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Where to Find Information

Access project documents through the
DECinfo Locator and at these locations:
https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/data/DecDocs/755010/

Tompkins County Public Library
101 East Green Street

Ithaca, NY 14850

(607) 272-4557

Who to Contact

Comments and questions are welcome and
should be directed as follows:

Project-Related Questions
Karen Cahill, Project Manager
NYSDEC

5786 Widewaters Parkway
Syracuse, NY 13014

(315) 426-7432
karen.cahill@dec.ny.gov

Project-Related Health Questions
Anthony Peretta

NYSDOH

Empire State Plaza

Corning Tower, Room 1787
Albany, NY 12237

(518) 402-7860
beei@health.ny.gov

For more information about New York’s State
Superfund Program, visit:
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-
protection/site-cleanup/brownfield-and-state-
superfund-programs/state-superfund-sites

FACT SHEET

State Superfund Program

Morse Industrial Corporation

620 South Aurora Street
Ithaca, Tompkins County

SITE No. 755010

April 2025 NYSDEC REGION 7

Cleanup Activities Continue at State Superfund Site

Planned modifications and additional enhancements of remedial actions
to address groundwater contamination are beginning at the Morse
Industrial Corporation site (site), located at 620 South Aurora Street in
Ithaca, Tompkins County, under New York’s State Superfund Program.
The cleanup actions will be performed by Emerson Electric Company
(remedial party) with oversight from New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) pursuant to the Amended
Record of Decision issued in 2021. Please see the map below for the site
location.

e Access project documents online through the DECinfo Locator:
https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/data/DecDocs/755010/

e Documents also are available at the location identified at left
under “Where to find information.”

The site is listed as a Class 2 site in the State Registry of Inactive
Hazardous Waste Sites (list of State Superfund sites). A Class 2 site
represents a significant threat to public health or the environment and
requires action.

Highlights of the Upcoming Cleanup Activities: The goal of the
cleanup action at the site is to achieve levels that protect public health
and the environment. The amended site cleanup actions include:
e Expanding the existing groundwater extraction and treatment
system.
¢ Containment and re-routing of three bedrock groundwater seeps
to outfalls monitored under the State Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System.
e Enhancing groundwater monitoring.
e Collection of petroleum in on-site wells for off-site disposal.
e Recording an environmental easement to control future land use
and ensure implementation of the site management plan.

A site-specific health and safety plan and a community air monitoring
plan will be implemented during remediation activities. Both plans
establish procedures to protect on-site workers and residents and include
required air monitoring as well as dust and odor suppression measures.
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Next Steps: After cleanup activities are completed, the
remedial party will prepare a Final Engineering Report.
The report will describe the completed cleanup
activities and certify that cleanup requirements have
been or will be achieved.

NYSDEC will keep the public informed throughout the
cleanup of the site.

Site Description: The 60-acre former manufacturing
plant site is comprised of two tax parcels located in the
town and city of Ithaca. The site is bordered by Aurora
Street to the east; undeveloped, steep woodlands to
the south and southwest; and residential
neighborhoods to the north and northwest. The site
contains a series of interconnected buildings
constructed into a bedrock slope, along with associated
access roads and parking lots. The plant formerly
manufactured steel industrial roller chain, bearing, and
clutching for the power transmission industry until
operations ceased in 2009. The plant has been vacant
since 2011, except maintenance and security staff.

The remedy for the site was amended in 2021 to allow
for more restricted uses that align with the planned
redevelopment of the site, which includes a mix of
residential, commercial, and industrial uses. A majority
of the site was cleaned up to restricted-residential use
standards, while smaller areas of the site were
remediated to commercial or industrial use standards.
As described in the amended Record of Decision, the
sitewide remedy will be protective for the various
planned uses of the site. The amended remedy was
developed following a comprehensive supplemental
investigation completed in 2017 which identified
additional areas of concern based on more stringent
cleanup goals. Additional cleanup activities conducted
based on the results of the supplemental investigation
included the excavation and off-site disposal of over
8,600 tons of contaminated soil. The remaining
components of the amended remedy described above
are expected to begin in May 2025 and take
approximately three months to complete.

