
August 20,2003 

Mr. Robert O'Connor 
Regional Construction Engineer 
New York State Department of Transportation, Region 5 
125 Main Street 
Buffalo, New York 14203 

Attn: Janine Shepherd 
Construction Environmental Coordinator 

Re: PIN 5940.40.301, .321 
Replacement of Prospect Street Bridge Over Erie Canal 
City of Lockport, Niagara County 
Construction Contract D259217 
HWA Contract DO12591 
URS Job NO. 1 1 1  73087 (05-35846.36) 

Dear Janine: 

URS Corporation (URS) is pleased to provide the New York State Department of Transportation 
(NYSDOT) with this Field Activity Report describing environmental monitoring services conducted 
at the above captioned project site on behalf of the NYSDOT. This report summarizes field 
monitoring observations performed by Mr. Sheldon Nozik on July 7, 2003 and the period July 21, 
2003 through Tuesday, August 12,2003. 

A portion of the above-captioned project passes through a former Manufactured Gas Plant (MGP) 
site owned by New York State Electric and Gas (NYSEG) Corporation. The project site is situated 
on the south side of the Erie Canal on Stevens Street at Centerline of Improvement Stations 5+240 to 
5+320. The MPG site is also under an active New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation (NYSDEC) Remedial Consent Order. NYSEG has provided Interim Remedial 
Measures (IRM) documents to NYSDOT, who in turn provided the documents to URS for our 
review. 

URS was requested to provide oversight of NYSDOT's contractor and other tasks as listed below. 

Review of site-specific health and safety documents. 
Observe excavation of contaminated soil to ensure it is progressing in conformance with the 
ContractorNSEG work plan. 
Advise NYSDOT inspector of onsite situations or conditions, which may not be in the best 
interests of NYSDOT. 
Monitor traffic and personnel entering and leaving the MPG site. 
Monitor decontamination activities (as necessary). 
Address other environmental issues as requested by NYSDOT 
Prepare daily reports and submit to the NYSDOT Engineer In Charge (EIC). 

URS Corporation 
640 Ellicott Street 
Buffalo, NY 14203 
Tel: 716.856.5636 
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This report provides a summary of the monitoring record performed by URS during construction 
activities performed by NYSDOT's prime contractor Holmes & Murphy (H&M). Generalized daily 
summaries are provided below. Table 1 provides a tabulation summary of the daily activities. 
Attachment 1 provides copies of the daily reports, including copies of the trucking manifests for 
material hauled to Modem Landfill (MLF). Attachment 2 provides copies of the daily field notes. 

Monday, July 7.2003 

URS arrived at the project site at 0800. This was supposed to be the first day of project work on the 
NYSEG property. URS met with Mr. Dave Knapp, Superintendent for H&M, Mr. Garrett 
Schmidbauer of Great Lakes Environmental (GLE), consultant for H&M, Mr. Walt Savicky of 
NYSEG, project contact for the NYSEG remedial program, and Joanne McMullen of URS who will 
be performing air monitoring on behalf of NYSEG. Dave Knapp indicated that excavation activities 
into NYSEG property would not likely begin until Tuesday July 8, 2003. Monday would be spent 
budding the material holding area and stalung out the exclusion zone as defined in the NYSEG work 
plan. 

At 0900 Mr. Nozik met with Eric Danzer, the EIC and Janine Shepherd, Environmental coordinator 
for NYSDOT. Reviewed the plan as discussed with Dave Knapp. 

At approximately 1100, representatives from the Canal Authority arrived at the site, took some 
pictures, and spoke to Walt Savicky and Dave Knapp. The Canal Authority was apparently 
concerned that a permit was not secured for work adjacent to the canal. URS called Janine Shepherd 
to discuss. Ms. Shepherd would follow up with the Canal Authority, and relay to URS status of 
further work. 

Approximately 13 15, URS received a phone call from Janine indicating the work at the NYSEG site 
was suspended until the Canal Authority permit was secured. NYSDOT would contact URS when 
work would resume. 

Monday, July 21,2003 

Excavation for water line installation by H&M along western edge of NYSEG property adjacent to 
State Rd. (outside exclusion zone). Excavated material generated from property adjacent to NYSEG 
property was stockpiled by H&M for use later as misc. fill. Once excavation work reached the 
NYSEG property, all material was loaded and hauled to MLF for disposal. 

