATED SIZE: ACRES ---

SITE DESCRIPTION: 

All waste which was in the back of the main plant in the wooden s~eds has 
been removed. ThP.re still is a small amount of waste in the plant itself which 
needs to be removed. 

IA7AROOUS WASTE DISPOSED: CONFIRMED t=:J SUSPECTED l:!:1 
-....-YPE ANO QUANTITY OF HAZARDOUS WASTES DISPOSED: 

TYPE QUANTITY (P98~~:·~R[~b~S} 
Vinyl materials 
Plasticized PVC oolvmer 
Nitro Cellulose 

PAGE 7-113 



TIME PERIOD SITE WAS USED FOR HAZAROOUS WASTE DISPOSALi 
______ O_e_ce_m_b_P.r __ , 19 ..IL TO t-4ay , 19 77 
OWtlER(S) DURING PERIOD OF USE: Cclumhia ~4 il1s ComD,mv 

SITE OPERATOR DURING PERIOD OF USE: Oewitt NY --~..;....;..;~~----------
AO ORES S OF SITE OPERATO~: --------------------
Ar: At YTIC/\L DATA AVAILABLE: AIR i=:j 

SOIL Q 
SURFACE '. .'ATE~ t:i 

SEDH~ENT t:l 
GROU~!O~·'ATER l::j 
NONE td 

CONTRAVENTION OF STANDARDS: GROUNDWATER d 
SURFACE t,/ATER d 

DRINKING HATER t::! 
AIR tj 

SOIL TYPE: ------------------------DEPTH TO GROUNDWATER TABLE: ------------------
LEGAL ACTION: TYPE: None ----------- STATE t=l FEDERAL t::l 

STATUS: IN PROGRESS t::J 
REMEDIAL ACTiml: PROPOSED t=J 

IN PROGRESS t::J 
NATURE OF ACTION: 

ASSESSMENT OF ENVIROMl,~ENTAL PROBLEMS: 

None Known 

ASSESSMENT OF HEALTH PROBLEMS: 

PERSON(S) COMPLETING THIS FORM: 
NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 
NAME K. Hanifin -------------
TITLE s1,1s -----------
NAME R.A. Olazaoasti -----------
TITLE HH~-1S -----------
DATE: 11/22/83 -----------

cor~PLETED t=t 
WlDER DESIGN D 

COMPLETED D 

NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

NAME 
TITLE 
NAME 
TITLE 

R. Tramontano 
Bur. Tox. Subst. Assess. ------------

------------DATE: __ 12-:./_8_3 _______ _ 

_PAGE 7 .. 114 



Inactive 

.ct. 
On< 
W' 

Hazardous Waste Disposal Sites 
■ 

1n 

New York State 

Annual Report 

A Joint Report of the New York State Departments of Environmental Conservation and Health 

December 1983 

'-ork State/Department of Environmental Conservation 
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For each site, it requires DEC to reassess, in cooperation wi th 
OOH, the relative priority of the need for action to remedy 
environmental and health threats. The priorities are to serve 
as the basis of a "State Inactive Hazardous Waste Remedial 
Plan", which must be prepared by DEC and submitted to a State 
Superfund Management Board created by the law. 

Five classifications for hazardous waste sites are specified in Chapter 
857, to be used by DEC in preparing the registry of inactive hazardous waste 
disposal sttes. DEC has concluded that this classification system should also 
be used in the prepar~tion of the Inactive Hazardous Waste Remedial Plan and 
this annual report. The classifications are: 

Classification 1 - causing or presenting an imminent danger of 
causing irreversible or irreparable damage to the public health or 
environment -- inmediate action required; 

Classification 2 - significant threat to the public health or 
environment -- action required; 

Classification 3 - does not present a significant threat to the 
pub~ic health or environment -- action may be deferred; 

Classification 4 - site properly closed -- requires continued 
management; 

Classification 5 - site properly closed, no evidence of present or 
potential adverse impact -- no further action required. 

Subclassification 2a has been added by DEC. This temporary classi 
fication has been assigned to sites for which there is inadequate data to assi gn 
them to the five classifications specified by the law. DEC has tentatively 
assigned each of the 895 sites to one of these classifications. 

3. Com rehensive Environmental Res onse Com ensation and Liabilit Act 
CERCLA or federal su erfund . CERCLA provides general authority for federal 

and state governments to respond directly to problems at uncontrolled hazardous 
waste disposal sites, and establishes a trust fund to pay the cost of this 
response at sites where responsible parties cannot be identified or are unabl e 
to pay. Unlike earlier legislation dealings with hazardous substance releases, 
CERCLA provides federal funds not only for emergency situations, but also for 
longer-term, permanent remedies. By establishing federal procedures for 
investigating, evaluating and cleaning up hazardous waste sites, CERCLA acts as 
an important force shaping the State inactive sites program and plan. 

The blueprint for the federal superfund program is the National 
Contingency Plan (NCP) which lays out three types of federal responses for 
incidents ~nvolving hazardous substances: 

Page 4 of 41 
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REGION VII 

i Class. 
Name Cit1 1 Town 1 Village Count1 IDf Code - HRS Page 

Armstrong Cork -Volney Oswego 738004 4 7-97 

Heers Compliant Scriba Oswego 638005 2a 7-99 

Tultk Gravel Pit Granby Oswego 738006 2a 7-101 

Power Line Site Parish Oswego 738007 5 7-103 

Orwe 11 Ladder Orwell Oswego 738008 5 7-105 

Lyboult Property Pulaski Oswego 738009 5 7-107 
'\ _:- '_ 

Irwin Property Oswego Oswego 738010 2 30.30 7-109 

Holbrook Property Parish Oswego 738011 2 7-111 

Columbia Mills Co. Minetto Oswego 738012 4 7-113 

Cole Zatser ·W111tamstown Oswego 738013 4 7-115 

Clothier Stte Granby Oswego 738014 3 7-117 

Alcan Sheet & Plate Co. Oswego Oswego 738015 2a 7-119 

Old Fulton City .Dump Volney Oswego 738015 2a 7-121 

Sealrtght Plant Yard Fulton Oswego 738017 2a 7-123 

Taylor Property Fulton Oswego 738018 2a 7-125 

Fulton 6th Ward Fulton Oswego 738019 2a 7-127 

Page C 35 of 61 
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SCA CHEMICAL SERVICES, INC. 
AN SC;\ S£ P.\' lC!::S COMPANY 

1550 Balmer Road 

odel City . New York 14107 

(716) 754-8231 • 

.-rr. Evan i·ia lsh 

( 

J swego County Health Department 
70 Bunner Street 
Jswego, N. Y. 

;ear Svan: 

13126 

( 

- ~ .. ; ,;,.,_,..\ 

~: ~ r:M i C;!t 

Harch 26, 1984 

Regarding the cleanup of the Columbia Mills plant in Hinetto, 
3CA Chemical Services is pleased to quote the following: 

Cost of removal and disposal of all drums and bagged wastes 
within the plant is , $39,258.20. This includes the disposi
tion of the three transformers located in Oswego and Pulaski . 

•• ; l 

Please note that this price does not include any remedial work at 
he landfill. 

I do hope that this -proposal meets favorably with your approval. 
f you require further breakdown on itemized costs, please advise. 

Thank you for considering SCA for your disposal needs. If you 
ave any questions, feel free to contact me at 315-788-5883 . 

