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February 25, 2020 

Mr. George F. Momberger, P.E. 
Environmental Engineer 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
Division of Environmental Remediation 
NYSDEC 
625 Broadway 
Albany, NY 12233-7013 

RE – Stuart Olver Holtz Well Decommissioning 

Stuart Olver Holtz Remedial Construction 
39 Commerce Drive, Henrietta, NY  
NYSDEC Site N0. 828079 
URS WA D007622-08.1 

Dear Mr. Momberger, 

On March 26, 2018, the Department approved URS Corporation’s (URS) amendment for Work 
Assignment (WA) D007622-8 which included decommissioning of monitoring wells and piezometers 
not used for site monitoring per the Site Monitoring Plan (URS, March 2019) at the Stuart Olver Holtz 
(SOH) Site.  This letter has been prepared to document the activities associated with the May 28 - May 
31, 2019 monitoring well and piezometer decommissioning at the SOH Site. 

There were 44 monitoring wells and piezometers located on and off site.  Twenty-five monitoring wells 
and piezometers have been designated to be sampled as per the Site Management Plan (URS, March 
2019).  It was anticipated that up to 19 monitoring wells and piezometers would be decommissioned in 
accordance with NYSDEC’s CP-43: Groundwater Monitoring Well Decommissioning Policy.  In April 
of 2019, the Department requested an additional five wells be decommissioned, bringing the total number 
of wells to be decommissioned to 24.   

SITE ACTIVITIES 

URS mobilized to the site on May 28, 2019.  Well decommissioning services were provided by Nothnagle 
Drilling, Inc., a URS standby drilling subcontractor.  Between May 28 and May 31, 2019, a total of 22 
wells were decommissioned.  Two wells could not be located.  In an attempt to locate IPZ-2, the expected 
location was overdrilled to five feet below ground surface, however no evidence of a well was observed.  
On June 13, 2019, 2019, Nothnagle remobilized to the site to remove the stockpile of well construction 
materials from the decommissioning for off-site disposal. 

Daily construction reports were prepared and include well construction and well decommissioning logs 
for each monitoring well and piezometer decommissioned.  The Daily Construction Reports are provided 
as an attachment to this letter. 
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Please call me at (716) 856-5636 with any questions or comments. 

Sincerely, 

URS Corporation 

 

 
Charles E. Dusel Jr. 
Sr. Project Manager 
 
Attached: Daily inspection Report No. 65 through 69. 
 
 
File:  11176715/ C-1 
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ATTACHMENTS 
 
 
 

DAILY CONSTRUCTION REPORTS 



DAILY INSPECTION REPORT No. _65__ 
DATE:  __May 28th, 2019_________ 

 
STUART OLVER HOLTZ MONITORING WELL DECOMMISSIONING 
CONTRACTOR:  NOTHNAGLE DRILLING INC.   
NYSDEC SITE No.  828079  NYSDEC CONTRACT No. D007622-8.1 

J:\Projects\11176715\Construction Oversight\Well Decommissioning\report.hw828079.2019-05-28.Stuart_Olver_Holtz_URSDCINo65.docx 

TEMPERATURE:  50S  
WIND: MODERATE   

 SKIES:  Overcast  
PRECIPITATION: MID DAY DRIZZLE 

 
DESCRIPTION OF WORK PERFORMED BY CONTRACTOR 
 
Nothnagle Drilling Inc., represented by Neal Short and Anthony Farrell, arrived on site at 0800 and mobilized 
equipment to prepare for well decommissioning in accordance with the requirements of NYSDEC’s CP-43 
Groundwater Monitoring Well Decommissioning Policy.  A total of 24 monitoring wells and piezometers were 
slated for decommissioning at the Site. 
 
Four wells were decommissioned (OW-3R, URS-01, URS-03, URS-14).  The monitoring well protective casing and 
two-inch diameter PVC riser for URS-01, URS-03 and URS-14 were removed entirely using a winch cable.  The 
boreholes were grouted in place with approximately 5 gallons of grout to the ground surface.  The outer steel 
protective casing was also removed. 
 
The area around wells OW-03R and OW-4R were excavated to five feet below ground surface to expose the steel 
pipe.  The four-inch diameter black iron riser and eight-inch diameter outer steel casing were cut at approximately 
five feet below ground surface.  The remaining riser pipe for OW-3R were tremie grouted in place with 
approximately 30 gallons of grout.  Approximately 35 gallons of grout were used for OW-4R.  After grouting was 
complete, the excavation was backfilled using the excavated soil.  Nothnagle will complete the decommissioning 
OW-04R on May 29th. 
 
