May 17, 2002

New York State Department

of Environmental Conservation
270 Michigan Avenue

Buffalo, New York 14203-2999

Attention: Mr. Henry Sandonato, P.E.
Regional Solid and Hazardous
Materials Engineer

RE: Manhole Sediment Removal Report
GE Apparatus Service Center
Tonawanda, New York

Dear Mr. Sandonato:
1.0 INTRODUCTION

On behalf of the General Electric Company (GE), URS Corporation (URS) is pleased to submit this
Manhole Sediment Removal Report (MSRR) for GE’s service shop in Tonawanda, New York. This
MSRR summarizes the actions taken to remove PCB containing sediments from two storm sewer
manholes near GE’s Tonawanda service shop. The removal was conducted in general accordance with
the Manhole Sediment Removal Work Plan (Work Plan), which was submitted to New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) on September 27, 2001. The Work Plan was
approved by the NYSDEC in a letter dated October 29, 2001.

The Work Plan had been prepared in response to the NYSDEC’s letter dated August 24, 2001 which
responded to the Off-Site Storm Sewer Investigation Report, dated July 13, 2001. This on-going project is
being conducted as part of the Corrective Action Program required by GE’s May 1996 6 NYCRR Part 373
Hazardous Waste Management Permil.

This Report is organized in three sections. Section 2.0 summarizes the scope of work and Section 3.0
describes the sediment removal.

2.0 SCOPE OF WORK

The objective of the Work Plan was to remove sediments, which contain PCBs at concentrations greater
than 50 mg/kg, from on-site manhole STMH-3 and off-site manhole MH-1. Figure | shows the storm
sewers at and near the shop. The scope of work in the Work Plan included these four tasks:

Task 1 — Negotiate Access with the Town of Tonawanda
Task 2 — Obtain a Contractor

Task 3 — Conduct Removal

Task 4 — Prepare Summary Report

Section 3.0 describes the completion of the first three tasks. Task 4 is the preparation and submission of
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3.0 MANHOLE SEDIMENT REMOVAL

This section summarizes the actions taken to remove sediments with PCBs greater than 50 mg/kg from
on-site manhole STMH-3 and oft-site manhole MH-1.

3.1 TASK 1 -NEGOTIATE ACCESS WITH THE TOWN OF TONAWANDA

On behalf of GE, URS met with a representative of the Town of Tonawanda Sewer Department to review
the Work Plan and to gain access to the off-site storm sewer manhole MH-1. The Town of Tonawanda
requested advance notice of the sediment removal so that a representative could be present to review the
confined space entry procedures.

3.2 TASK?2-OBTAIN A CONTRACTOR

GE selected Clean Harbors of Albany, New York to remove the sediments from the manholes and dispose
the remediation waste.

3.3 TASK3-SEDIMENT REMOVAL

On February 28, 2002 the sediments from off-site manhole MH-1 and on-site manhole STMH-3 were
removed. Clean Harbors of Albany, New York removed the sediments. Personnel form the Buffalo, New
York URS office observed the removal activities. The weather during the removal activities was sunny
with temperatures between 30 and 35 degrees Fahrenheit.

The bottom of manhole MH-1 is formed by the lower section of the Milens Road storm sewer line, which
is a 30-inch diameter line. The storm sewer line runs through the manhole with a portion of the top of the
pipe removed. The configuration of the pipe through the manhole creates a shelved area on either side of
the pipe. The primary flow through off-site manhole MH-1 is contained within the pipe channel. The
flow at the time of the removal was significant, probably due to snow melt runoff.

Clean Harbors entered manhole MH-1 using confined space entry procedures. Upon inspecting the pipe
line within and upstream of the manhole, Clean Harbors reported that there was no sediment within the
invert channel or immediately upstream. Rather than risk backing the storm sewer flow up into the
neighboring Coke Cola facility, the sediments were removed from the shelved areas of manhole MH-1
without plugging the influent and effluent lines. Clean Harbors used a drum vacuum and scraper to
remove the sediments from each of the shelved areas of manhole MH-1. Manhole MH-1 was not wet
cleaned because the storm water flow was not isolated.

There was less water flow through on-site manhole STMH-3 than off-site manhole MH-1. Manhole
STMH-3 is shaped like a truncated cone and extends approximately four feet below ground surface. The
influent and effluent pipes are slightly elevated from the manhole bottom. URS personnel noted that the
quantity of sediment in manhole STMH-3 appeared to be the same as when the manhole was sampled in
January 2000.

Based on conditions observed in the field, manhole STMH-3 was neither entered during the cleaning nor
plugged due to concerns that entering the manhole would have disturbed the sediments and caused
suspended particles to wash downstream. Therefore, the water within the recessed bottom of the manhole
was carefully removed using a drum vacuum until the water level was below the bottom of the effluent
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pipe. The drum vacuum was then used to remove the sediments. Because of the height (approximately
four feet) and shape of the manhole there was not enough space to maneuver and securely plug the
influent and effluent lines of the manhole. Therefore, manhole STMH-3 was not pressure washed as
planned. URS wiped the concrete surface of manhole STMH-3 with a sorbent pad to verify that no
residue that could migrate downstream remained.

All sediment and water removed from the manholes was containerized in 55-gallon drums. One drum of
solid waste and two drums of liquid waste were generated during the sediment removal. Clean Harbors
removed the remediation waste from the site on February 28, 2002. A copy of the waste manifest is
attached as Appendix A.

000

If you have any questions about this Report, please contact Dawn Varacchi of GE at (508) 836-6728 or
Don Porterfield of URS at (518) 688-0015.

Very truly yours,
URS Corporation

o~
/{LZV\I\ /Z}‘A’Iz/’(/‘\
v

Karen Peppin
Staff Engineer

Don Porterfield, P.E.
Manager — Clifton Park

cc: Ms. Dawn Varacchi — GE
Mr. Tony Hejmanowski — GE
Mr. Roger Murphy — NYSDEC
Mr. Dale Carpenter — USEPA

Attachments:  Figure 1 - Storm Sewer Manholes
Attachment A - Waste Manifest
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immediately call the”” tional Response Center (800) 424-8802.
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