=: Commissioner Collins 
K. Kulinowski 
R. Young 
file 

Very truly\3'ours, 
y~""' \~\.O,~~ 

~ \i 

:PAUL !.'1 . BIGWARFE 
Sr. Technical Sales Representative 



( m . . ( 

BARTON & LOGUIDICE, P.C. 
CONSU L TING ENGIN EERS & LAND SURVEYORS 

OFFICERS: 

9 1982 

Mr. James Wright, Administrator 
Oswego County Office Bldg. 
46 East Bridge Street 
Oswego, New York 13126 

Dear Jim: 

November 9, 1982 

ENGINEERS/ ARCHITECTS 
S. THOMAS AISTON, P.E. 
PP.I IL F. DUDDEN. PE. 
RANDALL J. HIRSCHEY, P.E. 
NEILL. BEEBE. PE. 
DONALD C. McCARTHY, PE. 
ROBERT W. HORNADAY, P.E. 
RONALD L. PECKHAM, P.E. 
WILLIAM H. HUGHES, P.E. 
WI LLIAM R. JONES, P.E. 
THOMAS P. McCUE, R.A. 
HOWARD D. BATES, P.E. 

OFFICE MANAGER: 
AN NE R. PAWLICK 

Per your request to provide an estimate for demolition 
of the Columbia Mills factory in Minetto, I submit the following: 

The real estate advertising states that 300,000 square 
feet of building area was available~ After a site visit by 
me, I have determined that approximately 200,000 sq. ft., 
remain standing, the rest having already been demolished but 
not removed from site. The following cost is based on 200,000 
sq. ft., but it should be kept in mind that a more detailed 
evaluation may indicate more or less remaining floor are.a, thus 
affecting the price. 

After discussing the matter with two local demolition 
contractors, it appears a $300,000 cost is reasonable for this 
job. Although difficult to estimate, perhaps 40-60 % of this 
cost could be attributed to the removal and hauling of demolition 
waste. It is assumed disposal will be at the existing County 
landfill at no cost. 

I hope this very quick estimate will suit your purposes 
at thi s time. If you require a more detailed estimate for 
future use please feel free to call. 

Very truly yours, 

BARTON & LOGUIDICE, P.C. 
! 

. ., ... ~. "'. 
,;,)t L( ··=- ,,,/t.0 

W·1· 1· /n 1 1am R. Jones, P.E. 
Senior Project Engineer 

WRJ/mat 

290 ELWOOD DAVIS ROAD / LIVERPOOL. NEW YORK 13088 I 315/457-5200 
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New York State Department 
of Transportation, Region 3 

Planning Department 
State Office Building 
333 East Washington Street 
Syracuse, New York 13202 

Attn: Mr. Steve Vetter 

Gentlemen: 

" 

June 13, 1984 

Re: Columbia Mills Property 
Site Investigation 

Fi le : 180. 130 

I believe you discussed the above-referenced Project in regard to planned 
State Highway improvements with Roger Cleveland, of our office, in a telephone 
conversation on April 30, 1984. We would like to verify the following comments : 

1. New York State Route 48 - No future plans for reconstruction, only normal 
maintenance in the immediate future. 

2. Minetto Bridge Crossing of Oswego River - Plans are currently for rehabil
itation rather than reconstruction. Bid letting is currently planned for 
Summer 1986. 

3. Extension of Route 481 from Fulton north~ Funds from the recently passed 
bond issue will provide $10 million for construction of Fulton by-pass 
with at grade crossings. Should the situation warrant it, there are 
plans to widen and reconstruct 481 (Route 57) into Oswego. This would be 
especially needed if the Oswego Port Authority expands operations with an 
additional 60 trucks in and out each day as it would like to. 

We would appreciate any clarification/changes you may have on the above 
comments or additional information you have that would affect the highway 
system in the Oswego County area. Your attention to this matter is greatly 
appreciated. 

JAC:dlf 

Very truly yours, 

CALOCERINOS & SPINA 

l~A~amner 
Assistant Engineer 



RICHARD SIMBERG. P.E. 

REG IONAL DIRECTOR 

June 25, 1984 

James A. Cammer 
Calocerinos & Spina 

Consulting Engineers 
1020 Seventh North St. 
Liverpool, NY 13088 

Dear Mr. Cammer: 

C 

STATEOFN~YORK 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

333 EAST WASHINGTON STREET 
SYRACUSE, N.Y. 13202 JAMES l. LAROCCA 

COMMISSIONER 

Re: Columbia Mills Property Site 
Investigation, File 180.130 

In reference to your June 13, 1984, inquiry to Mr. Steve Vetter . concerning 
the above project, this will verify the statements made to you with the 
following change. In Item 3, the NY Route 481 Fulton Bypass is being 
progressed ; however, at this time, although we are monitoring the corridor, 
t ·here are no plans to widen or reconstruct NY Route 481 ( formerly NY Route 
57) from Fulton to Oswego. 

If you have any further questions, you may call ' Randy Tennant at (315) 428-
4409. 

Sincerely, 

RICHARD SIMBERG, P.E. 
Regional Director of Transportation 
Region 3 

By 

Richard A. Lucas 
Planning & Development 
Supervisor, II 
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2 . 1 . ----------- ---
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1:,~1•.:i. rt r :c.it of Znvir ._.: !:,~nt .-. !. Co n.s cr\ ,,. :.. .i.r ;i 
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-l 

1. , .. :o.-;1pany Namc ___ T_h_e_C_o_l_um_b_i_a_M_1._· l_l_s ..... ,'--I_n_c_. ________________ _ 

:: .:. i l i nq ;, <.1.J:::c;;::; __ R_o_u_t...:e;.__4.....:..8..L, _____ -=M..:.:1.~· n~e-=t-=t-=o=--''--------"-N_e_w_--'Y::...o_r_k ____ ~3115 
Ci=y S t .:i te ;: i!.-' 

i'l .:.nt w ca t i o1; J,X; Same .:is .:.bovc 

Str eet Sta te 

2 . 1 ;.· S ubsidi ary , ,;..::.1:1c of Par c:n t Company N/A ------'------------------- - --

Mr. Richard Brown 
J. l n..iiviJu,;i.:. Respons ible 

!.or Plant o~~rution s ----------------- ---- --------- -----

Production Manager 315/343-1013 ___________ __:;:.._ _______ _ 
'i'i ::.le 

4. I ndi v i dual Pr ovidi ng 
I n f orm:;. t i on _______ M_a_r_t_i_n_A_._M_e_r_r_1._· m_a_n ________ ___________ _ __ _ 

!lane 

Mgr, Corporate Staff Services 315/343-1013 - ------------------------ -------------Ti tle? Pl irHW 

5. JJc part:ac:nt of .:nviron,11en t al Conse.::vatio;i I n t e r vie wer_K_~ 

6. s t an dard Inclustrial Classifi c a t i on (SIC) Code?s f o r Principal Products 
SIC Co cJ.e ,lj,IJroxi mat~~ c f 

Gr oup lk;i;;1c ( 4 Diqi t} I ,: P i 0u·ucti o n I /11.1 .7. ~~::_ .7:c:.:led - - --=-------------------------------~ - Coaterl · Fabrics, Not rubberized 2295 

c. 
I u . 

