EA Engineering, P.C. EA Northeast

The Maple Building

3 Washington Center
Newburgh, NY 12550
Telephone: 914-565-8100
Fax: 914-565-8203

3 April 2000

Mr. Arthur Marks %’%’
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers—Buffalo District
1776 Niagara Street

Buffalo, New York 14207

RE: Closure of AIRCO, Inc. Witmer Road Landfill — Wetland Impacts
EA Project No. 12040.33

Dear Mr. Marks:

EA Engineering P.C., and its affiliate EA Engineering, Science, and Technology, as consultants
to BOC Gases, are developing design plans for closure of the AIRCO, Inc. Witmer Road landfill..
The site was used for disposal of slag from various industrial processes and will be closed under
a Consent Order with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation. It
appears that a preconstruction notification may be required under Nationwide Permit 38

(NWP 38—Cleanup of Toxic and Hazardous Waste). We are submitting the attached
information for your review to determine if this is the appropriate process for this site.

This property is approximately 25 acres located off Witmer Road in Niagara, New York, at the
intersection of the Lewiston and Niagara U.S. Geological Survey topographic quad maps
(Attachment A). Under the existing site conditions, a drainage swale (approximately 1,685 ft)
collects runoff and seepage along the southeast, south, and southwest perimeter of the landfill
and transports this flow offsite emergent (Phragmites and cattail dominated) wetland south of the
property. A preliminary site assessment conducted in November 1999 indicated that this swale
constitutes approximately 0.5 acres of linear wetland; at that time, the primary vegetation in the
swale was sparse remnants of Phragmites (Attachment B).

The 60 percent design calls for pulling some waste material from beyond the property fenceline,
regrading, capping, and seeding the site. The regrading process will entail removal of the
existing drainage swale and use of best management practices for erosion and sedimentation
control. In conjunction with regrading and capping the waste material, a new swale will be
constructed at the perimeter of the cap to carry runoff to the wetland south of the site. Five
pertinent sheets from the 60 percent design submittal are enclosed (Attachment C) that show
existing site conditions, proposed final grade and site conditions, representative cross-sections of
the new drainage swale, details of the cap termination and drainage swale, and details of erosion
control structures. ,,,\
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EA tentatively plans to conduct a confirmatory delineation of the affected wetland area at the
beginning of the growing season in late April 2000. I would like to schedule a meeting at that
time to meet onsite with you or someone from your staff to review conditions at the site, the
delineated wetland boundary, and the proposed closure plans. I will contact you to make
arrangements when we have a tentative date for this site visit. If you require additional
information or have any questions regarding the material we have provided, please do not
hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely yours,

EA ENGINEERING, P.C.

8 0] Do

David S. Santoro, P.E., L.S.
President

EA ENGINEERING, SCIENCE,
AND TECHNOLOGY

Paul H. Muessig /
Senior Environmental Scierftist

PHM/caw
Attachments

cc: C.McLeod (EA)
M. Resh (BOC)
M. Hinton (NYSDEC)
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Attachment A

Location Map for AIRCO, Inc.
Witmer Road Landfill



A 5 :'n
'\o A/ .@Tl\;;%’

N [
> {!@@ :Trllgm{j
4 JL'/i.. i =t ;

e
! 2

&

AIRCO, INC. =

ER ROAD LANFILL) =
£ AVE X

——— —

0.5 1 Miles

Niagara Quad NW!| locations

; Lewiston Quad NW! locations

{___1AIRCO Witmer Road Landfill

] Mite radius from AIRCO Witmer Road Landfill

LOCATION MAP SHOWING AIRCO, INC.
WITMER ROAD LANDFILL AND
NATIONAL WETLAND INVENTORY MAPPED WETLANDS




Attachment B

AIRCO, Inc. Witmer Road Landfill
Photos of Existing Perimeter
Drainage Swale/Wetlands
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Western seep looking south toward the receiving wetlands.
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Western seep looking west toward SKW parcel.




TP-01 in the southern sloped area previously capped.




Attachment C

AIRCO, Inc. Witmer Road Landfill
Selected 60 Percent Design Sheets
Showing Existing Condition (Wetland
Boundary), Proposed Final Grade,
Proposed Perimeter Drainage Swale,
Perimeter Drainage Swale Details,
and Runoff Erosion Control Structure
Details
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WITMER ROAD LANDFILL CLOSURE
NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK
EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL DETAILS
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