
 

 

  
  August 9, 2024 
 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
Site Control Section 
Attn: Leonard Zinoman 
Bureau of Technical Support 
625 Broadway, 11th Floor 
Albany, New York 12233-7020 
Submitted Electronically to: leonard.zinoman@dec.ny.gov   
 
RE:  Revised Brownfield Cleanup Program Application  

Gateway Syracuse Apartments 
701 East Fayette Street, City of Syracuse, New York  
CHA Project No.: 086328.000 
NYSDEC Site No.: C734167 

 
Dear Mr. Zinoman, 
 
On behalf of GW Syracuse, LLC, please find an enclosed copy of the Revised Brownfield 
Cleanup Program (BCP) Application for the Gateway Syracuse Apartments located at 701 East 
Fayette Street in the City of Syracuse, New York. The document has been revised to reflect the 
comments provided in the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation’s 
(NYSDEC’s) comment letter dated August 5, 2024.  The NYSDEC comments and CHA 
responses are included in the revised application and summarized below: 
 
Section I: Property Information 

1) Please see attached comments provided by the Project Manager. 
 
Section I: Property Information Response:   

1) See responses to Project Manager below.  
 
Section IV: Property’s Environmental History 

1) Please see attached comments provided by the Project Manager. 
 

Section IV: Property’s Environmental History Response 
1) See responses to Project Manager below.  

 
Section VI: Requestor Eligibility 
 

1) The owner name on the proof of site access provided for the 709 East Fayette Street 
parcel does not match the owner name provided for this parcel in Section IX of the 
application. Please correct and reconcile this owner name throughout the application. 

2) The owner name on the proof of site access provided for the 705 East Fayette Street 
parcel does not match the owner name provided for this parcel in Section IX of the 
application. Please correct and reconcile this owner name throughout the application. 
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Section VI: Requestor Eligibility Response: 
1) The owner name on the proof of access for 709 East Fayette Street is correct, Section 

IX has been revised to show that 728 East Water St Co Inc is the owner.  
2) The owner name on the proof of access for 705 East Fayette Street is correct, Section 

IX has been revised to show that Howard Johnson is the owner.  
 
Section IX: Current Property Owner and Operator Information 
 

1) Provide a contact name, email address and phone number for each parcel owner 
provided. 

2) Provide a list of previous owners and a list of previous operators of each tax parcel 
within the proposed site, including dates of ownership or operation and last-known 
addresses and phone numbers. Describe the requestor’s relationship to each previous 
owner and operator; if no relationship, indicate “none”.  When describing the requestor’s 
relationship to current and historical owners and operators, include any relationship 
between the requestor’s corporate members and the previous owners and operators.  

 
Section IX: Current Property Owner and Operator Information Response 
 

1) The contact name, email address and phone number for each parcel number has been 
added to the table.  

2) To the extent feasible, the previous property owners and operators have been provided 
for the various tax parcels.  The dates of ownership and operation, last known contact 
information and relationship to the requestor have also been included within this table 
and were obtained through available public resources.  

 
Additional Comments: 
 

1) Provide a cover letter listing each Department comment in this letter, and your response 
including the location of each revision in the application.  

2) In the top section of Page 1 of the revised application, please select “yes” to indicate that 
the submittal is a revised application and include the NYSDEC site code in the space 
provided. 

 
Additional Comments Response: 
 

1) A cover letter listing the Department comments and CHA’s responses has been included 
with the revised application.  

2) The top section of Page 1 has been revised to indicate that the submittal is a revised 
application and NYSDEC site code C734167 has been added. 

 
Project Manager Comments 
 

1) Site Investigations (2016): This section states, “The investigation included the use of 
ground penetrating radar (GPR) to attempt to identify the presence or absence of USTs.”  
Please add a statement regarding if USTs were located during the GPR survey and the 
status of any potential on-site USTs. 
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Response: Page 3 of Section I has been updated to indicate that USTs were not 
apparent in the survey.  Three concrete pads were encountered, but due to lack of 
piping or conduit lines noted, it is expected the concrete pads are not associated with 
USTs.  The effectiveness of the GPR was limited by the presence of steel within the 
concrete slabs.  There are no active or closed PBS registrations listed for this Site.   

 
2) Site Investigations (2016): This section states, “The contamination discovered in the 

subsurface soil resulted in the reporting of a spill to the New York State department of 
Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) hotline and assignment of spill number 16-
05568.”. Please add statement regarding the closure of the spill and NYSDEC’s No 
Further Action Letter referenced in the RIWP that states no further action was necessary 
if the use of the site was to remain a parking lot and removal of impacted soil may be 
required if site use changes or excavation work is planned. 
 
Response: Page 3 of Section I has been updated to state that the NYSDEC issued a No 
Further Action letter stating no further action was necessary if the use of the Site was to 
remain a parking lot.  If the use changes or excavation work is planned, the removal of 
impacted soil may be required. 
 

3) Site Investigations (2024): this section states, “…volatile organic compound (VOC) 
contamination in excess off restricted residential SCOs…” Please correct typo.  
 
Response: This typo has been corrected.  
 

4) Site Investigations (2024): Please note that soil vapor monitoring was attempted outside 
of existing buildings but was not successful due to soil conditions.  
 
Response: This section has been updated to state that soil vapor sampling outside of 
the buildings was attempted but was unsuccessful due to soil conditions.  
 

5) Section I Environmental Assessment Soil Table: Maximum detection concentration for 
Total Xylenes is noted as 1260 in parts per million (ppm) and a sample depth of 9-10 
feet below ground surface (bgs).  Figure 1- Soil Exceedances Map shows the 
concentration for Total Xylenes for SOIL-006-20240201 with a sample depth of 9-10 feet 
bgs as 1230 ppm.  The analytical lab report attached to the Limited Phase II Subsurface 
Investigation Report qualifies the initial result of 970000 parts per billion (ppb) for p/m-
Xylene with an “E” qualifier noting that the concentration of the analyte exceeded the 
range of the calibration curve and/or linear range of the instrument and the sample was 
reanalyzed with a higher dilution factor with a result of 920000 ppb with no qualifier.  The 
result for o-Xylene was reported as 310000 ppb.  Please update the table to include data 
for Total Xylenes for results with no qualifiers at 1230 ppm.  Please also update Table 1. 
Soil in Section IV. 
 
Response: The tables in both Section I and Section IV have been updated to show Total 
Xylenes at 1230 ppm.  
 

6) Please provide investigation reports including analytical reports for data presented in 
tables and figures in the application.  
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Response: All applicable analytical data was included with the Subsurface Investigation 
Reports with the exception of that from the LCS Investigation in 2016.  The LCS report 
has been submitted with the revised application.  
 

7) Figure 1 – Soil Exceedances Map: The figure included in the Limited Phase II 
Subsurface Investigation Report notes, “ALL LOCATIONS ARE APPROXIMATE”.  
Please add a note to the figure stating locations are approximate or provide the source 
of the spatial information for CHA and LCS soil sample locations.  
 
Response: Figure 1 has been updated to state that all locations are approximate.  
 

8) Figure 2 – Groundwater Exceedances Map: Please note the source of the spatial 
information of the temporary wells or note that locations are approximate. 
 
Response: Figure 2 has been updated to state that all locations are approximate.  
 

9) Figure 3- Indoor Air/Sub-Slab Vapor Results Map: Please note the source of the spatial 
information of soil vapor and sub-slab vapor sample locations or note that locations are 
approximate.  
 
Response: Figure 3 has been updated to state that all locations are approximate.  
 

10) Figure 3 – Indoor Air/Sub-Slab Vapor Results Map: Please note the definition of the “U” 
qualifier for the soil vapor result for sample SS-03.  
 
Response: Figure 3 has been updated to indicate that U indicates the parameter was not 
detected at the reporting limit.  
 

11) Table 3. Indoor Air/Sub-Slab vapor and Figure 3- Indoor Air/Sub-Slab Vapor Results 
Map: The table notes the Maximum Detection in micrograms per meter cubed (µg/m3) 
for the following compounds for sub-slab vapor that are not shown in Figure 3: 
 
a) Hexane – 19.5 µg/m3 
b) o-Xylene – 34.7 µg/m3 
c) Trichloroethene – 12.7 µg/m3 

 
Please provide the analytical report for the soil vapor data and update the table and/or figure to 
present all/correct maximum detections for sub-slab vapor.  
 
