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March 30, 1989

Mr. Ben Singh

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region II

26 Federal Plaza

New York, NY 10278

Reference: EPA Contract No. 68-01-7038; Work Assignment No. R02-01-64;
Corning Glass Works, Main Plant; EPA 1.D. No. NYD004971503;
CAPT LOIS Inspection

Dear Mr. Singh:

This letter summarizes the findings of a Corrective Action Prior to Loss of Interim Status (CAPT
LOIS) inspection conducted at Corning Glass Works, Main Plant, Corning, New York. The final
report is attached. The CAPT LOIS inspection is to evaluate the solid waste management units
(SWMUs) and other areas of concern to determine the need for corrective action.

The earliest operations at Corning Glass date back to the 1870s. Because of the age of the facility,
all of the manufacturing operations and waste management practices are not precisely known. The
site formerly consisted of three factories named A, B, and C. Factory A was used to manufacture
pyrexware and microwave dishes, and Factory B was used to manufacture pressed glass products.
Both Factories A and B are inactive and have been demolished. The only active glass
manufacturing at the site is the manufacturing of thermometer tubing at Factory C. In addition, the
facility currently has a trade shop and power plant also located at the site. The trade shop is a
machine shop and vehicle maintenance shop.

The only hazardous wastes currently generated at the site are dusts which contain EP toxic levels of
lead and arsenic (D0O08) from the active glass tank and mixhouse, and a small quantity of spent
solvents (D0O1). Previously, mold plating operations generated a chrome sludge (D007) and
electro-conductive coating of microwave dishware generated corrosive wastes (D002). Non-
hazardous waste oil is currently generated at the trade shop and power plant and is shipped off-site
for reclamation.

During the file review and site visit, 5 active and 13 inactive solid waste management units were
identified. There are no known or suspected releases from these units to require corrective action
prior to loss of interim status. All units which treated or stored hazardous wastes have been closed
under the supervision of NYSDEC. Currently, there are no active hazardous waste management
units at the site which store wastes for greater than 90-days.

If you have any questions regarding this letter and report, please call the undersigned.
incerely,

Jim Levin

Technical Director

enc.

cc M. Emile, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region I

J. Moran, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
C. Saunders, A.T. Kearney



J. Grieve, A.T. Kearney
W. Rohrer, DPRA Incorporated
L. Lai, Science Applications International Corporation
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

A.T. Kearney, Incorporated (ATK) received Work Assignment No. R02-01-64 from the U.S.
EPA, under Contract No. 68-01-7038, to conduct corrective action prior to loss of interim status
(CAPT LOIS) inspections in the State of New York. ATK has directed DPRA Incorporated
(DPRA) to provide the necessary assistance under this work assignment.

A CAPT LOIS inspection is organized similarly to a RCRA Facility Assessment (RFA). A CAPT
LOIS inspection consists of (1) a file review, similar to a preliminary review, and (2) a site visit,
similar to a visual site inspection. For this reason, a CAPT LOIS inspection sometimes is referred
to as a "limited RFA."

DPRA conducted a CAPT LOIS inspection at the Corning Glass Works, Main Plant, Corning,
New York. As the first phase of the inspection, DPRA conducted a file review at the offices of the
U.S. EPA Region II and the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
(NYSDEC) offices. As part of the file review, DPRA identified Solid Waste Management Units
(SWMUs) and any other areas of concern (AOCs) located at the facility. As the second phase of
the inspection, DPRA conducted a site visit at Corning Glass Works on March 8, 1989. DPRA
conducted the site visit to verify the information in the file materials, identify any additional
SWMUs and AOCs, and observe any evidence of releases from the SWMUSs or AOCs. Based on
the results of the site visit, DPRA has prepared and submitted this report to the U.S. EPA to reflect
the actual conditions at the Coming Glass Works. This report describes the facility and discusses
the findings of the file review and site visit.

