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      October 22, 2014 
 
New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation 
Division of Environmental Remediation 
625 Broadway 
Albany, New York 12233-7020 
  
Attention:  Kelly Lewandowski, Chief, Site Control Section 
 
 

Re:  Brownfield Cleanup Program Application 
 Third Submission  

Former Hygrade Polishing and Plating Co. 
22-07 41st Avenue 
Long Island City, New York 
 

 
Dear Ms. Lewandowski: 
 
Please find the attached Brownfield Cleanup Program (BCP) Application for the above-
referenced project.  As requested, one complete paper hardcopy of this Application has been 
sent to your office along with a digital CD of the same, and one paper hardcopy and CD has also 
been sent to the Region 2 office. 
 
We thank you for the opportunity to submit this BCP Application on behalf of Stalingrad Ventures, 
LLC and look forward to moving ahead with the necessary remedial activities under the BCP.  If 
you have questions or need any additional detail regarding the completeness of this Application, 
please do not hesitate to call us.    
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
      CA RICH CONSULTANTS, INC. 

  
 Eric A. Weinstock 

Vice President 
 

 
 
 
 
cc:  Jane O’Connell, NYSDEC Region 2 
 James Periconi, Esq. 
 Stalingrad Ventures, LLC 



ca RICH Environmental Specialists 
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Section III. Current Property Owner/Operator Information
OWNER’S NAME
((
ADDRESS                                                                              

CITY/TOWN                                                                                                                              ZIP CODE

PHONE FAX E-MAIL

OPERATOR’S NAME   

ADDRESS                                                                              

CITY/TOWN                                                                                                                              ZIP CODE

PHONE FAX E-MAIL

Section IV. Requestor Eligibility Information (Please refer to ECL § 27-1407) 

If answering “yes” to any of the following questions, please provide an explanation as an attachment. 
1.  Are any enforcement actions pending against the requestor regarding this site?  Yes   No 
2.  Is the requestor subject to an existing order relating to contamination at the site?          Yes  No   
3.  Is the requestor subject to an outstanding claim by the Spill Fund for this site? Yes      No    
4.  Has the requestor been determined to have violated any provision of ECL Article 27?  Yes       No 
5.  Has the requestor previously been denied entry to the BCP?                  Yes       No 
6.  Has the requestor been found in a civil proceeding to have committed a negligent or intentionally tortious    Yes     No  
     act involving contaminants?                                                                    
7.  Has the requestor been convicted of a criminal offense that involves a violent felony, fraud, bribery, perjury,  Yes     No
     theft, or offense against public administration?                                                              
8.  Has the requestor knowingly falsified or concealed material facts or knowingly submitted or made use of a   Yes     No  
     false statement in a matter before the Department?                                              
9.  Is the requestor an individual or entity of the type set forth in ECL 27-1407.9(f) that committed an act Yes     No 
     or failed to act, and such act or failure to act could be the basis for denial of a BCP application? 

Section V. Property Eligibility Information (Please refer to ECL § 27-1405)

1.  Is the property, or was any portion of the property, listed on the National Priorities List?                                             Yes     No
     If yes, please provide relevant information as an attachment. 
2.  Is the property, or was any portion of the property, listed on the NYS Registry of Inactive Hazardous Waste Disposal Sites?
       If yes, please provide:      Site #_________________         Class # ________________ Yes          No
3.  Is the property subject to a permit under ECL Article 27, Title 9, other than an Interim Status facility? Yes No 
     If yes, please provide:   Permit type:____________________      EPA ID Number:____________ 
                                         Date permit issued:______________       Permit expiration date:___________ 
4.   Is the property subject to a cleanup order under navigation law Article 12 or ECL Article 17 Title 10? Yes     No
     If yes, please provide:     Order  #_________________          
5.  Is the property subject to a state or federal enforcement action related to hazardous waste or petroleum?  Yes     No  
      If yes, please provide explanation as an attachment.

Section VI. Project Description

What stage is the project starting at?                      Investigation                                    Remediation 

Please attach a description of the project which includes the following components: 

$ Purpose and scope of the project 
$ Estimated project schedule 

Stalingrad Ventures LLC
320 Northern Blvd.
Great Neck 11021

631-293-1998 631-293-7742 uselectroplate@optonline.net

Stalingrad Ventures LLC
22-07 41st Avenue
Long Island City 11101

631-293-1998 631-293-7742 uselectroplate@optonline.net

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
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Requestor Information 
 

BCP Application Section I 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Former Hygrade Polishing and Plating Co. Site 
Brownfield Cleanup Program Application 

Supporting Information 
 

Attachment 1 
 

Section I. Requestor Information 
 
 
 
The Stalingrad Ventures LLC development (Site) is located at 22-07 41st Avenue in Long Island 
City, New York.  The Site is comprised of one lot (County: Queens; Block: 409; Lot: 6) totaling 
1.03 acres.   
 
