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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

AKRF, Inc. was retained by Park Tower Realty Corporation to perform an Environmental Site 

Assessment of the approximately 21-acre former lumber yard located along West and Commercial 

Streets in the Greenpoint neighborhood of Brooklyn, New York (See Figure 1). The objective of this 

assessment is to identify any potential environmental concerns associated with the site resulting from 

past or current usage of the site as well as similar usage of neighboring properties. The site is currently 

used primarily for the storage and transfer of heavy equipment, trucks, contractor’s materials and 

lumber. Twelve tenants currently occupy the site. The subject blocks are generally bounded to the 

north by Newtown Creek; to the east by portions of Commercial Street, Franklin Street and West 

Street; to the south by Huron Street; and to the west by the East River. The surrounding neighborhood 

is predominantly mixed-use residential and industrial in nature.  

This assessment was performed in accordance with customary principles and practices in the 

environmental consulting industry, and in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM 

Standard E1527-00, Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental 

Site Assessment Practice. Any exceptions to, or deletions from, this practice are described in Section 

6.0 of this report. 

The regulatory databases, Fire Department records, historical land-use atlases, and the visual site 

inspection indicate that the subject property has over a 100-year history of industrial use related 

primarily to the lumber and coal industries. Lumber Exchange Terminal, Inc, the current owner of the 

property, reportedly assembled the property in the 1930s, 1940s and 1950s. The owner began to phase 

out lumber yard operations in the 1980's when he began leasing portions of the property to industrial 

tenants, mainly for use as contractor’s storage yards. Currently, only a small portion of the property 

remains occupied by Lumber Exchange Terminal, Inc. For the purpose of clarity, each Tax Block will 

be discussed individually (See Figure 2), and then potential environmental impairments located 

outside of the subject property will be discussed. 

 

• Tax Block 2520, Lot 57 - This portion of the property was historically occupied by a portion of 

the New York Dye - Wood Extract and Chemical Company ca. 1887 through ca. 1905 (also 

located on Block 2510); it was used for logwood, wagon and pattern storage. This Lot was also 

occupied by a portion of the New York Quebracho Extract Company ca. 1916 (also located on 

Block 2510); it contained a cooperage and a wagon house. Quebracho is a natural bark extract, rich 

in tannins, which is used to treat leather. Although quebracho is an organic substance, the process 

used to extract it may have involved the use or generation of hazardous materials or wastes. 

However, it appears this portion of the business was used more for storage than for manufacturing. 

Block 2520, Lot 57 was occupied by Lumber Exchange Terminal Inc. prior to 1942 through the 

present (Area 1 - Areas are shown in Figure 2). Other tenants currently occupying the Lot include 

Acquisitions Investment, Inc. (Area 2 - used for bus parking and minor repair) and Trochom 

Construction Corporation (a portion of Area 3 - used for auto parking and contractor’s materials 

storage). This portion of the property currently contains a two-story brick office building (which 
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first appeared on Sanborn Maps in 1887), a large corrugated metal garage (which first appeared on 

Sanborn Maps in 1965), and a small guard shed near the Green Street entrance. Surface staining 

was observed in Areas 1, 2, and 3. 20- and 30-cubic yard waste containers were observed in Areas 

2 and 3, respectively. 

Suspect asbestos-containing materials, including boiler insulation, pipe insulation, spray-on fire 

proofing, floor and ceiling tiles were observed in the two-story brick building during site 

inspection. The roof was inaccessible at the time of inspection, however, due to the age of the 

structure, it can be assumed to contain asbestos. This structure was reportedly heated by fuel oil 

located in one 550-gallon tank enclosed behind a brick wall near the boiler room. In addition, one 

fuel pump was observed outside of the two-story brick building, which was reportedly serviced by 

two 550-gallon underground gasoline tanks. New York City Buildings Department Block and Lot 

records for Block 2520, Lot 57 included a 1935 Fuel Oil Permit for a 550-gallon underground 

storage tank to be located directly outside of a two-story office, a 1935 blueprint showing an 

underground gasoline tank located at the northwest corner of a two-story brick building, a 1938 

Permit to install one 550-gallon underground gasoline tank and one fuel pump and a 1957 record 

showing one 550-gallon fuel oil tank within a two-story building. A search of computerized Fire 

Department records did not locate any heating or motor fuel oil records for the property.   

The small guard shed may contain asbestos-containing and/or lead paint-containing materials, 

though none were observed during site inspection.  

The eastern portion of the garage building was used primarily to store fork lifts and old car parts; 

the western portion of the garage was primarily used for the storage of car batteries, tires and tools. 

The area was illuminated with new-looking pole mounted fluorescent lights, however, old, ceiling 

mounted fluorescent lights (potentially with PCB-containing ballasts) were observed throughout 

the structure. One 275-gallon aboveground storage tank of hydraulic oil, one 275-gallon 

aboveground storage tank of motor oil and over twenty 55-gallon drums and several 5-gallon 

drums of petroleum products were observed in the eastern portion of the structure; several 

55-gallon drums of lube oil and antifreeze and two oxygen and acetylene tanks were observed in 

the western portion. AKRF personnel were informed that auto and fork lift repair occurred in the 

areas directly east and west of the garage building. Severe surface staining and several 55-gallon 

drums of petroleum products were observed in these areas.  

The fuel oil, gasoline, hydraulic oil and motor oil tanks; the 55- and 5-gallon containers of 

petroleum products; and the Block’s current usage for auto repair could have contributed to 

petroleum contamination in soil and/or groundwater. The Block’s former usage as a dye and 

chemical factory, as a quebracho extract company and as a lumber yard (if pressure treatment 

occurred on-site) could have contributed to hazardous materials contamination on-site. 

Asbestos-containing and/or lead paint containing building materials could be present in the 

two-story brick office building and/or in the corrugated metal garage on the Block. Finally, 

mercury-containing fluorescent lights and/or PBC-containing ballasts could be present in lighting 

fixtures in on-site structures.  
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• Tax Block 2510 - This portion of the property was historically occupied by a portion of the New 

York Dye - Wood Extract and Chemical Company ca. 1887 through ca. 1905 (also located on 

Block 2520, Lot 57); it contained a large logwood storage shed, a small oil storage shed, an area 

with 15 wooden dye tanks, a large tank house, and storage, cutting and manufacturing buildings. 

This Lot was also occupied by a portion of the New York Quebracho Extract Company ca. 1916 

(also located on Block 2510); it contained several storage sheds and industrial buildings, a large 

tank room and two areas with dye wood tanks and logwood tanks. This portion of the business 

appeared to have been used both for manufacturing and for storage. Block 2510 was occupied by 

Lumber Exchange Terminal Inc. prior to 1942 through 1989. Tenants currently occupying the 

Block include Trochom Construction Corporation (a portion of Area 3 - used for contractor’s 

materials storage), Bay Crane Services, Inc., (Area 4 - used for storage of cranes and other large 

construction vehicles), Safway Steel Products, Inc./ Spring Scaffolding (a portion of Area 6 - used 

for storage of scaffolding materials) and Hylan Electrical Contracting, Inc. (Area 7 - used for 

storage of materials used to install fiber optic cabling). 55-gallon drums of water-based curing 

compounds for concrete surfaces, hydraulic oil and white resin and several five-gallon drums of 

silicon sealant were observed in Area 3. Surface staining was also observed in Area 3. Generators, 

several fork lifts and 55-gallon drums of fiber optic cable lubricator were observed in Area 6. 20- 

and 30-cubic yard waste containers were observed in Areas 3 and 6, respectively.  

The 55- and 5-gallon containers of chemicals and petroleum products and the Block’s former 

usage as a dye and chemical factory, as a quebracho extract company and as a lumber yard (if 

pressure treatment occurred on-site) could have contributed to hazardous materials contamination 

on-site. 

 

• Tax Block 2502 - This portion of the property was historically occupied by A.K. Meserole & 

Company (a mason material and coal storage yard) and a portion of C. Winant’s Spar Company ca. 

1916; a portion of Nesmith and Constantine’s Log Storage Yard and a two-story lumber shed 

belonging to P.M. Dingee & Sons ca. 1905; Export Auto Case Company and vacant land ca. 1916; 

vacant land ca. 1942; and the Lumber Exchange Terminal, Inc. ca. 1951 through ca. 2000. Tenants 

currently occupying the Block include Trochom Construction Corporation (a portion of Area 3 - 

used for contractor’s materials storage), River Hauling, Inc. (a portion of Area 5 - used for 

temporary storage and transport of large items), Safway Steel Products, Inc. (a portion of Area 6 - 

used for storage of scaffolding materials) and Far Better Towing, Inc. / R-D Towing Corporation 

(Area 8 - used for the storage of repossessed automobiles). 55-gallon drums of water-based curing 

compounds for concrete surfaces, hydraulic oil and white resin and several five-gallon drums of 

silicon sealant were observed in Area 3. Surface staining was observed in Areas 3 and 5. Pony 

generators, several fork lifts and 55-gallon drums of fiber optic cable lubricator were observed in 

Area 6. 20- and 30-cubic yard waste containers were observed in Areas 3 and 6. 

The 55-gallon containers of chemicals and petroleum products currently on-site and the Block’s 

former usage as a lumber yard (if pressure treatment occurred on-site) could have contributed to 

hazardous materials contamination on-site. Furthermore, illegal dumping of petroleum and/or 

hazardous materials could have occurred on historically vacant land.  
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• Tax Block 2472, Lots 2, 32, 100, 410 and 425 - Block 2472 was historically occupied by a 

portion of C. Winant’s Spar Company and Church and Reeves Lumber Yard ca. 1916; a portion of 

Nesmith and Constantine’s Log Storage Yard, the Bergen & Company Lumber Yard and the 

O’Rourke Engineering Construction Company ca. 1905; the Bergen & Company Lumber Yard, a 

portion of the New York State Barge Canal Terminal; a portion of Alberene Stone Company Tub 

Storage and vacant land ca. 1916; the New York State Canal Terminal, Greenpoint Coal Docks, 

Inc. and vacant land ca. 1942 through ca. 1951; and the Lumber Exchange Terminal, Inc. ca. 1965 

through ca. 2000. Sanborn Maps from the year 2000 indicated Block 2472 to also contain Two 

Guys Towing and Auto Repair and a parking lot. Current tenants include Far Better Towing, Inc. / 

R-D Towing Corporation (a portion of Area 8 - used to park repossessed automobiles), Lumber 

Exchange Terminal, Inc. (a portion of Area 1 - used to store lumber), River Hauling, Inc. (a portion 

of Area 5 - used for temporary storage and transport of large items), New York City Housing 

Authority (Area 9 - used to park cars and store materials), Henkles & McCoy (Area 10 - used to 

park cars and store contractor’s materials), Supreme Trucking (Area 11 - used for parking and 

minor repair large cargo trucks and for the staging of large items), MWK Transport, Inc./SJK 

Transport (Area 12 - used for truck parking and the storage of materials), and Spring Scaffolding 

(Area 13 - used to store scaffolding materials). Several fork lifts, 55-gallon drums of hydraulic oil, 

a 20-cubic yard waste container and surface staining in several areas were observed in this portion 

of Area 5. It was reported that minor auto repairs, truck washing and tire changes were performed 

in Area 11. Several 55-gallon drums of lube oil were observed in Area 11. New York City 

Buildings Department computerized records for Block 2472, Lot 410 showed listings for Fuel Oil 

Permits for the following years: 1946, 1980, 1984 and 1988. It is unknown whether these potential 

tanks were located aboveground or underground. 