Pertinent information regarding the facility is presented below:

Facility Name: Coming Glass Works, Main Plant
U.S. EPA ID No. NYD004971503
Address: Corning Glass

Corning, New York 14831



Facility Contact: Mr. Blake Manuel
Sr. Environmental Control Engineer

Telephone: (607) 974-6204

2.0 FACILITY DESCRIPTION

The Corning Glass Works, Main Plant is located in Corning, New York on the south bank of the
Chemung River. The location of the site is shown in Figure 1. The earliest operations at the site
date back to the 1870s. Because of the age of the facility, all of the manufacturing operations and
waste management practices are not precisely known. At its peak of operations the site had four
glass "tanks" which are furnaces used to melt the glass for forming. In addition, the plant had
several hand shops where glass was hand blown. The main plant was divided into three factories
named A, B, and C (See Figure 2). Of these three factories, only Factory C is still in operation.
Both Factories A and B are no longer active and have been recently demolished. Factory A was
used to manufacture pyrexware and microwave dishes and the B Factory was used to manufacture
pressed glass products. The only active glass manufacturing at the main plant is the manufacturing
of thermometer tubing in the C Factory. A trade shop and power plant are also located at the Main
Plant. The trade shop is a machine shop and vehicle maintenance shop used to service other
Corming Glass operations in and around the Corning area. All other operations at the Main Plant
are non-manufacturing (Ref. 32).

Operations at the site which have generated hazardous wastes are glass mixing, glass melting,
electro-conductive coating, chrome plating, and chemical laboratories (Ref. 12). Also, spent
solvents (D001) are generated from routine plant maintenance. Approximately one 55-gallon drum
of spent solvents is currently generated at the site per year (Ref. 32). Glass mixing, which is the
mixing of raw products to make glass, and off-gases from glass melting tanks generate dust which
is EP toxic for lead and arsenic (D0O08). Glass mixing and melting are the only hazardous waste
generating manufacturing processes remaining at the site. electro-conductive coating was
associated with the manufacturing of microwave dishes which was discontinued at the site in 1984
(Ref. 32). The electro-conductive coating was a tin-oxide coating that was applied to the glassware
to create heat during microwave cooking. This process generated corrosive liquids (D002) from
hydrochloric acid used in the coating process (Ref 12). The plant also had a chrome plating shop



Figure 1. Facility Location Map for Corning Glass Company

(Modified from Ref. 33)
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Figure 2. Factory Location Map
Corning Glass Works, Main Plant

(Modified from Ref. 32)
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located in Factory A to plate molds used in glass pressing operations. The chrome plating shop
had a chrome treatment system which discharged to a SPDES outfall until approximately 1983
(Ref. 32). The treatment system generated a sludge listed for chrome content (D007). Reportedly,
all listed hazardous wastes were/are shipped off-site for recovery or disposal and no hazardous
wastes have ever been treated or disposed of on-site (Ref. 32).

In addition to hazardous wastes, non-hazardous waste oils are generated. During the glass
manufacturing operations, quench water which was contaminated with hydraulic and lubricating
oils was separated prior to discharge out the SPDES outfall (Ref. 7). This waste stream is not
currently generated at the site. Small quantities of waste-oils are currently generated in the Power
Shop and Trade Shop. Waste oil currently generated at the site is drammed in 55-gallon drums
and shipped off-site. Facility personnel estimated that about eight drums are generated annually
(Ref. 32). The site also formerly operated a solid waste incinerator for steam generation (Ref. 13).

In August 1980, Corning Glass, Main Plant filed a Notification of Hazardous Waste Activity (Ref.
1) as a treatment, storage, and disposal facility (TSDF). A Part A Application (Ref. 3) was filed
in November of 1980 listing 24,655-gallons of container storage and a proposed vitrification
system which was never built (Ref. 32). Due to the decrease in manufacturing activities at the
Main Plant, the facility closed all of its RCRA-regulated units under NYSDEC (Ref. 31) and
currently seeks generator only status. At present, there are no greater than 90-day storage areas at
the site and no hazardous waste treatment or disposal units at the site. Prior to closure of the

greater than 90-day storage areas, the facility was an interim status TSD facility.

