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Report Recommends Cleanup of
Brownfield Site Contamination

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) is reviewing the Remedial
Investigation Report for the 245 West 55" Street site (“site”) located at 245-249 West 55th Street,
Manhattan, NY. Please see the map for the site location.

Remedial Investigation Report

The Remedial Investigation Report (RIR) describes the results of the site investigation and
recommends development of a cleanup plan to address the contamination that was found. The RIR
was submitted by 245 West 55th St LLC ("applicant").

e Access the RIR and other project documents online through the DECinfo Locator:
https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/data/DecDocs/C231157/.

e Documents also are available at the locations identified under “Where to Find Information.”

Highlights of the Remedial Investigation Report

Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) and Chlorinated Volatile Organic Compounds were detected in
groundwater above ambient water quality standards (AWQS) and were also detected in elevated
concentrations in soil vapor. One VOC, n-Propylbenzene, was detected in soils exceeding protection of
groundwater soil cleanup objectives to a depth of 9 feet below basement grade, and this substance was
also detected in groundwater exceeding standards.

Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) were detected in soils exceeding restricted residential soil
cleanup objectives and were detected in groundwater above standards.

Next Steps

NYSDEC will complete its review, make any necessary revisions and, if appropriate, approve the
investigation report. The approved report will be made available to the public (see “Where to Find
Information”). The applicant may then develop a cleanup plan, called a "Remedial Action Work Plan."
This plan describes how contamination will be addressed, with NYSDEC and NYSDOH overseeing the
work. NYSDEC will present the draft cleanup plan to the public for its review and comment during a 45-
day comment period. NYSDEC will keep the public informed throughout the investigation and cleanup
of the site.

Site Description

The site is located in midtown Manhattan and is identified as Block 1027, Lot 7 on the NYC Tax map.
The site is 0.14 acres and is bordered on the south by West 55th Street. The site is bordered on the
west, north, and east by adjacent mixed-use commercial/residential properties. It is currently developed
with a twelve-story commercial/office building with a basement, which was constructed circa 1914. The

For more information, or to sign up for email updates from NYSDEC, visit dec.ny.gov


https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/data/DecDocs/C231157/

site was formerly utilized for cinematographic film cleaning and film processing from approximately
1922 through 2011, and for film production including voiceover work, audio recording, and film editing
until 2021. The structure on site has been vacant since 2021.

The proposed redevelopment of the Site building will consist of the rehabilitation of the existing vacant
building into residential housing, including the removal of the existing top floor and the construction of 6
additional floors.

Additional site details, including environmental and health assessment summaries, are available on
NYSDEC's Environmental Site Remediation Database (by entering the site ID, C231157) at:
https://appfactory.dec.ny.gov/DERExternalSearch/ERDSearch

Brownfield Cleanup Program

New York's Brownfield Cleanup Program (BCP) encourages the voluntary cleanup of contaminated
properties known as "brownfields" so that they can be reused and redeveloped. These uses may
include recreation, housing, business or other uses. A brownfield site is any real property where a
contaminant is present at levels exceeding the SCOs or other health-based or environmental
standards, criteria or guidance adopted by NYSDEC that are applicable based on the reasonably
anticipated use of the property, in accordance with applicable regulations.

For more information about the BCP, visit:

https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/site-cleanup/brownfield-and-state-superfund-
programs/brownfield

Stay Informed with DEC Delivers

We encourage you to share this fact sheet with neighbors and tenants, and/or post this fact
sheet in a prominent area of your building for others to see.

Sign up to receive site updates by email:

https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/site-cleanup/regional-remediation-project-
information/environmental-cleanup-email-newsletters

Note: Please disregard if you already have signed up and received this fact sheet electronically.

DECinfo Locator

Interactive map to access DEC documents and public data about the environmental quality of specific
sites: https://dec.ny.gov/maps/interactive-maps/decinfo-locator
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Project-Related Questions
Erick Bower, Project Manager
NYSDEC

625 Broadway

Albany, NY 12233

p: (518) 402-9824
erick.bower@dec.ny.gov

Project-Related Health Questions

Christopher Budd

NYSDOH, Bureau of Environmental Exposure Investigation
Empire State Plaza

Corning Tower Room 1787

Albany, NY 12237

p: (518) 402-1769

beei@health.ny.gov

WHERE TO FIND INFORMATION

Access project documents through the DECinfo Locator and at these location(s):
https://extapps.dec.ny.qgov/data/DecDocs/C231157/

New York Public Library - 53rd Street Branch
18 West 53rd Street

New York, NY 10019

(212) 714-8400

53stbranch@nypl.org

Manhattan Community Board Five
450 Seventh Avenue, Suite 2109
New York, NY 10123

(212) 465-0907

office@cb5.org
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Translation Available. Don’t see your language? Ask!

To request to have this document translated into your preferred language, please contact the

English person below. There is no charge for the translation.
Espaiiol Para solicitar la traduccién de este documento al idioma que prefiera, comuniquese con la
Spanish persona que aparece abajo. La traduccioén es gratis.

BHAF

Simplified Chinese

WF RS OARNE RS R G S > BS LN N B R « BERFS Tt -

Pycckui YUToObl 3anpocuTb NepeBo 3TOro JOKYMEHTa Ha NpeanoynTaemMblii Bamu S3blK, NoXanymncra,
Russian CBAXUTECH C YKa3aHHbIM HWXe NMNUOoM. I'IepeBop, npegocTtaBndeTcd OecnnaTHoO.

WY WOIYA 7 0O T UTIAIND YOI ,IRIDW WOR PR DXVIVAIR DIVAIPRT 27 JART X JPAIRDIND W8
Yiddish JWVUPLIVIR JIRD TPRY DW1 7INT (VA JUNR (PNVAIN.
R 9% JRB ATNF T ST TEAM FAE AJEE FA©, AT FE AG SEA
Bengali FA TET A @M FFA| NI o (@ o ABE A7
s320] Ol IS HdSdt= AU Z HAGHHADM Otel Y X0AH Ao FHR. HSE MElAE
Korean FEaUL

Kreyol Ayisyen
Haitian Creole

Pou w fé demann tradiksyon dokiman sa a nan lang ou prefere a, tanpri kontakte moun ki anba
a. Ou p ap peye pou tradiksyon an.

Italiano Per richiedere la traduzione di questo documento nella tua lingua preferita, contatta la persona
Italian indicata qui sotto. La traduzione non prevede costi aggiuntivi.
Arabic LA8lSS () 90 g Ulae dea il ciland s GJU\ oaddll Juai¥l o) dlcasall @izl ) atiall 12a daa i allal
Polski Aby poprosi¢ o przettumaczenie tego dokumentu na preferowany jezyk, skontaktuj sie z osobg
Polish wskazang ponizej. Tlumaczenie nie jest odptatne.
Frangais Veuillez contacter la personne mentionnée ci-dessous afin de procéder a votre demande de
French traduction de document pour votre langage de préférence. La traduction est gratuite.
Py 2 S U e S ol el S Sl 5350 (S 5 S (e 05 a5 S ol e S sl
Urdu = T BS S e g ol i S Al

Erick Bower | Phone: (518) 402-9824 | Email: erick.bower@dec.ny.gov
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