The lot is currently owned by: 
 

Stalingrad Ventures LLC 
320 Northern Blvd. 
Great Neck, NY 11021 
 

The lot is currently undergoing construction.   
 
 Unoccupied  

22-07 41st Avenue 
Long Island City, NY 11101 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                    
 
 

Attachment 2 
 

Current Property Owner/Operator Information  
and Tax Map 

 
BCP Application Section III 

 
 
 



Former Hygrade Polishing and Plating Co. Site 
Brownfield Cleanup Program Application 

Supporting Information 
 

Attachment 2 
 

Section III. Current Site Owner/Operator Information and Tax Map 
 
 
 
The Stalingrad Ventures LLC development (Site) is located at 22-07 41st Avenue in Long Island 
City, New York.  The Site is comprised of one lot (County: Queens; Block: 409; Lot: 6) totaling 
1.03 acres.   
 
The lot is currently owned by: 
 

Stalingrad Ventures LLC 
320 Northern Blvd. 
Great Neck, NY 11021 
 

The lot is currently undergoing construction.   
 
 Unoccupied  

22-07 41st Avenue 
Long Island City, NY 11101 



Stalingrad Ventures 
22-07 41st Avenue 

Long Island City, NY 
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Attachment 3 
 

Requestor Eligibility Information 
 

BCP Application Section V 
 
 
 



Former Hygrade Polishing and Plating Co. Site 
Brownfield Cleanup Program Application 

Supporting Information 
 

Attachment 3 
 

Section IV. Requestor Eligibility Information 
 
 
 
 
The current owner, Stalingrad Ventures LLP, (Stalingrad) closed on the purchase of the site on 
March 8, 2013.  Neither the owner nor the Principal of Stalingrad, Robert Birnbaum, have any 
corporate or individual relationship to the former owner or its Principal (other than the contract of 
sale).  The site is comprised of one tax lot in Queens County (Block 409; Lot 6) 
 
The operations at Hygrade Polishing and Plating (a.k.a. Double E Plating) began in 1962.  From 
1962 to 2012, Hygrade operated a metal polishing and electroplating facility.  The facility 
conducted its plating operations in tanks and barrels. Chromium, brass (copper and zinc), nickel 
and zinc plating were commonly performed at this location. Wastes generated by these 
processes are by definition RCRA hazardous.  
 
Beginning in March 2013, the new owner performed a voluntary cleanup of the above ground 
portions of the Hygrade facility under a NYCDEP Commissioner’s Order.  A copy of the Order, 
which was issued to Edward Byers and Double E Plating Corp., is included as part of this 
Attachment.  This work was overseen by representatives of the NYCDEP along with periodic 
inspections by representatives of the NYSDEC Region 2 office.  As part of the voluntary cleanup 
effort, the following removal actions were performed by Innovative Recycling Technologies, Inc. 
(IRT) and Metro Environmental Contracting Corp (MECC).  The details of their cleanup program 
are summarized in a separate report prepared by IRT (Ref 1).  At the request of the NYSDEC a 
RCRA Closure Plan was then prepared and submitted to the NYSDEC to outline the procedures 
to be used to complete the closure of this facility (Ref. 2).  As of the date of this application, the 
Closure Plan has not been approved.  In the meanwhile, Stalingrad has continued the excavation 
and removal of contaminated soil from this site as part of the renovation of the building for future 
use.   
 
The site is eligible for the BCP because hazardous waste was released to the soil and 
groundwater below the site in such as fashion as to complicate the redevelopment of the 
property.  Contaminated groundwater remains below the property.  Since the site is comprised on 
one tax lot, the entire site is eligible for the program.  The applicant is a volunteer as they did not 
own the property or operate the facility while Hygrade was in operation. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                    
 
 

Attachment 4 
 

Project Description and Schedule  
 

BCP Application Section VI 
 
 
 



Former Hygrade Polishing and Plating Co. Site 
Brownfield Cleanup Program Application 

Supporting Information 
Attachment 4 

 
Section VI. Project Description and Schedule 

 
 
 
Between 1962 and 2012, the property was used as a metal electroplating facility. The facility conducted 
its plating operations in tanks and barrels. Chromium, brass (copper and zinc), nickel and zinc plating 
were commonly performed at this location. Based on sampling results, it appears that chlorinated 
solvents were also used at this facility.  
 
