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April 8, 2011  
 
Mr. Michael Mason, P.E. 
Mr. Vivek Nattanmai, P.E. 
Division of Environmental Remediation 
NYSDEC 
625 Broadway 
Albany, New York 12233-7013 
 
Re: Asbestos Abatement and Demolition Activities Summary 

Former Diamond Cleaners 
 717 Lake Street 
 Elmira, New York 

NYSDEC Site #80-8030 
 
Dear Mr. Mason and Mr. Nattanmai: 
 
Groundwater & Environmental Services, Inc. (GES) is pleased to present this enclosed Asbestos Abatement and 
Demolition Activities Summary for the above referenced site.  This report summarizes activities conducted 
during the asbestos abatement and demolition of the Former Diamond Cleaners building located at 717 Lake 
Street in the City of Elmira, NY.   
 
All asbestos-containing material was removed from the site prior to demolition of the building. Currently, the 
site contains the remaining intact slab foundation in preparation for future remedial efforts. If you have any 
questions or comments, please contact us (800) 220-3069. 
 
Sincerely, 
GROUNDWATER & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, INC. 
 
 
 
Richard A. Mayer Jr. 
Staff Hydrogeologist 
 
 
 
Justin Domago 
Project Manager 
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NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 
DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENTAL REMEDIATION 
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Prepared By: 
 
 
 

______________________ 
Richard A. Mayer Jr. – Staff Hydrogeologist 
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_____________________ 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
Groundwater & Environmental Services, Inc, (GES) of North Syracuse, New York, was contracted by the 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) to provide coordination and 
oversight for the asbestos abatement and demolition of the Former Diamond Cleaners in Elmira, NY. Onsite 
activities included the removal and disposal of asbestos-containing materials from the building followed by 
demolition and disposal of the structure as outlined in the February 9, 2011 Demolition Work Plan. This 
report provides a summary of the asbestos abatement and demolition activities. 
 
 
2.0 SITE BACKGROUND 
 
The Former Diamond Cleaners site contains approximately 0.28 acres and is located at 717 Lake Street in the 
City of Elmira, NY (Figure 1). The property previously consisted of a single story commercial cement 
masonry building on a slab foundation that was used as a dry cleaning facility. A subsurface investigation 
has been previously conducted at the site which identified soil and groundwater contamination resulting from 
former site activities. As part of the preparation for future remedial actions, the building was razed to the slab 
foundation with the slab left intact.  
 
An asbestos survey was conducted by MACTEC in April 2010 in which asbestos-containing materials 
(ACM) were identified in some of the former building materials. Additionally, several fluorescent light 
fixtures, polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB) containing ballasts, and mercury thermostats were also present in 
the structure. Prior to building demolition, all ACM, fluorescent light fixtures, PCB containing ballasts, and 
mercury thermostats were removed from the site. 
 
 
3.0 ASBESTOS ABATEMENT 
 
Asbestos abatement services were provided by Abscope Environmental, Inc. (Abscope) of Canastota, NY 
(asbestos license #29339) from February 14th through February 17th, 2011. Third party air monitoring and 
laboratory testing was conducted by Empire Geo Services, Inc. (SJB) of Hamburg, NY (asbestos license 
#29433). All ACM previously identified in the April 2010 asbestos survey conducted by MACTEC was 
removed from the building as outlined in the Demolition Work Plan dated February 9, 2011 with the 
exception of the window caulk. Due to the construction of the exterior windows, their entire removal was not 
possible without forcibly removing the surrounding masonry block and thus potentially releasing airborne 
asbestos fibers. To prevent asbestos fibers from becoming airborne, the asbestos containing caulk was wetted 
down and scraped away from the window frames. Once removed, the caulk was wrapped in two layers of 
polyethylene sheeting and placed in a roll off container for transport offsite.  
 
