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On November 11, 1975 at approximately 6:10PM I was alerted
by Mr. Hildreth of Chemung County Health Department of a complaitt,
by a citizen, of an oill film on the waters of Coldbroock, Town of
Southport. Meeting with Mr, Hildreth and Mr. Manges of the
Health Department by T7:00PM, we checked the stream for a source
of the film. Samples taken -at a culvert located at Laurentian
Place showed the most results, with an eddy causing a small
gathering of oil at this point. The only two potential sources
were checked out and samples taken at the only drain emptying
into this section of the brook and at a point at the brook!s
source, a small pond.

Due to darkness and the fact that the oil was of minute
amounts, the investiéation was discontinued after some two
hours until daylight, at which time the Health Dept. would fol-
low it up and, if necessary, contact me at Avon,

In the course of their investigation on the 12th, they lo-
cated a potential source at an old manufacturing plant, under-
going remodeling as a dry storage facility. The G & R Machine
Equipment Corp. of 151 Chandler Ave., Buffalo had contracted to
dismantle and remove machinery and salvage metal from this fa-
cility recently acquired by the Westinghouse Corporation. It
was alleged by Mr. Scheifen, a westinghouse employee, that G & R
personnel had dralned at least one of a number of large trans-
formers of its oil content,

I interviewed, on November 1%th, members of the Westinghouse

and G & R staff and obtained voluntary sworn statements from



Mr. Stephen Dmochowski and Mr, Julius‘Kramer, both of G & R ,
that Mr. Kramer, as job boss, had instructed Mr. Dmochowskl to
remove the drain cock from a transformer.

At the time of the draining the transformer was standing
at the edge of a shipping platform and the ground below con~-
tained an old storm water dralnage system. It is probable that
the 0il entered the surface water drainage in this manner.

On inspecting the site and taking samples of oil from
many locations, inside and outside the grounds of Westinghouse,
it appeared to me that no less than four transformers had been
drained at four separate points along the shipping platfarm,
and one more had been accidently dropped and leaked oil at a
fifth spot.

Three of the above mentioned four drain sites could have
gotten into the drain system. Dye testing is umder way to
fully establish if this is indeed the case. Attached maps and
charts illustrate sample sites and locatlions of heavy oil de-
posits.

Estimates of the amount of o0il wnich may have entered Cold-
brook, (which is a tributary of the Chemung River) cannot be
determined until the initial dye test 1s complete.

It would appear that total oil lost, if it should prove out
that all five sites are transformer oil, would be in the area of

900 gallons. Of this I would judge not more than 400 gallons

could have entered the drain. However, indications along Coldbrook

are not enough to corraborate this estimate. Brook tracings are

slight.



-~

The Health Department has shipped all samples to Albany
and will continue dye testing., Of thirteen transformers in-
volved in this salvage operation, I believe six have been
removed from the premises. I have seven under seicure pending
analysis of the oll content and previously mentioned oil atains,
indicate five of the missing six were drained, either by intent
or accildent.

Ideally, I would like a cross-match of residual oil in the
drained transformers, the olil soaked earth amd the oll in Cold-
brook. With the emptied transformers removed from the premises,
a match of the Coldbrook contamination with the residual ground
stains is the best we can hope for. I feel that without the
establishing of a drain pattern by dye test, a cross-match of
0il samples would be the only legal proof we could muster for

prosecution.
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SAMPLE

MO RS ED e FoN WA L G Tipy

- el
- O

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

Sample 15 teken 11/12/75 - tested negative PCB

LOCATION

011 Switech, Bldg. 32

lransformer Nbr.
Iransformer Nbr.
Transformer Nbr.
Transformer Nbr.

Transformer Nbr.

North Sample, Bldg. 28

Transformer Nbr,

Center Sample

South Soil Sample, Bldg. 28
Sump at Loading Platform

Skimmexr

10
14
15
16
13

11

Coldbrook - Upstrean

Outfall Culvert - Coldbrook
Taurentian & Coldbrook

Miller Pond Outlet

Lower loading Dock (Dye Test)
Manhole Outside Fence
Same as Sample 7 on 11/13/75

24& .7

5&6

8 & 5~A
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VOLUNTARY STATEMENT

STATE N Ew Yol

COUNTY CH EAMUNG i
CITY or Town Homcelm.u
DATE //-/3-7S _ TIMElq“}QMPLACEHjE ACH EADY LT ATE Ii}{fﬁt‘

e o

I, oo K R?’I METR. beang duly sworn, am _S Y% 4 years of age

and my address is 1% Ava Lanve W, liamsu, Lic NY.

Occupation _S ¥ FEARU/s0 2 — G +R MAatii~iiy DEGREE OF EDUCATION H.S. 3485
| have been duly warned by CHA 2tes A - W/vANVT ___, who has identified
himself as A ENVIASN AT AL (CONSERUATION OV ii(ert

that | do not have to make any statement at all, and that any statement | make may be used in evidence against me on the trial
for the offense concerning which this statement is herein made. Without promise or hope of reward, without fear or threat of
physical harm, | have been told | can have a lawyer, but { expressly waive all my rights to counsel before freely giving the fol-
lowing votuntary statement to the aforesaid person.