Response: Table 3 and Figure 3 have been updated to show the requested parameters. Note 
that the figure was intended only to show the locations which required further evaluation per the 
NYSDOH Decision Matrices. Hexane and o-xylene require no further action, however the figure 
has been updated to include them. Additionally, the table has been revised to show that the 
parameter trichloroethene was detected in two locations with a maximum concentration of 2.29 
µg/m3.  The parameter trichlorofluoromethane was detected at a concentration of 12.7 µg/m3 

and is there is not guidance under the NYSDOH matrices.  
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All analytical reports are included as part of the Limited Phase II Subsurface Investigation (CHA, 
July 2024), Additional Subsurface Investigation Report (CHA, July 2024), and the Geophysical 
Survey and Limited and Focused Subsurface Soil Investigation Report (LCS, 2016).   
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (315) 257-7145.   

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Samantha J. Miller, P.E. 
Project Engineer IV 

 
 
 
cc: Mr. Chris Geiger, GW Syracuse, LLC 
   
 
V:\Projects\ANY\K6\086328.000\08_Reports\BCA Application\2024-08-07_Revised Submittal of Application\2024-08-07_Comment 
Response Letter.doc

 

























 

Supporting Information 

The following sections are intended to be supporting information to the Brownfield Cleanup 

Program Application. The information is organized in the order of the application as designated 

by the section headings.  

Section I………………………………………………………………………5 pages plus attachments 

 Attachment 1. Subdivision Resolution and Approval 
 Figure 1. Site Location Map 
 Figure 2. Site Map and Tax Map Parcels 
  Table 1. Neighboring Property Contact Information and TMP  
 Figure 3. En-Zone & Disadvantaged Communities Map 

Section II………………………………………………………………………2 pages no attachments 

Section III……………………………………………………………………..1 page plus attachments 

 Attachment 1. Letter of Support from Syracuse Mayor 
 Attachment 2. Articles Demonstrating Community Support 

Section IV……………………………………………………………………..2 pages plus figures 

 Figure 1. Soil Exceedances Map 
 Figure 2. Groundwater Exceedances Map 
 Figure 3. Indoor Air/Sub-Slab Vapor Results Map  
  

Section V………………………………………………………………………1 page plus attachment 

 Attachment 1. NYS Authorization to Conduct Business 

Section VI………………………………………………………………………1 page plus attachments 

 Attachment 1. Letter to Access 701-703 East Fayette Street 
 Attachment 2. Letter to Access 705 East Fayette Street 
 Attachment 3. Letter to Access 715 East Fayette Street 
 Attachment 4. Letter to Access 709 East Fayette Street and 706-08 East Washington Street  

 

Section VII……………………………………………………………………..1 page no attachments 

Section VIII…………………………………………………………………….1 page no attachments 

Section IX………………………………………………………………………4 pages no attachments 

Section X……………………………………………………………………….1 page no attachments 

Section XI………………………………………………………………………3 pages 1 attachment 

Attachment 1. Acknowledgement from Repository 

Section XII……………………………………………………………………...1 page no attachments 
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Item 14. Property Description Narrative and Environmental 

Assessment 

Property Description 

Location: 

The Gateway Syracuse Apartments (Site) is a 1.85-acre proposed multi-unit housing project 

located in an urban area of the City of Syracuse, Onondaga County, New York (Figure 1). The 

Site limits are bounded by East Washington Street to the north, East Fayette Street to the south 

and Almond Street to the west.  Commercial properties are adjacent to the east side of the Site 

and are bounded by Forman Avenue. The property for the project is currently under purchase 

contract and consists of the six separate, contiguous parcels listed below and shown on Figure 

2.  Upon purchase of the properties, the current developer will re-zone to create one parcel 

spanning the entire Site.  The proposed re-zoning has gone through the site approval process 

(Attachment 1) and will be filed once the purchase contract is complete.    

Parcel Address Section Block Lot Acreage 

701-03 E. Fayette St & Almond St 030. 16 18.0 0.43 

715 Fayette St E to Washington St 030. 16 13.1 0.56 

706-08 Washington St & Almond St 030. 16 02.0 0.07 

712-16 E. Washington St 030. 16 03.0 0.47 

705 Fayette St. 030. 16 17.0 0.22 

709 Fayette St. 030. 16 16.0 0.10 

 

Site Features: 

The Site features include gravel or paved parking lots, small green space areas, and three 

vacant buildings.  

Current Zoning and Land Use: 

The Site is located within the Central Business District (MX-5) and consists of the following 

features: 

• Gravel or paved parking lots (currently in use),  

• Limited green space areas, and  

• Three vacant buildings which were formerly occupied by a gasoline service station, a car 

wash and a commercial office.  

Neighboring properties include various commercial buildings in all directions, with the closest 

residences located approximately 0.5-miles to the southeast.  Onondaga Creek, a tributary to 

Onondaga Lake, is located approximately 0.8-miles to the west of the Site.   

The green shading on Figure 3 depicts Census Block 36067003400 which is classified as 

Enzone Type AB and is Listed as a disadvantaged community. The entire 1.85-acre project Site 

is within this boundary.  
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Past Use of the Site: 

The Site has historically primarily been utilized by commercial occupants as far back as the 

early 1900’s with various occupants and site uses including: 

• Former Gasoline Service Station – The building on the southwest corner of the Site was 

constructed in 1960 for use as a gasoline service station and auto repair facility.  

o This property is a potential source of contamination given the use of petroleum 

products, the use of underground storage tanks (USTs), and the potential for the 

USTs to have leaked into the soil and groundwater.  

• Car Wash – The building on the southern edge of the property was constructed in 1960 

and utilized as a car wash until becoming vacant around the time the gasoline station 

discontinued service.  

o This property is a potential source of contamination due to the presence of an oil 

water separator, poor condition of the floor inside the building, and association 

with the gasoline station next door.   

• Livery/Carriage House, Upholstering Company, Commercial Building –  

o Various buildings across the Site were present over time. Common practice was 

to demolish buildings and bury the debris in place, contributing to urban fill. 

Further, the Erie Canal was present to the north of the Site until its demise in the 

early 1900’s and was once a major thoroughfare for commerce and trade across 

the City of Syracuse.  Properties in and around the area were impacted by 

various debris as a new roadway corridor (Erie Boulevard) took its place in the 

1920’s and 1930’s. The urban fill from the demolition of the canal and the 

construction of Erie Boulevard were often placed and spread on surrounding 

properties. The proximity of the Site to the canal may result in the potential of 

urban fill be a source of contamination.   

Site Geology and Hydrogeology: 

According to the USDA Web Soil Survey for Onondaga County, soils beneath the Site consist of 

Urban Land.  The term “Urban Land” indicates that a significant portion of the Site is covered 

with impervious surfaces such as buildings, asphalt, and concrete, or that the surface features 

have been significantly altered by development activities.   

Review of the Surficial Geologic Map of New York, Finger Lakes Sheet (Cadwell, D.H., 1986) 

indicates the surficial geology at the Site consists of lacustrine silts and clays with variable 

thickness up to approximately 50 meters.  

Regional groundwater flow direction, inferred from topographic mapping of the area and 

historical investigations, is generally west towards Onondaga Creek. The following information 

provides a high-level overview of the site history and investigations that have been completed 

across the Site to date.  

Environmental Assessment 

Phase I Environmental Site Assessments –  

Multiple Environmental Site Assessments (ESAs) performed for the Site have revealed that 

property has been occupied by a variety of commercial users across the Site since at least the 
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late 1800’s.  Site uses have included a livery/carriage house, an upholstering company, 

automobile fueling and service station, car wash, asphalt-paved parking lots, and office 

buildings.  Several of these former occupants have the potential to have impacted the soil and 

groundwater on the Site.  

Site Investigations (2016) 

In 2016 a limited subsurface investigation was performed along the southwest end of the 
property, which focused on the former gasoline station property.  The investigation included the 
use of ground penetrating radar (GPR) to attempt to identify the presence or absence of USTs.  
USTs were not apparent in the survey.  Three concrete pads were encountered, but due to lack 
of piping or conduit lines noted, it is expected the concrete pads are not associated with USTs.  
The effectiveness of the GPR was limited by the presence of steel within the concrete slabs.  
There are no active or closed PBS registrations listed for this Site.   

In addition, fourteen borings were advanced into the subsurface with the intent of sampling soil 
and groundwater.  Sample collection identified petroleum contamination in the sub-surface 
within each of the five (5) samples collected. Groundwater was not encountered within the soil 
borings (terminus of 15-feet below ground surface). The contamination discovered in the 
subsurface soil resulted in the reporting of a spill to the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) hotline and assignment of spill number 16-05568.  The 
NYSDEC issued a No Further Action letter on September 28, 2016 stating no further action was 
necessary if the use of the Site was to remain a parking lot.  If the use changes or excavation 
work is planned, the removal of impacted soil may be required.  