7 . Pro cesses Us2J at Pl an t 
a._~B_l_e_a_.:_c_h~i~n~g...._ _____________ _ 
1.J. Dyein......__,, ____ _,,, ________ _ 
, . .... . Coating (Emulsion) 
d . _ _ c ...... a_J~e ........ n~d~e ..... r~i~n~gf<..=-~E~row.L.bua~s...,;;S~j~n~g--------
e ._...;;;c...;::o;.;:;a;...:t;.:i=-=.n.:.c;g;;i__i(..,:S::..:O::.:l:::.v.:..e::.;n:.=-=.t....;B=a..:::S..=e.J.) _____ _ 

- -----------
C. Products 

.:i . Book Clot=h'-------- ------
b. Simul~t~d_Leather 
C. _j llilllS tria.L..Eal:u:i.cs_ . _ 
cl. Tag -~--L~b_e_l Subs t ra t_~-- _ _ _ 
e. Processed Cotton Cloth - - - -



Raw 'm,,tcrials and o ther clwmicals ust~d in man t1 facturing processes . 
·•,1. ' • Nitroc c l l ulo r;c f. Starc h 
•,. Solvent ~ ,u•----~--~~~=~~~---------Dyes & l'i r:..,ments 

g. ____ ___,_a~y--.----.-.-......... ------ ---
h. Industria l Cleane r s 

C------""-----.:a--------,------- -------------------- --
J • ____ .... p_] .... a....._c__.t_, .... • ._c ... ~~z .... e.__._r_.,._, ----------- i . _____ J ........ u~du1 ~1 s ........ t~r~iua ....... ) ~Gun~s ......... c~s._ ______ _ 
d -----~F~~~· -i~m-F1,1,-1.,0~~ .... ~-ei;;;;...r~s------------

j. ___________________ _ _ 

a. _on .Site waste wate.r Treai:.men t_ I :;-Yes -- :_·tfJNo - --·--

b. On Site Waste Water Treatinent by July 1977 LJYes !:£,,/No 

c. On Si te Waste iva ter Treatinent by July 1983 !£yjYes LJNo 

d. I nau.strial _Sewer _Discharge_ 1- . /Yes . - LJINa. :Ja..r.e 0 £ . Sek'age 
Treatrrent Pl ant:: ----------------

e. SPDES No-. ---------- !/PDES No • __ 0.._0..__0_l_l._.7_1 _____ _ 

a. 11.ir Pol'lutiOn Control--fJevi:ces ·l:f/Yes ~~1- -t tro-- -'fqpescarbon Adsorpti6rf .Beds .& •• 

Distillation Col~ ~ .l o ~Re-eye-le-· - ----- .:.: ···-. ---· 

b. To Be Built LJYes LJNo b y I I 

c. Air 100 Emission Point Registration Numbers ----------------------- -~ .. -- - ---- ----·--- ·- - - - --- -

a. Number of manufacturing employees 157 ,?:>~ . Manufacturing Floor Space _______ sq. f t . 

Attach a p l at or sketch of the - f acility s·howimy-the location of on-si t e p rocess waste · 
stora ge (if availabl e). 

A ttach flow diagrams of chemical processes- including waste flow outpu t s ( i f available). 

n-house waste treatment capabil_i ~~':s..: Distillation of Dirty Solvent for Re-use. 

-·--- ----- ---- - ·- ···- - -
·s there a currently used or abandoned landfill, dump or lagoon on plant property?JKJ).Yes LJNo 

":ndustrial wastes produced-or-expected-t:o -be -procftr'c~-by-plant: . 
. ) Trash including Cloth & Substrate Paper 
) Surplus Pyroxy l in Coating Materials ~ 

- . -. . . 

) ______________________________________ -_-_ -_··_·-_·-_____ _ 
)__________ - ~ 1_.' .1..]SS ..;.. .C_i,:_;i,_ .,: ,n,_ 1 ~·=1.:·•_ ~ _ ·~-. '. ~~ 

)_________ ,,- I) ~. . · .. 

~------ l ~ :µ_\S· - ~:-:-:~ - ·: .. :._ -:-- . .. . 

)=================== _ ----~-'. _· ·:::.·~~t-4~1!£-2t(~'~}r~~-- ~~:. --~~~·c·~ ~· ~ )-- -

mnents: -- - - - - - -·- - • -·- - - - -- -- l-o -- ~; ·- r1,~C-.l- - /J)~"'/-· ··;ti(:. ( i -!. { f'~ 
- -------- - ·----- - - .-P- r , - - ·· - ·- · , - - , -~- , r ·- · - \ - --- --- ·- - ·- - ---- · - · 

.. ... ___ _ "· ;_ ,, i c :"':w~ ~ L~ l---t..-/ ~ - /:;:';;, 6_7 ":..:z/_._: t . , 

- · c 1 ,2t., ::'£ . ~:. ···_____________ _:.;.)•~--- - ... r . ...- : 
•• - _ _ 1_.)_l _ _r·~-- ~-~:-: _ _:.::;_c;_~~!~;I _ __ - - ---

- · · - - ·-.--,~---. - _. ··- -·· 
. •• ·· - --- - t-- . - -: ·· 

i .-. •. -= :1 ;:,,:. 1. ) ~ .. _ - : ,-- 7 rr- ·r: ..... , ~- i-::: j r· ~.,-
<: o .·.:!.· ~-.i:--j~-!. : 2-~ J_ 1✓ F:: t:. :.. __ b .-2.ci ~ 



~/.:;st~.' Charactcri;-.,1t'io11 il/111 f-1.!11.-,,1,•1,,r•nt -Pructi ,._5:;_ 
~ 

, (Use separate form for euch wustc stream) 

1. J-laste Stream No. 1 (from Form I, Numb~r 17) ---
2. Description of process producing waste All Plant Refuse exclusive of 

Chemicals and Liquids . 

J. Brief characterization of waste Waste oaper, wrappers, cans, scrap cloth, 

Old cardboa~d containers, etc . 