The 55-gallon containers of petroleum products currently on-site, the potential storage tanks 

on-site,  the Block’s former usage as a lumber yard (if pressure treatment occurred on-site), and 

the Block’s current use for auto repair could have contributed to petroleum and/or hazardous 

materials contamination on-site. Furthermore, illegal dumping of petroleum and/or hazardous 

materials could have occurred on historically vacant land. 

 

• Block 2494, Lot 1 - Block 2494, Lot 1 was historically occupied by dwellings and stores ca. 1887 

through ca. 1905; a garage and repair shop with a tank house and an underground storage tank ca. 

1916; vacant land ca. 1951; and the Lumber Exchange Terminal ca. 1965 through 2000. Far Better 

Towing, Inc. / R-D Towing Corporation is the current occupant of the Lot (a portion of Area 8 -  

used to repair, park and auction seized vehicles). A trailer office and a one-story brick auto-repair 

shop were observed near the entrance to Area 8 (at the intersection of Franklin and Dupont 

Streets). The one-story building contained brick walls, concrete floors and a wood ceiling. The 

roof was not inspected, but can be assumed to contain asbestos. One 55-gallon drum of diesel fuel 

was observed in this building and three more were observed outside of the building. An employee 

of Far Better Towing, Inc. informed AKRF personnel that oil and tires are changed and minor 

repairs occur. No vehicles were reportedly fueled on the property. Piles of trash, tires, car parts, a 
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tank of carbon dioxide gas and one 275-gallon abandoned aboveground storage tank were 

observed surrounding the trailer and the one-story structure.  

The 55-gallon containers of petroleum products currently on-site, the current and former 

auto-repair operation, the underground gasoline storage tank identified on the property, the 

hydraulic lift system identified on-site and the former usage as a lumber yard (if pressure treatment 

occurred on-site) could have contributed to petroleum and/or hazardous materials contamination 

on-site. Asbestos-containing and/or lead paint containing materials could be present in the 

one-story auto repair shop. Furthermore, illegal dumping of petroleum and/or hazardous materials 

could have occurred on historically vacant land. 

 

• Environmental Conditions Located Outside of the Subject Property - In the New York State 

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) database, one Treatment, Storage, and 

Disposal facilities was identified within a one-mile radius of the subject area and ten RCRA 

generators were listed within a one-eighth mile radius of the project site. Several of these industrial 

facilities with known generation of hazardous wastes (including halogenated solvents) are located 

up-gradient with respect to groundwater to the subject property. Several facilities have Class One 

RCRA violations, indicating releases may have occurred. Groundwater quality may have been 

impaired by these operations. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 

• AKRF recommends a Phase II Subsurface Site Investigation to determine the presence and 

possible extent of underground storage tanks as well as petroleum and/or hazardous materials 

contamination in on site soil and groundwater; 

 

• AKRF recommends any identifies tanks be properly registered, if required, with the New York 

State Department of Environmental Conservation and the New York City Fire Department. Prior 

to any renovation or demolition activities with the potential to disturb known tanks, they should be 

property assessed, closed and removed from the property in accordance with all federal, state and 

local regulations; 

 

• Prior to any renovation or demolition activities with the potential to disturb suspect asbestos 

containing materials, an asbestos survey should be conducted. If these materials prove to contain 

asbestos, they should be properly removed and disposed of in accordance with all sate and federal 

regulations; 
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• Any renovation or demolition activities with the potential to disturb lead-based paint must be 

performed in accordance with the applicable Occupational Safety and Health Administration 

regulation (OSHA 29 CFR 1926.62 - Lead Exposure in Construction). Current New York State 

Department of Environmental Conservation guidance permits the disposal of construction 

materials covered with lead-based paint as demolition debris within an approved landfill; and 

 

• The suspect mercury-containing fluorescent lights and suspect PCB-containing lighting fixtures 

do not currently present a potential hazard to human health. Unless there is labeling or test data to 

indicate they are not mercury- and/or PCB-containing, if disposal is required, it should be in 

accordance with applicable federal, state, and local regulations and guidelines. 
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1.0  INTRODUCTION 

AKRF, Inc. was retained by Park Tower Realty Corporation to perform an Environmental Site 

Assessment of the approximately 21-acre former lumber yard located at 171 West Street in the 

Greenpoint neighborhood of Brooklyn, New York. (Please see Figure 1 for a map of the area.) The 

legal definition of the subject property is Tax Block 2472, Lots 2, 32, 100, 410 and 425; Tax Block 

2494, Lot 1; Tax Block 2502, Lot 1; Tax Block 2510, Lot 1; and Tax Block 2520, Lot 57, as shown in 

Figure 2. The subject blocks are generally bounded to the north by Newtown Creek; to the east by 

portions of Commercial Street, Franklin Street and West Street; to the south by Huron Street; and to 

the west by the East River. The site is currently used primarily for the storage and transfer of heavy 

equipment, trucks, contractor’s materials and lumber. Twelve tenants currently occupy the site (see 

Figure 2).  

 

The scope of services for this assessment included the following:  

• Visual observations of the project site and surrounding property were made to identify potential 

sources or indications of chemical contamination. The potential sources of contamination 

included, but were not limited to, underground storage tanks (USTs), aboveground storage tanks 

(ASTs), objects that could potentially contain polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), and areas where 

hazardous materials were used, stored, treated, generated and/or disposed. Indications of chemical 

contamination include stained surfaces and chemical odors. 

In addition, readily observable portions of the properties immediately adjacent to the site were 

viewed from public rights-of-way to identify or determine the likelihood of any of the 

aforementioned potential sources of contamination. 

• Published geological and groundwater information was obtained from available sources to 

determine the possibility of contamination from off-site sources.  

• A visual inspection of the property was conducted to identify and evaluate the condition of any 

suspect asbestos-containing building materials (ACMs). 

• The property was evaluated for the potential presence of lead-based paint, and the condition of 

painted surfaces was assessed. 

• A review of radon concentrations in Kings County (Brooklyn) was conducted to determine if 

radon levels in the general area complied with United States Environmental Protection Agency 

(US EPA) guidelines.  

• Historical land-use atlases for the site and adjacent properties were reviewed to evaluate previous 

land use. 

• The following federal regulatory databases were reviewed to determine the regulatory status of the 

site, adjacent properties, and properties within a predetermined study area: National Priority List 

(NPL); Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Information 

System (CERCLIS); Emergency Response Notification System (ERNS); Toxic Chemical Release 

Inventory System (TRIS); the Permit Compliance System of Toxic Wastewater Discharges 

(WWD); and the US EPA Civil Enforcement Docket. The federal listing of facilities that are 

subject to corrective action under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (CORRACTS) is 

discussed with the State databases of RCRA listings. 
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• The following state regulatory databases were reviewed to determine the regulatory status of the 

site, adjacent properties, and properties within a predetermined study area: the listings of 

hazardous material spills (SPILLS), Resource Conservation and Recovery Act Notifiers (RCRA), 

Chemical Bulk Storage (CBS), Solid Waste Facilities (SWF), Petroleum Bulk Storage (PBS), 

State Inactive Hazardous Waste Disposal Sites (SHWS), Major Oil Storage Facilities (MOSF), 

and Air Discharge Facilities (ADF).  

• A review of available local Fire Department and Buildings Department records was conducted to 

obtain any information pertinent to the assessment of the environmental condition of the subject 

property. Specifically, records regarding past and present on-site fuel oil tanks and historical uses 

were requested and reviewed. 
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2.0  PHYSICAL SITE DESCRIPTION 

Visual inspection of the site and adjacent areas was performed on June 28, 2001 by Mimi Sotiriou of 

AKRF, accompanied by John Doyle and Ramon Quintero of Lumber Exchange Terminal, Inc. The 

inspection was conducted at 10:00 AM. At the time of the inspection, the weather was clear, the 

visibility was good, and the premises were adequately illuminated. The site was inspected for the 

presence of stained surfaces and soils, stressed vegetation, storage tanks, drums, leaking pipes, 

transformers, suspect asbestos-containing materials, suspect lead-containing paint, or any other 

evidence of hazardous material usage and storage on-site. Photographs documenting the site 

inspection are included in Appendix A.  

2.1  General Site Conditions 

 

The project site consisted of an approximately 20-acre parcel of land, used primarily for the 

storage and transfer of heavy equipment, trucks, contractor’s materials and lumber. Twelve 

tenants currently occupy the site (see Figure 2 for approximate tenant location). Partial fences 

partitioned the tenants apart on the property. The majority of the site consisted of a flat, 

asphalt-paved lot. Only three structures were noted on the property: a two-story brick office 

building and a corrugated metal garage located in Area 1 and a small one-story brick auto repair 

shop located in Area 8. Each tenant area will be described separately below: 

Area 1: Lumber Exchange Terminal, Inc. 

The portion of Area 1 that is located at the intersection of Green Street and West Street 

contained one two-story brick and concrete office building and one large corrugated metal 

garage on an asphalt-paved area. The office and the garage were used by both the Lumber 

Exchange Terminal, Inc. and by Acquisitions Investments, Inc. to a lesser extent.  

The two-story office building was reportedly built as a barn. The building is currently used 

primarily for office use; however, a tool room and a storage room were located in the western 

portion of the first floor of the building. The floors of the building consisted of concrete, wood, 

ceramic (bathrooms) or several colors of 9" and 12" suspect asbestos-containing vinyl floor 

tiles. The walls of the building consisted of brick, concrete, plaster, wood and 1'x1' ceiling tile. 

The ceilings of the structure consisted of wood, concrete, plaster, and suspect 

asbestos-containing 1'x1' and 2'x4' suspended ceiling tiles. The ceiling of the garage room was 

sprayed with suspect asbestos-containing fire proofing material. The roof of the building was 

inaccessible at the time of inspection. Mr. Doyle informed AKRF personnel that no roof 

replacement activities, only patching, had been performed to his knowledge. 