During the removal of ACM from the building, approximately 100 square feet of suspected ACM ceiling tile 
was identified by the onsite SJB representative. Due to the time required to obtain confirmation samples of 
this suspected ACM, approval was granted by the NYSDEC to remove the ceiling tiles. The ceiling tiles 
were lifted out of their frames and wrapped in two layers of polyethylene sheeting and placed in the ACM 
roll off container for transport offsite.  
 
At the conclusion of the asbestos abatement, approximately 2.47 tons of ACM was removed from the 
building and disposed of at High Acres Landfill in Fairport, NY. Post abatement air monitoring and 
confirmation sampling was conducted by SJB to document removal of all ACM from the building prior to 
demolition. The results of the air monitoring and confirmation samples were sent directly to the NYSDEC. 
Photographic documentation of asbestos abatement activities are included in Appendix A. Additionally, daily 
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field reports documenting asbestos abatement activities are included in Appendix B. ACM waste manifests 
are provided in Appendix C. 
 
 
4.0 HAZARDOUS / UNIVERSIAL WASTE REMOVAL 
 
Hazardous and/or universal waste at the site was collected and removed from the building prior to demolition 
activities. This included fluorescent light fixtures, PCB containing ballasts, and mercury thermostats. 
Approximately 15 kilograms of fluorescent light fixtures and one mercury thermostat was packaged 
separately and transported by Abscope to Solvents and Petroleum Service, Inc. of Syracuse, NY for disposal. 
Additionally, 77 kilograms of PCB containing ballasts was transported and disposed of by Veolia 
Environmental Services, Inc. of Stoughton, MA. Waste manifests are provided in Appendix C.  
 
 
5.0 BUILDING DEMOLITION 
 
Demolition services were provided by Abscope from March 8th through March 11th, 2011. Prior to building 
demolition, confirmation from SJB was obtained to verify that the building was clear of all ACM. 
Additionally, all hazardous and/or universal wastes were removed from the building and transported to the 
appropriate facility for disposal. All utilities were confirmed disconnected and were capped and/or plugged. 
Demolition permit #11-01 was issued by the Chemung County Code Enforcement Office to conduct 
demolition activities. A copy of the demolition permit is provided in Appendix D.  
 
The building demolition was conducted as outlined in the Demolition Work Plan dated February 9, 2011 with 
the exception of encountering additional site preparation. To assist in the transportation of demolition debris 
offsite, the removal of one large ash tree from the northern property boundary was granted by the NYSDEC. 
After removal of the tree, a hydraulic excavator was used to demolish the building in sections starting from 
the back of the property and moving forward to the east. The demolition debris was sorted and processed for 
offsite disposal. Approximately 262 tons of construction and demolition (C&D) debris was removed from the 
site and disposed of at Hakes C&D Landfill in Painted Post, NY. Additionally, approximately 9.4 gross tons 
(GT) of steel was removed from the site and transported to Shulman Inc. of Elmira, NY for recycling.  
 
All building debris was removed from the site and the remaining slab foundation was swept clean with a 
broom. Upon request from the NYSDEC, a snow fence was installed around the perimeter of the slab 
foundation to protect the public from potential trip hazards. Photographic documentation of demolition 
activities are included in Appendix A. Daily field reports documenting demolition activities are included in 
Appendix B. Weigh tickets for the C&D debris and recycled steel are provided in Appendix C.    
 
During demolition of the building, particulate air monitoring was provided by GES to monitor the levels of 
fugitive dust. One particulate sampler was placed upwind to monitor background levels and two particulate 
samplers were placed downwind to monitor dust resulting from demolition activities. Visual confirmation 
that dust was confined to the property during building demolition was observed by GES personnel. 
Additionally, the particulate samplers did not record a result above the pre-established suppression threshold 
of 100 µg/m3. The particulate levels recorded during air monitoring are included in Appendix E. 
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6.0 SUMMARY 
 
In summary, the asbestos abatement and demolition activities that occurred at the subject site beginning on 
February 14th, 2011 included the following: 

 The removal of approximately 2.47 tons of ACM from the former building. 