4. Time period for which data are representative Jan. '76 _____ _;_ ___ _ to __ J_a_n_. __ '7-=-.:.7 ___ _ 

5. a. Annual waste production 4,000 

b. Daily waste production 16 

~lOOCXX-_~~ Cu. Yds./Yr. 

~~~Cu. Yds . /Da.y 

c. Frequency of waste production: LJseasonal LJoccasicnal -:fX./continuc1l 

LJother (specify) _________________ _ 

6. Waste Composition 

a. Average percent solids 100 % b. pH range_ to _ 

c. Physical state: LJliquid, LJslurry, LJsludge, Wsolid, 

LJother (specify) ___________ _ 
Average I /wet weight 

d. Component Concentration /X/dry weight 

1. LJwt.% LJppm 

2. - LJi-,t.% LJppm 

3. LJwt.% LJppm 

4. LJwt.~:, LJppm 

5. LJwt.% I /ppm 

6. LJwt.% LJppm 

7. I /wt.~ L.Jppm 

8. Uwt.% LJppm 

9. Uwt.% LJppm 

10. LJwt.% I /ppm 

..,,. 



• t 

e. Analysis of ·_ cornpo:;itlon is I /theoref:ical I /labor.::i.tory IX/estimate 

(attach copy of laboratory analysis if available) 

f. Projected LJincrea.se, Lfdecreasein volume from base year: 0 '.~ by Jul y 1977; 

25 % by July 1983; 

g. Ha~a-rdous- properties o' f waste: LJflamma.ble •• t....:Jtoxic Lfreactive LJexplosive 

·- - - • LJcorrosivc- LJother (specify) None Knomi. 

7. On Site Storage 
Compact< 

a. Method: Lfdrum, L.Jroll-off container, ·Lftank, Lflagoon, Lfotl:er(specify) B ox 

b. - '!'ypica-1 lengt:h- o-f -t.ir.ie- waste-- ·sto-red--- -3 ·---/X/cla(Js, / - /weeks-;·· I /rronths 

. ·-. . . -· ... , . : . 

d. Is s'tora/je site diked? -f -/-'ies-- - / -Y'/'No -- -- -~--

e. Surface drainage collection I ·/Yes · ·;X/No 

B Transportation 

a. Naste hauled off site by I /you - J:Ji2>:thers ' 

b : · ,vame • of w,:i"ste hauler Onondaga Environmental Sys terns 

Address -4439 James Street Syracuse, 

- Street City 
- . ·-

New York - f31 :3 463-1890 
- State Zip Code Phone ·.~ 

9. Trea~~t_i¥1d Disposal 

a. Treatment or disposal: LJon site /X/off site 

b. fjaste is I /reclaimed I /treated XY,iland disposed LJincinerated 
--- -- --- - - -
LJother (specify) __________ _ 

- ---- ---- ------ - -------- --- --- -- ------- - - - ---
c. Off site facility receiving waste 

Name of Facili ty ___ O_s_w_e_,g"'"o __ C_o_un_t"""y;(....__S_a_n_i_t_a_ry.:<.--_L_a_n_d_f_i_l_l ___________ _ 

Facility Operator County of Oswego 

Facility Loca tioD-=-_S_i_l_k __ R_o_a_d ____________ T_o_\'_J_n_o_f __ V_o_l...;n_;;__;_e~y _____ _ 
··-·-Street ------ -- - - · · ·- ··- - -- - -- - ·- -· -- City 

New York 13069 -(3:-15; 593-6521 
St:.ate---- - - --- ------ ·-· Zip-Code·- - - - · -Phone 

- --,-:, 
,' /: .- ~. ·_ -

l J . ----- --------- -----



'"I· • . w~sto Characteri;: ,1 tion ,111cl Management Prllc:Uc:u 
. ~ ; (Use 5eparate form for each waste stream) 

. l. waste Stream No. 2 (from Form I, Nurrber 17) 

2. Description of process producing waste Application of Nitrocellulos e Coatings 

to Substrate in Production of Product - Disposition of Surplus 

.3. Brief cl1c.racterizatlon of waste Solvent Base Coat i ng Material containing 

Pigments & Plasticizers 

4. Time period for which data are representative Jan. 176 to Jan. '77 ---------- --------- - --
5. a. Annual waste production · 23,100 • Lf tons/yr. 

b. Daily waste production 92 .4 /7tons/day 

/Algal./yr. 

/!../gal ./day 

c. Frequency of waste productiop: Lfseasonal Lfoccasional /A/continud 

Lf other (specify) ______________ _ _ _ 

6. Waste Composition 

a . Average percent solids 33 % b. pH range_ to _ 

c. Physical state: /A/liquid, I /slurry, Lfsludge, L.fsolid, 

Lfother (specify) ___________ _ 

d. Component 

1. Solvent Blend 

2. Plasticizer 
• -
3. Pigment 

Average 
. Concentration 

I /wet weight 
Lfdry weight 

33-1 /3 ~wt.% LJppm 

33-1/3 .KX'wt.% LJppm 

33-1L3 X~wt.% LJppm 

4. __________________ ______ Lfwt.% LJppm 

S . _______________________ LJwt.% LJppm 

6 . ________________________ LJwt.% I /ppm 

7 . ________________________ I /wt.~ LJppm 

8. __________________ ______ Lfwt.% I /ppm 

·. 9. ________________________ Lfwt.% Lfppm 

10. __________________ ------ LJwt.~ I /ppm 

··• 



-~ ~ i • • 

.. .,,.r· :.. .·:· 
. .. ;~ .-.... 

.e. M ·alysis of composition is I /theoretical I /laboratory 
• (attach copy of laboratory analysi~ if available) 

fX!es tima te 

'-:.~.~. , :~ .~:· ...• . ( •_r · 

• .. :._. .. ~;' '. ' ;.,, .- f. Projected LJincrease, /X./decreasein volume from base year: 50 
• .," :, : .. · . • 

% by July 1977; 

. ,·.: , 
\ 

- -- -- ·- -- -- ------ ~- --. -----· - -· - -- -· 

50 % by July .• 1983. 

--:-g~~- Hazardous properties . of waste: . f.!:ltlarmna.ble LJtoxic LJreactive LJexplosive 

LJcorrosive L.Jother {specify) ________ _ 

_ 7. On Site Storage 
.. -- - - -

. ·· -a·~ -·Meth::)d~ - -gdr;;;-, . L.Jroll-off container,- I /tank, _ LJ la.goon, LJotl1er(specify) _ __ _ 

b~- Typicai length of time waste stored_2 ____ :_ I /~~ys.J. LJ.weeks, XY/rronths ••• -- - · 
. . -

c. Typical volume of 
. \ .. 

waste stored 1,650 
· :..:... .. :_ . . .. ---

LJtons, /Xffgallons 

d. Is storage site diked?/ /Yes 

-
e. Surface drainage collection LJYes -IX/No 

--·· 
B. Transportation - - --·- - - . - - -·-

a. i·laste hauled off site by LJyou JK.X:others 

b. Name of waste hauler Chem-Trol Pollution Services ----------'----------------------
Address P.O. Box 200 Model City 

City 
L71Ei. 7-54-8231 

stre·et· 
New York 14107 

-·• S'tate Zip Code .··· Phone 

9 • • X~a ~n t .and Disposal 

_., 

.... ,,,. -

a. _?re-a~t 2£_<1.jS[tOS~--'t!:::fon-ri.te·-- jJ:Jcjff -s--it;-_:- · - - - -

--
b. r·laste i ,s _ 17recJ.ai.J:De.d .. -1-- /treated--/ --/la.nd ·aispo;;d· ·· ft! incinerated 

-- - - -· ··-·•·- - - - . -- --- - - --· -- -·· • --
• LJot~r:... .(.s~s;ify)_ -- -----

--- - ··- • •• -----------
-- - ---

c. Off site· facility ..r:.ecei¥i.-ng--wasr:e.--- -
_ __ --· --- ---· ·· .. • · -

Services - Narre of Facili t_y_ ___ S_ame. .. ~#8b---ab-ove"-·- .. "Chern-?!'.'r-ol- 1:;~llu tion 
,i.;; ... ----- ----------. ------------------------------

---- -
· - _ .. L - ... - • - -Facility Operator __ , -···· --

·• -- __ , - - •• --· - -- ----------------------------------
Facility Location __________________________ _,;,....;:._ _____ _ 

Street 
- --- - ---- - ---- City 

~ .. ---- -----· -- --- ( ) 

State Zip Co~ ______ Phon<..'"-· 

;.o ~ - - --- -:-----------
- ----- - -----

·- .-:: . - -- -~ 
'Y.j;:fc!, .r·~-"4'-~~----- -· . 



:!AZA..UC~S WAS:::: JIS?OSAL sr:r::ss ?,E:?O?,: 
:;Z:: '70?..:( STAT";: DE?.A_~TilE:-u OF EX-v'IRC~~·!E~::A~ co::3~~:;A::c:~ 

c=C.e: ---------Si,:e C~de : 738012 ----"-------