Site Investigation (2024) 

In 2024, CHA conducted two additional investigations across the entire Site.  The investigations 
included the collection of three (3) surface soil samples, six (6) subsurface soil samples, and 
three (3) sub-surface soil vapor samples with corresponding indoor air samples from within the 
buildings. The investigations revealed the presence of semi-volatile organic compound (SVOC) 
contamination in excess of the NYSDEC restricted residential soil cleanup objectives (SCOs) in 
the surface soil, volatile organic compound (VOC) contamination in excess of restricted 
residential SCOs and SVOC contamination in excess of NYSDEC protection of groundwater 
SCOs in subsurface soils, and SVOCs in exceedance of the Technical and Operational 
Guidance Series 1.1.1 (TOGS 1.1.1) standards within groundwater.  Lastly, samples of sub-
surface soil vapor and indoor air revealed that there are petroleum compounds which require 
further mitigation and/or evaluation from within the Site structures in accordance with the New 
York State Department of Health (NYSDOH) Decision Matrices for soil vapor intrusion. Soil 
vapor sampling outside of the buildings was attempted but was unsuccessful due to soil 
conditions.  
 

Environmental Assessment 

Based on the Site history and investigations conducted to date, the primary contaminants of 

concern for the site include VOCs and SVOCs, as further described below: 

Soil - Soil across the Site (surface and subsurface) is impacted with VOCs, specifically 

petroleum products benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, and xylene (BTEX), and SVOCs, 

specifically polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), as shown in the table below. Historical 

Site uses referenced above have likely resulted in the contamination.  
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Analytes > Restricted 
Residential SCOs 

Number of 
Detections > 
Restricted 

Residential SCOs 

Maximum 
Detection 

(ppm) 

Restricted 
Residential 
SCO (ppm) 

Depth  
(ft 

bgs) 

Benzene 2 8.46 4.8 8-12 

Toluene 1 346 100 10-12 

Ethylbenzene 2 200 41 9-10 

Total Xylenes 2 1230 100 9-10 

1,2,4-Trimethylbenzene 1 347 52 8-12 

1,3,5-Trimethylbenzene 2 119 52 10-12 

Benzo(a)anthracene 2 16 1 0-1 

Benzo(a)pyrene 2 16 1 0-1 

Benzo(b)fluoranthene 2 20 1 0-1 

Benzo(k)fluoranthene 1 6.6 3.9 0-1 

Chrysene 2 15 3.9 0-1 

Dibenzo(a,h)anthracene 1 2.4 0.33 0-1 

Indeno(1,2,3-cd)pyrene 2 9.2 0.5 0-1 

 

Groundwater – The petroleum compound phenol was the only VOC detected in exceedance of 

the TOGS 1.1.1 ambient groundwater quality value from the samples collected to date.  

Additionally, detections of heavy metals barium, chromium, lead, mercury, and selenium, were 

observed.  The following table provides a summary of the results from historical investigations.  

Analytes > AWQS 
Number of 

Detections > 
AWQS 

Maximum 
Detection (ppb) 

AWQS (ppb) 

Phenol 2 2.7 J 1 

Barium 2 8173 1000 

Chromium 2 406.2 50 

Lead 2 625.2 25 

Mercury 2 1.71 0.7 

Selenium 2 41.9 10 
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Soil Vapor & Indoor Air - Redevelopment plans call for the demolition of existing buildings and 

the construction of a 291 unit mixed-use commercial and multi-residence structure, however soil 

vapor and indoor air evaluations were conducted.  Contaminants of concern requiring mitigation 

were observed and include primarily petroleum related compounds.  The following table 

provides a summary of the results.  

Analytes 
Total 

Detections 
Maximum 

Detection (ug/m3) 
Type 

2,2,4-Trimethylpentane 2 37.1 

Indoor Air 

Benzene 2 13.5 

Ethylbenzene 2 25.5 

Heptane 2 27 

Hexane 2 62.4 

o-Xylene 2 37.4 

p/m-Xylene 2 90.8 

Toluene 3 75.4 

Trichloroethene 2 1.9 

2,2,4-Trimethylpentane 3 78 

Sub-Slab Vapor 

Benzene 3 14.7 

Ethylbenzene 3 33.5 

Heptane 3 12.2 

Hexane 3 19.5 

o-Xylene 3 34.7 

p/m-Xylene 3 128 

Toluene 3 28.1 

Trichloroethene 2 2.29
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A RESOLUTION APPROVING MAJOR SITE PLAN REVIEW, MaSPR-24-17, ON PROPERTY 
SITUATED AT 701-03 E. FAYETTE ST, 715 E. FAYETTE ST., 706-08 E. WASHINGTON ST.,  712-

16 E. WASHINGTON ST., 705 FAYETTE ST., AND 709 FAYETTE ST, TO BE ADDRESSED AS 
701-705 E. FAYETTE ST. 

 
We, the duly appointed members of the City Planning Commission of the City of Syracuse, do this 28th day 
of May, 2024, adopt the following resolution: 
 
WHEREAS, the applicant, Ben Harrell, CHA Consulting, on behalf of property owner Chris Geiger, 

dba GW Syracuse, LLC., is requesting approval of Major Site Plan Review, MaSPR 24-18, 
to construct a 7-story mixed-use residential building to be known as the Gateway Syracuse 
Apartments, including 291 residential dwelling units, 5,896 SF of retail space and 
additional amenity space for residents, including 300 covered parking spaces in an indoor 
parking garage on the first and second floors of the proposed building, on property situated 
at 701-03 E. Fayette St.,  715 E. Fayette St., 706-08 E. Washington St.,  712-16 E. 
Washington St.,  705 Fayette St., and 709 Fayette St., pursuant to ReZone, Art. 5, Sec. 
5.4(A); and 

 
WHEREAS, the proposed site includes 706-08 E. Washington St,. a rectangularly shaped parcel with 51 

feet of frontage on E. Washinton St. and a lot depth of 62 feet; 712-16 E. Washington St., a 
rectangularly shaped parcel with 157 feet of frontage on E Washington St. and a lot depth 
of 122.8 feet; 701-03 E. Fayette St., an irregularly shaped parcel with 92 feet of frontage on 
E Fayette St. and a lot depth of 201 feet; 715 E. Fayette St., an irregularly shaped parcel 
with 93 feet of frontage on E. Fayette St. and a lot depth of 262 feet; 709 Fayette St., a 
rectangularly shaped parcel  with 34 feet of frontage on E. Fayette St. and a lot depth of 132 
feet; and 705 Fayette St a rectangularly shaped parcel with 72 feet of frontage on E. Fayette 
St. and a lot depth of 132 feet. for a total of 2.01 acres of real property after re-subdivision 
to be improved by one building totaling 446,068 SF; and 

 
WHEREAS, two parcels on this block are not included in the project area including the AME Zion 

Church, an historic City of Syracuse Protected Site, and a restaurant; the proposed 
building will surround these two parcels on three sides and was reviewed by Syracuse 
Landmark Preservation Board on May 9, 2024, who requested that the design team 
consider alternative massing at the SE corer of the new building closest to church site to 
which the designers affirmatively responded reducing the mass of the proposed building; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the property lies within the Central Business District, MX-5 Zone District where Mixed-

Use projects are permitted as of right; and 
 
WHEREAS,  the project’s scope of work includes demolishing three existing buildings respectively on 

712-16 E. Washington St., 701-03 E. Fayette St., and 705 Fayette St.; construction of a 7-
story 291-unit mixed-use residential building including 89 1-bedroom units, 102 2-bedroom 
units, 3 3-bedroom units, 50 4-bedroom units, and 47 studios; 5,896 SF for retail space on 
level 1 with 102 parking spaces and additionally 198 parking spaces on level 2; and 

 
WHEREAS,   twelve percent (12%) of the total number of dwelling units, totaling 35 dwelling units as 

presently configured, will be set aside as affordable units as defined the City Department of 
Neighborhood and Business Development in compliance with the ReZone Syracuse, 
Mixed-Income Development regulations; and 
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WHEREAS,  soil remediation pursuant to NYSDEC regulations and standards will be performed and 

completed, an onsite stormwater management system, and new utility connections will be 
placed, along with a SWPPP submitted before building or site work permits can be issued; 
and  

 
WHEREAS, the City Planning Commission has studied the proposal and all submittals by the applicant 

and all interested parties; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Planning Commission held a Public Hearing on the request on May 28th, 2024, at 

6:00 p.m. in the Common Council Chambers, City Hall, Syracuse, New York, heard all 
those desiring to be heard, and duly recorded their testimony; and 

 
WHEREAS,  the proposal meets the criteria for referral to the Onondaga County Planning Board 

pursuant to GML §239-l, m and n, which having reviewed the application as of May 8, 
2024, took no position but required conditions as detailed in its Resolution for OCPB Case 
#S-24-17, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit “B”, and incorporated in its 
entirety by reference herein; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Zoning Administrator and the City Planning Commission Chairperson are entitled to 

execute any and all necessary documents related to the subject proposal; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Article 8 of the State Environmental Conservation Law, as amended and the 

regulations promulgated thereunder (collectively “SEQRA”), the Commission is required 
to make a determination with respect to the environmental impact of any “action” to be 
taken by the Commission and the consideration of this application constitutes such an 
action; and 

