EA Engineering, P.C.

EA Northeast
The Maple Building

3 Washington Center
Newburgh, NY 12550
Telephone: 914-565-8100
Fax: 914-565-8203

12 May 2000

Mr. Gary McDannell

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers—Buffalo District
1776 Niagara Street

Buffalo, New York 14207

RE: AIRCO, Inc. Witmer Road Landfill (Corps Project No. 2000-01556)
EA Project No. 12040.33

Dear Mr. McDannell:

EA Engineering P.C., and its Affiliate EA Engineering, Science, and Technology, as consultants
to BOC Gases, are developing final design plans for closure of the AIRCO, Inc. Witmer Road
Landfill. This property is approximately 25 acres located off Witmer Road in Niagara Falls,
New York, at the intersection of the Lewiston and Niagara U.S. Geological Survey topographic
quadrangles. Specific site location information and construction design information were
provided in our 3 April 2000 letter which has been filed as Corps Project No. 2000-01556.
Following conclusion of the public comment period, a Consent Order will be signed with the
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC); we anticipate this to
occur on or about 19 May 2000. As you requested, your office has been included on the mailing
list to receive a copy of the Consent Order when it is completed. This closure action will impact
approximately 1 acre of wetland: 0.5 acres of existing perimeter drainage swale with wetland
characteristics and 0.5 acres of scrub/shrub and Phragmites-dominated emergent wetland. This
letter serves as the Pre-Construction Notification to conduct this action under Nationwide Permit

38—Cleanup of Toxic and Hazardous Waste.

During the week of 1 May 2000, EA completed a wetlands delineation at the site, consistent
with the Corps’ 1987 methodology. Completed Routine Wetland Determination Data Forms
are provided in Attachment 1. Attachment 2 indicates the location of the wetland/upland
boundary in green. The onsite wetlands consist primarily of a linear drainage swale along the
southeast, south, and southwest perimeter of the landfill. Additional offsite wetlands abut the
property line along the southeast corner and south perimeter of the BOC Gases property. This
area consists primarily of scrub/shrub grading into Phragmites- and cattail-dominated emergent
wetlands with flow to the south and east. For the most part, the boundary between wetland and
upland is sharply defined, following the limit of the waste fill material deposited at the site. The
County Soil Maps indicate that much of this area is Made Land or Cut and Fill associated with
construction of the Niagara Power Project. Attachment 3 provides a series of photographs

showing the extent and characteristics of the wetlands at the site.
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Our client and NYSDEC desire to accelerate the closure process; construction of a new access
road via the adjacent Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation (NMPC) property will begin
immediately following approval from NMPC. We anticipate that regrading of the waste material
will be initiated in late May or early June 2000. This work will entail removal of the existing
drainage swale (1,685 linear ft and 5-10 ft wide) along the southeast, south, and southwest
perimeter of the landfill. This swale collects seepage and runoff from the landfill and from
portions of the adjacent NMPC property and transports this flow offsite to an emergent
Phragmites- and cattail-dominated wetland to the south and southeast of the landfill. In the
process of regrading the site, a new swale will be constructed on the property around the entire
perimeter of the landfill.

In addition, through an easement agreement with NMPC, a portion of waste material on their
property will be pulled back within BOC Gases’ property. A second drainage swale will be
constructed on the NMPC property to the east and south of the property fence line. NYSDEC
has requested that this second swale be extended along the full length of the south property line
and merge with the onsite swale near the existing access gate at the southwest corner of the
property. This request was made to prevent potentially contaminated runoff from the NMPC
property from entering the AIRCO, Inc. landfill following this closure action or from entering
portions of the wetland not previously exposed to this runoff. In this area, the new swale will
displace a 15- to 20-ft wide strip of scrub/shrub and Phragmites-dominated wetland along the
existing fence line. The location and cross-sections of this offsite swale are shown on Sheets 7,
8, and 13 of 13 of the design drawings (enclosed separately).