NYSEG power crew arrived to install additional anchors for the existing power poles, since the 
power line was to be cut that extended across the canal. Anchors were pushed into subsurface 
(within the exclusion area) however no soil/waste material was generated. 

Tuesday, July 22, 2003 

H&M continued excavation work for water line installation (outside exclusion zone). Portions of the 
excavation were in the immediate vicinity of the NYSEG gas lines on site. Excavation work was 
concluded for the day prior to entering the exclusion zone. All material excavated was however 
transported to MLF for disposal. 
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SJB Drilling Services advanced a boring in the location where new NYSEG power pole is to be 
located (outside of exclusion zone). Walt Savicky of NYSEG collected soil samples. No visual 
evidence of waste was apparent in any of the samples. 

Wednesdav, Julv 23,2003 

H&M continued excavation work for water line installation (inside exclusion zone). Material was 
composed primarily of limestone with sand and gravel. No visual evidence of waste material noted. 
H&M wanted to scrape a portion of surface material adjacent to excavation and use for backfill. 
NYSDOT and NYSEG requested that no on-site material be placed into excavations as backfill. 

Thursdav, Julv 24.2003 

H&M initiated excavation work for drainage line parallel and adjacent to State Rd. within NYSEG 
property but outside exclusion zone. Evidence of some black and yellowish ash residue observed. 
Material composed of ash, bricks, glass, an some metal - indicating possible municipal ash layering. 
Some odor but no readings of H2S, CO, VOCs, 0 2 ,  or LEL above background with the multi-gas 
meter. All material excavated was transported to MLF for disposal. 

NYSEG gas crew on site to begin preparing for excavation work around gas lines to install valve 
assemblies for future realignment of gas lines. Excavation work will be outside of exclusion zone. 
Discussed excavation work with Walt Savicky of NYSEG on previous day. Walt indicated that the 
NYSEG crew and subcontractor would not have 40-hr. OSHA training. Since the excavation work 
was outside of the exclusion zone, NYSEG would excavate material but all material excavated 
would be transported to MLF for disposal and paid for by NYSEG. This was conveyed to the EIC 
and other NYSDOT inspectors. 

Friday, Julv 25, 2003 

H&M continued excavation for drainage line near State Rd. A layer of back ash surrounding the gas 
line in the immediate vicinity of the excavation for the water line was observed. GLE monitored the 
excavation with multi-gas meter and indicated no readings above background. Excavation and 
installation of remainder of drainage line to the canal would continue sometime next week. 

Thursdav, Julv 3 1,2003 

H&M resumed excavation work for drainage structure within exclusion zone. Material excavated is 
similar as described for Thursday, July 24, 2003. Excavation reached a small portion of the high 
bank above canal that was comprised of similar fill materials. 

NYSEG air monitoring not being performed today. 

H&M excavator breaks down and excavation work is suspended until next week. 
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Mondav, August 4,2003 

H&M resumed excavation for drainage line near canal and through high bank with the excavator 
worhng within 10 ft of the canal wall. S. Nozik advised the NYSDOT inspectors and Eric Danzer 
that it would be advisable for the contractor to place some sort of barrier along the canal's edge to 
prevent debris form inadvertently entering the canal. 

Eric Danzer, Janine Shepherd, Brian Sadowski of NYSDEC, Dave Knapp of H&M, and Sheldon 
Nozik of URS discussed a fax Dave Knapp received from Walt Savicky of NYSEG. Walt was 
concerned that a NYSEG representative was not on site the previous week to perform air monitoring 
during excavation activities. Walt indicated in the memo that excavation work was to resume 
Monday, August 4, 2003 not last Thursday July 32, 2003. All agreed to make sure all parties knew 
in advance when excavation work was to take place on the NYSEG property. 

NYSEG gas crew and subcontractor - Babcock Utilities - on site to excavate around gas lines 
(outside exclusion area) in order to install valve assemblies. All excavated material to be transported 
to MLF for disposal. NYSEG indicated that they will pay for this material to be transported and 
disposed. 

Tuesdav, August 5,2003 

H&M did not perform any excavation work on NYSEG property today. NYSEGIBabcock continued 
excavation around gas lines outside of the exclusion zone. All material was transported to MLF for 
disposal. NYSEG welding crew also on site to install valve assemblies. 