 
PERSONNEL ON-SITE: 

Affiliation Hours Logged 

Nothnagle Drilling Inc. 
Neal Short 
Anthony Farrell

0800 – 1600 

 
VISITORS: 
Name Representing Time (from – to) Comments 
   
   
   
 
EQUIPMENT AT SITE:   

Contractor Equipment Hours Logged 
Nothnagle Drilling Inc. Skid Steer 0800 – 1600 
Nothnagle Drilling Inc. CME Truck Mounted Drill Rig 0800 – 1600 
Nothnagle Drilling Inc. Delivery and equipment truck 0800 – 1600 
 
PREPARED BY: Ernest Thalhamer TITLE: Staff Geologist 
 
REVIEWED BY: Chuck Dusel TITLE: Project Manager 
  



DAILY INSPECTION REPORT No. _65__ 
DATE:  __May 28th, 2019_________ 

 
STUART OLVER HOLTZ MONITORING WELL DECOMMISSIONING 
CONTRACTOR:  NOTHNAGLE DRILLING INC.   
NYSDEC SITE No.  828079  NYSDEC CONTRACT No. D007622-8.1 
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Photo No. 1 – Driller set up on URS-03 to begin well abandonment   
 

 























DAILY INSPECTION REPORT No. _66__ 
DATE:  __May 29th, 2019_________ 

 
STUART OLVER HOLTZ MONITORING WELL DECOMMISSIONING 
CONTRACTOR:  NOTHNAGLE DRILLING INC.   
NYSDEC SITE No.  428079  NYSDEC CONTRACT No. D007622-8.1 
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TEMPERATURE:  50S  
WIND: MODERATE   

 SKIES:  Overcast  
PRECIPITATION: NONE 

 
DESCRIPTION OF WORK PERFORMED BY CONTRACTOR 
 
Nothnagle Drilling Inc., represented by Neal Short and Anthony Farrell, arrived on site at 0730 and mobilized 
equipment to prepare for well decommissioning in accordance with the requirements of NYSDEC’s CP-43 
Groundwater Monitoring Well Decommissioning Policy.  Four of 24 monitoring wells and piezometers have been 
decommissioned prior to the start of fieldwork today. 
 
The decommissioning of monitoring well OW-4R that was started on May 28, 2019 was completed by backfilling 
the excavation using the excavated soil.  The monitoring well protective casing and two-inch diameter PVC riser for 
six wells (B3/PZ-2, MW-2, SW-33, SW-37, URS-10, URS-12) were removed entirely using a winch cable.  The 2-
inch diameter by 22-foot deep PVC riser of URS-11 broke off at approximately seven feet below ground surface 
during removal.  The screens were left in place. The outer steel protective casing was also removed.  The boreholes 
were grouted in place with approximately 5 gallons of grout to the ground surface (bgs). 
 
 
PERSONNEL ON-SITE: 

Affiliation Hours Logged 

Nothnagle Drilling Inc. 
Neal Short 
Anthony Farrell

0730 – 1600 

 
VISITORS: 
Name Representing Time (from – to) Comments 
   
   
   
 
EQUIPMENT AT SITE:   

Contractor Equipment Hours Logged 
Nothnagle Drilling Inc. Skid Steer 0730 – 1600 
Nothnagle Drilling Inc. CME Truck Mounted Drill Rig 0730 – 1600 
Nothnagle Drilling Inc. Delivery and equipment truck 0730 – 1600 
 
PREPARED BY: Ernest Thalhamer TITLE: Staff Geologist 
 
REVIEWED BY: Chuck Dusel TITLE: Project Manager 
  



DAILY INSPECTION REPORT No. _66__ 
DATE:  __May 29th, 2019_________ 

 
STUART OLVER HOLTZ MONITORING WELL DECOMMISSIONING 
CONTRACTOR:  NOTHNAGLE DRILLING INC.   
NYSDEC SITE No.  428079  NYSDEC CONTRACT No. D007622-8.1 
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Photo No. 1 –Drilling rig set up at URS-07 
 

 









































DAILY INSPECTION REPORT No. _67__ 
DATE:  __May 30th, 2019_________ 

 
STUART OLVER HOLTZ WELL MONITORING WELL DECOMMISSIONING 
CONTRACTOR:  NOTHNAGLE DRILLING INC.   
NYSDEC SITE No.  828079  NYSDEC CONTRACT No. D007622-8.1  
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TEMPERATURE:  50S  
WIND: MODERATE   

 SKIES:  Overcast  
PRECIPITATION: NONE 

 
DESCRIPTION OF WORK PERFORMED BY CONTRACTOR 
 
Nothnagle Drilling Inc., represented by Neal Short and Anthony Farrell, arrived on site at 0730 and mobilized 
equipment to prepare for well decommissioning in accordance with the requirements of NYSDEC’s CP-43 
Groundwater Monitoring Well Decommissioning Policy.  Twelve of 24 monitoring wells and piezometers have been 
decommissioned prior to the start of fieldwork today. 
 
