
MEMORANDUM 

TO: Chad Staniszewski, Regional Engineer 

FROM: Benjamin McPherson, Project Manager

DATE: September 1 , 2019

SUBJECT: ETE Sanitation and Landfill, #961005 
Gainesville, Wyoming County 
Reduction in Groundwater Monitoring 

The ETE Sanitation and Landfill site was a privately-operated landfill that ceased 
operation in 1979.  Chlorinated solvents were discovered within the landfill, and the site 
was subsequently remediated under State Superfund and closed to meet 6 NYCRR Part 
360 landfill cap requirements.  Closure of the landfill was substantially complete in 2007, 
with some limited repair to the landfill cap completed in 2008.   

The 2008 Operations and Maintenance Plan (CDM Smith) and subsequent 2015 Site 
Management Plan (EA Science and Technology) included annual groundwater 
monitoring for VOCs, SVOCs, metals, and leachate parameters. Post construction 
groundwater monitoring only occurred in 2014 and 2018.  Groundwater results from both 
of these events, documented that wells downgradient from the landfill meet groundwater 
quality standards for all compounds except some naturally occurring metals (iron, 
magnesium, manganese, and sodium).  Note that the 2018 event also included emerging 
contaminants but did not analyze for the leachate parameters. 

Considering that site contaminants of concern have not been detected in downgradient 
wells since post-closure, the frequency of groundwater monitoring required per the 2015 
SMP will be reduced to biennial with analysis of VOCs and metals only (reflective of the 
contaminants of concern at the site).  This reduction in monitoring will still allow DER to 
determine if the remedy remains protective of public health and the environment. 

In addition, the site will be inspected annually per the 2015 Site Management Plan and a 
periodic review report will be completed triennially. 

Attachments:
site figures [2], 2014 Groundwater Results, 2018 Groundwater Results 

2019.09.24
15:24:12 -04'00'
Digitally signed by Benjamin McPherson 
DN: cn=Benjamin McPherson, o=Department of 
Environmental Conservation, ou=Division of 
Environmental Remediation, 
email=benjamin.mcpherson@dec.ny.gov, c=US 
Date: 2019.09.19 14:36:52 -04'00'
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