


notified (by Riccelli) and arrived at the site to assist in setting up the traffic controls to redirect the traffic 
away from the incident.  Erie Blvd’s west bound lanes from just east of McBride St. to State St. were shut 
down while the clean-up was performed. 

Upon receiving notification of the spill, Becky Ponza contacted Mike Culligan, SU Physical Plant 
Environmental Shop Supervisor and Asbestos Abatement coordinator.  Mike contacted NYS Department of 
Labor’s local asbestos division and spoke with Rick Heffernan about the situation. Mr. Heffernan indicated 
he would proceed to the scene to observe the situation and advise on required actions to address the 
assumed asbestos in the released soil/debris. Mr. Heffernan arrived (~11:15 AM) at the scene and met 
with Ms. Ponza.  He reviewed the debris field and advised that clean-up activities could commence 
immediately without submitting an asbestos variance or emergency notification to NYS DOL. He advised 
that Clean-up be performed following standard asbestos Clean-up protocols, using wet methods and NYS 
Certified asbestos handlers. He advised that personal air samples (asbestos worker monitoring) should be 
collected.  He left the site at approximately 11:30 AM and telephone Ms. Ponza shortly after to request 
that environmental air monitoring (perimeter of Clean-up area) also be performed during the Clean-up.  
He indicated that the number and locations of the environmental air samples should be determined by 
SU’s asbestos air monitoring firm (i.e. Envirologic).  

Ms. Ponza also contacted Chris Mannes at NYS DEC Region 7 (NYS DEC Remediation Engineer involved in 
the CoE site redevelopment project) at approximately 11:15 AM and forwarded him photographs of spill. 
Mr. Mannes advised that the spill had already been call into the NYS DEC’s spill hot line (by Syracuse Police 
Department) and that spill number 1503139 was issued.    Kevin Kemp and Dick Brazell from NYS DEC 
Region 7’s Spill Response Division arrived at the scene about 12:00.  Chris Mannes arrived shortly after 
them. They all reviewed the debris spill and did not visually observe anything they felt was of heightened 
concern (aside from the asbestos concern addressed with NYS DOL).  They did not provide any specific 
clean-up guidance or requirements and found the clean-up plan discussed with NYS DOL (wet the debris 
and sweep and shovel into bags using NYS certified asbestos handlers) to be acceptable. Mr. Mannes 
remained on the scene through the majority of the clean-up activities.  

NYS DEC Environmental Conservation Officer, Paul Sherman, arrived on the scene and spoke with Mr. 
Brazell and Mr. Mannes.  He also spoke at length with the Riccelli truck driver.  When he left the scene he 
advised that he was going to review the situation with his supervisor and make a determination if a ticket 
would be issued to the truck driver (the following day Riccelli’s general manager indicated that he was not 
aware of a ticket being issued yet).  

At approximately 12:30 PM, OpTech delivered a portable asbestos personnel decontamination trailer to 
the impacted area and parked it by the debris field area on Erie Blvd. East near the intersection of 
Townsend.  OpTech then proceeded to tape off the impacted areas around the spilled debris with 
asbestos tape and signage.  The restricted area was established south to the east bound lane of Erie Blvd 
and north past the sidewalk along the westbound land of Erie Blvd. Drain covers were placed over the 
storm sewer drain grates within the affected section of Erie Blvd. and the debris field on the road was 
covered with plastic sheeting.  A water truck was provided by Riccelli for use in wetting down the debris 
during Clean-up. 

Envirologic arrived at the site around 12:45 PM and determined that three environmental air sampling 
pumps would be set up along the perimeter of the impacted areas.  One pump was set up at the 
intersection of McBride Street, one pump was set up between McBride and Townsend Streets and one 
pump was set up near the intersection of State Street. Mike Culligan also arrived at the scene around 1:00 
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PM and coordinated with Envirologic.  He later received a phone call from NYS DOL (Rick Heffernan) 
advising that although clean-up activities had already commenced, NYS DOL’s central office was 
requesting an emergency notification and variance be submitted.  Mr. Heffernan indicated that if the NYS 
DOL Central Office’s variance approval deviated from the clean-up methods he approved for the incident, 
he would take responsibility for the deviation(s).  Mr. Culligan advised Envirologic to complete and submit 
the variance for the incident clean-up and he advised Op-Tech to submit the emergency notification to 
NYS DOL. The emergency notification and variance were submitted that evening.  