0 f S :'...': e : __ C~o.;;...;;;l ... u""'m;...b_i"'"'a--M_1._· _l _l_s___;C_o_m __ o_a_n_v ______ ,.....__ ;:,e g ::..0-:1 : ____ 7 ___ _ 

Cou~::y: Oswego it:.~XY.ifu;,c Vill age of Minetto 
Street Adciress: Route 48 Village of Minetto 

---.=;.a;...;:=..~-.;_::;.;;;..;;..:;;.;:;.;;'--"'.;;_~~~;......-------------

Status of S~~e ~arrative: 

Columbia Xills Company, Minetto (V), Oswego County 

An inspection of this site by DEC showed approximately 550 barrels of waste inside 
a fenced and locked area behind the plant, The barrels were housed in two low 
wooden sheds and in a separate shallow trench. All of the barrels appeared to be 
in good shape with no leakage of chemicals. The contents of these barrels is 
presently unknown but a former company employee thought that vinyl materials for 
impregnated book covers was probably contained in the barrels. Also at this 
site ~as an old company operated dump which contained several thousand old, mostly 
empty barrels dating back to a time when the company disposed of waste chemicals by 
on-site burning. Columbia Hills is presently out of business at this location. 
DEC's investigation of this site is preiently on-going. 

During December 1979 an attorney representing the Columbia Mills Company of Canada 
assured the DEC Regional Office that the firm acknowledges its responsibility for 
the removal of these barrels and was presently negotiating with various registered 
chemical disposal firms for the disposal of these materials. 

: :,·-; '= ~ = S i t e : C;: e ::i Du=p 0 

Eaza.:.-:ic:.:s 

Landfill CJ 
Str:.ict-.ire :::z;g. 

S~ze _______ _ 

,. 

Treatment Ponci (s) 
Lagoo~(s) 

Acres 

Co.ifir.::.ed r; .,,__, 

*Ty?e and Quantity of Razardous Wastes: 

Vinyl materials 

Plasticized PVC (Polymer) 

Nitro cellulose 

*rse additicnal sheets if ~ore space is needed. 

-I -
~ 

Sµspe::ted 

::u::;~er o: ?ends 
:-~ :.,;.:::= ~ = of :a;oons 

a 

(?our:.~s, dr.i=s, 
t_ons, 5allons) 
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47-15-ll(2;S0) 

Xa.:::.e cf C-.;:-::-::?!'::: e:-,~e::- of Site: Colur.ibia Hills Co., 
Adc:ress c~ c~==e~= o~ner of Site: De~itt, New York 

::..:::e ?::-.:..::d 3 i.te (..:as used for ~azardous Waste Disposal: 
December 

Is s :.ce Acti·,1a 0 
To 

Inactive x'x:I 

Hay 

(Sice is inactive if hazardous wastes were disposed 0£ at chis si~e a~d site 
was close~ ?rior co August 25, 1979) 

~y~cs ~: ;~~?1es: Air 0 
S11:f.:?.ce W.1cer ·a 

~ONE 
Action: Proposed 

In Progress 
Nature of Action: 

Groundwater 
Soil 

0 
ti 

Xone 

0 
D 

-
Under Design 

Completed 
t= 
CJ 

Scac~s cf Legal Action: NONE State 0 
?e::-::its Issued: 

NONE 
Fec:ie:al 0 
Solid ~faste 

Local GovernI!le~t 0 
D ~fined Land /; 

S?!::lES 
:-:e c l. ar,c: s 

O · 
0 Ocher 

Columbia Xills Company has expressed willingness to remove the drums of wastes 

0 

to a proper disposal site. Site appears to be secure and no environmental problems 
are evident. 

None reported. 

C. Branagh 

G.D. Knowles 

::'=~.- ·l·c::-::. 3 :c.Ce C·eparc.nent 0£ Environ
~e~:~: C:nserva::ion 
~2::~ March 11 1980 

-----'----------......a"--------

r·, ,· . ,. ~ ... . . . . .. ~ 

R. Tramontano 
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GROUND WATER MONITORING WELLS 
COLUMBIA MILLS 

ORGANIC PARAMETERS DETECTED 

lS 2S ·- 20 r• 3S 4S 5S 6S 7S 7D 8D 

1,1-Dichloro-
ethylene 2 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 14 4 TRLT 1 LT 1 3 

1,1,1-Tri-
chloroethane TRLT 1 LT 1 . TRLT 1 LT 1 1 1 2 LT 1 LT 1 2 

Chloroform LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 1 11 7 6 LT 1 

Trichloro-
ethylene LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 1 

Toluene LT 1 15,000 16 8 TRLT 1 14 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 

Ethylbenzene LT 1 25 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 9 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 

Xylenes LT 1 100 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 69 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 

All results in ug/1. 

Data represent those parameters detected on USEPA 6().1 & 602 Scans. 

Wells samples 4/28/87. 
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GROUND WATER MONITORING WELLS 
COLUMBIA MILLS 

ORGANIC PARAMETERS DETECTED 

lS 2S '· 2D 
!'• 

3S 4S SS 6S 7S 7D 8D 

1,1-Dichloro-
ethylene 2 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 14 4 TRLT 1 LT 1 3 

1,1,1-Tri-
chloroethane .TRLT 1 LT 1 ' TRLT 1 LT 1 1 1 2 LT 1 LT 1 2 

Chloroform LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 1 11 7 6 LT 1 

Trichloro-
ethylene LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 1 

Toluene LT 1 15,000 16 8 TRLT 1 14 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 

Ethylbenzene LT 1 25 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 9 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 

Xylenes LT 1 100 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 69 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 LT 1 

All results in ug/1. 

Data represent those parameters detected on USEPA 601 & 602 Scans . 

Wells samples 4/28/87. 
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20-Nov-87 

WELL 
NO. 

B-1 

DAIE 
SAMPLED 

4/28/87 
8/18/87 
10/19/87 

~uJ 

GROUND WATER MONITORING DATA 
VOLIIILE ORGANICS 

DRAFT FILE: 123/FILES/COUUL-3 

: :Chtoro- :Bromo- :vinyl :Chloro- :Methyl- :Trichloroll,1-Di- :t-1,2-Di-ll,1-Di- :Chloro- ll,2-Di- ll,1,1- :Benzene lCarbon :1,2-0i- :Bromodi- :Tri-
: :methane :methane :chloride :ethane :ene lfluoro- lchloro- :chloro- :chloro- lform :chloro- ltri- ltetra- :chtoro- :chloro- :chloro-
:: : :chloride lmethane :ethylene ;ethylene :ethane :ethane :chtoro- :chloride :propane :methane :ethylene 

11 : : , : : : l : : l :ethane : : : : 
: :------=-a:: z=----=-- :---------- :----.--. --:--=---•a:- :------::-:::,:; : =----n =----=-=-:-----==-===- J--------- :--------= :---.-----= :- -=------ :---------:--------- :-:zzzasa:-= :---------: 

: : <1 l <l : <I : <l l <5 : <l : ~ <l : <l : <l : <l : TR<l : <l l <l : <1 : <l : <l l 
: : (3 : (J : (3 : (J : (J : (J : (J I (J : (3 : (3 : (3 : (3 : (3 : (3 : (3 : (3 : (3 : 

: : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : 

---------------------: :--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :---------:--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :---------: 
B-2S 4/28/87 : : <l : <l : <I : <l : <S : <l : <l : <l l <l : <l : <l : <l : <l : <l : <l l <l : <l : 

8/18/87 '' '' 
10/19/87 : : 

<300 
<300 

<300 
<300 

<300 
<300 

<300 
<300 

<300 

<300 
<300 
<300 

<300 
<300 

<300 

<300 

<300 
