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August 11, 2016 
 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

On behalf of 11-12 30th Drive LLC, H2M architects + engineers (H2M) has prepared this Aboveground 
Storage Tank (AST) Closure Work Plan for the POP Displays Manufacturing Site in the Astoria 
neighborhood of the borough of Queens, New York (Site). The approximately 2.75-acre Site is located in 
an urban setting of mixed industrial, residential, and commercial uses. The Site is bound to the north by 
30th Drive; to the south by 31st Avenue; to the east by 12th Street; and to the west by Vernon Boulevard, 
beyond which lies the East River. The Site is composed of a newly created tax lot, Block 504, Lot 3, 
which was formerly identified as Block 504, Lots 3 and 21. The lots were merged in August 2015. A Site 
Location Map including the Site and surrounding area is provided as Figure 1. 

11-12 30th Drive, LLC entered into a Brownfield Cleanup Agreement (BCA) with the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) on February 29, 2016 for the investigation and 
remediation of the Site. The work proposed in this AST Closure Work Plan constitutes an Interim 
Remedial Measure (IRM) as defined in the NYSDEC Division of Environmental Remediation (DER) – 10 / 
Technical Guidance for Site Investigation and Remediation. The proposed IRM will be completed 
concurrently with the remedial investigation (RI) that is currently being conducted at the Site in 
accordance with the NYSDEC reviewed Remedial Investigation Work Plan (RIWP), prepared by H2M and 
dated July 2016 (July 2016 H2M RIWP). The RIWP includes IRMs consisting of the closure and removal 
of two ASTs and an unknown number of suspect underground storage tanks (USTs). The remainder of 
the RI is focused on delineating the nature and extent of contamination previously identified at the Site. 
Specifically, the RI was designed to investigate groundwater contaminated with chlorinated volatile 
organic compounds (CVOCs) and dieldrin (a pesticide), and soil contaminated with polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons (PAHs). The UST Closure Work Plan will be submitted under separate cover.  

2.0 BACKGROUND 
 

2.1 Tank History 

Two inactive ASTs were observed in the northwestern section of the cellar in the former building located 
on former Lot 21 during a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment performed by IVI Assessment 
Services, Inc. (IVI) in February, 2014. The tanks were not registered with the NYSDEC and the New York 
City Fire Department (FDNY) registration was unknown. There was no history that the tanks leaked and 
there were no visual signs of leaking on the cellar floor. According to the New York City Department of 
Buildings (NYCDOB), a permit was applied for in 1995 to install a new paint spray/drying booth and to 
install a new fuel oil storage tank to be used for the drying cycle for POP Display’s manufacturing 
process. It is not known if these ASTs are associated with that permit application or if they were used for 
these purposes. According to statements made by former Site owner, Vernon Realty, the tanks were no 
longer in use and were put out of service years ago after a flood in the cellar. The estimated out-of-
service date reported for both tanks was January, 1979. 
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Following purchase of the Site by 11-12 30th Drive LLC, the tanks were registered with the NYSDEC and 
assigned a Petroleum Bulk Storage (PBS) Facility number of 2-612497. A copy of the NYSDEC PBS 
Application is provided in Appendix B. 

2.2 Tank System Description 

The tank system consists of two ASTs with storage capacities of approximately 3,000-gallons and 275-
gallons. The PBS application indicates the tanks were used to store No. 2 fuel oil (an assumption) and 
are constructed of steel. The tanks are currently in contact with an impervious concrete floor; however, 
the condition of the concrete floor is unknown because the former cellar’s roof was demolished as part of 
the building demolition and is open to the environment, causing it to be partially filled with approximately 
three feet of rain water. It was reported that the ASTs were formerly located within a brick masonry vault 
that provided secondary containment. The brick vault was likely demolished during the building 
demolition. There are no leak detection systems, overfill protection, or spill prevention features associated 
with the tank system. The pumping/dispensing method was via a suction dispenser. Based on information 
in the IVI Phase I it is anticipated that all associated piping is aboveground and constructed of steel with 
no piping secondary containment or pipe leak detection.  