Mr. Culligan and Ms. Ponza inspected the back of the Riccelli truck and discussed the possible cause of the 
opened tail gate with CBD representatives (Todd Gerbsch and James Wade).  CBD indicated that when a 
Riccelli truck enters the ITC, no site workers open or close the tail gate.  The trucks are lined with plastic 
sheeting by Op-Tech and then waste is loaded in from the top of the truck bed.  CBD indicated that they 
believed it was the responsibility of the truck driver to ensure his truck tail gate was secured before 
entering the site.  CBD noted that they had photos of the truck leaving the site and the tail gate was closed 
when it left.  They noted however that the truck was not equipped with “turn buckles” that would have 
provided extra security for the lift gate. Mr. Culligan and Ms. Ponza went over to the truck and observed 
that the turn buckles were not present.  They also observed that the required (per NYS asbestos 
regulations) plastic lining of the truck bed did not appear to be complete.  It appeared that the back of the 
truck was not properly lined with plastic sheeting (i.e. it was lined like an enchilada instead of like a burrito 
so the back end was not fully enclosed) which allowed the debris to easily spill out when the tail gate 
opened. Mr. Culligan and Ms. Ponza noted their observations to CBD (James Wade, CBD’s Project 
Manager) and OpTech (Celine Hanna, OpTech’s ITC Site Project Manager).  

The clean-up of the spilled debris commenced at approximately 1:30 PM beginning at the McBride St. 
intersection (between Almond and McBride Streets).  NYS Certified asbestos handlers from OpTech 
performed the clean-up. Some of OpTech’s personnel wore personal asbestos air monitors. OpTech used 
water from a Riccelli water truck to wet the material prior to sweeping and picking up the material.  The 
material was bagged and loaded into a small OpTech dump truck that had been lined with plastic.  A 
project monitor from Envirologic observed the clean-up activities and performed a visual inspection of the 
area for clearance.  Chris Mannes (NYS DEC) also performed a visual assessment of the cleaned areas.   
The first section between Almond and McBride was completed and cleared by NYS DOL and NYS DEC 
around 3:00 PM. The barriers were removed from the intersection at Almond and Erie Blvd and relocated 
to the west side of the intersection of McBride and Erie.  That section of Erie Blvd between Almond and 
McBride was reopened to traffic at approximately 3:05 PM.   

At approximately 3:10 PM, OpTech began clearing the debris on the road between McBride and Townsend 
St.  This section of Erie Blvd. had minor amounts of debris scattered along it. This section of Erie Blvd. was 
cleaned and cleared by Envirologic and NYS DEC at approximately 4:00 PM. The decontamination trailer 
that was in this section of Erie Blvd. was relocated across the intersection to just north of Townsend and 
the barriers were taken down.  This section of Erie Blvd. was reopened to traffic at approximately 4:15 PM.  

OpTech then proceeded to complete the clean-up of the last impacted section of Erie Blvd. from 
Townsend St. to the Riccelli truck parked just before the State St. intersection. When the debris clean-up 
was completed, plastic sheeting was placed below the tail gate of the Riccelli truck and the tail gate of the 
truck was opened by hand. A small amount of debris was removed from the truck and bagged to allow the 
tail gate to be closed.  Once the tail gate was secured the truck was driven back to the ITC project site. This 
section of the road clean-up was completed and subsequently cleared by Envirologic at approximately 
5:20 PM (NYS DEC had left the site prior to completion of this section of clean-up).  Op-Tech’s dump truck, 
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decon shower, water truck and small truck that were used during the incident to hold the bags of cleaned 
up debris were taken to the ITC site.  The cones and barrier tape were removed and normal traffic was 
restored to the west bound lanes of Erie Blvd at approximately 5:30 PM.   

When the Riccelli truck arrived back at the ITC site, the remaining soil and debris in the dump truck was 
dumped back on the ITC site’s excavation area (covered with plastic sheeting).  The Clean-up debris bags 
from OpTech’s small dump truck were removed and also placed on the ITC site.  Both of these vehicles, 
plus the water truck, were decontaminated and left the site.  The ITC site was secured at 6:20 PM. 
Excavation and shipping activities were temporarily halted at the CoE site until actions to prevent 
reoccurrence of this incident were put in place.  

Tuesday June 23, 2015 

The results of the perimeter environmental asbestos air monitoring were received on Tuesday June 23rd.  
The results of all three air samples indicated no detectable asbestos.  

A post incident follow up meeting was held at 8 AM on Tuesday June 23rd.  Mike Culligan, Becky Ponza, Jim 
Blum (SU CPDC), and representatives from Optech, Riccelli and Envirologic were present at the meeting.  
The incident and cean-up actions were reviewed and the following corrective actions to prevent 
recurrence were agreed to:  

• Riccelli (Gavin Kilpatrick, General Manager) agreed to enforce their policy of requiring turnbuckles 
be in place on all truck transporting hazardous materials. He indicated that all trucks transporting 
waste from CoE will have the required turnbuckles.  