 
WHEREAS,  the Commission having reviewed the application for the proposed action and the 

Environmental Assessment Form, Part 1, dated April 18, 2024, ("EAF") prepared and 
submitted by the applicant, and determined that the proposed action described therein 
constituted a Type 1 or Unlisted/Type 2 action, pursuant to 6 NYCRR §617.4/§617.5, 
respectively; and 

 
WHEREAS, having determined that more than a single agency is involved with or interested in the 

proposed application classified as a Type 1, the Commission declared itself “Lead 
Agency” pursuant to 6 NYCRR §617.6, and by letter dated April 19, 2024, which has 
been affirmed by all interested and involved parties; and finds that approval of the 
Application as set forth herein will not have a significant effect on the environment, and 
the Commission hereby issues a negative declaration pursuant to SEQRA, a copy of 
which is attached hereto as Exhibit “A”, which shall be filed in the office of the 
Commission. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we, the duly appointed members of the City Planning 
Commission of the City of Syracuse, do this 28th day of May 2024, APPROVE the applicant’s request for 
MaSPR 24-17, on property situated at 701-03 E. Fayette St.,  715 E. Fayette St., 706-08 E. Washington St.,  
712-16 E. Washington St.,  705 Fayette St., and 709 Fayette St., to be addressed as 701-705 Fayette St., 
pursuant to ReZone, Art. 5, Sec. 5.4A. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this approval is subject to compliance with the following SPECIFIC 
CONDITION(S): 
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1. Applicant shall comply with New York State Building Code regarding footing and foundation
protection in site plan review and site work permit review to protect the adjacent building
foundations.

2. Commitment to provide lZYo affordable units over the total proposed units in the development

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this approval is subject to compliance with the following GENERAL
CONDITIONS:

1. The subject prernises shall be used, operated and maintained in a neat and orderly condition at all
times; all outside storage of jun( bottles, cartons, boxes, debris and the like shall be restricted to
appropriakly screened enclosures not visible to the general public;

2. All construction, improvements and additions relating to this proposal, including those activities
required in order to comply with the conditions of this approval, shall be completed by the applicant or
its agents within twelve ( 12) months of the date of approval of this resolution by the City of Syracuse or
this approval will be considered null and voi{ administrative extensions to this requirement for up to
one year may be obtained from the 7-oning Adminishator at any time within the first twelve (12)
months, after which, any and all extensions require approval from the City Planning Commission;

3. All Development Standards of ReZone Syracuse shall be adhered to; and

4. Improvements to the subject property and its use shall be in accordance with the submit0ed plans on

file in the City of Syracuse Office ofZoning Adminisnation and attached to this application;

5. All conditions imposed by other review agencies.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED no signage was approved as part of this aprplication; proposed signage must
be submiued to the City of Syracuse Office of Zoning Administration for review and approval;

BE IT FURTI{ER RESOLVED that approval of this resolution does not relieve the applicant from
compliance with any other regulatory or licensing provisions applicable thereto by the properly
constituted Federal, State, County or City authorities to include, but not limited to the City of Syracuse
Departnents of Engineering and Public Works, and the Division of Code Enforcement;

BE IT zuRTIIER RESOLVED that if the conditions enumerated above are not complied with, this
approval shall be zubject to revocation.

W. Kulick, Chairperson
Planning Commission
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A RESOLUTION APPROVING A RESUBDIVISION, R-24-28, SITUATED ON PROPOERTY 
LOCATED AT 701-03 E. FAYETTE ST, 715 E. FAYETTE ST., 706-08 E. WASHINGTON ST.,  712-

16 E. WASHINGTON ST., 705 FAYETTE ST., AND 709 FAYETTE ST, TO BE ADDRESSED AS 
701-705 E. FAYETTE ST. 

 
We, the duly appointed members of the City Planning Commission of the City of Syracuse, do this 28th day 
of May, 2024, adopt the following resolution: 
 
WHEREAS,   the applicant, Ben Harrell, CHA Consulting, on behalf of property owner Chris Geiger, dba 

GW Syracuse, LLC., is requesting a Resubdivision to combine six lots into a single lot on 
property situated at 701-03 E. Fayette St, 715 E. Fayette St., 706-08 E. Washington St.,  
712-16 E. Washington St., 705 Fayette St., And 709 Fayette St, To Be Addressed As 701-
705 E. Fayette St pursuant to Syracuse Subdivision Regulations; and 

 
WHEREAS,  the City Planning Commission held a Public Hearing on the request on May 28, 2024, at 6:00 

p.m. in the Common Council Chambers, City Hall, Syracuse, New York, heard all those 
desiring to be heard, and duly recorded their testimony; and 

 
WHEREAS,  a companion application for Major Site Plan Review, MaSPR 24-17, was heard by the City 

Planning Commission on May 28, 2024; and 
 
WHEREAS, the existing site includes 706-08 E. Washington St,. a rectangularly shaped parcel with 51 

feet of frontage on E. Washinton St. and a lot depth of 62 feet; 712-16 E. Washington St., a 
rectangularly shaped parcel with 157 feet of frontage on E Washington St. and a lot depth 
of 122.8 feet; 701-03 E. Fayette St., an irregularly shaped parcel with 92 feet of frontage on 
E Fayette St. and a lot depth of 201 feet; 715 E. Fayette St., an irregularly shaped parcel 
with 93 feet of frontage on E. Fayette St. and a lot depth of 262 feet; 709 Fayette St., a 
rectangularly shaped parcel  with 34 feet of frontage on E. Fayette St. and a lot depth of 132 
feet; and 705 Fayette St a rectangularly shaped parcel with 72 feet of frontage on E. Fayette 
St. and a lot depth of 132 feet. for a total of 2.01 acres of real property; 

 
WHEREAS, the combined lots will comprise a single parcel that is 2.01 acres in size and situated in the 

Central Business District, MX-5 Zone District; and  
 
WHEREAS,  the address for the newly created lot will be 701-705 Fayette Street; and  
 
WHEREAS,  the resubdivision will eliminate the property lines between the three separate parcels 

creating a single lot; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Planning Commission has studied the proposal and all submittals by the applicant 

and all interested parties; and 
 
WHEREAS,  the resubdivision does not meet the criteria to be referred to the Onondaga County Planning 

Board pursuant to GML §239-l, m and n, but the companion Major Site Plan Review was 
reviewed by Onondaga County Planning Board who took no position on the proposal; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Zoning Administrator and the City Planning Commission Chairperson are entitled to 
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execute any and all necessary documents related to the subject proposal; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Article 8 of the State Environmental Conservation Law, as amended and the 

regulations promulgated thereunder (collectively “SEQRA”), the Commission is required 
to make a determination with respect to the environmental impact of any “action” to be 
taken by the Commission and the consideration of this application constitutes such an 
action; and 

 
WHEREAS,  the Commission having reviewed the companion application, MaSPR-24-17, along with the 

proposed action and the Environmental Assessment Form, Part 1, dated April 18, 2024, 
("EAF") prepared and submitted by the applicant, and determined that the proposed action 
described therein constituted a Type 1 or Unlisted/Type 2 action, pursuant to 6 NYCRR 
§617.4/§617.5, respectively; and 

 
WHEREAS, having determined that more than a single agency is involved with or interested in the 

proposed application classified as a Type 1, the Commission declared itself “Lead 
Agency” pursuant to 6 NYCRR §617.6, and by letter dated April 19, 2024, which has 
been affirmed by all interested and involved parties; and finds that approval of the 
Application as set forth herein will not have a significant effect on the environment, and 
the Commission hereby issues a negative declaration pursuant to SEQRA, a copy of 
which is attached hereto as Exhibit “A”, which shall be filed in the office of the 
Commission. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we, the duly appointed members of the City Planning 
Commission of the City of Syracuse, do this 28th day of May, 2024, APPROVE the request of the applicant 
for, R-24-28, resubdivision of six parcels situated at 701-03 E. Fayette St.,  715 E. Fayette St., 706-08 E. 
Washington St.,  712-16 E. Washington St.,  705 Fayette St., and 709 Fayette St., to be combined into a new 
single lot addressed at 701-705 Fayette St., pursuant to the Syracuse Subdivision Regulations..  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said application be approved subject to compliance with the 
following conditions: 
 

1. The subject premises shall be used, operated and maintained in a neat and orderly condition at all 
times; all outside storage of junk, bottles, cartons, boxes, debris and the like shall be restricted to 
appropriately screened enclosures not visible to the general public; 
 