<300 

<300 

<300 

<300 

<300 

<300 
<300 

<300: 

<300: 

<300 
<300 

<300 
<300 

<300: 

<300 : 

<300 
<300 

---------------------: :----- ---- :---------:---------: - ------ -- :---------:--------- :--------- l --------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :- --------: --------- :---------: 
B-20 4/28/87 : : <l <l <l <l <5 <l <l : <l <l <l <l IR<l <l <l <l <l : <l : 

8/18/87 : : <3 : <3 l <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 l <3 l <3 l <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 ; <3 : <3 : <3 : 

10/19/87 : : <3 l <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 l <3 l <3 : <3 : <3 : • <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : 

---------------------: :---------: ---------:---------:--------- l --------- :--------- :--------- :---------: --------- :--------- :--------- :---------: ----- ---- : --------- :--------- :--------- :---------: 
B-3 4/28/87 : : <l : <l <l : <l : <5 : <l : <l I <l <l <l <l <l : <l : <l <l <l : <l : 

8/18/87 : : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 l <3 l <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : 
10/19/87 : : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 l <3 l <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 l 

---------------------: :--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :---------: --------- :---------:--------- :-• ------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :---------: 
B-4 4/28/87 : : <l <l <l : <l : <5 : <l <l <l <l <l <l : 1 i <l <l <l : <l : <l : 

8/18/87 : : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 l <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 • : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : 
10/19/87 : : <3 j <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : 

B-
5 
---------:~!:~:~ --i i------:~ _: __ ____ :~ _: __ ____ :~ _: ______ :~ _: ______ :!-i--- ---:~ _ : ___ ~ i------:~ _: ______ :~ _ l ____ W: ______ :~ _: _____ ~ ------:~ -i------:~ _: ___ ___ :~ _ l ______ :~ -i----- -£: 

10/19/87 : l <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 l <3 : <3 l <3 : <3 : <3 l <3 : <3 : <3 l <3 : <3 l <3 l <3 : <3 : 

B-6 ---------:~!:~:~ --: :------:~ _: ______ :~ _: ______ :~ _: ______ :~ _: ______ :! _ i ______ :~ -: ----~ --- ' --~~ _ i ______ :~ -:----~ ------:~ _: ______ <: _ i ______ :~ _: ______ :~ _: ______ :~ _: ______ :~ -:------:~ -: 

10/19/87 : : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : 

B- 7S --------4/28/87 --; ;------<l _; ______ <1-:------<1-: - - ----<1-:------<5 -:------<l _; ____ IR<l - :------<1-:------<1-:- - -· D 
8/18/87 : : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 

:---------:--------- :---------:--------- :--------- :---------: ---------: 
<l : <l : <l : <l <l : <l <l 
<3 : <3 <3 : <3: <3: <3 <3 

10/19/87 : : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 <3: <3 <3 <3: <3: <3 <3 

B-7D --------4/28/87 --: :------<1-:------<l _; ______ <l _; ______ <1-:------<5 -:------<1-:------<1-:------<1-:------<1-:---· q ------<1-:------<1-:------<l _; ______ <1- :------<1-:------<l _; ______ <1-; 

8/18/87 " " 10/19/87 I: 
<3 : 

<3 : 

<3: 

<3: 

<3 

<3 
<3: 

<3 : 

<3: 

<3: 

<3 : 

<3: 

<3 
<3 

<3: 

<3: 

<3 
<3 

<3 : 

<3 : 

<3: 

<3: 

<3 

<3 

<3 : 

<3: 

<3: 

<3 : 

<3 : 

<3 : 

<3 : 

<3 : 

<3 

<3 

---------------------: :--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :---------: ---------: --------- :---------: --------- :--------- :---------: --------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- : ---------: 
B-8D 4/28/87 I: <l <l <l <l <5 <l 3 <l <l <l I <1 : 2 <l : <l <l : <l I 1 

8/18/87 : : <3 <3 <3 <3 : <3 <3 <3 I <3 : <3 <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 <3 i <3 
10/19/87 : : <3 <3 <3 <3 : <3 <3 <3 : <3 : <3 <3 <3 <3 : <3 <3 : <3 <3 <3 

All results expressed in ug/1 
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20-Nov-87 

WELL 
NO. 

DATE 

SAMPLED 

6,00 ,,..,J.v..,o-1--e.r 

: c-1, 3-Di- l t-1,3-Di- l 1,1,2-
: chloro- l chloro- : Tri-
: propene ! propene : chloro

: ethane 

lToluene 

GROUND WATER MONITORING DATA 

VOLIIILE ORGANICS 

l Dibromo- l Tetra- : 2-Chloro- l Chloro 
: chloro- : chloro- : ethyl- l benzene 
:methane :ethylene lvinyl 

:ether 

:Ethyl

:benzene 

:Bromo

!form 

DRAFT 
ll,1,2,2- :1,2-Di
! Tetra- : chloro
! chloro- l benzene 
!ethane 

:1,3-Di 
:chtoro
:benzene 

ll,4- Di

lchloro
!benzene 

:Total 

lXylenes 

FILE: 123/FILES/COUUL-3 

: =========: =========: =========: ========= : =========: =========: =========: =========: =========: ========= l =========: ===:=:=====: =========: =========: =========: 
B-1 4/28/87 

8/18/87 

10/19/87 

: <l <l <l : <l : <l <l <l : <l <l : <l <l : <l <l : <l : <l 

<3 (3 <3 : <3 <3 <3 : <3 <3 <3 : <3 : <3 <3 : <3 : <3 : 

<3 <3 <3 <3 <3 <3 : <3 <3 <3 <3 : <3 <3 : <3 <3 : <3 

---------------------l --------- :---------:---------: --------- :---- ----- :--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :---------: --------- :---------: ---------: ---------: 
B-2S 4/28/87 : <l : <l <l 15,000 <l <l : <l : <l 25 <l <l : <l <l <l : 100 

8/18/87 : <300 : <300 : <300 : 23,000 : <300 : <300 : <300 : <300 : <300 : <300 : <300 : <300 : <300 : <300 : 

10/19/87 <300 : <300 : <300 : 29,000 : <300 : <300 : <300 : <300 : <300 : <300 : <300 : <300 : <300 : <300 : <300 

--------------------- :--------- :---------:--------- :---------: --------- :---------:--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :---------: ---------: 
B-2D 4/28/87 : <l : <l : <l : 16 : <l : <l : <l <l : <l <l <1 : <l : <l <l : <l : 

8/18/87 <3 : <3 : <3 : 5 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 l <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 l 
10/19/87 <3 : <3 l <3 : <3 l <3 l <3 : <3 : <3 t <3 : <3 : <3 l <3 : ·<3 : <3 : <3 

---------------------:---------:---------:---------:---------:--------- :--------- :---------:---------:---------:---------:--------- :---------:--------- :--------- :---------: 
B-3 4/28/87 <l : <l <l : ~ 8 <l <l : <l <l : <l <l : <l : <l : <l : <l <l 

8/18/87 <3 : <3 : <3 l 5 : <3 ; <3 : <3 l <3 : <3 : <3 l <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 l 
10/19/87 <3 : <3 : <3 l < : <3 l <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 ; <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 

---------------------: --------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :---------: --------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :--------·-:--------- :--------- :---------:--------- :---------: 
