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Introduction

The following information is excerpted from E.C. Jordan Co.’s June 1992
Draft Site Work Plan and is also presented in E.C. Jordan’s January 1991 "Task 1:
Data Records Search and Assessment, Preliminary Site Assessment, Dresser
Industries Site, Final Report.” Both were prepared for the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC).

Site Description

The Dresser Industries Landfill is located on the west side of Transit Road
across the street from Dresser Industries’ foundry, in the Village of Depew, Erie
County, New York. (Figure 1) The site is approximately 15 acres in size and is
fenced on all sides except the western property boundary. The area surrounding
the site includes industrial facilities, residential properties and undeveloped land.
(Figure 2)

The foundry was established in the 1890’s by Samuel Gould. Dresser
Industries acquired the plant in 1968 and operated the foundry to produce railcar
dollies and couplers. Wastes which were generated from producing steel casting
included spent bentonite clay, slag, lubricating oil, small amounts of brick, and
foundry sand with phenolic binders. In 1976, the company estimated that it
generated approximately 8,800 tons per year of these wastes. Based on waste
hauler records from 1961 to 1979, approximately 87,000 cubic yards of waste
material was disposed at the Dresser facility. This material included approximately
47,680 cubic yards of foundry sand, 35,800 cubic yards of sludge, and 3,700
cubic yards of slag. This material was apparently not segregated and the site
consists of mixed waste across the site.

The site has an extensive network of all-terrain vehicle and dirt bike trials.

Previous Investigations

In December 1981, NYSDEC collected one surface water and one sediment
sample from a drainage ditch running along the southern boundary of the site.
(Figure 3) The samples were analyzed only for total recoverable phenolics (TRP),
which were detected in the sediment sample at a concentration of 9.3 microgram
per grams and were non-detectable in the surface water sample.

A Phase | investigation was conducted in December 1985, by Recra
Environmental. This investigation reported rusted, empty 55-gallon drums
scattered throughout the site. According to Dresser’s environmental
representative, Dresser Industries removed the containers from the site in April or
May of 1987. Documentation was unavailable as to the number, condition or
contents, if any of these containers.



Additional Sampling

On August 5, 1992, Central Office and Regional Office staff sampled water,
sediment and foundry sand waste at the site. (Figure 4) The samples were
analyzed for full TCL (Target Compound List) volatiles, semivolatiles,
PCBs/pesticides, metals and cyanide. Foundry sand and sediment samples were
also analyzed for EP Toxicity Metals. The results of this sampling effort are shown
on Tables 1 through 3.

Conclusions

The wastes disposed at the site, including foundry sands with phenolic
binders, are not listed hazardous wastes. Additionally, sampling of the waste
materials reveals that they do not meet criteria for characteristic hazardous wastes.
The placement of lagoon sludges, foundry sands and slag at this site therefore
does not constitute hazardous waste disposal. Significant threat has not been fully
evaluated, however based on all of the sampling completed to date, significant
threat does not appear to be indicated. This site should be referred to the Division
of Solid Waste.
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