2. All construction, improvements and additions relating to this proposal, including those activities 
required in order to comply with the conditions of this approval, shall be completed by the applicant or 
its agents within twelve (12) months of the date of approval of this resolution by the City of Syracuse or 
this approval will be considered null and void; administrative extensions to this requirement for up to 
one year may be obtained from the Zoning Administrator at any time within the first twelve (12) 
months, after which, any and all extensions require approval from the City Planning Commission; 

 
3. All Development Standards of ReZone Syracuse shall be adhered to; and 

 
4. Improvements to the subject property and its use shall be in accordance with the submitted plans on 
file in the City of Syracuse Office of Zoning Administration and attached to this application; 

 
5. The here-referenced re subdivision shall be duly filed with the Clerk as required by law. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED no signage was approved as part of this application; proposed signage must 
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be submited to the City of Syracuse Office of Zoning Administation for review and approval;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that ryproval of this resolution does not relieve the applicant from
compliance with any other regulatory or licensing provisions ryplicable thereto by the properly
constituted Federal, State, County or Crty authorities to include, but not limited to the City of Syracuse
Departments of Engineering and Public Works, andthe Division of Code Enforcement;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that if the conditions
approval shall be subject to revocation.

enume,rated above are not complied witb this

W. Kulic( Chairperson



Full Environmental Assessment Form 
Part 3 - Evaluation of the Magnitude and Importance of Project Impacts 

and  
Determination of Significance 

Part 3 provides the reasons in support of the determination of significance.  The lead agency must complete Part 3 for every question 
in Part 2 where the impact has been identified as potentially moderate to large or where there is a need to explain why a particular 
element of the proposed action will not, or may, result in a significant adverse environmental impact. 

Based on the analysis in Part 3, the lead agency must decide whether to require an environmental impact statement to further assess 
the proposed action or whether available information is sufficient for the lead agency to conclude that the proposed action will not 
have a significant adverse environmental impact.  By completing the certification on the next page, the lead agency can complete its 
determination of significance. 

Reasons Supporting This Determination: 
To complete this section: 

• Identify the impact based on the Part 2 responses and describe its magnitude.  Magnitude considers factors such as severity,
size or extent of an impact.

• Assess the importance of the impact.  Importance relates to the geographic scope, duration, probability of the impact
occurring, number of people affected by the impact and any additional environmental consequences if the impact were to
occur.

• The assessment should take into consideration any design element or project changes.
• Repeat this process for each Part 2 question where the impact has been identified as potentially moderate to large or where

there is a need to explain why a particular element of the proposed action will not, or may, result in a significant adverse
environmental impact.

• Provide the reason(s) why the impact may, or will not, result in a significant adverse environmental impact
• For Conditional Negative Declarations identify the specific condition(s) imposed that will modify the proposed action so that

no significant adverse environmental impacts will result.
• Attach additional sheets, as needed.

Determination of Significance - Type 1 and Unlisted Actions 

SEQR Status:  �  Type 1 �  Unlisted 

Identify portions of EAF completed for this Project: �  Part 1 �  Part 2 �  Part 3 

FEAF 2019

 See Reasons Supporting Determination of Significance

MaSPR-24-17 & R-24-28

5/28/24
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Upon review of the information recorded on this EAF, as noted, plus ftis additional support information
'hase 1 and Phas 2 Environmental Site Assessrnent, Major Site Plan ReviewAgenda ltem MaSPR-2rl-17 and Resubdivision R-24-28.

and considering bqth the magnitude and importance of each identified potential impact it is the conclusion of the
iifu of Svracuse Citv Plannino Cornmission - r-^r ^-^--.3ity of Syracuse Gity Planning Commission as lead agency that:

Q l. This project will result in no significmt adv€rse impacts on the environment, and, therefore, an environmental impact
statement need not be prepared. Accordingly, this negative declaration is issued.

f] S. Although this project could have a significant adverse impact on the environment, that impact will be avoided or
substantially mitigated because of the following conditions which will be required by the lead agency:

There will, therefore, be no sipificant adverse impacts from the project as conditione4 an4 therefore, this conditioned negative
declaration is issued. A conditioned negative declaration may be used only for UNLISTED actions (see 6 NYCRR 617.7(d).

n C. This Project may result in one or more sigrrificant adverse impacts on the environment, and an environmental impact
statement must be prepared to further assess the impact(s) and possible mitigation and to explore alternatives to avoid or reduce those
impacts. Accordingly, this positive declaration is issued

Name of Actisl. Gateway SyrErcuse Apatunents Determination of Significanoe

Name of Lead Age,ncy: City of Syracuse City Planning Commission

Name of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency: Steven Kulick

Title of Responsible Officer: Chairperson ) n
(

Signature of Responsible officer in Lead Ac"(.f,( tAJ t ^"_ t ^.J\+(1,,f].( 
r"*'

Signature of Preparer (if different from Responsiht Qlcer) Date:

For Further Information :

Contact Person: Cristian Toellner

Address: 300 S State St., suite 700 Syracuse, NY 13202

Telqlhone Nurnber: 31 5448{261

E-mail : CToellner@syr.gov

For Type 1 Actions and Conditioned Negative Declaratinns, a copy of this Notice is sent to:

Chief Executive Officer of the political subdivision in which the action will be principally located (e.g., Town I City /Village oD
Other involved agencies (if any)
Applicant (if any)
Environmental Notice Bulletin: h ttp : //www. dec.n-v. gov/enb/enb.html

PRINT FULL FORM Prge2of 2
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SITE LOCATION

SOURCE: USGS SYRACUSE WEST 7.5' QUADRANGLE
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Section I:

Neighboring Property Contact Information

Gateway Syracuse Apartments

Direction Tax Map Parcel Property Address Owner Contact Information
Land Use Code and 

Classification
General Description

030.-15-01.1 727 Washington St E to Water Syracuse University 900 S Crouse Ave, Syracuse, NY 464 – Office Building
Office Building owned by 

Syracuse University 

030.-15-.03.0 730 Water St E & Forman Ave Amerco Real Estate Co PO Box 29046, Phoenix, Az
449 – Other Storage, Warehouse 

and Distribution Facility
U-Box Storage Facility

030.-17-01.0 800-16 Water St E & Forman Ave Upstate Properties Dev. 750 E Adams St, Syracuse, NY
449 – Other Storage, Warehouse 

and Distribution Facility
Storage Facility 

030.17.-03.0 101 Forman Ave Rear Upstate Properties Dev. 750 E Adams St, Syracuse, NY 464 – Office Building Office Building for P.E.A.C.E.INC. 

030.-14-01.0 701 Water St E & Almond St Amerco Real Estate Co 2727 N Central Ave, Phoenix, Az 438 –  Parking Lot U-Haul Parking Lot

030.-14-02.0 709 Water St E to Erie Blvd E Amerco Real Estate Co 2727 N Central Ave, Phoenix, Az
330 – Vacant Land Located in 

Commercial Area
U-Haul Parking Lot

030.-14-03.1 740 Erie Blvd E to Water St E Arec li LLC PO Box 29046, Phoenix, Az 449 –  Distribution Facility U-Haul Storage Facility

103.-22-02.2 110 Almond St & Water St ESW Realty, LLC 65 Gray Rd, Falmouth, ME 426 - Fast Food Franchise Dunkin' Donuts Drive Through 

030.-14-03.2 746 Erie Blvd & Forman Ave Arec li LLC PO Box 29046, Phoenix, Az
330 - Vacant Land Located in 

Commercial Area
U-Haul Parking Lot

030.-16-10.1 725-27 Fayette St E & Forman Ave 725 Fayette, LLC 124 Haddonfield Dr, Syracuse, NY 483 – Part Residential Use 
Szechaun Kitchen and Residential 

property

030.-17-02.6 801-49 Fayette St E & Forman Ave State of NY Upstate Medical 750 Adams St E, Syracuse, NY 612 – School SUNY Upstate Medical Building 

030.-16-15.0 711 Fayette St E People's Community Dev Corp 2306 Salina St S, Syracuse, NY 620 – Religious Church 

030.-16-14.0 713 Fayette St E Food + Sundry LLC 100 Madison St, Sryacuse, NY 484 – One Story Small Structure XO Taco Restaurant

048.-01-11.0 701-05 Genesee ST E & Almond St TJM Syracuse, LLC 5801 Ulmerton Road, Clearwater, FL 414 –  Hotel Crowne Plaza Hotel

048.-01-10.0 709 Genesee St E to Fayette S Taksum Associates LLC 88 Harbridge Mnr, Williamsville, NY 465 –  Professional Building Law Office and Parking area