Beginning in March 2013, the new owner (Stalingrad Ventures LLP) performed a voluntary cleanup of the 
Hygrade facility performed under a NYCDEP Commissioner’s Order.  A copy of the Order, which was 
issued to Edward Byers and Double E Plating Corp., is included in the Draft Closure Plan.  This work was 
overseen by representatives of the NYCDEP along with periodic inspections by representatives of the 
NYSDEC Region 2 office.  As part of the voluntary cleanup effort, removal actions were performed by 
Innovative Recycling Technologies, Inc. (IRT) and Metro Environmental Contracting Corp (MECC).  The 
details of their cleanup program are summarized in a separate report prepared by IRT (Ref 1) and 
included the removal and proper disposal of all the plating solution, wastes and bulk product remaining in 
the facility. 
 
Stalingrad Ventures LLP has continued voluntarily cleaning up and restoring this building.  This included 
removing the entire eastern and western walls on the first floor and replacing them with new concrete 
block, removing the concrete surfacing from the remaining walls, washing and resurfacing the floors, 
removal of soil from the basement and sampling the groundwater below the basement.   
 
The owner plans to lease the first, second, third and fourth floors of the building to tenants for use as 
professional office space or other similar commercial applications.  There are currently no plans for this 
building to be used for residential occupancy.  The basement area is planned to be used for storage only 
by tenants in the building.  A section of the basement will be sectioned off for use by the property owner 
only.  If future groundwater remediation is required, this space will be available for placement of 
remediation products and equipment.  



TABLE 1
Former Hygrade Polishing and Plating Co. Site
SCHEDULE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVITIES WORKING WITH NYSDEC UNDER THE BCP

Tasks

Environmental
Preparation of BCP Application 
DEC completeness check (2 weeks)
Public Comment Period (30 days)
Execute BCP Agreement (15 days, est.)
Citizen Participation Plan (CPP)
Remedial Investigation Work Plan
Interim Remedial Measures Work Plan 
DEC review and approval
Public Comment Period and Fact Sheet (30 days)
Remedial Investigation Field Work
Interim Remedial Measures Field Work
Remedial Investigation Report
DEC review and approval of RI Report
Interim Remedial Measures Report 
DEC review and approval of IRM Report
Public Comment Period and Fact Sheet (45 days)
Prepare Draft Environmental Easement
Preparation of Site Management Plan (SMP)
Obtain Final Environmental Easement
Certificate of Completion*

* This schedule assumes the IRM will serve as the final remedy along with continued post-remedation monitoring

Nov Dec Apr Aug Nov DecOctMay Jun Jul Aug SepSepFeb
2015

Aug MarSept
2016

Jan Feb Mar AprOct Oct Nov DecJul
2014

JulJunMayJan



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                    
 
 

Attachment 5 
 

Property Environmental History with Reports   
 

BCP Application Section VII 
 

 
 
 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment 5 

COPIES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTS ARE INCLUDED ON 

THE ENCLOSED CD 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                    
 
 

Attachment 6 
 

Property Owners and Operators 
 

BCP Application Section VII 
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Former Hygrade Polishing and Plating Co. Site 
Brownfield Cleanup Program Application 

Supporting Information 
 

Attachment 6 
Section VII: Property Owners and Operators 

 
 
County: Queens; Block: 409; Lot: 6 
 
Current Property Ownership    Dates    
 
Stalingrad Ventures, LLC    2013-Present 
320 Northern Blvd. 
Great Neck, NY 11021 
Telephone Number:  (631) 293-1998 

 
Relationship: Owner 
 
Current Property Operator    Dates    
  
Under Construction 
 
 
Previous Property Ownership    Dates    
 
Edward Byers                                                       1984 to 2013 
521 Normandy Village 
Nanuet, NY 10954 
Last Known Telephone Number: (845) 624-2934 
Relationship to Requestor: None     
 
Lar-Mar Reality Co. (A New York Partnership)  1978 to 1984 
4-22 Dorothy Street 
Fairlawn, NJ 07410 
Last Known Telephone Number: Unknown 
Relationship to Requestor:  None 
 
Larry Levin Realty Co.     1977 to 1978 
22-07 41st Avenue,  
Long Island City, NY 11101 
Last Known Telephone Number: Unknown 
Relationship to Requestor: None 
 
Elizabeth Harris      1966 to 1977 
212 West 8th Street 
Deer Park, NY 11729 
Last Known Telephone Number: Unknown 
Relationship to Requestor: None 
 