Six wells were decommissioned (OW-1S, OW-1R, OW-2S, OW-2R, SW-32, URS-07).  Well SW-32 steel 
protective casing and 2-inch PVC riser was removed entirely using a winch cable and grouted to the ground surface.  
URS-07 broke at ground surface during removal using a winch cable.  URS-07 was therefore overdrilled to five feet 
below ground surface and then grouted to the ground surface.  Well IPZ-2 appeared to have been previously 
abandoned.  The location of where IPZ-2 was expected was overdrilled to 5’ below ground surface, with no signs of 
an existing well and then grouted to the ground surface. 
 
The area around wells OW-1S, OW-1R, OW-2S and OW-2R, were excavated to approximately five feet below 
ground surface to expose the outer steel pipe.  The four-inch diameter black iron riser and eight-inch diameter outer 
steel casing were cut at approximately five feet below ground surface.  The remaining riser pipe were tremie grouted 
in place with approximately 16 gallons of grout for OW-1S; 15 gallons of grout for OW-2S; 30 gallons of grout for 
OW-1R; and 32 gallons of grout for OW-2R.  After grouting was complete, each excavation was backfilled using 
the excavated soil.   
 
 
PERSONNEL ON-SITE: 

Affiliation Hours Logged 

Nothnagle Drilling Inc. 
Neal Short 
Anthony Farrell

0730 – 1600 

 
VISITORS: 
Name Representing Time (from – to) Comments 
   
   
   
 
EQUIPMENT AT SITE:   

Contractor Equipment Hours Logged 
Nothnagle Drilling Inc. Skid Steer 0730 – 1600 
Nothnagle Drilling Inc. CME Truck Mounted Drill Rig 0730 – 1600 
Nothnagle Drilling Inc. Delivery and equipment truck 0730 – 1600 
 
PREPARED BY: Ernest Thalhamer TITLE: Staff Geologist 
 
REVIEWED BY: Chuck Dusel TITLE: Project Manager 
  



DAILY INSPECTION REPORT No. _67__ 
DATE:  __May 30th, 2019_________ 

 
STUART OLVER HOLTZ WELL MONITORING WELL DECOMMISSIONING 
CONTRACTOR:  NOTHNAGLE DRILLING INC.   
NYSDEC SITE No.  828079  NYSDEC CONTRACT No. D007622-8.1  
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Photo No. 1 –Excavating to 5’ BGS at wells OW-2S and OW-2R 
 

 
 
Photo No. 2 –OW-2S and OW-2R exposed to 5’ BGS 
 

 



DAILY INSPECTION REPORT No. _67__ 
DATE:  __May 30th, 2019_________ 

 
STUART OLVER HOLTZ WELL MONITORING WELL DECOMMISSIONING 
CONTRACTOR:  NOTHNAGLE DRILLING INC.   
NYSDEC SITE No.  828079  NYSDEC CONTRACT No. D007622-8.1  
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Photo No. 3 –OW-2S with casing and riser cut at 5’BGS.  The demolished pieces of concrete surface seal and 
cement/bentonite grout was left at the bottom of the excavation. 
 

 











































DAILY INSPECTION REPORT No. _68__
DATE:  __May 31st, 2019_________

STUART OLVER HOLTZ MONITORING WELL DECOMMISSIONING
CONTRACTOR:  NOTHNAGLE DRILLING INC.
NYSDEC SITE No.  828079 NYSDEC CONTRACT No. D007622-8.1

TEMPERATURE: 50S

WIND: MODERATE

SKIES: Overcast
PRECIPITATION: NONE

DESCRIPTION OF WORK PERFORMED BY CONTRACTOR (at the time of URS site visit)

Nothnagle Drilling Inc., represented by Neal Short and Anthony Farrell, arrived on site at 0730 and mobilized 
equipment to prepare for well decommissioning in accordance with the requirements of NYSDEC’s CP-43
Groundwater Monitoring Well Decommissioning Policy. Nineteen of 24 monitoring wells and piezometers have 
been decommissioned prior to the start of fieldwork today.