Wednesdav, August 6,2003 - 

H&M working at comer of State Rd. and W. High St. to install culverts and storm drainage line. 
Subsequent to the removal of the existing asphalt, petroleum-impacted soil was exposed. Within the 
first meter excavated, PID readings exceeded 15 ppm. Work was temporarily suspended. Eric 
Danzer contacted Janine Shepherd by phone. Janine indicated she would contact the NYSDEC to 
report the incident. Area of apparently impacted soils was within right-of-way (ROW) for new 
utility work and roadway improvements. Old product lines were exposed as well as stained soils. 
USTs were not exposed at the time. Janine to call back after discussing with the NYSDEC. Janine 
also contacted Walt Savicky of NYSEG to see if NYSEG would agree to allow stockpile of 
petroleum impacted soils on the material handling area previously constructed by H&M. NYSEG 
agreed to allow impacted soils to be stockpiled o the NYSEG property. Approximately 60 cubic 
yards of material was stockpiled today. 

Janine called back and indicated that the NYSDEC told her that only the soils required to be 
excavated for the culvert and drainage line installations would be required to be removed at this time. 
Janine requested that URS obtain soil samples from the sidewalls and trench bottom of the 
completed excavations as requested by NYSDEC. Samples would be collected Thursday, August 7, 
2003. 

Holly D'Angelo of the Niagara County Department of Health (NCDOH) on site representing the 
NYSDEC, took pictures, and discussed situation. Ms. D'Angelo said she would discuss the situation 
with Sal Calandra of the NYSDEC. 
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At the end of the day, the excavation was covered with poly sheeting as were the stockpiles. 

Thursday, August 7,2003 

H&M continued work at comer of State Rd. and W. High St., but only to remove soils necessary to 
complete drainage line and culvert installation. Soils excavated were screened by GLE. Soils which 
exhibited <5 ppm total VOCs were stockpiled by H&M for future use as miscellaneous fill. Soils 
which exhibited >5ppm total VOCs were stockpiled on NYSEG property. 

URS obtained a total of 10 soil samples from the base and sidewalls of the excavation for analysis 
for NYSDEC STARS parameters. Based on previous conversation with Janine Shepherd, samples 
were to be given to NYSDEC who would have samples analyzed. 

One UST was exposed during excavation work. Sheldon Nozik called Janine Shepherd to update. 
Janine amved at site later in afternoon. Excavation work continued away form UST. Once Janine 
arrived, discussed situation with Brian Sadowski of NYSDEC, Sheldon Nozik of URS, Earle 
Newman of URS and Dave Knapp of H&M. Janine determined to have H&M continue to remove 
petroleum-impacted soils. Janine asked that URS give the soils samples collected in the trench to 
GLE and GLE would have them analyzed. GLE would perform any additional necessary soil sample 
collection. 

Approximately 45 cubic yards of material was stockpiled today. At the end of the day, H&M 
covered stockpiles and excavation with poly. 

Fridav, August 8, 2003 

H&M initiated soil excavation around UST at 64 W. High St.. As the material on the north end of 
the tank was removed, a second UST was observed. Also, as soil was removed, liquid from the 
initial UST started flowing out of the sidewall of the tank. S. Nozik requested H&M to place the soil 
back around the tank and compact the soil around the leak, which stopped the flow of liquid. Any 
further work was suspended pending removal of the liquid from the USTs prior to additional 
excavation. H&M would request a scope of work from NYSDOT before proceeding. 

NYSEG contractor backfilled excavation around gas lines on NYSEG property with sand. 

Monday, August 11,2003 

H&M resumed excavation for drainage line near canal on NYSEG property within exclusion zone. 
UST related work on hold until H&M receives scope of work from NYSDOT. 

NYSEG and subcontractor - Northeast Caisson (NEC), delivers drilling rig and equipment to site to 
initiate drilling of caisson hole for new power pole scheduled for Tuesday August 12, 2003. 

Excavation of drainage line continued all day by H&M. Minor evidence of coal tar observed in 
lower reaches of the excavation nearest the canal. This was conveyed to the EIC when Eric was on 
site and to Walt Savicky in a phone conversation. Other materials observed included, black and 
yellowish ash, bricks, boulders, glass, metal and vegetation debris as a result of clearing and 
grubbing completed previously. GLE monitored the excavation with a multi-gas meter for 02 ,  H2S, 
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LEL, VOCs and CO. No readings were detected above background. All material excavated was 
transported to MLF for disposal. 