B-4 4/28/87 : <l : <l <l : IR<l : <l : <l <l : <l : <l <l <l : <l : <l <l <l : 

8/18/87 <3 : <3 l <3 : 3 : <3 l <3 l <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 l <3 : 
10/19/87 <3 l <3: <3 <3 : <3 <3 <3: <3 <3 <3 <3 <3 <3 <3 <3 

---------------------: ---------:--------- :--------- :---------:--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :---------:--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :---------: 
B-5 4/28/87 : <l : <l : <l 14 : <l <l <l <l 9 : <l : <l <l <l <l 69 

8/18/87 l <3 l <3 : <3 : <3 l <3 : <3 : <3 ; <3 l <3 : <3 : <3 l <3 I <3 l <3 : 

10/19/87 <3 : <3 l <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : 31 : <3 : <3 ; <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 
--------------------- :--------- :---------: --------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :---------: --------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :---------: 
B-6 4/28/87 : <l : <l : <l <l : <l : <l : <l : <l '<l <l <l <l <l : <l : <l 

8/18/87 : <3 : <3 : <3 : 5 : <3 l <3 : <3 l <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 ; <3 : <3 : <3 : 

10/19/87 <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 ; <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 
--------------------- :--------- :---------:---------: --------- :-------·-- :--------- :--------- :---------:--------- :--------- :---------: --------- :--------- :--------- :---------: 
B-7S 4/28/87 <l : <l : <l <l : <l <l <l : <l : <l <l : <l <l <l <l : <l : 

8/18/87 <3 ; <3 l <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 ; <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 ; <3 : <3 : <3 ; 
10/19/87 <3 <3 <3 <3 <3 <3 <3: <3 <3: <3 <3 (3 <3: <3 : <3 

---------------------:---------:--------- :---------:--------- :--------- :--------- :--- • _____ :---------:--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :--------- :---------: 
B-7D 4/28/87 : <l <l <l : <l : <l <l : <l : <f : <l : <l <l : <l : <l : <l : <l 

8/18/87 <3 l <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 l <3 : <3 ; <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 : 
10/19/87 <3 : <3 : <3 ; <3 : <3 : <3 ; <3 : <3 ; <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 ; <3 : <3 ; <3 

---------------------:---------:--------- :---------:---------:--------- :---------:---------:---------:---------:---------:---------:---------:---------:---------:---------: 
B-8D 4/28/87 : <l : <l <l : <l <l <l <l : <l : <l : <l <l : <l : <l <l <l 

8/18/87 : <3 : <3 <3 <3 <3 : <3 <3 <3 : <3 : <3 <3 : <3 : <3 : <3 
w~m o o o o o: o o o o o o o o: o o 

All results expressed in ug/ l 
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19-Nov-87 

GROUND WATER MONITORING DATA 

SAMPLE SAMPLE HEX : CADMIUM :CHROMIUM : COPPER 
LOCATI ON DATE :CHROMIUM __________________ , _________ , _______ __ , _________ , ________ _ 
------------------,---------,---------,--------- ,---------
B-1 4 /28/87 : 

8 /1 8 /87 : 
10/ 19 /87 : 

<0.01 <0 .005 
<0 .005 : 
<0 . 005 : 

0.06 
<0.05 : 
<0.05 : 

0.04 
<0.02 
<0 . 0 2 

------------------ ---------:---------:--------- ---------
B-2S 4 /28/87 

8/18/87 
10/1 9 / 87 

<0 . 01 

<0 . 01 

0 . 006 
0 . 008 : 
0 . 018 : 

0.05 
0.05 

<0 . 05 

0.03 
<0 . 02 
<0 . 02 

METALS 

LEAD 

<0.1 
<O. 1 
<0 . 1 

0.6 
0 . 5 

<O . i 

: NICl<EL 

<0.03 
0.09 

<0 . 03 

0.07 
0 . 06 
O. Oa 

FILE :123\FILES\COLMIL-4 

DRAFT 
SILVER 

<0 . 05 
<0 . 05 
<0 . 05 

<0 . 05 
<0 . 05 
<0 .05 

ZINC 

0 . 037 
0 . 084 
0 . 055 

0 .82 
2 .1 

0 . 076 
------------------ --------- ---------:--------- --------- --------- --------- ---------:---------
B-2D 4/28/87 

8/18/87 
10 / 19/87 

<0 . 01 

<0.01 

<0 . 005 
<0 . 005 : 
0.012 : 

<0.05 
<0.05 
<0.05 

------------------. --------- :---------: ---------
B-3 4/28 / 87 : 

8/ 18/87 : 
10 / 19/87 : 

<0 . 01 <0 . 005 
<0 .005 : 
<0 .005 : 

<0.05 
<0 .05 
<0 .05 

- -----------------:---------:---------:---------
B- 4 4 /28/87 : 

8/18/87 : 
10/ 19/87: 

<0 .01 <0 .005 <0.05 
<0 . 005 : · <0 . 05 
<0 .005 : <0 . 05 

<0 . 02 
<0.02 
<0.02 

<0 . 1 
<0 .1 l 
<0 . 1 

<0 . 02 <0 . 1 
0.03 <0.1 

<0 . 02 <0 .1 
---------:---------

0 . 08 
0 . 07 : 

<0.02 : 

<0 . 1 
0 .1 

<0 .1 

0.06 
<0.03 
0.05 

0.09 
0 . 10 

<0.03 

0.07 
0 . 05 

<0 . 03 . 

<0.05 
<0.05 l 
<0 . 05. : 

0 . 005 
0 . 050 
0 . 038 

---------: ---------
<0 .05 <O. (H)5 
(0;05 : 0 . 052 
<0.05 : 0 . 048 

---------:---------
<0 . 05 
<0.05 : 
<0 . 05 : 

0 . 067 
0 . 096 

0 . 11. 
------------------: ---------:--------. :-------- - :--------· :--------- --------- ---------:---------
B- 5 4 /28 /87 : 

8/18 /87 : 
10/19/ 87: 

<0.01 <0 .005 
<O : (H)5 ' ' 
<0 .005 ' ' 

<0 . 05 <0 .02 
<0 . 05 . <0 . 02 ' 
<0 . 05 ' <0 . 02 ' ------------------:---------:---------: ------. -- :----- -- ,-

B-6 4/28/87 : <0 . 01 <0 .005 0 . 06 ' 0 . 31 
8/18/87 : <0 .005 : <0 .05 0.06 
10 / 19 /87 : <0 . 01 <0 . 005 : <0.05 <0 .02 

<0 .1 
<0 . 1 
<0.1 

0.2 
- 0.1 : 
<0.1 : 

0.06 
<0 . 03 
<0 . 03 

<0 . 05 
<0 . 05 : 
<0 . 05. l 

0 . 010 
0 . 10 

0 .083 
---------:---------:---------

0 . 04 
0.03 : 
0 . 05 : 

<0 .05 
<0 . 05 : 
<0 . 05 : 

0 .50 
0 . 71 

0 . 045 
------------------:---------:------. --:--------- --------- :--------- :---------:---------
B-7S 4/28/87 : 

8/18/87 : 
10/ 19 / 87: 

<0.01 

<0 . 01 

0 . 11 : , 0.90 
0 . 12 : • 0.40 

<0.005 : <0.05 

2 .5 
0 . 08 : 

<0 . 02- : 

55 
58 

<0 . 1 

1.4 .. , 
7 . 3 

0 . 05 

<0 . 05 : 
'<o ."05 I 
<0 . 05 : 

2 . 4 
22 

0.17 
------------------ :--------- :---------:--------- ---------: --------- --------- --------- :---------
B-7D 4/28 / 87 : 

8/18/87 : 
10/19/ 87: 

<0 . 01 

<0 . 01 

<0 . 005 
<0 .005 : 
<0 . 005 . : 

<0 . 05 
<0 . 05 
<0 . 05 

------------------:---------:---------: ---------
B-8D 4/28 /87 ' <0 . 01 0 . 007 <0.05 ' 8/18/87 : <0.005 0 .22 

10/19/87: <0 . 01 <0 .005 <0.05 

Note : 
All results expressed in mg / 1 
4/28/87 & 8/18/87 - Unfiltered samples (Tota l) 
10/19/87 - F i lte red samples (Dissoved) 

<0 . 02 
0 .03 : 

<0 . 02 : 

<0 . 1 
<0 . 1 
<0.1 

---------:---------
0.03 <0.1 
0.14 <0.1 
0 . 04 <0.1 

<0 . 03 
0 . 04 
0 . 04 

0 . 08 
0.21 
0.06 

<0 . 05 
<0.05 : 
<0 . 05 : 

0 . 039 
0 . 075 
0 . 054 

---------:---------
<0.05 
<0 . 05 
<0 . 05 

0 . 096 
0 .19 

0 .029 

C 

C 

C 

0 

0 

0 

0 

C 

0 



8.06 Cost Summary (Continued) 

grading and seeding. However, a cost of $1,017,200 and $907,200 to account 

for these same items should be added to the renovation of Building 11 and 