H2M consulted with Mr. Ralph Pantony, III, a Project Manager with Action Remediation, Inc. (Action), a 
tank decommissioning and installation firm from Wantagh, New York, regarding the current configuration 
of the tanks and appurtenances. Following his review of the photographs provided in Figure 3, Mr. 
Pantony concluded a fill pipe, vent pipe, and tank alarm electrical conduit exit the tank room through the 
north wall (box 4) and likely terminate within a small concrete vault (box 2) just north the former cellar tank 
room. Mr. Pantony indicated that tank fill and vent pipes are typically placed next to each other to comply 
with code. The purpose of the other two pipes exiting the tank room through the west wall (box 4) are not 
known, however, the pipes have been observed to be fully above ground. All the piping has been cut and 
pieces rest within the former cellar tank room. It is not known when the piping was cut, but it is anticipated 
it was during building demolition.   

3.0 TANK CLOSURE ACTIVITIES 
 

The tank closure activities will be completed in accordance with the New York Codes, Rules and 
Regulations (NYCRR) Part 613-4.5(b), the NYSDEC “Permanent Closure of Petroleum Storage Tanks” 
guidance document, Chapter 34 of the New York City Fire Code (NYCFC), the American Petroleum 
Institute (API) Recommended Practice 2016, and NYSDEC DER-10.  

3.1 Health and Safety 

All work will be performed in accordance with the Health and Safety Plan (HASP) provided as part of the 
July 2016 H2M RIWP. 

3.1.1 Community Air Monitoring 

In accordance with the July 2016 H2M RIWP, a Community Air Monitoring Program (CAMP) will be 
implemented for the duration of the RI field investigation, which includes this IRM, during ground intrusive 
activities (e.g., drilling, well construction, soil vapor probe installation, etc.). The CAMP was based on the 
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New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH) Generic Community Air Monitoring Plan (Appendix 1A 
of the NYSDEC DER-10) and includes monitoring for volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and particulates 
(particulate matter less than 10 micrometers in diameter; PM10). Equipment utilized as part of the CAMP 
includes portable photoionization detectors (PIDs) for VOCs and aerosol monitors (TSI DustTrak II 
Aerosol Monitor) for PM10. The PIDs and aerosol monitors are fitted within environmental enclosures and 
with visual/audio alarm indicators. 

3.2 Regulatory Notifications 

A PBS Notification for Tank Installation, Closing, Repair or Reconditioning form was filed with the 
NYSDEC PBS department on August 1, 2016 and written approval to proceed with the AST removal was 
received on August 4, 2016. Copies of the PBS notification form and email correspondence with Mr. 
Leszek Zielinski are included in Appendix B. 

3.3 Tank System Cleaning 

The tank system cleaning, inspection, and closure will be overseen by Mr. Kevin R. O’Conner of Action 
Remediation, Inc. (Action) from Wantagh, New York. Mr. O’Conner is a licensed (#86389533) FDNY tank 
Installer, tester, and repair technician. A copy of his license is included in Appendix A.  

Prior to any tank work, the rain water that has accumulated in the former cellar will be pumped out using a 
vacuum truck. The rain water will be profiled as “petroleum contaminated water.” The water will be 
manifested and transported for final treatment/disposal to Clean Water of New York, Inc. (Clean Water) in 
Staten Island, New York. Following removal of standing water, the tanks will be purged using nitrogen. 
Any tank bottoms and remaining product will be removed by a vacuum truck and any openings will be 
fitted with bungs. At this point, the tanks and tank appurtenances identified in Section 2.2 above will be 
removed from the former cellar using an excavator and placed on a designated portion of the slab-on-
grade which will be covered with a geomembrane. Once at grade, each tank will be cut with non-sparking 
tools and the tanks’ interior will be cleaned with a high pressure rinse using as little water as possible to 
remove loose scale, corrosion and residual product. The residual waste water will again be removed from 
the tanks with a vacuum truck. In addition, all oily rags, personal protective equipment (PPE), and 
absorbent pads will be drummed for disposal and transported to Veolia ES Technical Solutions, LLC 
(Veolia) in Flanders, New Jersey. Copies of the solid and liquid Generator Waste Stream Profile Sheets, 
and non-hazardous waste manifests will be provided in the IRM AST Construction Completion Report 
(CCR). Permits for Clean Water and Veolia are provided in Appendix A. 