3.0 SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT UNITS

During the file review and site visit, fifteen solid waste management units (SWMUSs) were
identified at Corning Glass, Main Plant. Of these units only 5 are currently active. The units are:

Active Unit

o West Baghouse (SWMU 1)

o Waste Oil Accumulation Drum (SWMU 2)

o Solvent Accumulation Drum (SWMU 3)

o Powerhouse Oil/Water Separator (SWMU 4)
o Less Than 90-Day Storage Area (SWMU 5)



Inactive Uni

o North Baghouse (SWMU 6)

o West Mixhouse Dust Collector (SWMU 7)

o Hazardous Waste Hopper Storage Area (SWMU §)
o Hazardous Chemical Storage Area (SWMU 9)

o Hazardous Liquid Storage Tank (SWMU 10)

o Chrome Treatment System (SWMU 11)

o Pyrex Glass Treatment System (SWMU 12)

o Facet Emulsified Oil System (SWMU 13)

0 2A Oil/Water Separator (SWMU 14)

o SA Oil/Water Separator (SWMU 15)

o Old Powerhouse Oil/Water Separator (SWMU 16)
o Electrostatic Precipitator (SWMU 17)

0 Main Plant Incinerator (SWMU 18)

The location of these units is shown on Figure 3.

3.1 WEST BAGHOUSE (SWMU 1)
(Photograph 3)

Description:

The West Baghouse is located on the west side of Building 36 in Factory C. The baghouse
is designed to collect particulates from the active 2A tank and dust from the mixhouse. The
baghouse was built in 1974 (Ref. 32), and consists of four chambers and a cooling
chamber. The cooling chamber is presently used as a settling chamber for large
particulates prior to entering the baghouse. The particulates can be emptied from the
cooling chamber to an open polyflex bag located below the unit. Dust from the baghouse



Figure 3. SWMU Location Map
Corning Glass Works, Main Plant

(Modified from Ref. 32)
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chambers is collected in polyflex bags which are located below the elevated chambers.
Both the cooling chamber and baghouse chambers are steel and elevated above-ground.

Status:

This unit is not RCRA-regulated and is currently active. The unit is permitted by NYSDEC
as an air contamination source (Ref. 32).

Waste Type:

This unit is used to manage air emissions from tank 2A and the mixhouse. The waste is
considered EP toxic for lead and arsenic. The waste is manifested as D008 (Ref. 32).

Waste Management:

Hazardous dusts from this unit are accumulated in polyflex bags prior to shipment off-site.
The bags are approximately three feet on a side and four feet high and are stored on
wooden pallets in an enclosed room with a concrete floor. The bags from the baghouse
chambers are completely sealed so that dust cannot escape to the environment (Photograph
12). The polyflex bag from the cooling chamber is located outdoors and is not sealed
(Photograph 4). The bags are stored either in the enclosed room below the baghouse or in
the less than 90-day hazardous storage area prior to disposal off-site.

Known and Suspected Releases:

During the inspection, facility personnel stated that no spills have occurred in the area to the
best of their knowledge. No evidence of release was observed during the inspection.

3.2 SATELLITE DRUM ACCUMULATION AREAS (SWMUs 2 and 3)
(Photographs 1 and 2)

Description:

The Corning Glass, Main Plant currently maintains two satellite drum accumulation areas.
One unit is the Waste Oil Accumulation Drum (SWMU 2) and the other is the Solvent



Accumulation Drum (SWMU 3). Both of these units are associated with the trade shop
operations and are 55-gallon drums which are completely contained indoors on concrete
flooring. The Solvent Accumulation drum is kept in a room with other flammable materials
and the Waste Oil Drum is kept with drummed product used in the trade shops (Ref. 32).

Status:
These units are currently active and are not regulated under RCRA.
Waste Type:

The Waste Oil Accumulation Drum is used to store non-hazardous waste oils and the
Solvent Accumulation Drum is used to store spent solvents (D0O0O1).

Waste Management:

Both of these units are used to accumulate wastes in 55-gallon drums and are located
indoors. The waste oils collected in the Waste Oil Accumulation Drum are shipped off-site
when the drum becomes full. Facility personnel estimated that the trade shop generates
about three drums per year (Ref. 32). The Solvent Accumulation Drum is kept with other
flammable materials (primarily paints) in the trade shop. When the drum is full it
transferred to the Less Than 90-Day Storage Area (SWMU 5) and shipped off-site as D001
waste.