The two-story building was cooled with window-mounted air conditioning units. It was heated 

with oil-heated hot water. A boiler room was located in the western portion of the first floor. 

This room contained a domestic hot water heater and a boiler covered with suspect 

asbestos-containing insulation. Some pipes in this area were also covered with suspect 

asbestos-containing thermal insulation and other were un-insulated. One 550-gallon fuel oil tank 

was reportedly located in a concrete and brick enclosed wall adjacent to the boiler room.  

The garage had a concrete floor and corrugated metal walls and roof. The area was illuminated 

with new-looking pole mounted fluorescent lights, however, old, ceiling mounted fluorescent 

lights (potentially with PCB-containing ballasts) were observed throughout the structure. 
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Lumber Exchange Terminal, Inc. occupied the eastern portion and Acquisitions Investments, 

Inc. occupied the western portion. The eastern portion of the garage was used primarily to store 

fork lifts and old car parts. One 275-gallon aboveground storage tank of hydraulic oil and one 

275-gallon aboveground storage tank of motor oil were observed against the eastern wall of the 

structure. Additionally, over twenty 55-gallon drums and several 5-gallon drums of petroleum 

products were observed in the eastern portion of the garage. Mr. Quintero informed AKRF 

personnel that no auto repair is performed by Lumber Exchange Terminal, Inc. in this portion of 

the garage; it is performed in the paved area between the garage and the two-story office 

building.  

The western portion of the garage was primarily used for the storage of car batteries, tires and 

tools. Several 55-gallon drums of lube oil and antifreeze and two oxygen and acetylene tanks 

were observed in this area. Mr. Quintero informed AKRF that no bus repair is performed in this 

portion of the garage; it is performed in Area 2 of the site, where double-decker buses are 

parked.  

The remainder of Area 1 consisted of an asphalt paved area. One fuel pump was located directly 

east-adjacent to the two-story structure. Two 550-gallon underground gasoline tanks are 

reportedly connected to this pump. Several machines and old generators were located to the east 

of the garage building on the paved area. Severe surface staining was observed on the asphalt 

located between the two-story building and the garage. Several 55-gallon drums of unknown 

materials were located in this area.  

A small guard shack was observed at the entrance to the property, on green street. This structure 

was constructed of concrete and brick, with plywood and plaster interior walls, ceilings and 

floors.  

The portion of Area 1 located at the intersection of Commercial and Dupont Streets consisted of 

an asphalt-paved area with large piles of neatly-stacked lumber. Surface staining was observed 

in the area.  

Area 2 - Acquisitions Investments, Inc. 

Area 2 was used for double-decker tour bus parking. More than ten double-decker buses were 

observed parked on the asphalt-paved lot. One 20-yard waste container was also observed. Mr. 

Quintero informed AKRF personnel that no fuel tanks exist in this area; the buses are fueled by 

a fuel truck. Minor bus repair, however, was reportedly performed in this area; stained surfaces 

were observed.  

Area 3 - Trochom Construction Corp. 

Trochom Construction Corp used Area 3 for the storage of materials used to repair streets. The 

portion of Area 3 located north of Area 2 consists of an asphalt-paved parking area. Several cars 

and contractor’s materials were stored in this area. A small wooden shack, formerly used by 

longshoremen, was located in this area.  

The portion of Area 3 located south of Area 6 consisted of a paved, flat area. Surface staining 

was observed in several areas. One stream roller, one street cleaner, pipes, steel mesh, traffic 

lights and other street-related materials were stored in this area. 55-gallon drums of water based 

curing compounds for concrete surfaces, hydraulic oil and white resin and several five-gallon 

drums of silicon sealant were observed stored in this area. One thirty cubic yard container of 

wood waste was located in this portion of Area 3. 
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Area 4 - Bay Crane Service, Inc. 

Area 4 was used for the storage of large cranes and other large construction equipment. The area 

consisted of a paved lot.  

 

 

Area 5 - River Hauling, Inc. 

River Hauling, Inc. arranges for the temporary storage and transport of very large items, 

including new storage tanks, heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) equipment, and 

computer equipment. The portion of Area 5 located north of Area 4 consisted of a flat paved lot. 

This portion of Area 5 was used to store HVAC equipment. The portion of Area 5 located east of 

Area 12 consisted of a paved lot. Surface staining was observed in several locations. This area 

was used for truck parking and to store HVAC units, lumber, computer equipment, metal 

storage cubes, computer equipment and storage tanks. Several fork lifts and 55-gallon drums of 

transformer fluid were observed in this portion of Area 5. Three large trailer offices were located 

on the property. A 20-cubic yard waste container was also located in this area.   

Area 6 - Safway Steel Products, Inc. 

Safway Steel Products, Inc. and Spring Scaffolding used Area 6 to store materials used to 

construct scaffolding, including steel poles and corrugated metal sheets. A trailer office, a 

corrugated metal shed, fork lifts, and one 20-cubic yard water container filled with household 

debris, wood and scaffolding netting were observed in Area 6. Area 6 was paved with asphalt.  

Area 7 - Hylan Electrical Contracting, Inc. 

Hylan Electrical Contracting, Inc. installs cable and computer fiber optic cabling. Area 7, a 

paved lot, was used to store large spools of cable, pony generators, trucks, 55-gallon drums of 

fiber optic cable lubricator, and metal storage cubes. Several fork lifts were observed in Area 7. 

Area 8 - Far Better Towing, Inc. and R-D Towing Corp.  

Far Better Towing, Inc. and R-D Towing Corp. tow and impound cars and hold car auctions. The 

paved lot was filled with parked cars. A trailer office and a one-story brick auto-repair shop were 

observed near the entrance to Area 8 (at the intersection of Franklin and Dupont Streets). The 

one-story building contained brick walls, concrete floors and a wood ceiling. The roof was not 

inspected. The structure contained one hydraulic car lift system, tools, tires, and car parts. One 

55-gallon drum of diesel fuel was observed in this building and three more were observed 

outside of the building. An employee of Far Better Towing, Inc. informed AKRF personnel that 

oil and tires are changed and minor repairs occur on-site. No vehicles were reportedly fueled on 

the property. Piles of trash, tires, car parts, a tank of carbon dioxide gas and one 275-gallon 

abandoned aboveground storage tank were observed surrounding the trailer and the one-story 

structure.  

Area 9 - New York City Housing Authority 

Area 9 was inaccessible at the time of inspection. An eight-foot high chain link fence with a 

locking gate bounded the property on all sides. From a public sidewalk, AKRF personnel 

observed several metal storage cubes, a trailer office, and trucks and cars parked on a paved lot. 

Area 10 - Henkels & McCoy, Inc. 
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Henkles & McCoy, Inc. are construction contractors. The paved lot was nearly empty, except for 

cars, one front end loader, several pipes and a two cubic yard waste container.  

Area 11 - Supreme Trucking, Inc. 

Supreme Trucking, Inc. arranges for the transport of large items. Several large closed cargo 

truck and cabs and two fork lifts were parked in this area. An employee of Supreme Trucking, 

Inc. informed AKRF personnel that minor auto repair, truck washing and tire changes were 

performed on the property. Several 55-gallon drums of lube oil were observed on Area 11.  

Area 12 - MWK Transport, Inc. / SJK Transport 

MWK Transport, Inc./SJK Transport arranges for the transport of large items. Area 12 was 

inaccessible at the time of inspection. An eight-foot high chain link fence with a locking gate 

bounded the property on all sides. From a public sidewalk, AKRF personnel observed one metal 

storage cube and several trucks and cars parked on a paved lot. 

Area 13 - Spring Scaffolding 

Spring Scaffolding is the tenant of Area 5, however, they only use the area to store scaffolding 

materials when they are conducting high volumes of business. At the time of inspection, this 

area appeared to be being used by River Hauling for the storage of large items.  

2.2 Topography and Hydrogeology 

 

The surface topography slopes down to the north towards Newtown Creek and to the west 

towards the East River. Based on reports compiled by the U.S. Geological Survey, the property 

lies at an elevations ranging from approximately five to fifteen feet above the National Geodetic 

Vertical Datum of 1929 (an approximation of mean sea level). The approximate depth to 

bedrock is 50 feet below the surface, with groundwater most likely situated approximately five 

to fifteen feet below the surface. Groundwater most likely flows in a northerly direction toward 

Newtown Creek and/or in a westerly direction towards the East River. However, actual 

groundwater flow at the site can be affected by many factors, including past filling activities, 

underground utilities and other subsurface openings, tidal fluctuations, and other factors beyond 

the scope of this study. Groundwater in Brooklyn is not used as a source of potable water. 

2.3 Storage Tanks 

 

2.3.1 Underground Storage Tanks (USTs) 

During site inspection, one fuel pump was observed outside of the two-story office building in 

Area 1. Two 550-gallon gasoline tanks were reportedly associated with this pump. New York 

City Buildings Department Block and Lot records for Block 2520, Lot 57 included a 1935 Fuel 

Oil Permit for a 550-gallon underground storage tank to be located directly outside of a 

two-story office, a 1935 blueprint showing a gasoline tank located at the northwest corner of a 

two-story brick building, a 1938 Permit to install one 550-gallon gasoline tank and one fuel 

pump, and a 1957 record showing one 550-gallon fuel oil tank within a two-story building. 

Gasoline tanks are almost always required to be installed underground. New York City 

Buildings Department computerized records for Block 2472, Lot 410 showed listings for Fuel 

Oil Permits for the following years: 1946, 1980, 1984 and 1988. It is unknown whether these 

potential tanks were located aboveground or underground. 
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Off-site USTs are discussed in Sections 4.2.2.  

2.3.2 Aboveground Storage Tanks (ASTs) 

One 550-gallon fuel oil tank was reportedly located behind a brick and concrete wall adjacent to 

the boiler room in the two-story office building in Area 1. One 275-gallon aboveground storage 

tank of hydraulic oil and one 275-gallon aboveground storage tank of motor oil were observed 

against the eastern wall of the corrugated metal garage structure in Area 1. An abandoned 

275-gallon aboveground storage tank was observed behind an office trailer in Area 8. The tenant 

of Area 5 arranges for the transport of storage tanks; several new storage tanks were observed in 

this area. 

New York City Buildings Department Block and Lot records for Block 2492, Lot 1 included a 

record showing one 550-gallon fuel oil tank within a two-story building. New York City 

Buildings Department computerized records for Block 2472, Lot 410 showed listings for Fuel 

Oil Permits for the following years: 1946, 1980, 1984 and 1988. It is unknown whether these 

potential tanks were located aboveground or underground. 