• CBD (James Wade) indicated that they will add a verification of the “turn buckles” to the Waste 
Shipping Record (comments section). CBD staff will observe each truck entering into the CoE site 
and note that the lift gate is closed and the turnbuckles are present and engaged in the comments 
section of the WSR handed to the truck driver.  CBD will then require the truck driver to initial the 
WSR to indicate that the lift gate is closed and the turnbuckles are engaged. CBD will also continue 
to take a photograph of the front and back of each truck leaving the CoE site.  

• OpTech (Celine Hanna and Eric Hoban) stated that they will ensure that their CoE site staff are 
reminded of the proper means of lining each truck.  They will also ensure that each truck is 
properly and completely lined (all 4 sides) in accordance with NYS DOL regulations,  before any 
waste is loaded into the truck and then again prior to leaving the CoE site.  

• Envirologic will visually observe each truck (from the ground level) before any material is loaded 
into the truck to ensure that the lining appears to be sufficient.  

At the conclusion of the follow up meeting, Jim Blum and Becky Ponza approved resumption of site 
excavation and shipping for the next day.  

Wednesday June 24, 2015 

On Wednesday, June 24th, the soil/debris that had been in the Riccelli truck at the time of the incident 
(and later dumped back onto the CoE site) and the bags of the debris that were generated during the 
incident Clean-up, were loaded into a lined Riccelli trucks and taken to Seneca Meadows Landfill for 
disposal. The Waste Shipping Record for this load was WSR # 118. 

  

Cc: J. McCumber 
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Attachments 

Attachment 1 - Map of Erie Blvd. Spill Area 

Attachment 2 - Pre-Characterization Sampling Results for Grids A11 and B11 

Attachment 3  -  WSR #111 (Riccelli Truck that left ITC site on 6/22/15 and spilled debris on Erie Blvd.) 

Attachment 4 - Shipping Log for WSR #111 

Attachment 5 - NYS DOL Approved Variance for Spill Clean-up 

Attachment 6 - Environmental Air Sampling Analysis Results  

Attachment 7 - WSR #118 (Remaining waste from Truck that spilled and waste from clean-up ) 

Attachment 8  - Landfill Confirmation of Receipt of Waste Shipped in WSR #118 

Attachment 9 - Incident Photographs 

 

  

 
 



Attachment 1 – Map of Erie Blvd. Spill Area 

 

Location of Riccelli Truck Spill on Erie Blvd. (west bound lanes)  Syracuse University CoE ITC Site 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment 2 - Pre-Characterization Sampling Results for Grid A11 and B11 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 

  

 
 



Attachment 3  -  WSR #111 (Riccelli Truck that left ITC site on 6/22/15 and spilled debris on Erie Blvd.) 

Waste shipped on this WSR did not make it to the Landfill.  It was subsequently reloaded onto another 
truck and shipped on WSR #118 

  

 
 



Attachment 4 - Shipping Log for WSR #111 (WSR of shipment that was spilled) 

 

  

 
 



Attachment 5 - NYS DOL Approved Variance for Spill Clean-up 

 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 

 

 
 



  
 



 
 
 



 

 
 



Attachment 6 - Environmental Air Sampling Analysis Results  

 
 



Attachment #7 - WSR #118 (Recovered soils, debris and clean up waste from the 6/22/15 Riccelli truck 
spill) 

This is the Waste Shipping Record for waste that was remaining on the Riccelli truck that spilled and 
soils and debris collected during spill clean-up.  

 

 

 
 



Attachment #8 – Landfill Confirmation of Receipt of COE ITC waste shipped on WSR #118  

 

 

 
 



 

Attachment 9 - Incident Photographs 

 

 

 

Debris field before clean-up 
Erie Blvd. at McBride St. Intersection 
(Looking east) 

Debris field before clean-up 
Erie Blvd. between Townsend and 
State St. (Looking west) 

 
    

      

  

Debris field before clean-up 
Erie Blvd. between McBride and 
Townsend St. Intersects 
(Looking east) 

 
    

      
  

 
 



 

 

  

Impacted areas covered 
with plastic sheeting pre-
Clean-up 

 
   

 
     

 
  

Impacted areas covered 
with plastic sheeting pre-
Clean-up 

 
   

 
     

 
  

 
 



 

   

             

 

 
 



      

 

 

Riccelli Truck that 
released the material 

 
   

 
     

 
  

 
 



                

          

 
 