Known and Suspected Releases:
During the inspection, facility personnel stated that no spills have occurred in either of these

areas to the best of their knowledge. No evidence of release was observed during the
inspection.



3.3 POWERHOUSE OIL/WATER SEPARATOR (SWMU 4)
(Photograph 7)

Unit Description:

This unit was installed in 1988 to treat steam condensate in the powerhouse (Ref. 32). The
unit is comprised of two sections. The upper section is a rectangular tank which is
approximately two feet long, one foot wide, and one foot deep. The upper section has
baffles to aid gravity separation of oil from water. The oil from the unit accumulates in the
lower section which is a closed rectangular tank. The tank is approximately one foot wide
by two feet long, and three feet deep. Both of the units are constructed of steel and are
located above-ground.

Status:
This unit is currently active and does not manage hazardous waste.

Waste Type:
This unit is used to accumulate non-hazardous waste oil.

Waste Management:
This unit is designed to gravity separate oil from water discharged to a SPDES outfall. The
unit treats steam condensate generated in the power plant which is mixed with oil for
Iubrication purposes. The oil accumulates in a closed above-ground accumulation tank
which is drummed when full and shipped off-site as non-hazardous waste oil. Facility
personnel estimated that approximately two drums are shipped off-site per year from this
unit (Ref. 32).

Known and Suspected Releases:

During the inspection, facility personnel stated that no spills have occurred in the area to the
best of their knowledge. No evidence of release was observed during the inspection.
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3.4 LESS THAN 90-DAY STORAGE AREA
(Photograph 13)

Unit Description:

The Less Than 90-day storage Area is located in Building 36 in Factory C. This area is an
indoor drum storage area which stores any hazardous wastes generated at the site in 55-
gallon drums or polyflex bags. The room is approximately 100 feet by 40 feet with a
concrete floor and cinder block walls. At the time of the site visit, there were no waste
drums or polyflex bags stored in this area. Currently, the room is being used to store
decontaminated waste hoppers. The Hazardous Chemical Storage Area (SWMU 9) and the
Hazardous Liquid Storage Tank (SWMU 10) were previously located in this room.

Status:
The unit is an active less than 90-day hazardous waste storage area.
Waste Type:
The Less Than 90-day Storage Area receives any hazardous wastes generated at the facility.

Currently, the unit manages approximately one drum a year of spent solvents (D001) and
dust from the 2A glass tank and mixing house stored in polyflex bags (D008).

Waste Management:
The area is contained completely indoors over a concrete floor. At the time of the VSI,
only decontaminated waste hoppers were being stored in the room. All hazardous wastes
stored in this room are stored for a period of less than 90 days.

Known and Suspected Releases:
During the inspection, facility personnel stated that no spills have occurred in this area to
the best of their knowledge. No evidence of release was observed during the site

inspection. This area was certified clean under the closure for the Hazardous Chemical
Storage Area (SWMU 9) and Hazardous Liquid Storage Tank (SWMU 10).
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3.5

INACTIVE HAZARDOUS DUST MANAGEMENT UNITS (SWMUs 6, 7,
and 8)
(Photograph 9)

Description:

Status:

Coming Glass, Main Plant formerly managed three SWMUSs for management of dust
generated from glass tanks and mixhouses. These units include the North Baghouse
(SWMU 6), the West Mixhouse Dust Collector (SWMU 7), and the Hazardous Waste
Hopper Storage Area (SWMU 8). The North Baghouse was a three-chamber baghouse
that was installed in approximately 1974 and demolished in 1988. The West Mixhouse
Dust Collector was installed in approximately 1970 and demolished in approximately 1987
(Ref. 32). The construction of these units was reportedly similar to the construction of the
active West Baghouse (SWMU 1; Ref. 32). Both units were constructed of steel and were
located completely above-ground in Factory B.