2.4 Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs) 

 

Prior to 1979, PCBs were widely used for their cooling properties in electrical equipment such 

as transformers, capacitors, switches, and voltage regulators. No known transformers are 

currently located on-site. 

Transformers were observed in Areas 1 and 7. Hydraulic oil associated with fork lifts (observed 

in many Areas of the property) would not be expected to contain PCBs. Fluorescent lighting 

fixtures observed in the corrugated metal garage in Area 1 may include PCB-containing 

components, including capacitors and potting compounds. There was no observed evidence of 

leaks or stains from these lighting fixtures and they do not currently present a potential hazard to 

building occupants. 

2.5 Asbestos-Containing Materials (ACMs) 

 

The United States Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) has amended Part 

1910 to Title 29 of the Code of Federal Regulations which addresses occupational exposure to 

asbestos. The final rule, applicable to general industry (29 CFR 1910.1001), construction (29 

CFR 1926.1101, previously 1926.58), and the shipyard industry (29 CFR 1915.1001) became 

effective on October 1, 1995. All thermal systems insulation; sprayed-on, troweled-on or 

otherwise applied surfacing materials (including decorative plaster, acoustical materials, and 

fireproofing); asphalt; and vinyl flooring materials in buildings constructed prior to 1981 are 

presumed to contain asbestos unless proven otherwise. 

The regulation requires owners of buildings to inform housekeeping, custodial and maintenance 

workers of the presence, location, and quantity of confirmed or presumed asbestos that they may 

come into contact with or disturb in the course of their work activities. These employees and/or 

employers of employees must receive asbestos awareness training each year at no expense to 

them. Building owners must provide appropriate warning signs and labels, as defined 

specifically in the regulation, and meet certain requirements on the care of these surfaces (such 

as resilient floor coverings). An Operations and Maintenance Plan is recommended for buildings 

built prior to 1981 that have not been proven to be free of asbestos. Building owners must 
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maintain records concerning the presence, location, and quantity of known or suspected ACMs 

for the duration of ownership and transfer these records to successive owners.  

Mimi Sotiriou, a New York State licensed asbestos inspector, conducted a limited visual 

inspection for potential asbestos-containing materials in the accessible areas on-site. Asbestos is 

typically found in the form of friable or non-friable materials. Friable materials are those which 

can be crushed or reduced to a powder by hand pressure and, as such, are associated with a 

higher risk of producing potentially hazardous dust. Conversely, non-friable materials (such as 

older vinyl floor tiles or built-up roofing materials) do not typically produce significant amounts 

of asbestos dust while intact. As such, non-friable materials do not constitute a threat to health 

and may remain in place unless they will be disturbed by renovation activities. 

Suspect asbestos-containing materials were observed in the two-story office building in Area 1 

during site inspection. Thermal pipe insulation and boiler insulation were observed in the boiler 

room. Spray-on fire proofing was observed on the ceiling of the storage room. Several colors of 

9" and 12" vinyl floor tiles and 1'x1' and 2'x4' ceiling tiles were also observed. The roof of this 

structure was not accessible at the time of inspection, however, Mr. Doyle was unaware of any 

roof replacement activities, only patching activities.  

No suspect asbestos-containing materials were observed during site inspection in the corrugated 

metal garage or in the small guard shed in Area 1. No suspect asbestos-containing materials 

were observed in the one-story brick auto repair shop in Area 8 during site inspection. The roofs 

of these buildings were not accessible at the time of inspection. It should be noted that older flat 

roofs composed of tar paper materials are typically constructed of multiple layers, some of 

which may consist of asbestos- containing materials. 

2.6 Lead Paint 

 

The use of lead paint in commercial structures was severely restricted by the Consumer Products 

Safety Commission in 1977. Since the current two-story brick office building on Area 1 was 

reportedly completed prior to 1887 and the current corrugated metal garage also on Area 1 was 

reportedly completed prior to 1965, lead-based paint may be present in the buildings. It is 

unknown when the one-story guard building in Area 1 and the one-story auto repair building in 

Area 8 were constructed; it will be assumed that it was prior to 1977. Lead paint is potentially 

hazardous when in a deteriorating condition (i.e., chipped, broken, crumbling, pulverized); lead 

is potentially harmful to humans, particularly children, if ingested, inhaled, or otherwise 

absorbed.  

Painted surfaces observed in the two-story brick office building, the corrugated metal garage 

and the small guard shed located in Area 1 and small one-story brick auto repair shop located in 

Area 8 were in good condition. 

2.7 Utilities 

 

Keyspan and Consolidated Edison provides natural gas and electricity, respectively, to the three 

on-site structures. Municipal water and sewage services are provided to the property. 

2.8 Waste Management and Chemical Handling 
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Any wastes produced by tenants are collected and removed from the property by private haulers. 

55-gallon drums of several different petroleum and other products were observed throughout the 

property, as were larger dumpsters (20- and 30-cubic yard). Stained surfaces, indicative of poor 

chemical handling, were observed in most Areas of the property.  

2.9 Radon 

 

Radon is a colorless, odorless gas produced by the radioactive decay of certain elements. The 

most common sources of radon are igneous and metamorphic rocks containing uranium (such as 

pitchblende), granite, shale, or phosphate, as well as soils or sediments derived from these parent 

materials. Radon may also be found in soils contaminated with certain industrial wastes (such as 

uranium or phosphate mine tailings) or in earth-derived building products which include 

industrial wastes that contain phosphate slag. In areas where the potential for radon 

accumulation is high, special ventilation systems may offset potential health hazards. 

According to data compiled by the Bureau of Radiation Protection, a division of the New York 

State Department of Health, Kings County (Brooklyn) has one of the lower average levels of 

basement radon measurements in New York State, 1.9 picocuries/liter. The US EPA 

recommended action level is 4.0 picocuries/liter.  

3.0  ADJACENT LAND USE 

The subject property is located in a mixed-use residential, commercial and industrial area of 

Brooklyn. An envelope factory was observed directly south-adjacent to Areas 1, 2 and 3. 

Industrial structures and lofts (some have been converted to residences) were observed on 

blocks east of West and Franklin Streets. A playground was observed west and south of 

Commercial Street. A baseball diamond was observed adjacent to Areas 1, 9 and 10 on the 

property. A paved lot used for parking and storage was observed east of Area 5. And Newtown 

Creek and the East River were located north and west of the property, respectively.  
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4.0  SITE HISTORY AND RECORDS REVIEW 

4.1 Prior Ownership and Usage 

 

4.1.1 Historical Land-Use Maps 

Historical insurance maps were reviewed for indications of industrial usage or other evidence 

suggesting the use or disposal of hazardous materials on or adjacent to the subject property. 

Specifically, Sanborn Fire Insurance maps from 1887, 1905, 1916, 1942, 1951, 1965, 1979, 

1989, and 2000 were reviewed. Copies of portions of these maps are included in Appendix B.  

1887 

Sanborn Maps from 1887 indicated Block 2520, Lot 57 and Block 2510 to be occupied by New 

York Dye-Wood Extract and Chemical Company. Block 2520, Lot 57 was used for logwood 

storage and was shown to contain a two-story structure used for wagon and pattern storage in the 

eastern portion of the Lot, where the current two-story brick building is located in Area 1. Block 

2510 was shown to contain a large logwood storage shed, a small oil storage shed, an area with 

15 wooden dye tanks, a tank house, and storage, cutting and manufacturing buildings.  

The southwestern portion of Block 2502 was shown to contain A. K. Meserole & Company - a 

mason material and coal storage yard. The remainder of Block 2502 and the  southern portion 

of Block 2472 were shown to be occupied by C. Winant’s Spar Yard. Church and Reeves 

Lumber Yard was indicated on the eastern portion of Block 2472. Finally, Block 2494, Lot 1 

was shown to be vacant, except for a residence hall and two dwellings located near Franklin 

Street. The remainder of Block 2494, Lot 1 was shown to be vacant. 

A lumber yard was indicated south-adjacent to the subject property on Block 2520. A sugar 

refining company was indicated east-adjacent to Block 2472. Vacant land, residential buildings, 

a piano manufacturer, a veneer factory, a machine shop, and a lubricator factory were indicated 

south of Commercial Street and east of West Street on the subject property. 

1905 

Sanborn Maps from 1905 indicated Block 2520, Lot 57 and Block 2510 to continue to be 

occupied by New York Dye-wood Extract and Chemical Company. Block 2502 and the  

southern portion of Block 2472 were shown to be occupied by Nesmith and Constantine Log 

Storage Yard, a two-story lumber shed belonging to P.M. Dingee & Sons (at the corner of 

Freeman and West Streets), and a small mahogany storage yard (at the intersection of Eagle and 

West Streets) which extended onto Block 2494. The remainder of Block 2472 was shown to be 

occupied by Bergen & Company Lumber Yard and by the O’Rourke Engineering Construction 

Company. Finally, Block 2494, Lot 1 was shown to contain the International Mahogany 

Company at the intersection of Eagle and West Streets and two dwellings and a store fronting 

Franklin Street. The remainder of Block 2494, Lot 1 was shown to be vacant.  

A mahogany and veneer yard was indicated south-adjacent to the subject property on Block 

2520. A sugar refining company was indicated east-adjacent to Block 2472. Vacant land, 

residential buildings, a lubricator factory and an iron works were indicated south of Commercial 

Street and east of West Street on the subject property. No further significant changes were 

indicated for the subject property or for the surrounding area.  
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1916 

Sanborn Maps from 1916 indicated Block 2520, Lot 57 and Block 2510 to be occupied by New 

York Quebracho Extract Company. Several storage shed, a cooperage, a wagon house, several 

industrial buildings, a tank room, and two areas shown to contain dye wood tanks and logwood 

tanks were associated with this company. It should be noted that much of the writing on these 

maps was illegible. The southeastern corner of Block 2502 was shown to be occupied by Export 

Auto Case Company, a manufacturer and packing facility; the remainder of the block was shown 

to be vacant. Block 2472 was shown to be occupied by Bergen & Company Lumber Yard, a 

portion of the New York State Barge Canal Terminal, a portion of Alberene Stone Company 

Tub Storage, and by vacant land. Finally, Block 2494, Lot 1 was shown to contain a dwelling at 

the intersection of Eagle and West Streets and a garage and auto repair shop with a pump house 

and an underground gasoline tank at the intersection of Dupont and Franklin Streets. The 

remainder of the Lot was shown to be vacant. 