Action will complete visual inspections of the tanks’ exposed surfaces including the vessel walls, floors, 
ceilings, and end caps for indication of metal fatigue or structural integrity issues. Photo documentation of 
the tanks’ inspection will be included as part of the CCR. Finally, the cleaned tanks and appurtenances 
will be taken off site for scrap recycling. 

3.4 Confirmation Soil Sampling 

Confirmation soil sampling will be conducted in accordance with Section 3.9 of DER-10 and the NYSDEC 
reviewed July 2016 H2M RIWP. The sampling design was based on several assumptions due to the lack 
of tank system documentation or what is currently observable within the former cellar. The following 
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assumptions were biased towards performing more sampling and would represent a more conservative 
approach: 

 The entire concrete floor of the tank room is partially or fully deteriorated. 

 The concrete floor of the tank room is at an elevation higher than the local groundwater table 
elevation. 

 There are one or more floor drains within the tank room (no floor drains were reported in the 
Phase I for the Site). 

 The tanks’ footprint encompassed the entirety of the former cellar tank room. 

All soil samples collected as defined in Sections 3.4.1 to 3.4.3 below, will be analyzed for Target 
Compound List (TCL) VOCs + 10 and TCL semi-volatile organic compounds (SVOCs) + 20. Chemtech 
Consulting Group (Chemtech) of Mountainside, New Jersey will perform the analysis. Chemtech is a New 
York State Environmental Laboratory Approval Program (ELAP) accredited laboratory. The samples will 
be submitted under standard chain of custody (COC) procedures. As per DER-10 Section 2.3(c), no 
matrix spike/matrix spike duplicate (MS/MSD), or duplicate samples are required as the total number of 
soil samples submitted for the RI will be less than 20 and an MS/MSD and duplicate have already been 
submitted during the soil boring investigation outlined in the July 2016 H2M RIWP. A trip blank will be 
submitted with the samples and analyzed for TCL VOCs + 10. 

Based on the condition of the former cellar, if contamination is identified during the soil sampling, 
excavation will not be performed because it is not currently safe or feasible due to the presence of the 
slab-on-grade. The contaminated soil will be addressed as part of the remedial action. 

3.4.1 Bottom Sampling 

Soil samples will be collected from 0 to 1 foot below the concrete floor in a grid pattern. The approximate 
dimensions of the tank room are 30 feet in the north/south direction by 10 feet in the east/west direction. 
A total of six soil samples will be collected from the grid as shown in Figure 4.  

In the event that the elevation of the former cellar floor is within the saturated zone, no soil samples will 
be collected, and any groundwater contamination will be addressed as part of the remedial action. 
Perimeter sampling will still be conducted as defined in Section 3.4.2 below. 

3.4.2 Former Cellar Perimeter and Tank System Piping Sampling 

The approximate dimensions of the entire former cellar are 30 feet in the north/south direction by 20 feet 
in the east/west direction. Six soil samples will be collected from depths corresponding with sample 
depths of the former cellar bottom samples along the perimeter of the former cellar. The samples will be 
collected from soil borings installed with a Geoprobe direct push drill rig. Two borings each will be 
installed on both the east and west perimeter. One boring each will be installed on both the north and 
south perimeter. All borings will be installed as close to the perimeter of the former cellar as safety 
precautions allow. Approximate sample locations are included on Figure 2. 
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Should H2M determine that there are additional conduits associated with the tank system located below 
grade that are not currently visible, they will be removed as described in Section 3.3 above. Below-grade 
piping will be evaluated to identify any past discharges using soil samples collected zero to six inches 
below the piping and within two feet of the piping. For a total piping length of one to 15 feet, one sample 
will be collected. An additional sample will be collected for each additional 20 linear feet of piping or 
portion thereof from 16 to 50 feet of piping length. Sample locations will be biased to joints or other 
potential discharge areas.    