Buildings 11, 12, 30-32, respectively. Revising the above chart accordingly 

results in the following: 

Renovation 
Building Use Building 11 

Multipurpose $2,361,200 
-Warehouse 
-Office 
-Factory 

Apartments/ 
Condominiums 3,743,700 

Rent Subsidized 
Apartment Housing 3,032,900 

Elderly/Handi-
capped/Health 
Care Facility 4,152,200 

New 
Construction 

$1,967,500 
3,104,800 
2,306,400 

3,407,700 

3,073,700 

3,015,200 

Renovation 
Buildings 11, New 
12, 30-32 Construction 

$ 6,219,200 
$3,752,900 
7,197,000 
4,779,000 

·10,336,200 6,218,000 

7,011,200 7,102,700 

11,609,200 6,925,700 

To all of these costs would have to be added all site work, utilities and 

other miscellaneous costs. 

The preceding chart presumes that all areas of each of the buildings are 

either renovated or are newly constructed. Obviously there is a myriad of 

variations to this complete revamping. Only selected portions of buildings 

could be renovated. Only some of the building demolished. We cannot present 

costs for each of these variations. However, the square footage costs, demo

lition costs and other costs presented above should be adequate for evaluating, 

on a very gross basis, the construction cost estimates for other combinations. 



SECTION 9 - SUMMARY 

9.01 General 

The existing condition of the former Columbia Mills property has been 

described previously in this investigative report. It presents a written 

picture of an abandoned and partially demolished manufacturing plant contain

ing a substantial amount of containerized waste, some of which is character

ized as toxic. The perimeter fencing as well as some of the remaining 

structures are in a state of ruins. Virtually every window in every building 

is broken, rubble is strewn across the plant area, the ruins of a major fire 

are visible from the main highway and the ·remaining structures continue to 

decay due to the deleterious effects of water and weather. This situation has 

left the County of Oswego and the Town of Minetto with a very public eyesore 

and a liability in regards to public safety. 

It has also been shown that rehabilitation of selected structures is 

costly, generally more so than the cost of new construction for the same use. 

It is also a gamble for the funding agency if lease agreements are not acquired 

prior to rehabilitation. 

In summary, we feel that unless the County of Oswego is very confident of 

obtaining a usage commitment from a potential tenant/owner who is willing to 

commit building renovation dollars, the remaining structures should be raised 

and the property restored to a condition where new facilities could be con

structed to meet the occupants specifications. 

9.02 Recommendations 

It is recommended that the County of Oswego engage the services of a 

hazardous waste dispusal contractor to remove all in-structure containerized 

waste, raise the remaining structures, remove all known buried chemical/ 

solvent tanks from the site, bury on site all building rubble, cover the 



9.02 Recommendations (Continued) 

buried materia l with fill, grade and seed. In addition, it is recommended 

that until these actions are complete, a chain link fence be installed around 

the perimeter of the former plant area to preclude continued access by the 

public. As a final item, it is recommended that the on-site stream culverts 

be cleaned and that a permanent overflow weir be constructed at the pond out

let to mitigate upstream flooding. 

We have reviewed and evaluated the use of force account vs. private con

tract labor to accomplish the site cleanup. Due to the specialized nature of 

.containerized waste removal and building demolition, we would recommend that 

the County contract this work out to private firms. We also feel that the 

construction of any pond regulating device should also be let for private 

contract. This thinking is based on the fact that adequate forces may not be 

able to be conmitted for a long enough time period to accomplish the work over 

a short time period. Also, the Co.unty would assume a degree of liability 

should the pond outlet get plugged during construction and cause upstream 

flood damage. 

We do feel that the County Public Works forces have sufficient equipment 

and knowledge to perform fence installation, culvert cleaning, burial of rubble, 

filling, grading and seeding. In fact, the fencing work could and should 

begin immediately to preclude the continued entrance of unauthorized persons 

on the site. Past projects, mentioned previously, have demonstrated skill in 

performing earthmoving and grading work. 

It would be to the County's benefit to have dialogue with prospective 

demolition contractors to ascertain any work that they (the County) could do 

to aid in the demolition process and thereby reduce the cost. Possibly burial 



9.02 Reconmendations (Continued) 

of the existing rubble prior to a demolition contractor entering the site 

would lower the demolition cost. This may be especially true in regards to 

the waste disposal hauler, making for easier access to the structures and the 

containerized waste. 

* 

The estimated cost for the recommended plan follows: 

Fencing 

Waste Removal In-Plant 
and Container Removal 
in Dump Area 

Demolition 

Debris Burial, 
Rough Grading 

Fine Grading 

Seeding/Mulching 

Overflow Contro 1 

Structure Culvert 
Cleaning 

$ 24,000 

500,000 

410,000 

68,000 

40,700 

21,500 

20,000 

1,000 
$1,085,200 

Say $1,090,000 

* 

( County Forces) 

(Est. Following Some Testing to 
Verity Contents, Private Contract) 

(Private Contract) 

( County Forces) 

(County Forces) 

( County Forces) 

(Private Contract) 

(County Forces) 

This figure is an order of magnitude verbal first guess estimate from a 

~ waste disposal company not knowing specifically the contents of the 

containerized material and not knowing the quantity or limits of the burried 

containers in the landfill area. It does include the removal of the visible 

barrels at the western pond and includes pumping out, filling and leaving the 

burried chemical tanks rather than removing them. At this time we do not 

have, and are not expecting, any written confirmation of this figure. 

However, a written estimate of the cost of an analysis program to further 

define the situation and enable a more accurate cost estimate to be prepared 

is anticipated in the near future. 
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