A lumber company was indicated south-adjacent to the subject property on Block 2520. West 

Street Improvement Company was indicated east-adjacent to Block 2472; two large tanks of 

unknown contents were indicated on the western property boundary. Vacant land, residential 

buildings, a machine shop, a display fixtures factory, and a plating and machine store were 

indicated south of Commercial Street and east of West Street on the subject property. No further 

significant changes were indicated for the subject property or for the surrounding area.  

1942 

Sanborn Maps from 1942 indicated Block 2520, Lot 57 and Block 2510 to be occupied by 

Lumber Exchange Terminal, Inc. A small two-story structure and a large one- to two-story 

lumber shed were indicated on Lot 57. A gas tank was shown to be located adjacent to the 

two-story building. Block 2502 was shown to be vacant. Block 2472 was shown to contain the 

New York State Canal Terminal, Greenpoint Coal Docks, Inc., and vacant land. Finally, Block 

2494, Lot 1 was shown to be vacant except for a lumber shed fronting Franklin Street. 

Vacant land was indicated south-adjacent to the subject property on Block 2520. Brooklyn and 

Queens Transit Corporation Trolley Car Storage was indicated east-adjacent to Block 2472. A 

steam laundry was indicated adjacent to the subject property on Block 2494. Vacant land, 

residential and commercial buildings, industrial structures, and two garages were indicated 

south of Commercial Street and east of West Street on the subject property. A store with four 

gasoline tanks was indicated at the intersection of Clay and Commercial Streets. No further 

significant changes were indicated for the subject property or for the surrounding area.   

1951 

Sanborn Maps from 1951 indicated Block 2520, Lot 57, Block 2510, Block 2502, Block 2494 

and the  southwestern portion of Block 2472 to be occupied by Lumber Exchange Terminal, 

Inc. The northeastern portion of Block 2472 was shown to contain Greenpoint Coal Docks, Inc. 

The New York State Canal Terminal occupied a pier off of Block 2472.  

Vacant land was indicated south-adjacent to the subject property on Block 2520. Brooklyn and 

Queens Transit Corporation Trolley Car Storage was indicated east-adjacent to Block 2472. A 

steam laundry was indicated adjacent to the subject property on Block 2494. Vacant land, 

residential and commercial buildings, industrial structures, a sheet metal works, display fixture 

manufacturing, and a public park were indicated south of Commercial Street and east of West 

Street on the subject property. A store with four gasoline tanks was indicated at the intersection 
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of Clay and Commercial Streets. No further significant changes were indicated for the subject 

property or for the surrounding area.  

1965 

Sanborn Maps from 1965 indicated Block 2520, Lot 57; Block 2510; Block 2494, and Block 

2502; Block 2472, Lots 2, 32, 100, 410 and 425 to be occupied by Lumber Exchange Terminal, 

Inc. The majority of the property was shown to be used for lumber storage. A shed 

(approximately the same size as the current corrugated metal garage located in Area 1) was 

shown to have replaced the larger shed shown in the 1951 Map. The New York State Canal 

Terminal occupied a pier off of Block 2472. 

Vacant land and four dry cement tanks were indicated south-adjacent to the subject property on 

Block 2520. The New York City Transit System Crosstown Depot was indicated east-adjacent 

to Block 2472. A steam laundry was indicated adjacent to the subject property on Block 2494. 

Residential and commercial buildings, industrial structures, a sheet metal works, a display 

fixture manufacturing facility, and a public park were indicated south of Commercial Street and 

east of West Street on the subject property. No further significant changes were indicated for the 

subject property or for the surrounding area. 

1979 

Sanborn Maps from 1979 indicated Block 2520, Lot 57; Block 2510; Block 2494, and Block 

2502; Block 2472, Lots 2, 32, 100, 410 and 425 to be occupied by Lumber Exchange Terminal, 

Inc. 

A two-story structure labeled ‘Metal Products’ and a two- to three-story manufacturing and 

commercial structure were indicated south-adjacent to the subject property on Block 2520. The 

New York City Transit System Crosstown Depot was indicated east-adjacent to Block 2472. In 

addition to the steam laundry, a sludge tank was indicated on Block 2474. Vacant land, 

residential and commercial buildings, industrial structures, manufacturing facilities, and a 

public park were indicated south of Commercial Street and east of West Street on the subject 

property. No further significant changes were indicated for the subject property or for the 

surrounding area. 

1989 

Sanborn Maps from 1989 indicated Block 2520, Lot 57; Block 2510; Block 2494, and Block 

2502; Block 2472, Lots 2, 32, 100, 410 and 425 to be occupied by Lumber Exchange Terminal, 

Inc. 

A two-story structure labeled ‘Devon Lithography, Inc.’ and a two- to three-story manufacturing 

and commercial structure were indicated south-adjacent to the subject property on Block 2520. 

The New York City Transit System Crosstown Depot was indicated east-adjacent to Block 

2472. A steam laundry and a sludge tank were indicated on Block 2474. Vacant land, residential 

and commercial buildings, industrial structures, manufacturing facilities, and a public park were 

indicated south of Commercial Street and east of West Street on the subject property. No further 

significant changes were indicated for the subject property or for the surrounding area. 

2000 

Sanborn Maps from 2000 indicated Block 2520, Lot 57; Block 2510; Block 2494, and the 

southwestern portion of Block 2472 to be occupied by Lumber Exchange Terminal, Inc. The 
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northeastern portion of Block 2472 was shown to contain Two Guy’s Towing and Auto Repair 

and a parking lot. 

Vacant land, residential and commercial buildings, industrial structures, manufacturing 

facilities, a steam laundry, a sludge storage tank, and a public park were indicated south of 

Commercial Street and east of West Street on the subject property. No further significant 

changes were indicated for the subject property or for the surrounding area. 

 

To summarize, the Sanborn maps indicate that the subject property was developed prior to 1887 

and has maintained its industrial functions for more than 110 years. Construction for the current 

two-story brick office building on Area 1 was reportedly completed prior to 1887. Construction 

for the current corrugated metal garage also on Area 1 was reportedly completed prior to 1965. 

Block 2520, Lot 57 and Block 2510 reportedly contained the New York Dye  - Wood Extract 

and Chemical Company ca 1887 through ca. 1905; the New York Quebracho Extract Company 

ca. 1916; and the  Lumber Exchange Terminal, Inc. ca. 1942 through ca. 2000. Block 2502 

reportedly contained A.K. Meserole & Company (a mason material and coal storage yard) and a 

portion of C. Winant’s Spar Company ca. 1916; a portion of Nesmith and Constantine’s Log 

Storage Yard and a two-story lumber shed belonging to P.M. Dingee & Sons ca. 1905; Export 

Auto Case Company and vacant land ca. 1916; vacant land ca. 1942; and the Lumber Exchange 

Terminal, Inc. ca. 1951 through ca. 2000. Block 2472 was shown to contain a portion of C. 

Winant’s Spar Company and Church and Reeves Lumber Yard ca. 1916; a portion of Nesmith 

and Constantine’s Log Storage Yard, the Bergen & Company Lumber Yard and the O’Rourke 

Engineering Construction Company ca. 1905; the Bergen & Company Lumber Yard, a portion 

of the New York State Barge Canal Terminal; a portion of Alberene Stone Company Tub 

Storage and vacant land ca. 1916; the New York State Canal Terminal, Greenpoint Coal Docks, 

Inc. and vacant land ca. 1942 through ca. 1951; and the Lumber Exchange Terminal, Inc. ca. 

1965 through ca. 2000. Sanborn Maps from the year 2000 indicated Block 2472 to also contain 

Two Guys Towing and Auto Repair and a parking lot. Block 2494, Lot 1 was shown to contain 

dwellings and stores ca. 1887 through ca. 1905; a garage and repair shop with a tank house and 

an underground storage tank ca. 1916; vacant land ca. 1951; and the Lumber Exchange Terminal 

ca. 1965 through 2000.  

4.1.2 Historical Aerial Photographs 

Complete and thorough coverage was available for the subject property utilizing historical 

land-use maps. The maps typically include detailed information such as dates of construction, 

building occupants or a vacant status, and use and/or zoning use of structures on the site and 

surrounding area. Aerial photographs would most likely not provide additional, unique 

information that is pertinent to the environmental condition of the property. As such, aerial 

photographs were not reviewed for the project site.  

4.1.4 Site Interviews 

Mr. John Doyle, a 40-year employee of Lumber Exchange Terminal, Inc. and Mr. Ramon 

Quintero, a 19-year employee of Lumber Exchange Terminal, Inc. toured AKRF personnel 

during site inspection and answered all pertinent questions. Mr. Doyle stated that the Lumber 

Exchange Terminal property was assembled mostly in the 1930's and has served as a lumber 

yard until the 1980's, when the owner began to phase out lumber yard operations and began 

leasing portions of the property to industrial tenants, mainly for use as contractor’s storage 
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yards. Mr. Doyle also stated that lumber was never pressure treated in the yard; it was simply 

stored, cut, and bundled for transport. To his knowledge, the only storage tanks on the property 

are two 550-gallon underground gasoline tanks associated with the pump in Area 1; one 

550-gallon aboveground fuel oil tank associated with the two-story brick office building in Area 

1; one 275-gallon aboveground storage tank of hydraulic oil and one 275-gallon aboveground 

storage tank of motor oil associated with the corrugated metal garage in Area 1; and one 

abandoned 275-gallon aboveground storage tank in Area 8. Additionally, Mr. Doyle stated that 

there were three mailing addresses that he knew for the property: 171 West Street, 237 Franklin 

Street, and 37 Commercial Street. These were the addresses used to search New York City Fire 

Department records. For more information, please see Section 2.0. 

4.2 Regulatory Review 

 

Toxics Targeting, Inc. of Ithaca, New York, was contracted to obtain information regarding the 

regulatory status of the property and the surrounding area. This information included records 

from databases maintained by the US EPA and New York State Department of Environmental 

Conservation (NYS DEC). AKRF reviewed these records to identify the use, generation, 

storage, treatment and/or disposal of hazardous materials and chemicals, or releases of such 

materials which may impact the project site. Copies of the pertinent sections of the Toxics 

Targeting, Inc. report are included in Appendix C.  

4.2.1 Federal 

The federal records reviewed included the National Priority List (NPL) Comprehensive 

Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Information System (CERCLIS); 

Emergency Response Notification System (ERNS); Toxic Chemical Release Inventory System 

(TRIS); the Permit Compliance System of Toxic Wastewater Discharges (WWD); and the US 

EPA Civil Enforcement Docket. The federal listing of facilities which are subject to corrective 

action under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (CORRACTS) is discussed with the 

State databases of RCRA listings.  

National Priority List (NPL) 

The NPL is the US EPA's database of some of the most serious uncontrolled or abandoned 

hazardous waste sites identified for probable remedial action under the Superfund Program. 