048.-01-01.0 712-14 Fayette St E 712-14 East Fayette Group LLC PO Box 776, Syracuse, NY 411 –  Apartments Apartment Complex 

048.-01-02.0 716-18 Fayette St E Genesee Inn LLC 505 Fayette St E, Syracuse, NY 438 –  Parking Lot Parking Lot

048.-01-03.1 720-22 Fayette St E 719 RGD LLC 9102 Whistling Swan Lane, Manlius, NY 438 –  Parking Lot Parking Lot

048.-01-04.1 726-28 Fayette St E & Forman Ave One Forman Park LLC 721 Genesee St E, Syracuse, NY 438 –  Parking Lot Parking Lot

048.-01-05.0 721 Genesee St E & Forman Ave One Forman Park LLC 721 E Genesee St, Syracuse, NY 464 – Office Building Two Story Office Building

048.-01-06.0 719 Genesee St E to Orange 719 RGD LLC 9102 Whistling Swan Lane, Manlius, NY 464 – Office Building Three Story Office Building

048.-01-07.0 717 Genesee St E to Orange Al
Dibartolomeo Eugene, Dibartolomeo 

Eileen M
717 E Genesee St, Syracuse, NY 464 – Office Building Office Building

048.-01-08.0 713-15 Genesee St E Genesee Inn LLC 505 E Fayette St, Syracuse, NY 414 –  Hotel  Parkview Hotel

048.-01-09.0 711 Genesee St E Lahm Robert E 711 E Genesee St, Syracuse, NY 464 – Office Building Law Office

048.-03-07.0 801 Genesee St E & Forman Ave Moore Phillip M 1713 S State St, Syracuse, NY 433 – Auto Body or Tire Shop Ab Auto Service

048.-03-06.0 805-09 Genesee St E to Wellington Rothschild Genesee Prop LLC 821 E Genesee St, Syracuse, NY 514 – Auditorium Dance Theater of Syracuse

West 103.-23-01.0 622 Washington St E & Almond New York State 622 Washington E & Almond S 438 – Parking Lot Parking Lot

717 Fayette St E to Washington One Forman Park, LLC 721 E Genesee St, Syracuse, NY

North

East

030.-16-12.1
330 – Vacant Land Located in 

Commercial Area
Parking area

South



Drawing Copyright © 2024

315.471.3920 .  www.chasolutions.com
Syracuse, NY 13202

One Park Place, 300 South State Street, Suite 600



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SECTION II 
Project Description 
 



Section II • Page 1 of 2 • Item 4 

Project Description 

In accordance with Section II of the BCP application, the following information is provided.  

Project Purpose: 

The purpose of this project is to investigate and remediate environmental impacts located on the 

Site for the protection of public health and the environment, return business to the currently 

vacant site, and bring jobs to an area of blight. The scope of the project will include the 

following: 

Remedial Investigation – The project will begin with a Remedial Investigation (RI) for the 

purpose of investigating and delineating the nature and extent of environmental impacts present 

at the Site.  The RI will include the installation of soil borings and groundwater monitoring wells, 

sampling of soil and groundwater, and a soil vapor intrusion investigation.  Data collected during 

the RI will be used in conjunction with previous investigations to perform a qualitative risk 

evaluation that identifies potential populations that may be at risk of exposure to site 

contaminants and potential exposure pathways by which those populations could be impacted.  

The qualitative risk evaluation will be utilized in determining the Remedial Goals.  

Analysis of Remedial Alternatives – Based upon the remedial goals, remedial alternatives will 

be identified and evaluated to determine recommended remedial alternatives.  Documentation 

of this process including the identification, evaluation, and selection of the site remedies will be 

provided in an Alternatives Analysis Report (AAR).  

Remediation of Environmental Impacts – On-site impacts will be remediated as detailed in a 

Remedial Action Work Plan (RAWP) that is based on the results of the AAR.  The RAWP will 

provide a detailed scope of work for the mitigation of impacts on the Site.  

Upon completion of the Site remedy, a Final Engineering Report will be prepared which includes 

the necessary documentation to demonstrate completion of the Site remedy per the RAWP. A 

Site Management Plan will also be prepared, which provides details and information for the 

long-term management of Site controls.  

Upon completion of the remedial actions, GW Syracuse, LLC will redevelop the property as 

mixed-use commercial and multi-unit residential building.  

Proposed Timeline 

Task 
Estimated Month 
Complete 

Submit BCP Application Concurrently with this RIWP July 2024 

NYSDEC 60-Day Comment Period 
September 2024 

Public 45-Day Comment Period 

NYSDEC Execution of BCA and Approval of RIWP  September 2024 

Conduct the RIWP Field Work Described Herein September 2024 

Submit Remedial Investigation Report October 2024 

Submit Draft Remedial Design Work Plan with Alternatives Analysis October 2024 

NYSDEC Selects Proposed Remedy November 2024 

NYSDEC 45-Day Comment Period December 2024 

Public Meeting (optional) December 2024 



Section II • Page 2 of 2 • Item 4 

Task 
Estimated Month 
Complete 

Finalize the Remedial Design Work Plan and Issue Construction 
Notice 

February 2025 

Construction Complete May 2025 

Submit Draft Final Engineering Report and Draft Site Management 
Plan 

July 2025 

NYSDEC Issues Certificate of Completion September 2025 

Begin Operations & Monitoring per requirements of Site Management Plan and Institutional 
and Engineering Controls 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SECTION III 
Land Use Factors 
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Land Use Factors 

Zoning and Current Use: 

The Site was historically a mixture of commercial facilities which ceased operations in the 

1980’s.  The property currently consists of 6 tax parcels that will be re-subdivided into a single 

parcel upon completion of the real estate transaction(s).  There are three buildings which now 

sit vacant, however the surrounding paved parking lots are typically utilized by neighboring 

properties.  

Anticipated Use: 

The Gateway Apartments project is one which aims to transform a portion of the Syracuse 

University Hill neighborhood and provide housing in an effort to help ease the city’s housing 

crisis. With the large semiconductor fabrication facility, Micron, coming to the area in the next 

several years, Syracuse is quickly expanding and recognizing the need for housing.  The project 

aims to provide almost 300 apartments and 6,000-square feet of retail spaces to the community.  

The Gateway Apartments project is widely supported by City of Syracuse officials and the 

attached letters provide evidence that the project will not only provide jobs in the near term but 

will provide housing options (including 12.5% affordable housing) in an area currently in a 

housing crisis.  

Renewable Energy Facility Site: 

The Site is not proposed to be a renewable energy facility.  

Compliance with Zoning Laws, Recent Development, and Community Master Plans: 

As described above, this project will bring housing to the City of Syracuse and an area which is 

currently in a housing crisis.  The following articles are just two of many that can be found in 

support of this project.  
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369396GLI9BH9FD794GF1K69C2BL276693I?9CBF7IFG3A9GI9?7@7ABCGIL9E54D=I77?7?9DB56GIL;9>F9FD7

FGE789P7GL729CA3II7?939Ỳ=6FB2196F254F5279JGFD9abb93C32FE7IF693F9>AEBI?93I?9R36F9[317FF7

6F277F6;9̂3A6D963G?9GF9J369AGZ7A19FD794GF1K69HG26F9DGLD=2G6793C32FE7IF9C2BQ74F9GI93F9A736F9cb

17326;

]5F9FD79CA3I96DGHF7?9B@729FD79C36F967@723A9EBIFD69H2BE9BI79JGFD94BI6G?723MA79D7GLDF9FB

BI79JGFD93965M6F3IFG3A9HBBFC2GIF9M7435679P7GL7293I?94GF19BHHG4G3A69?74G?7?939FBJ729J369IBF

39L273F9HGF9HB29FD3F93273;
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Property’s Environmental History 

The Site has been evaluated through a series of review and investigations since 2016:  

• Transaction Screen, LCS 2016 

• Geophysical Survey and Limited Focused Subsurface Soil Investigation, LCS 2016 

• Phase I Environmental Site Assessment, CHA 2024 

• Phase II Subsurface Investigation, CHA 2024 

• Supplemental Phase II Subsurface Investigation, CHA 2024 

The two most recent Subsurface Investigation Reports were prepared for GW Syracuse LLC to 

evaluate portions of the site where data gaps were identified, prior to submission of the 

application for entry into the Brownfield Cleanup Program.  A copy of these reports has been 

provided with this application.  The remaining reports listed above can also be provided, upon 

request, however the data, including figures and tables, is summarized in the following tables 

and attachments. Each of the following figures also identifies the sample locations, date of the 

sampling event, and key contaminants and concentration detected for each media evaluated.  