Tuesdav. Au~ust  12,2003 

H&M continued excavation for drainage line near canal on NYSEG property within exclusion zone. 
UST related work still on hold until H&M receives scope of work from NYSDOT. Materials 
excavated were observed to include, black and yellowish ash, bricks, boulders, glass, metal and 
vegetation debris as a result of clearing and grubbing completed previously. GLE monitored the 
excavation with multi-gas meter for 0 2 ,  H2S, LEL, VOCs and CO. No readings were detected 
above background. This was conveyed to EIC, Eric Danzer when on site and other NYSDOT 
inspectors. All material excavated was transported to MLF for disposal. 

NYSEG/NEC initiated boring of caisson for power pole located outside of exclusion zone. Sheldon 
Nozik spoke with engineer for NYSEG and discussed that the soil cuttings generated fiom the boring 
had to be placed on poly sheeting and covered at the end of the day. Arrangements would have to be 
made with H&M to have the material transported to MLF for disposal at a later date. H&M provided 
the poly sheeting for NYSEG. S. Nozik observed materials generated during this drilling throughout 
the day. No evidence of waste material observed. 

Matt Forcucci, of the New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH) was on site for 
approximately 1 hour to observe excavation activities. 

NYSEG welders also on site to complete installation of valve assemblies. 

H&M completed drainage line and one culvert installation and covered pipe with stone. Backfilled 
section of trench with miscellaneous fill near the NYSEG power pole located on eastern edge of 
excavation. No further excavation work planned on the NYSEG property until the NYSEG power 
poles are moved. UST removal work will not occur until Scope of Work is negotiated between 
H&M and NYSDOT. 

We trust that this interim report is sufficient for your needs. If you should have any questions or 
require additional information for this submittal, please call Earle Newman or myself. 

Sincerely, n 

Edward F. Stachura 
Project Manager 

cc: M. Grainer - NYSDOT Consultant Management Bureau 
E. Danzer - NYSDOT Engineer-in-Charge 

Attachments 
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Table 1 

Exclusion Zone 

Monday 
7/7/03 

None 

Tuesday 
7/22/03 

PIN 5940.40.301, .321 
Replacement of Prospect Street Bridge Over Erie Canal 

City of Lockport, Niagara County 
Construction Contract D259217 
HWA Contract DO12591 

Summary of Site Activities and Observations 

Summary of Activities 

Preparation of material handling area, stake-out of exclusion zone. H&M placed "Jersey-Barriers" 
around NYSEG power poles to protect poles from heavy equipment. H&M indicated that they were to 
work around power poles until they were relocated. 
NYS Canal Authority visited the site approximately 11:OO a.m. and was concerned that a permit was 
not issued for the work adjacect to the canal. S. Nozik spoke to Janine Shepherd and Janine said work 
was suspended until a pennit M as secured. 
H&M continued excavation fol a water line that had began previously just west of the NYSEG property 
and along northern edge of Stafe Rd. Material excavated off NYSEG property was stockpiled by H&M 
for use later as misc. fill. Approximately 10:OO a.m., H&M reached NYSEG property and began 
loading material for disposal at Modem L.F. 
NYSEG power crew arrived to place additional tie-downs on power poles within exclusion zone. 
NYSEG crew explained that anchors will only be pushed into subsurface and no material will be 
generated. URS conveyed this to the EIC. 

Number of Trucks 
Transporting 

Excavated Material 
to Modern Landfill 

None 
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None 
Kevin Glazer of NYSDEC on site 11:30 to about 12:OO. 
H&M continued work on water line parallel to State Rd. within NYSEG property. Excavation reached 
NYSEG gas line and care was taken as excavation extended in the vicinity of gas line. Excavation was 
turned approximately 45' to center of NYSEG property. Material consisted of limestone rock 
(apparently form early canal building), sand and gravel, no visual evidence of waste. 
SJB Drilling Co. on site to advance boring in the location of proposed new power pole to replace two 
poles located within bridge footprint and exclusion zone. Boring location located outside exclusion 
zone. Walt S. of NYSEG collected soil samples. 
NYSEG power crew on site to nsulate overhead lines to protect H&M excavator. 
Kevin Glazer of NYSDEC was on site 1320 to 1350. 

29 by H&M 
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