These sites may constitute an immediate threat to human health and the environment. Due to the 

amount of public attention focused on NPL sites, they pose a significant risk of stigmatizing 

surrounding properties and potentially impacting property values. 

No NPL sites were identified within a one-mile radius of the project site.  

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Information 

System (CERCLIS) 

CERCLIS is a compilation of known or suspected, uncontrolled or abandoned hazardous waste 

sites which the US EPA has investigated, or plans to investigate, for a release or threatened 

release of hazardous substances pursuant to the Superfund Act of 1980 (CERCLA). Some of 

these sites may constitute a potential threat to human health and the environment. While it has 

been determined by the US EPA that some CERCLIS sites require no action, others could pose a 

real or perceived environmental threat to neighboring properties, thus impacting property 

values. 
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One CERCLIS sites was reported within a one-mile radius of the subject property. Brooklyn 

Union Gas / Williamsburgh Works, located at the intersection of Kent Avenue and North 12th 

Street, approximately 3,265 feet southeast of the subject property, is the location of a former 

manufactured gas plant. One of the byproducts produced during operation of the plant was a 

hydrocarbon tar, which was temporarily stored on the site until sold for use in roofing or road 

surfacing. This site was given a No Further Remediation Action Planned (NFRAP) listing. 

Furthermore, this site is located greater than a half-mile away from the subject property and any 

contamination would be expected to flow towards the East River.   

Emergency Response Notification System (ERNS) 

This federal database compiled by the Emergency Response Notification System records and 

stores information on reported releases of petroleum and other potentially hazardous substances. 

The subject property is not currently listed as an ERNS site.  

Toxic Chemical Release Inventory System (TRIS) 

The TRIS contains information reported to the US EPA and/or NYS DEC by a variety of 

industries on their annual estimated releases of certain chemicals to the environment. The TRIS 

was mandated by Title III of the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA) of 

1986. Available information includes the maximum amount of chemicals stored on-site; the 

estimated quantity emitted into the air, discharged into bodies of water, injected underground, or 

released to land; methods used in waste treatment and their efficiency; and data on the transfer of 

chemicals off-site.  

One TRIS sites was identified within a one-eighth mile radius of the project site. Liquimark, 

located at 19 Clay Street, approximately 410 feet northeast of the subject property, was listed in 

this database, however, no chemical information was provided.  

Permit Compliance System of Toxic Wastewater Discharges (WWD) 

This federal- and state- maintained database contains a listing of sites which discharge 

wastewater containing potentially hazardous chemicals. 

No WWD facilities were reported within a one-eighth mile radius of the subject property. 

United States Environmental Protection Agency Civil Enforcement Docket 

This database is the US EPA's system for tracking civil judiciary cases filed on behalf of the 

agency by the Department of Justice. 

No facilities are listed in the US EPA's Civil Enforcement Docket within a one-eighth mile 

radius of the subject property. 

4.2.2 State 

The state records reviewed included the listings of hazardous material spills (SPILLS), Resource 

Conservation and Recovery Act Notifiers (RCRA), Chemical Bulk Storage (CBS), Solid Waste 

Facilities (SWF), Petroleum Bulk Storage (PBS), State Inactive Hazardous Waste Disposal Sites 

(SHWS), Major Oil Storage Facilities (MOSF), and Air Discharge Facilities (ADF). 

New York SPILLS Database 

The New York SPILLS database includes a list of releases reported to the NYS DEC, including 

those attributed to tank test failures and tank failures. The tank test failures list only covers tanks 

that are below ground, while the tank failures list includes tanks that are either below or above 

ground. This database also lists spills that occur during the transportation of chemicals. 
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Sixty-five releases were reported within a quarter of a mile radius of the subject property, thirty 

three of which were within one-eighth of a  mile. The closest active release involved the report 

of an one pint of unknown petroleum on three gallons of water in Manhole # 4273, located at the 

intersection of Freeman Street and West Street in April of 2000. The majority of other active 

spills reported within 450 feet of the subject property are either tank test failures or reports of 

discoveries of petroleum in manholes. These releases typically involve less than one gallon of 

spilled material, and most occurred aboveground and have been cleaned up with due diligence. 

Most small quantity on-land releases do not spread beyond the directly adjacent properties, and 

they are often contained within the immediate vicinity of the spill. As such, none of the listings 

for the surrounding area would be expected to have significantly affected the subject property.  

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Notifiers Listings 

The NYS DEC's Bureau of Hazardous Waste Facility Compliance regulates hazardous waste 

from the point of generation to the point of disposal. The identified sites tracked on this list are 

those which have filed notification forms in accordance with the Resource Conservation and 

Recovery Act requirements regarding their hazardous waste activity. These sites include 

treatment, storage and disposal facilities (TSDs); small-quantity and large-quantity generators; 

and transporters of hazardous waste regulated under RCRA. The discussion below includes the 

CORRACTS listings (if any) of facilities which are subject to corrective action under RCRA.  

One TSD facilities was identified within a one-mile radius of the subject area. Ten RCRA 

generators were listed within a one-eighth mile radius of the project site. Several of these 

industrial facilities with known generation of hazardous wastes (including halogenated solvents) 

are located up-gradient with respect to groundwater to the subject property. Several facilities 

have Class One RCRA violations, indicating releases may have occurred. Groundwater quality 

may have been impaired by these operations.   

Kosan Industrial Corp., a treatment, storage and disposal facility located at 5-49 49th Avenue, is 

located north of Newtown Creek in Long Island City, therefore, it would not be expected to 

affect the subject property.  

The following generators were listed within one-eighth mile of the subject property: 

 NuHart Company, located at 49 Dupont Street, at the intersection of Franklin Street, across 

the street from the subject property, was listed twice as a Large Quantity Generator of Solid 

Wastes that exhibits the characteristics of ignitability and corrosivity, barium, spent 

halogenated solvents, and formaldehyde in 1990 and 1997. One Class One and one Class 

Two violation were listed for this facility; 

 Consolidated Edison, located at 7466-7489 Huron Street, approximately 190 feet southeast 

of the subject property, was listed as a generator of lead in 1997; 

 New York City Transit Authority, located at 65 Commercial Street, northeast adjacent to the 

subject property, was listed as a Large Quantity Generator of spent non-halogenated 

solvents, spent halogenated solvents; solid waste that exhibits the characteristic of 

ignitability, lead and benzene in 1992, 1993, 1996 and 1998. Two Class One violations were 

listed for this facility; 

 Liquimark, located at 71 Green Street, approximately 205 feet southeast of the subject 

property, was listed in this database for generating solid waste that exhibits the characteristic 
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of corrosivity and spent non-halogenated solvents in 1994. Nine Class One violations were 

reported for this facility; 

 Harte & Company, Inc., located at 77 Commercial Street, approximately 225 feet northeast 

of the subject property, was listed in this database as a Large Quantity Generator, however, 

no chemical information was provided; 

 Pat & Doms Body & Fender Repair, located at 246 Franklin Street, approximately 300 feet 

east of the subject property, was listed as a Small Quantity Generator of five different kinds 

of waste in 1990; 

 Huxley Envelope Corporation, located at 145 West Street, approximately 332 feet to the 

southeast of the subject property, was listed as a Large Quantity Generator of spent 

halogenated solvents used in degreasing in 1994. One Class One violation was reported for 

this facility; 

 Interflo Technologies, located at 19 Clay Street, approximately 400 feet northeast of the 

subject property, was listed in this database for having generated four different kinds of 

waste in 1994 and 1995. Twenty-four violations were reported for this facility; and 

 Electrical Precision Mete, located at 214 Franklin Street, approximately 470 feet southeast 

of the subject property, was listed in this database, however, not hazardous waste 

information was provided. 

Chemical Bulk Storage (CBS) Database 

The New York CBS is a list of facilities that store regulated non-petroleum substances in 

aboveground tanks with capacities greater than 185 gallons and/or in underground tanks of any 

size. 

No CBS facilities were identified within a one-eighth mile radius of the subject property. 

Solid Waste Facilities (SWF) 

This database includes a listing of landfills, incinerators, transfer stations, recycling centers, and 

other sites that manage solid waste.  

Fourteen SWFs were reported within a one-mile radius of the project site, the closest of which 

was DH Farney Contractors, Inc., located at 5502 Sencond Street, approximately 1270 feet north 

of the subject property. This facility was listed as a Large Transfer Station of residential waste. 

No waste is stored or disposed at transfer stations; waste is mainly transferred from small 

garbage trucks to larger vehicles for transportation to a landfill, recycling center or incinerator. 

These facilities are, therefore, unlikely to affect soil or groundwater conditions at the project 

site. 

Petroleum Bulk Storage (PBS) Database 

The New York State PBS lists commercial facilities with registered petroleum tanks located 

either above or below ground in excess of 1,100 gallons and less than 400,000 gallons. 

Eleven PBS listings were reported within an eighth of a mile radius of the subject property, three 

of which are in the immediate vicinity. The closest three listings for bulk petroleum storage are 

summarized below: 

 Eagle Street Association, located at 48 Eagle Street, directly across the street from the 

subject property, was listed as having two 10,000-gallon and one 6,000-gallon, 

closed-in-place, underground, #1, 2 or 4 fuel oil tanks; 
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 Rialto Products, Inc., located at 61-65 Green Street, directly across West Street from the 

subject property, was listed as having one, in-service, 2,000-gallon vaulted underground, #1, 

2 or 4 fuel oil tank; and 

 Deven Lithographers, Inc., located at 15 Huron Street, directly south-adjacent to the subject 

property on Block 2520, was listed as having one 5,000-gallon, underground, #1, 2 or 4 fuel 

oil tank.  

It should also be noted that the Crosstown Bus Depot, located directly northeast-adjacent to the 

subject property, was listed as having seven closed underground and aboveground storage tanks 

with a total capacity of 18,320 gallons. This depot is located cross-gradient from the subject 

property with respect to groundwater and would therefore be less likely to have affected the 

subject property unless very large unreported releases occurred.  

During site inspection, one 275-gallon aboveground storage tank of hydraulic oil and one 

275-gallon aboveground storage tank of motor oil were observed in the corrugated metal garage 

in Area 1 and one abandoned 275-gallon aboveground storage tank was observed behind an 

office trailer in Area 8. Mr. Doyle reported that two 550-gallon underground gasoline tanks were 

associated with the fuel pump in Area 1 and one 550-gallon aboveground fuel oil tank was 

associated with the two-story brick office building in Area 1. The fuel oil tank was not observed 

during site inspection.  