The Hazardous Waste Hopper Storage Area was an outdoor unit located north of Factory B.
The unit was a 20 to 30 cubic yard steel roll-off bin for storage of dust generated at the
West and North Baghouses and the West Mixhouse Dust Collector (SWMUs 1, 6, and 7).
The unit was placed partially over a concrete pad and partially over bare soil (Ref. 32) This
unit was used for approximately three years prior to closure under NYSDEC in 1988

(Refs. 31 and 32).

All of these units are inactive and have been demolished. The North Baghouse and West
Mixhouse were not RCRA-regulated units. The Hopper Storage Area was a RCRA-
regulated unit which has been closed under the supervision of NYSDEC (Refs. 29 and 31).

Waste Type:

These units managed dust from the mixhouses and off-gases from the glass tanks. This
waste contained EP toxic levels of lead and arsenic and was manifested as DOOS.

12



Waste Management:

The North Baghouse was used to collect dust generated in Factory C. The West Mix
House Dust Collector was used to collect dust from the mixhouse formerly located in
Building 38. The Hazardous Waste Hopper Storage Area (SWMU 8) collected DOO8 dust
from various locations at the plant prior to shipment off-site for disposal (unit stored dust
for greater than 90-days). The bin has been removed from the site, the surface soils were
removed, and soil samples were taken as part of closure under NYSDEC. All soils tested
before and after excavation as part of closure were non-toxic as defined by EP toxicity
limits (Refs. 29 and 31).

Known and Suspected Releases:

During the inspection, facility personnel stated that no spills have occurred from the North
Baghouse and West Mix House. No evidence of release from either of theses units was
observed in the area where the units were formerly located. The Hazardous Waste Hopper
Storage Area has been closed under NYSDEC (Ref. 29).

3.6 INACTIVE ELECTRO-CONDUCTING COATING WASTE MANAGEMENT
UNITS (SWMUs 8 and 9)
(Photograph 13)

Description:

Two hazardous waste storage units associated with the electro-conducting coating placed
on microwave dishes were formerly located at the site. This process was performed in
Factory A from approximately 1980 to 1985. These units are the Hazardous Chemical
Storage Area (SWMU 9) and the Hazardous Liquid Storage Tank (SWMU 10). Both units
underwent formal closure under NYSDEC in 1988 and were located in the same room as
the Less Than 90-Day Storage Area (SWMU 5).

The Hazardous Chemical Storage Area was used for the storage of corrosive liquids in

drums. Approximately 60 to 70 55-gallon drums were allowed to accumulate in this room
prior to shipment off-site (Ref. 32). The room is approximately 100 feet by 40 feet with a

13



concrete floor and cinder block walls. The room also stored spent filters, which were also
corrosive, in open plastic bins lined with bags. The bins were approximately two feet
wide, four feet long, and three feet deep (See Photograph 13). The filters were drummed
in this room prior to off-site shipment. The bins were stored over an acid-resistant curbed

pad.

The Hazardous Liquid Storage Tank was located in the same room as the Hazardous
Chemical Storage Area. The unit was used as a holding tank prior to drumming the wastes
for disposal. The tank was an elevated 600-gallon steel tank which has been removed from
the site.

Status:

Both of these units were regulated under RCRA and have been closed under a NYSDEC-
approved closure plan. The closure included washing all flooring and containers and
shipping contaminated washwater and associated cleaning supplies off-site. Wipe samples
were taken to verify clean closure (Ref. 31).

Waste Type:

The units were used to store a corrosive mixture of stannic chloride and tin oxide (D002)
generated in the coating of microwave dishware (Ref. 32).

Waste Management:

The electro-conductive coating waste management units were used to manage waste
associated with the Anderson 200 Air Filter, which is essentially a scrubber with filters.
The liquid from this unit was discharged to the Hazardous Liquid Storage Tank prior to
drumming. The filters were transported in lined open plastic bins which were stored over
an acid-resistant pad. Both the liquid from the storage tank and the filters were placed in 55-
gallon drums in this room and stored for greater than 90-days (Ref. 32).