Benjamin Tannenbaum     1965-1966 
350 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY  
Last Known Telephone Number: Unknown 
Relationship to Requestor: None 
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Karman Reality Corp     1965 
567 Fort Washington Avenue 
New York, NY 
Last Known Telephone Number: Unknown 
Relationship to Requestor: None 
 
 
 
Previous Property Operators    Dates    
 
Hygrade Polishing and Plating Co.   1962-2012 
22-07 41st Avenue 
Long Island City, NY 11101 
Last Known Telephone Number: (718) 392-4082 
Relationship to Requestor: None 
 
 
Roto Metals Specialty, Inc.    1939-1962 
22-07 41st Avenue 
Long Island City, NY 11101 
Last Known Telephone Number:  Unknown 
Relationship to Requestor: None 
 
     
 
 
Note: 
New York City online records were researched in the development of this list.  Applicable 
information such as deed and lease information are provided as backup in the following pages. 
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Site Contact List  
 

BCP Application Section  VIII 
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Former Hygrade Polishing and Plating Co. Site 
Brownfield Cleanup Program Application 

Supporting Information 
 

Attachment 7 
Section VIII. Site Contact List (SCL) 

 
 

1. Government Contacts 
  
 City of New York: 
 

Hon. Bill de Blasio 
NYC Mayor 
City Hall  
New York, NY 10007 
 
Hon. Scott M. Stringer 
NYC Comptroller 
1 Centre Street 
New York, NY 10007 
Email: press@comptroller.nyc.gov 
 
Hon. Letitia James 
Public Advocate 
1 Centre Street 
New York, NY 10007 
Email: outreach@pubadvocate.nyc.gov. 
 
Dr. Daniel Walsh Director 
Mayor’s Office of Environmental Coordination  
253 Broadway, 14th Floor,  
New York, NY 10007 
 
Queens County Clerk’s Office 
Audrey I. Pheffer, County Clerk 
Queens Supreme Court Building 
88-11 Sutphin Boulevard 
Jamaica New York, 11435 
 
NYCDEP 
Emily Lloyd, Commissioner 
59-17 Junction Blvd. – 13th Floor 
Flushing, NY 11373 
   
New York City Department of City Planning: 
Purnima Kapur, Director, Department of City Planning  
Carl Weisbrod, Chair, City Planning Commission  
Department of City Planning 
22 Reade Street 
New York, NY 10007-1216 
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New York City Councilperson:  
The Honorable Jimmy Van Bramer, New York City Council 
District 26 
47-01 Queens Blvd. Suite 205 
Sunnyside, NY 11104 
 
Queens Borough President 
Honorable Melinda Katz 
President of the Borough of Queens 
120-55 Queens Blvd. 
Kew Gardens, NY 11424 
 
Queens Community Board 1 
Lucille Hartmann, District Manager 
45-02 Ditmars Boulevard 
LL Suite 1025 
Astoria, NY 11105 
 
Email: lhartmann@cb.nyc.gov 
 
State of New York: 
 
The Honorable Michael Gianaris 
New York State Senate 
21-77 31st Street 
Astoria, New York 11105 
Email: gianaris@nysenate.gov 
 
The Honorable Catherine Nolan 
New York State Assembly, District 37 

 41-02 Queens Blvd 
 Suite 2B 
 Sunnyside, NY 11104 
 

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation: 
Jane O’Connell 
NYSDEC 
47-40 21st Street 
Long Island City, NY 11101 
 
Email: jhoconne@gw.dec.state.ny.us 
  
United States Government: 
 
The Honorable Charles E. Schumer 
US Senate 
757 Third Avenue, Room 1702 
New York, NY 10017 
 
The Honorable Kirsten E. Gillibrand 
US Senate 
780 Third Avenue, Suite 2601 
New York, NY 10017 
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The Honorable Carolyn Maloney 
US Congresswoman 
31-19 Newtown Avenue 
Astoria, NY 11102 
31-31-19 Newtown Ave., NY 11102 

2. Residents, owners, and occupants of site and properties 
immediately adjacent 

 
Owner of Site 
Stalingrad Ventures, LLC 
320 Northern Boulevard 
Great Neck, NY 11021 
 
Current Occupant 
Under Construction 
 
Adjacent to North 
 
County: Queens; Block: 409; Lot: 11 
 
Current Occupant 
Air-Sea Packing 
40-31 22nd Street 
Long Island city, NY 11101 
 
Owner Address 
Air-Sea Packing 
40-31 22nd Street 
Long Island City, NY 11101 
 
Adjacent to North West 
 
County: Queens; Block: 409; Lot: 7 
 
Current Occupant 
Construction Site:  22nd Street Hotel 
40-47 22nd Street 
Long Island City, NY 11101 
 