New York City Fire Department computerized records did not list any motor vehicle fuel tank of 

heating oil tanks for the subject property. New York City Buildings Department Block and Lot 

records for Block 2520, Lot 57 included a 1935 Fuel Oil Permit for a 550-gallon underground 

storage tank to be located directly outside of a two-story office, a 1935 blueprint showing a 

gasoline tank located at the northwest corner of a two-story brick building, and a 1938 Permit to 

install one 550-gallon gasoline tank and one fuel pump. New York City Buildings Department 

Block and Lot records for Block 2492, Lot 1 included a record showing one 550-gallon fuel oil 

tank within a two-story building. New York City Buildings Department computerized records 

for Block 2472, Lot 410 showed listings for Fuel Oil Permits for the following years: 1946, 

1980, 1984 and 1988. 

State Inactive Hazardous Waste Disposal Site Registry (SHWS) 

This database maintains information and aids decision-making regarding the investigation and 

clean-up of hazardous sites. The Registry's information includes the clean-up status, type of 

clean-up, types and quantities of contaminants involved, and the assessment of health and 

environmental concerns. 

Six State listed inactive Hazardous Waste Sites were reported within a one-mile radius of the 

project site, however, all of these are located greater than one-half mile away from the subject 

property and are, therefore, unlikely to be of concern. 

Major Oil Storage Facilities (MOSF) Database 

These facilities may be on-shore facilities or vessels, with petroleum storage capacities of 

400,000 gallons or more.  

Eight MOSFs were reported within a 1-mile radius of the project site, however, all are located 

either in Long Island City (across Newtown Creek) or greater than one-half mile away from the 

subject property and are, therefore, not of concern. 

Air Discharge Facilities Index (ADF) 
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This listing of sites tracked by the New York State Regulatory Compliance Information System 

includes address information on each facility and the source of its associated air emissions. 

Twelve ADF listings were reported within a one-eighth mile radius of the subject property. The 

closest three listings are summarized below: 

 Courier Packaging, Inc, at both 220 West Street and 48 Eagle Street, was listed as having the 

potential to release volatile organic compounds. The address listed for this facility, 220 West 

Street, would place it in Area 8 of the subject property, however, Courier Packaging, Inc. is 

not currently a tenant of the property. Therefore, the facility is likely located at 48 Eagle 

Street, directly across the street from the subject property; 

 Consolidated Laundries; located at 32-48 Eagle Street, adjacent to Area 8 on the subject 

property, was listed in this database, however, no further information was provided; and 

 NuHart & Company, located at 49 Dupont Street, approximately 40 feet northeast of the 

subject property, was listed twice in this database as having the actual or potential emissions 

of volatile organic compounds above the applicable major source thresholds. This facility 

was reportedly in violation with regard to procedural compliance. 
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4.2.3 Local 

Records maintained by the New York City Fire and Buildings Departments were investigated to 

determine the potential presence of hazardous materials. These records typically include fuel oil, 

gasoline and waste oil tank installation applications and permits and records of prior uses. Mr. 

Doyle stated that there were three mailing addresses that he knew for the property: 171 West 

Street, 237 Franklin Street, and 37 Commercial Street. These were the addressed used to search 

New York City Fire Department records. Buildings Department records were requested for 

Block and Lots of the subject property, however, the following computerized records were 

available: Block 2472, Lot 410; Block 2492, Lot 1; Block 2510, Lot 1; and Block 2520, Lot 57. 

The following Block and Lot folders were available for review: Block 2494, Lot 1; Block 2502, 

Lot 1; and Block 2520, Lot 57. Copies of pertinent legible information are included in Appendix 

D. 

New York City Fire Department computerized records did not list any motor vehicle fuel tank of 

heating oil tanks for the subject property. 

New York City Buildings Department Block and Lot records for Block 2520, Lot 57 included an 

1890 blue print for the construction of a brick building, a 1935 Fuel Oil Permit for a 550-gallon 

underground storage tank to be located directly outside of a two-story office, a 1935 blueprint 

showing a gasoline tank located at the northwest corner of a two-story brick building, a 1938 

Permit to install one 550-gallon gasoline tank and one fuel pump, and a 1935 New Building 

Permit to construct a garage.  

New York City Buildings Department Block and Lot records for Block 2492, Lot 1 included a 

record showing one 550-gallon fuel oil tank within a two-story building. This record indicated 

the property to be occupied by the Greenpoint Lumber Exchange. 

New York City Buildings Department Block 2502, Lot 1 included a 1936 Demolition Permit for 

a frame dwelling house shown on the southeast corner of the block. This Permit was addressed 

to the Newtown Creek Coal and Coke Company, Inc. 

New York City Buildings Department computerized records for Block 2472, Lot 410 showed 

listings for Fuel Oil Permits for the following years: 1946, 1980, 1984 and 1988. 
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5.0  CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based on the results of our investigation, there appears to be a high potential for environmental 

impairments. The following concerns are noted: 

The regulatory databases, Fire Department records, historical land-use atlases, and the visual site 

inspection indicate that the subject property has over a 100-year history of industrial use related 

primarily to the lumber and coal industries. Lumber Exchange Terminal, Inc, the current owner of the 

property, reportedly assembled the property in the 1930s, 1940s and 1950s. The owner began to phase 

out lumber yard operations in the 1980's when he began leasing portions of the property to industrial 

tenants, mainly for use as contractor’s storage yards. Currently, only a small portion of the property 

remains occupied by Lumber Exchange Terminal, Inc. For the purpose of clarity, each Tax Block will 

be discussed individually (See Figure 2), and then potential environmental impairments located 

outside of the subject property will be discussed. 

 

• Tax Block 2520, Lot 57 - This portion of the property was historically occupied by a portion of 

the New York Dye - Wood Extract and Chemical Company ca. 1887 through ca. 1905 (also 

located on Block 2510); it was used for logwood, wagon and pattern storage. This Lot was also 

occupied by a portion of the New York Quebracho Extract Company ca. 1916 (also located on 

Block 2510); it contained a cooperage and a wagon house. Quebracho is a natural bark extract, rich 

in tannins, which is used to treat leather. Although quebracho is an organic substance, the process 

used to extract it may have involved the use or generation of hazardous materials or wastes. 

However, it appears this portion of the business was used more for storage than for manufacturing. 

Block 2520, Lot 57 was occupied by Lumber Exchange Terminal Inc. prior to 1942 through the 

present (Area 1 - Areas are shown in Figure 2). Other tenants currently occupying the Lot include 

Acquisitions Investment, Inc. (Area 2 - used for bus parking and minor repair) and Trochom 

Construction Corporation (a portion of Area 3 - used for auto parking and contractor’s materials 

storage). This portion of the property currently contains a two-story brick office building (which 

first appeared on Sanborn Maps in 1887), a large corrugated metal garage (which first appeared on 

Sanborn Maps in 1965), and a small guard shed near the Green Street entrance. Surface staining 

was observed in Areas 1, 2, and 3. 20- and 30-cubic yard waste containers were observed in Areas 

2 and 3, respectively. 

Suspect asbestos-containing materials, including boiler insulation, pipe insulation, spray-on fire 

proofing, floor and ceiling tiles were observed in the two-story brick building during site 

inspection. The roof was inaccessible at the time of inspection, however, due to the age of the 

structure, it can be assumed to contain asbestos. This structure was reportedly heated by fuel oil 

located in one 550-gallon tank enclosed behind a brick wall near the boiler room. In addition, one 

fuel pump was observed outside of the two-story brick building, which was reportedly serviced by 

two 550-gallon underground gasoline tanks. New York City Buildings Department Block and Lot 

records for Block 2520, Lot 57 included a 1935 Fuel Oil Permit for a 550-gallon underground 

storage tank to be located directly outside of a two-story office, a 1935 blueprint showing an 

underground gasoline tank located at the northwest corner of a two-story brick building, a 1938 

Permit to install one 550-gallon underground gasoline tank and one fuel pump and a 1957 record 

showing one 550-gallon fuel oil tank within a two-story building. A search of computerized Fire 

Department records did not locate any heating or motor fuel oil records for the property.   
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The small guard shed may contain asbestos-containing and/or lead paint-containing materials, 

though none were observed during site inspection.  

The eastern portion of the garage building was used primarily to store fork lifts and old car parts; 

the western portion of the garage was primarily used for the storage of car batteries, tires and tools. 

The area was illuminated with new-looking pole mounted fluorescent lights, however, old, ceiling 

mounted fluorescent lights (potentially with PCB-containing ballasts) were observed throughout 

the structure. One 275-gallon aboveground storage tank of hydraulic oil, one 275-gallon 

aboveground storage tank of motor oil and over twenty 55-gallon drums and several 5-gallon 

drums of petroleum products were observed in the eastern portion of the structure; several 

55-gallon drums of lube oil and antifreeze and two oxygen and acetylene tanks were observed in 

the western portion. AKRF personnel were informed that auto and fork lift repair occurred in the 

areas directly east and west of the garage building. Severe surface staining and several 55-gallon 

drums of petroleum products were observed in these areas.  

The fuel oil, gasoline, hydraulic oil and motor oil tanks; the 55- and 5-gallon containers of 

petroleum products; and the Block’s current usage for auto repair could have contributed to 

petroleum contamination in soil and/or groundwater. The Block’s former usage as a dye and 

chemical factory, as a quebracho extract company and as a lumber yard (if pressure treatment 

occurred on-site) could have contributed to hazardous materials contamination on-site. 

Asbestos-containing and/or lead paint containing building materials could be present in the 

two-story brick office building and/or in the corrugated metal garage on the Block. Finally, 

mercury-containing fluorescent lights and/or PBC-containing ballasts could be present in lighting 

fixtures in on-site structures.  

 

• Tax Block 2510 - This portion of the property was historically occupied by a portion of the New 

York Dye - Wood Extract and Chemical Company ca. 1887 through ca. 1905 (also located on 

Block 2520, Lot 57); it contained a large logwood storage shed, a small oil storage shed, an area 

with 15 wooden dye tanks, a large tank house, and storage, cutting and manufacturing buildings. 