14



Known and Suspected Releases:

During the inspection, facility personnel stated that no spills have occurred in the area to the
best of their knowledge and no evidence of release was observed during the site visit. The
areas were closed under the supervision of NYSDEC.

3.7 CHROME TREATMENT SYSTEM (SWMU 11)
(Not Photographed)

Description:

The Chrome Treatment System was located in Building 9 in Factory A. The date this unit
began operation is unknown, but dates back prior to the 1970's (Ref. 32). The unit was
shut down in 1983 and closed under the supervision of NYSDEC (Refs. 18, 19, and 29).
The entire unit was located indoors, above-ground, and discharged to the SPDES outfall
002. The primary components of the system were a 588-gallon chrome reduction tank, a
70-gallon bisulfite tank, and a filter system (Ref. 19).

Status:

This unit was a RCRA-regulated unit that has been inactive since 1983, and was certified
closed under supervision of NYSDEC in September 1985 (Ref. 29).

Waste Type:

The chrome treatment unit was used to precipitate chrome from plating solutions. The
system generated a sludge and spent filters which were disposed of off-site as hazardous
due to chrome (D007).

Waste Management:
The unit was used to precipitate chrome from waste water generated in mold plating

operations prior to discharge to a SPDES outfall. Reportedly, all of the units associated
with the treatment system were located above-ground indoors (Ref. 32). Following the

15



normal treatment of all chrome-contaminated liquids, all equipment was dismantled and
shipped off-site (Ref. 18).

Known and Suspected Releases:
During the inspection, facility personnel stated that no spills have occurred in the area to the

best of their knowledge. The unit was demolished at the time of the site visit and could not
be visually inspected. The areas were closed under the supervision of NYSDEC (Ref. 18).
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3.8 PYREX GLASS TREATMENT SYSTEM (SWMU 12)
(Not Photographed)

Description:

The Pyrex Glass Treatment System was located north of Factory B. This unit was installed
in the mid-1970s to treat water used in glass grinding and polishing operations prior to
discharge out SPDES outfall 004. The unit was used to treat pyrex-glass-associated waste
water that did not contain the hazardous metals (arsenic, lead, chrome, and cadmium)
found in other glass manufacturing processes (Ref. 32). The unit consisted of a Clarifier
and a Rotary Drum. The clarifier was partially in ground and was approximately 14 feet in
diameter and 20 feet high. The rotary drum was above-ground and approximately four feet
in diameter (Ref. 32).

Status:
The unit managed non-hazardous wastes and was removed from the site in 1988 (Ref. 32).
Waste Type:
The unit separated glass particulates (cullet) and any other solids generated during grinding
and polishing operations of pyrex glass prior to SPDES discharge. The separated solids
from pyrex glass were non-hazardous (Ref. 32).
Waste Management:
This unit was designed to separate solids from waste water generated in the polishing and
grinding of pyrex glass prior to SPDES discharge. The unit consisted of a clarifier for

settling and a rotary drum for drying. Most of the cullet was recycled; however, some non-
hazardous solids were shipped to a Subtitle D landfill from this unit (Ref. 32).
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Known and Suspected Releases:

During the inspection, facility personnel stated that no spills have occurred in the area to the
best of their knowledge. No evidence of release was observed during the inspection.

3.9 FACET EMULSIFIED OIL SYSTEM (SWMU 13)
(Not Photographed)

Description:
The emulsified oil system was installed to remove emulsified oil from the shear spray
generated at the 5A tank manufacturing area. The spray water contained emulsified oil and
was discharged to SPDES outfall 003 (Ref.4). No other information is available on this
unit.

Status:
This unit managed non-hazardous waste and was removed in 1988 (Ref. 32).

Waste Type:

The unit was designed to remove non-hazardous emulsified oil from waste water prior to
SPDES discharge (Ref. 32).

Waste Management:
This unit was installed to remove emulsified oil from shear spray at the 5SA tank. The oil

generated was non-hazardous and shipped off-site (Ref. 32). No other information is

available on this unit.
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Known and Suspected Releases:

3.10

During the inspection, facility personnel stated that no spills have occurred in the area to the
best of their knowledge. The unit was demolished at the time of the site visit and could not
be visually inspected.