Nothnagle completed abandonment of four wells (OW-7R, OW-8S, OW-10S, OW-11S). Well OW-11S steel 
protective casing and 2-inch steel riser was removed entirely using a winch cable and grouted to the ground surface.  
The area around wells OW-10S was overdrilled to approximately five feet below ground surface. The two-inch 
diameter black iron riser pipe was cut at approximately five feet below ground surface.  The area around wells OW-
7R, OW-8S were excavated to approximately five feet below ground surface to expose the outer steel pipe.  The 
four-inch diameter black iron riser and eight-inch diameter outer steel casing were cut at approximately five feet 
below ground surface.  The remaining riser pipe were tremie grouted in place with approximately 30 gallons of 
grout for OW-7R; 20 gallons of grout for OW-8S; 5 gallons of grout for OW-10S; and 5 gallons of grout for OW-
11S.  After grouting was complete, each excavation was backfilled using the excavated soil. The surface of OW-
10S was restored with approximately 4-inches of blacktop patch.

Monitoring well OW-9S could not be located.  No action was taken at the location the OW-9S was expected to be.
At the completion of well decommissioning, Nothnagle demobilized their equipment from the site.  The well 
materials (i.e., well risers and protective casings) removed from the wells were left on site for off-site disposal by 
Nothnagle at a later date.

In summary, 22 wells were decommissioned.  Two wells slated for abandonment could not be located.  One of the 
locations where the well was expected but not located was overdrilled and grouted to the surface.

PERSONNEL ON-SITE:
Affiliation Hours Logged

Nothnagle Drilling Inc.
Neal Short
Anthony Farrell

0730 – 1530

VISITORS:
Name Representing Time (from – to) Comments

EQUIPMENT AT SITE:

Contractor Equipment Hours Logged
Nothnagle Drilling Inc. Skid Steer 0730 – 1530
Nothnagle Drilling Inc. CME Truck Mounted Drill Rig 0730 – 1530
Nothnagle Drilling Inc. Delivery and equipment truck 0730 – 1530

PREPARED BY: Ernest Thalhamer TITLE: Staff Geologist

REVIEWED BY: Chuck Dusel TITLE: Project Manager



DAILY INSPECTION REPORT No. _68__
DATE:  __May 31st, 2019_________

STUART OLVER HOLTZ MONITORING WELL DECOMMISSIONING
CONTRACTOR:  NOTHNAGLE DRILLING INC.
NYSDEC SITE No.  828079 NYSDEC CONTRACT No. D007622-8.1

Photo No. 1 – Overdrilling top 5’ of riser at OW-10S  

Photo No. 2 – OW-10S after completion of abandonment and asphalt patched at surface



DAILY INSPECTION REPORT No. _68__
DATE:  __May 31st, 2019_________

STUART OLVER HOLTZ MONITORING WELL DECOMMISSIONING
CONTRACTOR:  NOTHNAGLE DRILLING INC.
NYSDEC SITE No.  828079 NYSDEC CONTRACT No. D007622-8.1

Photo No. 3 – Well construction materials stockpiled after the completion of decommissioning.



































DAILY INSPECTION REPORT No. _69__ 
DATE:  __June 13th, 2019_________ 

 
STUART OLVER HOLTZ MONITORING WELL DECOMMISSIONING 
CONTRACTOR:  NOTHNAGLE DRILLING INC.   
NYSDEC SITE No.  828079  NYSDEC CONTRACT No. D007622-8.1 

TEMPERATURE:  60S  
WIND: MODERATE   

 SKIES:  Partly cloudy  
PRECIPITATION: NONE 

DESCRIPTION OF WORK PERFORMED BY CONTRACTOR (URS was not on site) 

Nothnagle Drilling Inc., arrived on site, loaded well construction material stockpile for off-site disposal.  Before and 
after pictures below. 

PERSONNEL ON-SITE: 
Affiliation Hours Logged 

Nothnagle Drilling Inc.  0830 – 0900 

VISITORS: 
Name Representing Time (from – to) Comments 
None   

EQUIPMENT AT SITE:  
Contractor Equipment Hours Logged 

Nothnagle Drilling Inc. Equipment truck 0830 - 0900 

PREPARED BY: Ernest Thalhamer TITLE: Staff Geologist 

REVIEWED BY: Chuck Dusel TITLE: Project Manager 
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