 Third party confirmation that all ACM was removed from the building prior to demolition. 

 The removal of all fluorescent light fixtures, PCB containing ballasts, and mercury thermostats from the 
former building.   

 Demolition of the building and sorting of the debris as outlined in the February 9th, 2011 Demolition 
Work Plan. 

 The removal of approximately 262 tons of C&D debris and the recycling of 9.4 tons of steel from the 
site. 

 Air monitoring of particulate levels confirmed fugitive dust remained confined to the property. 
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APPENDIX A – Photographic Documentation 
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Photo Log 
NYSDEC Former Diamond Cleaners Site #80-8030 
Elmira, New York 
April 8, 2011 
 

 
Photo #1: February 15, 2011 – Asbestos abatement preparation office area. 

 

 
Photo #2: February 15, 2011 – Asbestos abatement preparation front entry area. 
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Photo Log 
NYSDEC Former Diamond Cleaners Site #80-8030 
Elmira, New York 
April 8, 2011 
 

 
Photo #3: February 17, 2011 – ACM removal from roof flashing (back of building). 

 

 
Photo #4: February 17, 2011 – ACM removal from roof flashing (center of building). 
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Photo Log 
NYSDEC Former Diamond Cleaners Site #80-8030 
Elmira, New York 
April 8, 2011 
 

 
Photo #5: February 17, 2011 – ACM removal from roof flashing (front of building). 

 

 
Photo #6: February 17, 2011 – ACM removal of window caulking. 
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Photo Log 
NYSDEC Former Diamond Cleaners Site #80-8030 
Elmira, New York 
April 8, 2011 
 

 
Photo #7: February 18, 2011 – ACM removal of tile/cement board from front/office area.  

 

 
Photo #8: February 18, 2011 – ACM removal of tile from front/office area.  
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Photo Log 
NYSDEC Former Diamond Cleaners Site #80-8030 
Elmira, New York 
April 8, 2011 
 

 
Photo #9: February 18, 2011 – ACM removal of tile from front entry area. 

 

 
Photo #10: February 18, 2011 – ACM removal of tile from bathroom area. 
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Photo Log 
NYSDEC Former Diamond Cleaners Site #80-8030 
Elmira, New York 
April 8, 2011 
 

 
Photo #11: February 18, 2011 – Post ACM removal. 

 

 
Photo #12: March 8, 2011 – Gas utility disconnect.  
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Photo Log 
NYSDEC Former Diamond Cleaners Site #80-8030 
Elmira, New York 
April 8, 2011 
 

 
Photo #13: March 8, 2011 – Initiation of demolition activities (back of building).  

 

 
Photo #14: March 8, 2011 – Demolition of building southern wall.  
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Photo Log 
NYSDEC Former Diamond Cleaners Site #80-8030 
Elmira, New York 
April 8, 2011 
 

 
Photo #15: March 8, 2011 – Removal of steel from demolition debris.  

 

 
Photo #16: March 8, 2011 – Demolition of central portion of the building.  
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Photo Log 
NYSDEC Former Diamond Cleaners Site #80-8030 
Elmira, New York 
April 8, 2011 
 

 
Photo #17: March 8, 2011 – Building demolition (looking northeast).  

 

 
Photo #18: March 9, 2011 – Sorting of demolition debris.  
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Photo Log 
NYSDEC Former Diamond Cleaners Site #80-8030 
Elmira, New York 
April 8, 2011 
 

 
Photo #19: March 11, 2011 – Post building demolition (looking northwest).  

 

 
Photo #20: March 11, 2011 – Post building demolition (looking east). 
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APPENDIX B – Daily Field Reports 
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APENDIX C – Waste Manifests and Weigh Tickets 
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APENDIX D – Demolition Permit 
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APENDIX E – Particulate Monitoring Data 
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