3.4.3 Floor Drain Investigation 

Although H2M does not anticipate the presence of any floor drains within the tank room, should one or 
more be observed during the field work, samples will be collected at the point of discharge for all floor 
drain within the tank room. If the point of discharge of the floor drain(s) is not known, tracer tests will be 
conducted to determine the discharge point(s). The drainage system integrity will be documented by 
additional samples at potential leak areas. 

3.5 Tank Closure 

Following completion of the field work, and satisfactory confirmation sample results, a CCR documenting 
all the IRM activities will be prepared and submitted to NYSDEC for approval. In addition, in accordance 
with NYCRR Part 613, within 30 days after permanent closure, a copy of all records of the closure, 
including an updated PBS application, will be forwarded to the NYSDEC.   

4.0 SCHEDULE 
 

 Activity Duration Start Date* End Date* 

1 Preparation of IRM AST Closure Work Plan  1 week 8/1/2016 8/5/2016 

2 Submission of IRM AST Closure Work Plan 
to NYSDEC 

1 days 8/5/2016 8/5/2016 

3 
NYSDEC Approval of IRM AST Closure 
Work Plan 

1 week 8/8/2016 8/12/2016 

4 Field Work 3 days 8/15/2016 8/17/2016 

5 Receive Confirmation Sampling Results 1 week 8/18/2016 8/24/2016 

6 Prepare IRM CCR 3 days 8/24/2016 8/26/2016 

7 Submit IRM CCR 1 days 8/26/2016 8/26/2016 

 



IRM AST Closure Work Plan  POP Displays Manufacturing Site 
NYSDEC Site No. C241181  30-80 12th Street and 30-77 Vernon Boulevard, Queens, NY 

 

FIGURES 



FIGURE 1- Site Location Map
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FIGURE 2 - Site and Former Cellar Perimeter Sampling Plan
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FIGURE 3- Current Tank Configuration
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FIGURE 4 - Former Cellar Floor Sampling Plan
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APPENDIX B 

NYSDEC PBS Application and Agency Correspondence 



1

Gregory M. Cellamare

From: Zielinski, Leszek (DEC) <leszek.zielinski@dec.ny.gov>
Sent: Thursday, August 04, 2016 9:52 AM
To: Gregory M. Cellamare
Cc: alwaysdemo@gmail.com; rpantony3@actionhazmat.com; Randhir Manglick; Edward D. 

Bradshaw; Paul Lageraaen; Eigenbrodt, Caroline B (DEC)
Subject: RE: POP Displays BCP Site No. C241181 PBS No. 2-612497

Greg,  
  
The removal of these two ASTs, planned for August 15, 2016, is acceptable to the Department. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Leszek Zielinski 
NYSDEC Region 2 
 

From: Gregory M. Cellamare [mailto:GCellamare@H2M.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 02, 2016 10:55 AM 
To: Zielinski, Leszek (DEC) <leszek.zielinski@dec.ny.gov> 
Cc: alwaysdemo@gmail.com; rpantony3@actionhazmat.com; Randhir Manglick <Randhir@criteriongroup.com>; Edward 
D. Bradshaw <EBradshaw@H2M.com>; Paul Lageraaen <plageraaen@h2m.com>; Eigenbrodt, Caroline B (DEC) 
<caroline.eigenbrodt@dec.ny.gov> 
Subject: POP Displays BCP Site No. C241181 PBS No. 2‐612497 
 

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or 

unexpected emails. 