Table 1. Soil 
 

Analytes > Restricted 
Residential SCOs 

Number of 
Detections > 
Restricted 

Residential SCOs 

Maximum 
Detection 

(ppm) 

Restricted 
Residential 
SCO (ppm) 

Depth  
(ft 

bgs) 

Benzene 2 8.46 4.8 8-12 

Toluene 1 346 100 10-12 

Ethylbenzene 2 200 41 9-10 

Total Xylenes 2 1230 100 9-10 

1,2,4-Trimethylbenzene 1 347 52 8-12 

1,3,5-Trimethylbenzene 2 119 52 10-12 

Benzo(a)anthracene 2 16 1 0-1 

Benzo(a)pyrene 2 16 1 0-1 

Benzo(b)fluoranthene 2 20 1 0-1 

Benzo(k)fluoranthene 1 6.6 3.9 0-1 

Chrysene 2 15 3.9 0-1 

Dibenzo(a,h)anthracene 1 2.4 0.33 0-1 

Indeno(1,2,3-cd)pyrene 2 9.2 0.5 0-1 
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Table 2. Groundwater 
 

Analytes > AWQS 
Number of 

Detections > 
AWQS 

Maximum 
Detection (ppb) 

AWQS (ppb) 

Phenol 2 2.7 J 1 

Barium 2 8173 1000 

Chromium 2 406.2 50 

Lead 2 625.2 25 

Mercury 2 1.71 0.7 

Selenium 2 41.9 10 

 
 

Table 3. Indoor Air/Sub-Slab Vapor 

Analytes 
Total 

Detections 
Maximum 

Detection (ug/m3) 
Type 

2,2,4-Trimethylpentane 2 37.1 

Indoor Air 

Benzene 2 13.5 

Ethylbenzene 2 25.5 

Heptane 2 27 

Hexane 2 62.4 

o-Xylene 2 37.4 

p/m-Xylene 2 90.8 

Toluene 3 75.4 

Trichloroethene 2 1.9 

2,2,4-Trimethylpentane 3 78 

Sub-Slab Vapor 

Benzene 3 14.7 

Ethylbenzene 3 33.5 

Heptane 3 12.2 

Hexane 3 19.5 

o-Xylene 3 34.7 

p/m-Xylene 3 128 

Toluene 3 28.1 

Trichloroethene 2 2.29 
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IA-01/SS-01 INDOOR AIR SOIL VAPOR

  Hexane 0.705 U 19.5

o-Xylene 6.21 34.7
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Requestor Information 

Requestor Name, Address & LLC Information: 

GW Syracuse LLC is requesting NYSDEC review and approval of the remedial program.  Contact 

information is as follows: 

GW Syracuse LLC 
21 Greene Avenue 
Amityville, New York 11701 
Phone: (518) 413-6689 
Email: chris@cuserealestate.com  
  

Attached is a copy of the NYS Department of State Division of Corporations Business Entity 

Database Search for GW Syracuse LLC.   

Members/Owners: 

In accordance with Section V of the BCP Application, the following information is provided: 

GW Syracuse, LLC Members/Owners:   Chris Geiger (100%)    

Document Certification: 

All documents prepared in final form for submission to NYSDEC for approval will be prepared and 

certified in accordance with Section 1.5 of DER-10.  

 

mailto:chris@cuserealestate.com
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Requestor Eligibility 

Volunteer Statement 

GW Syracuse LLC considers itself a volunteer due to their ownership of the property 

subsequent to the disposal/discharge of Site contaminants, and the cessation of businesses 

operating on the property. Under ownership of GW Syracuse LLC, ongoing contribution to Site 

contamination has ceased and exposure to previously released contamination has been limited 

as the property is now either locked (buildings) or covered with asphalt.     

 

Proof of Site Access 

Attached are signed letters from each of the current property owners which states that GW 

Syracuse, LLC has been provided access to the property to complete the necessary 

remediation procedures and diligence as it relates to entering into a Brownfield Cleanup 

Agreement with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation. The property 

transactions will take place prior to the completion of remedial efforts.  
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Requestor Contact Information 

GW Syracuse LLC contact information is included within the applicable section of the 

application. The requestors representative is Chris Geiger with a mailing address of 21 Greene 

Avenue, Amityville, New York 11701. Mr. Geiger can be contacted at (516) 413-6689 or 

chris@cuserealestate.com   

mailto:dpeios@jmawireless.com
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Program Fee 

GW Syracuse LLC is not requesting or applying for a fee waiver. Upon execution of a Brownfield 

Cleanup Agreement to the Department, GW Syracuse LLC is prepared to pay the non-

refundable program fee of $50,000.  
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Current Property Owner and Operator Information 

The project currently consists of six contiguous parcels which GW Syracuse LLC intends to re-subdivide into a singular 1.85-acre 

parcel to create the project site located at 701 East Fayette Street, in the City of Syracuse, New York.  GW Syracuse LLC intends on 

purchasing the six parcels and will become the owner and operator.   

Owner and Operator  

The current owners of the parcels are listed in the table below. GW Syracuse LLC does not have a relationship with any of the 

owners. 

Tax Map 

Parcel 
Site Address 

Dates of 

Ownership 

Owner & 

Operator 
Mailing Address Contact Information 

030.-16-02.0 706-08 Washington St 

E & Almond 

Syracuse, New York 

13210 

2003-Current Swanson 

Fayette Assoc 

LLC 

505 E Fayette Street 

Syracuse, New York 

13210 

Norman Swanson 

nswanson@woodbinegroup.com 

(315) 471-7400 

030.-16-03.0 712-16 Washington St E 

Syracuse, New York 

13210 

1990-Current 728 East Water St 

Co Inc 

505 E Fayette Street 

Syracuse, New York 

13210 

Norman Swanson 

nswanson@woodbinegroup.com 

(315) 471-7400 

030.-16-13.1 715 Fayette St E to 

Washington St E 

Syracuse, New York 

13210 

2017 - Current 715 EFSU, LLC 1 Saddle Ln 

Roslyn Heights, NY 

Brian Sivin 

bsivin@gmail.com 

(917) 940-1077 

030.-16-16.0 709 Fayette St E 

Syracuse, New York 

13210 

1990-Current 728 East Water St 

Co LLC 

505 E Fayette Street 

Syracuse, New York 

13210 

Norman Swanson 

nswanson@woodbinegroup.com 

(315) 471-7400 

030.-16-17.0 705 Fayette St E 

Syracuse, New York 

2017 - Current Howard Johnson  323 Nottingham Road 

Syracuse, New York 

Howard Johnson 

martinm@jfrealestate.com 

mailto:nswanson@woodbinegroup.com
mailto:nswanson@woodbinegroup.com
mailto:bsivin@gmail.com
mailto:nswanson@woodbinegroup.com
mailto:martinm@jfrealestate.com
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Tax Map 

Parcel 
Site Address 

Dates of 

Ownership 

Owner & 

Operator 
Mailing Address Contact Information 

13210 13210 (315) 446-0111 

030.-16-18.0 701-03 Fayette St E & 

Almond St, Syracuse, 

New York 13210 

2016 - Current Syracuse Parking 

Assoc LLC 

2 Clinton Sq 

Syracuse, New York 

13210 

John Funicello 

johnf@frealestate.com  

(315) 472-2020 x 103 

 

Historical Owners and Operators 

Ownership pre-dating those listed above are provided in the table below for each of the properties. Information was obtained from 

deed searches for each parcel.  GW Syracuse LLC does not have a relationship with any of the owners listed below.  

Tax Map 

Parcel 
Site Address 

Approx. Dates 

of Ownership 
Owner & Operator Last Known Mailing Address 

030.-16-02.0 

706-08 Washington 

St E & Almond 

Syracuse, New York 

13210 

1998 – 2003 
City of Syracuse Industrial Development 

Agency 

233 East Washington Street, 

Syracuse, New York 

1997 – 1998 Metropolitan School for the Arts, Inc. 
320 Montgomery Street, 

Syracuse, New York 

1989 – 1997 700 Outparcel Corp 
One Lincoln Center, Suite 600, 

Syracuse, New York 

1987 – 1997  Charles Square LTD 
1075 Williston Road, South 

Burlington, Vermont 05401 

1982 – 1987 
Paul R Graves, Donald R. Cobb, Walter 

B. Levering, Jr DBA Tygate Towers 

143 Washington Ave., Albany, 

New York 

1979 – 1982 
New York State Teachers’ Retirement 

System 

Not Listed. Result of 

foreclosure  

mailto:johnf@frealestate.com
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Tax Map 