INACTIVE OIL/WATER SEPARATORS (SWMUs 14, 15, and 16)
(Photograph 8)

Description:

Status:

Coming Glass, Main Plant had three API-type oil/water separators to gravity separate oil
from process water prior to discharge out SPDES outfalls. These units are the 2A
Oil/Water Separator (SWMU 14), SA Oil/Water Separator (SWMU 15), and the Old
Powerhouse Oil/Water Separator (SWMU 16). All of these units are inactive and have
been demolished.

The 2A and 5A Oil/Water Separators were associated with the glass tanks. The units
separated oil from quench water which may have contacted oil and grease during the glass
forming process. Both the 2A and 5A Oil/Water Separators were open topped above-
ground steel tanks. The 2A tank was approximately 14 feet wide, 60 feet long, and 10 feet
deep, and the 5A tank was U-shaped measuring approximately 28 feet wide, 70 feet long
and 10 feet deep (Ref. 32). Both units discharged treated water to SPDES Outfall 003.

The Old Powerhouse Oil/Water Separator was used to treat steam condensate prior to
discharge out the SPDES outfall 005. The unit was installed in the mid-1970s and was
replaced by a smaller unit, Powerhouse Oil/Water Separator (SWMU 4), in 1988 due to
decreased power demands at the plant (Ref. 32). The unit was approximately 8 feet in
diameter and 10 feet high, and was completely above-ground.

All of the Inactive Oil/Water Separators were demolished. The 2A and 5A Separators have
been inactive since 1984, and the Powerhouse Separator was replaced in 1988 (Ref 32).
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Waste Management:
All of the Oil/Water Separators were above-ground steel tanks used to gravity separate oil.
The waste oil generated from all three of the separators was non-hazardous and shipped off-
site (Ref. 32).

Known and Suspected Releases:
During the inspection, facility personnel stated that no spills have occurred in either of these
areas to their best of their knowledge. The units were demolished prior to the site visit and

could not be visually inspected.

3.11 ELECTROSTATIC PRECIPITATOR (SWMU 17)
(Not Photographed)

Description:
The Electrostatic Precipitator was installed to control emissions from the 5A tank (ref. 6).
The unit was installed in the mid-1970s and removed in approximately 1985 (Ref. 32). No
other information is available on this unit.

Status:
This unit has been removed from the site.

Waste Type:

This waste generated in this unit was non-hazardous; however, the wastes did contain
some arsenic below EP toxicity levels (Ref. 32).

Waste Management:

This unit was used to collect non-hazardous dust from the 5A tank. The dust was shipped
off-site to a Subtitle D landfill (Ref. 32).
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Known or Suspected Releases:

During the inspection, facility personnel stated that no spills have occurred in either of these
areas to the best of their knowledge. The units were demolished at the time of the site visit
and could not be visually inspected.

3.12 MAIN PLANT INCINERATOR (SWMU 18)
(Photograph 6)

Description:
The Main Plant Incinerator was formerly located just north of the present Main Plant
property boundary. The incinerator was permitted by NYSDEC and burmed only non-
hazardous wastes. The unit was installed to generate steam in 1982 (Refs. 13 and 32).
Status:
The unit was removed from the site in 1985 (Ref. 32).

Waste Type:

The unit was used to burn solid wastes such as pallets, paper, and cardboard. The unit
also received solid waste shredded and compacted into bales from Monroe County, New
York (Ref. 13).

Waste Management:

This unit was used to generate heat from solid wastes generated at the Corning Glass plants
located in the Comning area and also received solid wastes from the county (Ref. 13). The
unit was permitied by the NYSDEC who monitored opacity from the stack. The opacity of
the off-gases was limited to 20% under NYSDEC Permit number EP-CT311. The ash
from the incinerator was transported by Corning in State-permitted vehicles and disposed
of at the Steuben County Landfill (Ref. 13).
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Known and Suspected Releases:

This unit was cited on numerous occasions when opacity was observed to be in excess of
20% (Ref. 13). Prior to the site visit this unit was removed and could not be observed.