Leszek, 
 
Please find the attached NYSDEC Pre‐Work Notification Form for the removal and closure of two ASTs at the POP 
Displays Brownfield Cleanup Site (BCP No. C241181). The tanks will be removed as part of an Interim Remedial Measure 
during the Remedial Investigation phase of the work. The tanks are currently out of service and reportedly empty. We 
would like to begin the removal process at or around August 15, 2016, provided that is acceptable to the Department. 
H2M is the environmental consultant for the AST removal and closure, Always First Demolition will be the GC, and 
Action Hazmat Companies will be the tank contactor. Please confirm we are ok to remove the tanks. If you have any 
questions, please let me know. Thanks. 
 
Greg Cellamare 
Senior Environmental Engineer 
H2M architects + engineers 
 
31 Penn Plaza 
132 West 31st Street, Suite 604, New York, NY 10001 
tel 646.518.6300 x1641 | direct 646-931-7923 | mobile 917.860.5122 
 
Follow: Twitter|Facebook|LinkedIn|Instagram|Pinterest|Tumblr|Google+ 
www.h2m.com 
 

 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: Thanking you in advance for your cooperation, the information contained in this message and any attachments is intended only for 



New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
Pre-Work Notification for Bulk Storage (PBS or CBS) Tank Installation, Closing, Repair, or Reconditioning 

This form provides notice per 6 NYCRR Section 612.2(d) of the Petroleum Bulk Storage (PBS) Regulations, or 6 NYCRR Section 596.2(£) of the Chemical Bulk Storage 
(CBS) Regulations, to the Department of an upcoming substantial tank modification (tank installation, clos ing, repair, or reconditioning). Submit the completed form to 
the Department's Regional Office within 30 days prior to action for PBS and 3 days prior for CBS (unless immediate action is required per 596.2f of 6 NYCRR). If the 
schedule for work changes you must notify the Department's Regional Office before work begins. Once the work is complete, the facility (property) owner is 
responsible for submitting a PBS or CBS application to the Department with the complete tank information including the date the action was completed. The 
Owner is also responsible to ensure that all work is completed in compliance with the applicable PBS or CBS regulations (i.e., Parts 613/614 or 598/ 599). Any questions, 
call the Department's Regional Office. Information on the Chemical and Petroleum Bulk Storage Programs be found at : http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/287.html 

Check Applicable Program: _X ___ PBS ____ CBS Facility PBS or CBS Registration No. 2-612497 

Site Name: Contractor: 
POP Displays Manufacturing Site H2M architects + engineers 
Site Address: Address: 
30-77 Ve rnon Boule vard 31 Pe nn Plaza, 132 W. 3 1s t S treet, Suite 604 
Site Address ( cont): Address( cont ): 

As to ria NY 111 06 Ne w Yo rk, NY 10001 

Site Contact: Contact: 

Randhir Manglick Greg Cellamare 
Phone Number: Fax Number: Phone Number: Fax Number: 
718-204-0300 6465186300 x1641 

Email Address: Email Address: 
Randhir@crite riongroup.com gcellama re@h2 m .com 

Tank 
Type of Action Proposed Tank Location Capacity Spills/Leaks? 

Number 
(Close & Remove, Close in Place, Date (Aboveground or 

(Gallons) (Yes/Now/Spill# if Yes) Reason for Action 
Repair/Recondition, Install) (mm/dd/yy) Underground) 

001 Close & Remove 08/08/16 (est.) Aboveground 3,000 No Building Demo/New Development 

002 Close & Remove 08/08/16 (est.) Aboveground 275 No Building Demo/New Development 

I hereby certify under penalty of law that the mformat1on provided on th1s form IS true to the best of my knowledge and belief. False statements made herem are pumshable as a Class A 
misdemeanor pursuant to Section 210.45 of the Penal Law. 

Name of Owner or Au horized Representative (print): Randhir Manglick Title: Project Manager 

Date 7/29/2016 

gcellamare
Cross-Out

gcellamare
Cross-Out

gcellamare
Typewritten Text
08/15/16 (est.)

gcellamare
Line