Parcel 
Site Address 

Approx. Dates 

of Ownership 
Owner & Operator Last Known Mailing Address 

1907 – 

Unknown 

Luther S Merrick, Emma M Merrick, 

Elizabeth Jacoby  
None listed 

030.-16-03.0 

712-16 Washington 

Street E 

Syracuse, New York 

13210 

1981 – 1990 AMPB Leasing Co. 
716 East Washington Street, 

Syracuse, New York 

Unknown – 1981 
The City of Syracuse Industrial Development 

Agency 

217 Montgomery Street, Hills 

Building, Syracuse, New York 

030.-16-13.1 

715 Fayette St E to 

Washington St E 

Syracuse, New York 

13210 

2001 – 2017  Swanson Fayette Associates LLC 
505 E Fayette Street 

Syracuse, New York 13210 

1961 – 2001 Harold Sarkin 
217 Edgemont Drive, Syracuse, 

New York 

Unknown – 1961 Barbara Malone 
715 East Fayette Street, 

Syracuse, New York 

030.-16-16.0 

709 Fayette St E 

Syracuse, New York 

13210 

1989 – 1990 709 East Fayette Street Corp. 
1030 East Genesee Street, 

Syracuse, New York 13210 

1987 – 1989 Leon Godfrey Associates, Inc.  
PO Box 241 Syracuse, New York 

13215 

1967-1987 I. Irving Hammer aka Isadore I. Hammer 
121 Sunnyside Drive, Syracuse, 

New York 13214 

1945-1967 Hyman Susskin 
408 East Castle Street, Syracuse, 

New York 

Unknown – 1945 
Katherine La Vaute and Katherine La Vaute 

Marling 

707 East Fayette Street, 

Syracuse, New York 

1908 Daisy D. Van Alstine and Mary M. Town Unknown 
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Tax Map 

Parcel 
Site Address 

Approx. Dates 

of Ownership 
Owner & Operator Last Known Mailing Address 

030.-16-17.0 

705 Fayette St E 

Syracuse, New York 

13210 

1985 – 2017 Ocie Felton  
135 Sunnyside Park Road, 

Syracuse, New York 

1968 – 1985 Gulf Oil Corporation  
1 Presidential Boulevard, Bala-

cynwyd, Pennsylvania 

1945 – 1968 Carl C Schrader 
506 Roxford Road S, Syracuse, 

New York 

1945 Margaret Reinhart 
285 Guy Park Avenue, 

Amsterdam, New York 

030.-16-18.0 

701-03 Fayette St E & 

Almond St, Syracuse, 

New York 13210 

2015 – 2016 Washington Street Properties, LLC 
4908 Westview Drive, Syracuse, 

New York 

2004 – 2015 
Jacquelyn Ruffolo Amsdill formerly Jacquelyn 

A. Ruffolo  

649 South Colony Grand Island, 

New York 14072 

1984 – 2004 Donald V. Murphy, Jr. and John D. Murphy  
7462 Waxwood Circle, North 

Syracuse, New York 13212 

1968 -1984 Gulf Oil Corporation 
1 Presidential Boulevard, Bala-

cynwyd, Pennsylvania 

1933 - 1968 Wilda G.C. Frackelton 
114 Walnut Street, Auburn, New 

York 

1933 Hull Greenfield Unknown 
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Property Eligibility Information 

No questions within Section X of the Brownfield Cleanup Program Application have 

been answered in the affirmative.  
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Site Contact List 

Name Address/ Contact Information 

City of Syracuse 

Ben Walsh 
City of Syracuse Mayor 

City Hall 
233 East Washington Street 
Syracuse, New York 13202 
(315) 448-8005 

Steven Kulick 
City of Syracuse Planning Commission 

City Hall Commons  
201 E. Washington Street, Suite 500 
Syracuse, New York 13202 
zoning@syrgov.net 
(315) 448-8640 

Onondaga County 

Ryan McMahon 
Onondaga County Executive 

John H. Mulroy Civil Center, 14th Floor 
Syracuse, New York 13202 
(315) 435-3516 

Dan Kwasnowski 
Onondaga County Planning Board 

335 Montgomery Street, 1st Floor 
Syracuse, New York 13202 
(315) 435-2913 

Local News Media 

Local News Outlet 
News Channel 9 
(315) 446-9900 

Public Water 

Central New York Water Authority 

200 Northern Concourse 
Syracuse, New York 13212 
(315) 455-7061 

Public Repository 

Onondaga Public Library Central Branch 

447 South Salina Street 
Syracuse, New York 13202 
reference@onlib.org 
(315)435-1900 

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 

Project Manager 
5786 Widewaters Parkway 
Syracuse, NY 13214 
(315) 426-7519  

New York State Department of Health 

NYSDOH  
 

Bureau of Environmental Exposure  
Empire State Plaza – Corning Tower, Room 
1787 
Albany, New York 12237 
(518) 402-7860 

mailto:zoning@syrgov.net
mailto:reference@onlib.org
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Name Address/ Contact Information 

GW Syracuse LLC 

Chris Geiger 
 

21 Greene Avenue 
Amityville, New York 11701 
chris@cuserealestate.com  

Environmental Consultant 

Samantha Miller, PE 
CHA Technical Manager/ Project Coordinator 

300 South State Street 
Syracuse, NY 13202 
smiller@chasolutions.com 
(315) 257-7154 

Adjacent Properties 

Powder Mill Corp 
700 Washington St E & Almond 
Syracuse, New York 13210 

Syracuse University 
727 Washington St E to Water 
Syracuse, New York 13210 

One Forman Park, LLC 
717 Fayette St E to Washington St E 
Syracuse, New York 13210 

725 Fayette, LLC 
725-27 Fayette St E & Forman Ave 
Syracuse, New York 13210 

State of NY Upstate Medical 
801-49 Fayette St. E & Forman Ave 
Syracuse, New York 13210 

People’s Community Dev Corp 
711 Fayette Street East 
Syracuse, New York 13210 

Food + Sundry, LLC 
713 Fayette Street East  
Syracuse, New York 13210 

One Forman Park LLC 
726-28 Fayette St E & Forman Ave 
Syracuse, New York 13210 

719 RGD LLC 
720-22 Fayette St E 
Syracuse, New York 13210 

Genesee Inn LLC 
716-18 Fayette St E 
Syracuse, New York 13210 

712-14 East Fayette Group LLC 
712-14 Fayette St E 
Syracuse, New York 13210 

Taksum Associates LLC 
709 Genesee St E to Fayette S 
Syracuse, New York 13210 

mailto:chris@cuserealestate.com
mailto:smiller@chasolutions.com
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TJM Syracuse, LLC 
701-05 Genesee St E & Almond St 
Syracuse, New York 13210 

New York State 
622 Washington St E & Almond 
Syracuse, New York 13210 
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Miller, Samantha

From: Ehmann, Karyn

Sent: Tuesday, July 2, 2024 9:35 AM

To: Miller, Samantha

Subject: FW: [--EXTERNAL--]: Re: Document Repository for another NYSDEC Brownfield Cleanup 

Program Application

Categories: Filed to CHA Project Folder, 086328.000

See email response from Onondaga Library, below.  

 

Karyn Ehmann  
Assistant Project Engineer III 
CHA 
Office: (315) 257-7250 
kehmann@chasolutions.com 
www.chasolutions.com 

 

 
 

 

  

  

 

Please note my email address has changed          
 

Finding a better way.              

 

 

From: Local History <lhg@onlib.org>  

Sent: Tuesday, July 2, 2024 9:34 AM 

To: Ehmann, Karyn <KEhmann@chasolutions.com> 

Subject: [--EXTERNAL--]: Re: Document Repository for another NYSDEC Brownfield Cleanup Program Application 

 

Hi Karyn: 

 

Yes, should be no problem. 

 

Thanks, 

Dan 

 

Librarian 

Local History/Genealogy 

Onondaga County Public Library 

447 South Salina St 

Syracuse NY  13202 

(315) 435-1900 
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From: Ehmann, Karyn <KEhmann@chasolutions.com> 

Sent: Tuesday, July 2, 2024 9:23 AM 

To: Local History <lhg@onlib.org> 

Cc: Miller, Samantha <SMiller@chasolutions.com> 

Subject: Document Repository for another NYSDEC Brownfield Cleanup Program Application  

  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of OCPL's email system. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize 

the sender and know the content is safe. 

 

Good morning, Dan –  

  

We are working on another Brownfield Cleanup Program Application for a site in the City of Syracuse. Would we be able 

to use the Onondaga County Library Central location as a document repository for this project, as well?  

Similar to my previous request, I expect a maximum of 3 CDs.  

  

Thank you,  

  

Karyn Ehmann  
Assistant Project Engineer III 
CHA 
Office: (315) 257-7250 
kehmann@chasolutions.com 
www.chasolutions.com 

  

 
  

 

  

  

 

Please note my email address has changed          
  
Finding a better way.              

  

  



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SECTION XII 
Statement of Certification and Signature 
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Statement of Certification and Signatures 

Please see Section XII of the Brownfield Cleanup Program Application for the 

appropriate requestor signatures.  
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