The owner of the property, BOC Gases, who is implementing this closure under the Consent
Order, can be reached as follows:

Mr. Mike Resh

BOC Gases

100 Mountain Avenue

Murray Hill, New Jersey 07974
(908) 771-1452

The NYSDEC Manager for this project is:

Mr. Michael Hinton, P.E.

Division of Hazardous Waste Remediation

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
270 Michigan Avenue

Buffalo, New York 14203

(716) 851-7220
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It is tentatively planned that construction will begin at the site the week of 22 May 2000, and an
EA engineer overseeing construction will be present throughout the closure operations. If you
wish to visit the site, arrangements can be made at that time. If you have any questions or require
additional information, please do not hesitate to contact either Paul Muessig or Chip McLeod at
(914) 565-8100.

Sincerely yours,

EA ENGINEERING, P.C.

& 0] Do

David S. Santoro, P.E., L.S.
President

EA ENGINEERING, SCIENCE,
AND TECHNOLOGY

7

Paul H. Muessig
Senior Environmental Scientist

DSS/caw
Attachments

cc: M. Resh, BOC Gases (w/o enclosure)
M. Hinton, NYSDEC (w/o enclosure)
C. Mcleod, EA (w/o enclosure)



Attachment 1

Routine Wetland Determination
Data Forms
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Attachment 2

Location Map of
Wetland/Upland Boundary
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Attachment 3

Photographs Showing the Extent
and Characteristics of the Wetlands
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Photo 1. View south where drainage from Phragmites-dominated emergent wetland
on NMPC property crosses east fence line into swale on AIRCO property.
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Photo 2. View south where drainage from Phragmites-dominated emergent wetland
on NMPC property crosses east fence line into swale on AIRCO property.
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Photo 4. View southeast toward wetland on NMPC property along east side
of AIRCO property.




Photo 5. View north toward Phragmites-dominated emergent wetland on NMPC
property near east side of AIRCO property.
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Photo 6. View northeast toward Phragmites-dominated emergent wetland on NMPC
property from previous closure on AIRCO property.




Photo 7. Transition from waste material to wetland on NMPC property near
southeast corner of AIRCO property looking east.
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Photo 8. Transition from waste material to wetland on NMPC property near
southeast corner of AIRCO property looking south.
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Photo 10. Access road dividing waste and scrub/shrub wetland on NMPC property

along east side of AIRCO property looking to the northeast.
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Access road tﬁroh scrub/shrub wetland on NMPC property near
southeast corner of AIRCO property looking southeast.
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Photo 12. Access road through scrub/shrub wetland on NMPC property near
southeast corner of AIRCO property looking to the northwest.




Photo 13. View to east of drainage swale and offsite scrub/shrub wetland boundary
with waste material.
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Photo 14. View of drainage swale along east side of AIRCO property.




Photo 15. View of drainage swale and offsite scrub/shrub wetland at southeast
corner of AIRCO property.

Photo 16. View of drainage swale and offsite scrub/shrub wetland at southeast
corner of AIRCO property.




Photo 18. Swale entering AIRCO property on east side

from NMPC property.

v«%‘% -

Photo 17. View from NMPC to AIRCO property at

southeast corner.
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Photo 19. View
transition from scrub/shrub to Phiragmites-dominated emergent wetland.

Photo 20. View to southeast of wetlands on south side of AIRCO property from
top of previous closure.




Photo 21. Viw west along drainage swale at south fence line on AIRCO property.
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Photo 22. View east at seep along drainage swale at south fence line
on AIRCO property.
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Photo 24. Vie

w east along drainage swale at south fen

ce line on AIRCO property.
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Photo 25. View northwest along drainage swale at southwest fence
line on AIRCO property.
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Photo 26. View south alonwgdramage swale at southwest fence
line on AIRCO property.
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Photo 28. View west along drainage swale at southwest fence line
on AIRCO property.




Photo 30. View south along swale at southwest side of

AIRCO property.
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Photo 29. View west along swale at southwes