Owner Address 
Ratan Realty Three, LLC 
1128 Springs Street,  
Elizabeth, NJ, 07201-2114 
 
 
Adjacent to South East 
 
County: Queens; Block: 409; Lot: 1 
 
Current Address 
Cooper Electric Supply Company 
22-19 41st Avenue 
Long Island City, NY 11101 
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Owner Address 
Spar-Knitwear Corp 
22-19 41st Avenue 
Long Island City, NY 11101 
 
Adjacent to South 

  
 County:  Queens; Block: 412; Lot: 25 
  
 Current Address 

Large Parking Lot/Construction Area 
 22-09 41 Avenue 
 Long Island City, NY 11101 

 
Owner Address 
New York City Industrial Agency 
110 William Street 
New York, NY 10038 
 
 

3. Local news media 
 
New York Post 
1211 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, New York 10036 
 
New York Daily News 
450 West 33rd Street 
New York, NY 10001 
 
The Long Island City/Astoria Journal 
69-60 Grand Avenue 
Maspeth, NY 11378 
 
Email: ads@queensledger.com 
 
 
 

4. Administrator of Any School or Day Care facility located on or near 
the Site  

 
Academy For New Americans Is 235 
28-04 41st Avenue 
Long Island City, NY 11101 
Betty Cartegena, Principal 
(718) 433-2557 
 
Newcomers High School 
28-01 41st Avenue 
Long Island City, NY 11101 
German Sarmiento, Principal 
(718) 937-6005 
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Growing up Green Charter School 
39-37 28th Street 
Long Island City, NY 11101 
Ms. Massomeh Muhammad, Director of Operations 
(347) 642-4310 
 

  
PS 112 Elementary School  

 25-05 37th Avenue 
 Long Island City, NY 11101 
   Rafael Campos-Gätjens, Principal 

(718) 383-6489 
 
Voice Charter School of NY 
37-15 13th Street 
Long Island City, NY 11101 
Frank Headley, Principal 
(718) 349-1583 
 
Western Queens Nursery School 
10-26 41st Avenue 
Long Island City, NY 11101 
Carmecita Fiesta, Director 
(718) 784-2092 
 
Queens Paideia School 
44-02 23rd Street 
Long Island City, NY 11101 
Dr. Francis Mechner, Director 
(718) 361-0070 
 
HS Q725 
21-16 44th Road 
Long Island City, NY 11101 
Joseph Reed, Principal 
(718) 349-2138 
 
Long Island City Day Care, Inc. 
40-34 28th street 
Long Island City, NY 11101 
Marcia Madrid, Director 
(347) 669-4009 
 
Evangel Christian School 
39-21 Crescent Street 
Long Island City, NY 11101 
Rev. Dr. Robert Johannsen, Headmaster, Founder 
(718) 937-9600 
 
Queensbridge Day Care Center 
3811 27th Street 
Long Island City, NY 11101 
Brenda Forian, Director 
(718) 937-7640 
 
 
 



Page 6 of 7 

IS 204 Oliver W. Holmes School 
36-41 28th Street 
Long Island City, NY 11106 
Yvonne Leimsider, Principal 
(718) 937-1463 
 
Joseph DiMarco Child Care Center 
3609 11th Street 
Long Island City, NY 11101 
Robert Seibel, Executive Director 
(718) 786-1166 
 
 

5. Document Repository 
 

Queens Community Board 1   
Lucille Hartmann, District Manager 
45-02 Ditmars Boulevard 
Astoria, NY 11105 
 
Email: lhartmann@cb.nyc.gov  
 
Queens Library, Long Island City Branch 
Tienya Smith, Community Library Manager 
37-44 21st Streeet 
Long Island City, NY 11101 
 
Email:  tsmith@queenslibrary.org 
 

6.  Community, Civic, Religious and other Educational Institutions 
 
 Astoria Community Church PCA 

4214 Crescent Street 
Long Island City, 11101 
 
Center of Hope International 
1211 40th Avenue 
Long Island City, NY 11101 
 
Friendship Baptist Church 
3835 12th Street 
Long Island City, NY 11101  
 
Evangel Christian Church 
3920 27th Street 
Long Island City, New York, 11101 
 
Brazilian Missionary Church 
3922 30th Street 
Long Island City, NY 11101 
 
St. Patrick’s Church 
3938 29th Street 
Long Island City, NY 11101 
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New Age Initmates 
2107 41st Avenue 
Long Island City, NY 11101 
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Land Use Factors 
 

BCP Application Section IX 
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