This Lot was also occupied by a portion of the New York Quebracho Extract Company ca. 1916 

(also located on Block 2510); it contained several storage sheds and industrial buildings, a large 

tank room and two areas with dye wood tanks and logwood tanks. This portion of the business 

appeared to have been used both for manufacturing and for storage. Block 2510 was occupied by 

Lumber Exchange Terminal Inc. prior to 1942 through 1989. Tenants currently occupying the 

Block include Trochom Construction Corporation (a portion of Area 3 - used for contractor’s 

materials storage), Bay Crane Services, Inc., (Area 4 - used for storage of cranes and other large 

construction vehicles), Safway Steel Products, Inc./ Spring Scaffolding (a portion of Area 6 - used 

for storage of scaffolding materials) and Hylan Electrical Contracting, Inc. (Area 7 - used for 

storage of materials used to install fiber optic cabling). 55-gallon drums of water-based curing 

compounds for concrete surfaces, hydraulic oil and white resin and several five-gallon drums of 

silicon sealant were observed in Area 3. Surface staining was also observed in Area 3. Generators, 

several fork lifts and 55-gallon drums of fiber optic cable lubricator were observed in Area 6. 20- 

and 30-cubic yard waste containers were observed in Areas 3 and 6, respectively.  

The 55- and 5-gallon containers of chemicals and petroleum products and the Block’s former 

usage as a dye and chemical factory, as a quebracho extract company and as a lumber yard (if 

pressure treatment occurred on-site) could have contributed to hazardous materials contamination 

on-site. 
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• Tax Block 2502 - This portion of the property was historically occupied by A.K. Meserole & 

Company (a mason material and coal storage yard) and a portion of C. Winant’s Spar Company ca. 

1916; a portion of Nesmith and Constantine’s Log Storage Yard and a two-story lumber shed 

belonging to P.M. Dingee & Sons ca. 1905; Export Auto Case Company and vacant land ca. 1916; 

vacant land ca. 1942; and the Lumber Exchange Terminal, Inc. ca. 1951 through ca. 2000. Tenants 

currently occupying the Block include Trochom Construction Corporation (a portion of Area 3 - 

used for contractor’s materials storage), River Hauling, Inc. (a portion of Area 5 - used for 

temporary storage and transport of large items), Safway Steel Products, Inc. (a portion of Area 6 - 

used for storage of scaffolding materials) and Far Better Towing, Inc. / R-D Towing Corporation 

(Area 8 - used for the storage of repossessed automobiles). 55-gallon drums of water-based curing 

compounds for concrete surfaces, hydraulic oil and white resin and several five-gallon drums of 

silicon sealant were observed in Area 3. Surface staining was observed in Areas 3 and 5. Pony 

generators, several fork lifts and 55-gallon drums of fiber optic cable lubricator were observed in 

Area 6. 20- and 30-cubic yard waste containers were observed in Areas 3 and 6. 

The 55-gallon containers of chemicals and petroleum products currently on-site and the Block’s 

former usage as a lumber yard (if pressure treatment occurred on-site) could have contributed to 

hazardous materials contamination on-site. Furthermore, illegal dumping of petroleum and/or 

hazardous materials could have occurred on historically vacant land.  

 

• Tax Block 2472, Lots 2, 32, 100, 410 and 425 - Block 2472 was historically occupied by a 

portion of C. Winant’s Spar Company and Church and Reeves Lumber Yard ca. 1916; a portion of 

Nesmith and Constantine’s Log Storage Yard, the Bergen & Company Lumber Yard and the 

O’Rourke Engineering Construction Company ca. 1905; the Bergen & Company Lumber Yard, a 

portion of the New York State Barge Canal Terminal; a portion of Alberene Stone Company Tub 

Storage and vacant land ca. 1916; the New York State Canal Terminal, Greenpoint Coal Docks, 

Inc. and vacant land ca. 1942 through ca. 1951; and the Lumber Exchange Terminal, Inc. ca. 1965 

through ca. 2000. Sanborn Maps from the year 2000 indicated Block 2472 to also contain Two 

Guys Towing and Auto Repair and a parking lot. Current tenants include Far Better Towing, Inc. / 

R-D Towing Corporation (a portion of Area 8 - used to park repossessed automobiles), Lumber 

Exchange Terminal, Inc. (a portion of Area 1 - used to store lumber), River Hauling, Inc. (a 

portion of Area 5 - used for temporary storage and transport of large items), New York City 

Housing Authority (Area 9 - used to park cars and store materials), Henkles & McCoy (Area 10 - 

used to park cars and store contractor’s materials), Supreme Trucking (Area 11 - used for parking 

and minor repair large cargo trucks and for the staging of large items), MWK Transport, Inc./SJK 

Transport (Area 12 - used for truck parking and the storage of materials), and Spring Scaffolding 

(Area 13 - used to store scaffolding materials). Several fork lifts, 55-gallon drums of hydraulic oil, 

a 20-cubic yard waste container and surface staining in several areas were observed in this portion 

of Area 5. It was reported that minor auto repairs, truck washing and tire changes were performed 

in Area 11. Several 55-gallon drums of lube oil were observed in Area 11. New York City 

Buildings Department computerized records for Block 2472, Lot 410 showed listings for Fuel Oil 

Permits for the following years: 1946, 1980, 1984 and 1988. It is unknown whether these potential 

tanks were located aboveground or underground. 

The 55-gallon containers of petroleum products currently on-site, the potential storage tanks 

on-site,  the Block’s former usage as a lumber yard (if pressure treatment occurred on-site), and 
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the Block’s current use for auto repair could have contributed to petroleum and/or hazardous 

materials contamination on-site. Furthermore, illegal dumping of petroleum and/or hazardous 

materials could have occurred on historically vacant land. 

 

• Block 2494, Lot 1 - Block 2494, Lot 1 was historically occupied by dwellings and stores ca. 1887 

through ca. 1905; a garage and repair shop with a tank house and an underground storage tank ca. 

1916; vacant land ca. 1951; and the Lumber Exchange Terminal ca. 1965 through 2000. Far Better 

Towing, Inc. / R-D Towing Corporation is the current occupant of the Lot (a portion of Area 8 -  

used to repair, park and auction seized vehicles). A trailer office and a one-story brick auto-repair 

shop were observed near the entrance to Area 8 (at the intersection of Franklin and Dupont 

Streets). The one-story building contained brick walls, concrete floors and a wood ceiling. The 

roof was not inspected, but can be assumed to contain asbestos. One 55-gallon drum of diesel fuel 

was observed in this building and three more were observed outside of the building. An employee 

of Far Better Towing, Inc. informed AKRF personnel that oil and tires are changed and minor 

repairs occur. No vehicles were reportedly fueled on the property. Piles of trash, tires, car parts, a 

tank of carbon dioxide gas and one 275-gallon abandoned aboveground storage tank were 

observed surrounding the trailer and the one-story structure.  

The 55-gallon containers of petroleum products currently on-site, the current and former 

auto-repair operation, the underground gasoline storage tank identified on the property, the 

hydraulic lift system identified on-site and the former usage as a lumber yard (if pressure treatment 

occurred on-site) could have contributed to petroleum and/or hazardous materials contamination 

on-site. Asbestos-containing and/or lead paint containing materials could be present in the 

one-story auto repair shop. Furthermore, illegal dumping of petroleum and/or hazardous materials 

could have occurred on historically vacant land. 

 

• Environmental Conditions Located Outside of the Subject Property - In the New York State 

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) database, one Treatment, Storage, and 

Disposal facilities was identified within a one-mile radius of the subject area and ten RCRA 

generators were listed within a one-eighth mile radius of the project site. Several of these industrial 

facilities with known generation of hazardous wastes (including halogenated solvents) are located 

up-gradient with respect to groundwater to the subject property. Several facilities have Class One 

RCRA violations, indicating releases may have occurred. Groundwater quality may have been 

impaired by these operations. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 

• AKRF recommends a Phase II Subsurface Site Investigation to determine the presence and 

possible extent of underground storage tanks as well as petroleum and/or hazardous materials 

contamination in on site soil and groundwater; 

 

• AKRF recommends any identifies tanks be properly registered, if required, with the New York 

State Department of Environmental Conservation and the New York City Fire Department. Prior 

to any renovation or demolition activities with the potential to disturb known tanks, they should be 



AKRF, Inc. Greenpoint Lumber Yard, Brooklyn, NY 

 

 
Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 25 

property assessed, closed and removed from the property in accordance with all federal, state and 

local regulations; 

 

• Prior to any renovation or demolition activities with the potential to disturb suspect asbestos 

containing materials, an asbestos survey should be conducted. If these materials prove to contain 

asbestos, they should be properly removed and disposed of in accordance with all sate and federal 

regulations; 

 

• Any renovation or demolition activities with the potential to disturb lead-based paint must be 

performed in accordance with the applicable Occupational Safety and Health Administration 

regulation (OSHA 29 CFR 1926.62 - Lead Exposure in Construction). Current New York State 

Department of Environmental Conservation guidance permits the disposal of construction 

materials covered with lead-based paint as demolition debris within an approved landfill; and 

 

• The suspect mercury-containing fluorescent lights and suspect PCB-containing lighting fixtures 

do not currently present a potential hazard to human health. Unless there is labeling or test data to 

indicate they are not mercury- and/or PCB-containing, if disposal is required, it should be in 

accordance with applicable federal, state, and local regulations and guidelines. 
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6.0  QUALIFICATIONS 

The purpose of this assessment was to convey a professional opinion about the potential presence or 

absence of contamination, or possible sources of contamination on the property and to identify 

existing and/or potential environmental problems associated with the property. 

The assessment was performed in accordance with customary principles and practices in the 

environmental consulting industry and in accordance with ASTM Standard E1527-00, Standard 

Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Practice. It is 

intended for use as a supplement to the property appraisal and is only to be used as a guide in 

determining the possible presence or absence of hazardous materials on the subject property at the 

time of the inspection. This assessment is based upon the review of readily available records relating 

to previous use of both the project site and the surrounding area, as well as a visual inspection of the 

current condition of the property. Environmental characteristics at this site and surrounding sites may 

be subject to change in the future. 

This Phase I Assessment is not and should not be construed as, a guarantee, warranty, or certification 

of the presence or absence of hazardous substances, which can be made only with testing and contains 

no formal plans or recommendations to rectify or remediate the presence of any hazardous substances 

which may be subject to regulatory approval. This report is not a regulatory compliance audit. 

A preliminary visual screening was performed to identify suspect asbestos-containing materials in 

readily accessible and visible areas. Hidden materials, such as those inside walls, crawl spaces and 

inside duct work were not accessed.  

This report is based on services performed by AKRF, Inc. professional staff and observation of the site 

and its surrounding area. We represent that observations made in this assessment are accurate to the 

best of our knowledge and that no findings or observations concerning the potential presence of 

hazardous substances have been withheld or amended. The research and inspections have been carried 

to a level that meets accepted industry and professional standards. Nevertheless, AKRF and the 

undersigned shall have no liability or obligation to any party other than Park Tower Realty Corp. and 

their successors or assignees and AKRF's obligations and liabilities to the above, their successors or 

assignees is limited to fraudulent statements made, or negligent or willful acts or omissions.  
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