Additional site details, including environmental and
health assessment summaries, are available on
NYSDEC's Environmental Site Remediation Database
(by entering the site ID, 755010) at:
https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/cfmx/extapps/derexternal/in
dex.cfm?pageid=3

State Superfund Program: New York's State
Superfund Program (SSF) identifies and characterizes
suspected inactive hazardous waste disposal sites.
Sites that pose a significant threat to public health
and/or the environment go through a process of
investigation, evaluation, cleanup and monitoring.

NYSDEC attempts to identify parties responsible for
site contamination and require cleanup before
committing State funds.

For more information about the SSF, visit:
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/site-
cleanup/brownfield-and-state-superfund-
programs/state-superfund-sites

We encourage you to share this fact sheet with
neighbors and tenants, and/or post this fact sheet in a
prominent area of your building for others to see.

Stay Informed With DEC Delivers

Sign up to receive site updates by email:
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/site-
cleanup/regional-remediation-project-
information/environmental-cleanup-email-newsletters

Note: Please disregard if you already have signed up and
received this fact sheet electronically.

DECinfo Locator

Interactive map to access DEC documents and

public data about the environmental quality of specific
sites: https://dec.ny.gov/maps/interactive-maps/decinfo-locator
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Translation Available. Don’t see your language? Ask!

To request to have this document translated into your preferred language, please contact the

English person below. There is no charge for the translation.
Espaiiol Para solicitar la traduccion de este documento al idioma que prefiera, comuniquese con la
Spanish persona que aparece abajo. La traduccion es gratis.
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Simplified Chinese

Pycckui YT10o6bI 3anpocnTb NepeBo 3TOro AOKYMEHTa Ha NPeanoYMTaembli Bamu A3biK, NOXanymcra,

Russian CBSDKMTECH C yKa3aHHbIM Hibke nuuoM. Mepeso npegocraensetcsa 6ecnnatHo.
WITIN YN 'T M YT UTIIXRD YU, TRIOY WK ['R VXVTUAIWAR DIVNIFRT T [ARD IX¥ [VAIN7IRD I¥
Yiddish [YOOIYAN OIRD [7XY VW 9IXT (VN . JOIIX |T'IIVAIX.
e 9 TR AR T SR AW FAE IR FA©, IR IE NG SEA FA TS
Bengali TN (B FPA| ARME Sy (T o TABE
e Ol =S HdSote HOZ HAGHADE Ot S0 S =M. HA MBlAE=
(=
Korean SYLIC

Kreyol Ayisyen Pou w fé demann tradiksyon dokiman sa a nan lang ou prefere a, tanpri kontakte moun ki anba

Haitian Creole

a. Ou p ap peye pou tradiksyon an.

Italiano Per richiedere la traduzione di questo documento nella tua lingua preferita, contatta la persona
Italian indicata qui sotto. La traduzione non prevede costi aggiuntivi.
Arabic KT ) 93 5 Ulae daa il ilaad andi | N (el il Jlaty) a3 dliadall elial ) aital) 138 daa 5 alhal
Polski Aby poprosi¢ o przettumaczenie tego dokumentu na preferowany jezyk, skontaktuj sie¢ z osobg
Polish wskazang ponizej. Tlumaczenie nie jest odptatne.
Francais Veuillez contacter la personne mentionnée ci-dessous afin de procéder a votre demande de
French traduction de document pour votre langage de préférence. La traduction est gratuite.
JJJ‘ 0 S )y w2 S e Sl el S S Gl 50 (S 1 S (e b)) a5 S a8 sl )
Urdu mo e &S S Sy

Karen Cahill | Phone: (315) 426-7432 | Email: karen.cahill@dec.ny.gov
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