4.0 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Corning Glass Works was an interim status TSD facility prior to closing their chrome treatment
system and greater than 90-day hazardous waste management units. Since closure in 1988 of the
RCRA-regulated storage areas, there have been no hazardous waste management units on-site that
store hazardous wastes for greater than 90-days, or that treat or dispose of hazardous wastes at the
site (Ref. 32). During the file review and visual site inspection, DPRA identified 18 solid waste
management units (SWMUs). Only five of these units are presently active. These include the
West Baghouse (SWMU 1), Waste Oil and Solvent Accumulation Drums (SWMUSs 2 and 3),
Powerhouse Oil/Water Separator (SWMU 4), and Less Than 90-Day Storage Area (SWMU 5).
The West Baghouse is an enclosed, state-permitted baghouse. The Accumulation Drums,
Oil/Water Separator, and Storage Area are all located indoors over concrete floors. No evidence of
known or suspected releases from these units was found in preparing this report.

DPRA identified 13 inactive solid waste management units (SWMUSs 6 through 18). All of these
units have been dismantled and have been removed from the site. All units which stored hazardous
wastes for a period of greater than 90 days were closed under the supervision of NYSDEC. These
units were the Hazardous Waste Hopper Storage Area (SWMU 8), Hazardous Chemical Storage
Area (SWMU 9), and Hazardous Liquid Storage Tank (SWMU 10). In addition, the Chrome
Treatment System (SWMU 11) was closed under NYSDEC as a RCRA-regulated hazardous waste
treatment unit. The areas potentially affected by these units were sampled and certified clean by an
independent engineer. The remaining inactive units (SWMUs 6, 7, and 12 - 18) were not formally
closed under any regulatory authority and were not able to be visually inspected during the site visit
since the units had been removed from the site.

Interviews with Corning Glass Works personnel, and reviews of regulatory file materials did not
indicate any releases from these units with the exception of the Main Plant Incinerator (SWMU 18).
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The Main Plant Incinerator was cited for opacity levels above Corning's State-permitted levels.
Also, the site has historically had problems meeting SPDES guidelines at their outfalls. This has
not been a problem since manufacturing activities have dropped off at the site.

In conclusion, no corrective action is suggested at this site prior to loss of interim status since all
RCRA-regulated units have been closed under the supervision of the state and there were no
evidence of releases of hazardous constituents observed from the active or inactive units during the
site visit. A major portion of the facility is currently inactive and has been dismantled and could
not be observed.
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APPENDIX A

PHOTOGRAPHS TAKEN DURING THE SITE VISIT
CORNING GLASS, MAIN PLANT



View of the Solvent Accumulation Drum (SWMU 3). The unit is located in a
flammable storage room and therefore the camera flash could not be operated in

the room.

Photograph 1.

Photograph 2.  View of the Solvent Accumulation Drum (SWMU 3) located in the Trade Shop.
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Photograph 3. Photograph of the West Baghouse (SWMU 1) looking northeast. The
cylindrical tower in the foreground is the cooling chamber.

Photograph 4/5. Photograph of the polyflex bag located below the cooling chamber of the West
Baghouse (SWMU 1). (Note: photograph shot twice due to suspected problem
with photograph 4.)



Former location of the Incinerator (SWMU 18) looking northwest.

Photograph 6.

Photograph of the Powerhouse Oil/Water Separator (SWMU 4). The upper tank

is used for settling and the lower tank is used for accumulation.

Photograph 7.



Photograph 8. Former location of the Old Powerhouse Separator (SWMU 16) looking north-
east.

Photograph 9.  Former location of the Hazardous Waste Hopper Storage Area (SWMU 8).



Photograph 10. Former location of Factory B looking southwest.

Photograph 11.  Former location of Factory A looking southwest.



Photograph 12.  Photograph of polyflex bag located in the West Baghouse (SWMU 1)
accumulating DOO8 wastes.

Photograph 13.  Decontaminated plastic bins located in the Less Than 90-day Storage Area
(SWMU 5).



APPENDIX B

SITE INSPECTION FIELD NOTES
CORNING GLASS, MAIN PLANT
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