@ ,"/"Q”_MMI ’&M?w LJ @M}jm]djn?ﬁ +@MMM 2
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OE/MA., a EWW P 1 ﬂmufwr F«FA/?/WM od’ L-Um E;MS tw-«,kg

= — = Ce———— o e

Q f%mwmfu W}ﬂn’w larere &,M Cla 2
@/M.Q__ W
Q Lot !
N C)NMMA Chainkans M 9
Q _\)u‘-ﬂwm,é/w ffl/z)m{ WTWMHJQT
xw C A S, Mfm&} 3
a/w\ S;J,J,M FJ* M 2 JJJ ﬂw?j ? ajfa-u,

e
st
)—ipﬁ\

l g._ ]‘ MS KE AMER can read and write and have read this statement consisting of (2 page (s) and

the facts contained therein are true and correct. | have also been toid that swearing to a,false statement can be held against
me in a court of law. \ J?_/L
: ’T.';frf.l‘.ML___. NN

i
of _ ¥ pages.

Witness: A .5 e
% _,-"" Page A i e
7 "’”’”/?’J"‘ o e /17 S B FUE WO EAOC I | e /5

Witness: Sig"e'j by
“ Subscribed and sworn before me -




L '_-" . ~ T
| (2’3 6T TWO ©F Yol UNTARY STATEMENT

state [V Ew Y oz
COUNTY _ CIHHEA NG
CITY or Town _ f/O”ZSEH EADS

DATf Mov. /3 . C_____TIME 3 O»PHPLACE [ﬂg@eaws  Ca S G T

), stubius KEAME®R . . _____being duly sworn, am 3™ years of age
and my address ‘is m LAnveE T lliamu, LIC h/"-j )

Occupation _S Y P ER U IS0 DEGREE OF EDUCATION </ 8+ S Y=Ads
| have been duly warned by C/JAAIES r4 - WinA v T— 7, who has identified

nimself as MWV ENUI Ao denTA L CONSERUVANION OF Fic v

that 1 do not have to make any statement at all, and that any statement | make may be used in evidence against me on the trial
for the offense concerning which this statement is herein made. Without promise or hope of reward, without fear or threat of
physical harm, | have been told | can have a lawyer, but | expressly waive all my rights to counsel before freely giving the fol-
lowing voluntary statement to the aforesaid person.

1 AUL\U‘S‘ |< QAM < K can read and write and have read this statement consisting of j/ e (s) and

a
the facts contained therein are true and correct. | have also been told that swearing t?a false statement can be e?d against

me in a court of law.

Witness: 5 b/"" e \/W
Witness: igned by
Page”__ ¥ of Vpagqs. » u -
/& / / : Zaz'?/(—w;/ this ‘%M\dayof I QuEMBe 19 A

7 Subscribed and sworn before me



VOLUNTARY STATEMENT
STATE _ N¢E wo Yo

COUNTY CHE MU G U IFREPIEY 1 AR

CITY or Town iq.i.:-t‘{ SE 14 E A-DS

DATE WNov 131§ 5T TIME f* %% PA{ PLACE Ii’mdsr-rTEfmg STATY {7olicC

|, _STEPHEN T D MO'LH OWSKY __being duly sworn, am & F years of age

and my address is } G ASoN ST, Bu CrEAlo Now vuﬁ:g I ok
Occupation émm K= G+ A MACH ~cn{ DEGREE OF EDUCATION _ ] '» GRADE

| have been duly warned by CHARLES A WINANT ___, who has identifind
himself as !q_f)_l E‘“‘UWUNMLNTAL CorH-t R2yATLD v O Fitern

that | do not have to make any statement at all, and that any statement | make may be used in evidence against me on the trial
for the offense concerning which this statement is herein made. Without promise or hope of reward, without fear or threat of
physical harm. | have been told | can have a fawyer, but | expressly waive ali my rights to counsel before freely giving the fol-
lowing voluntary statement to the aforesaid person.

Q__._ llm.u iw ML%(MM WW ﬂ/s@\'#{’\?_, LM*&A_LU,ML«\
F-\ %M fﬂig},

@ ; 1#-%.& AL’MI{QKM MWW—QW G:I u}u WMESWME
AL S Nmuﬁ%ﬂ T ot Rl

ﬂ 15w wqia_ . WJMM‘)WG*&V%M e

‘LQMC‘Q\JMMMU\J ‘BG“H,\"
C\MMWJ{* M«Mu_ @/QJMV}QTJ-«L
M‘\t}: KM‘(N“H’L

- =t '
S’-E P'\"'” I~ -DM 0("‘0‘”3'0:“ read and write and have read this statement consisting of / page (3h and
the facts contained therein are true and correct. | have also been told that swearing to a false statement can be held against

r‘:?tr::sas:cw Pk / ot J;@/ A /£ )?/4 M

Witness: 2 Sigried by
Page _,L_ of _,L pages
/62?%, ot i g this 4372 day ot _NovEME & 197 N~

Subscribed and sworn before me



VOLUNTARY STATEMENT
STATE _/V € Yopig

CITY or Town _ ??ﬂfif. CH EADS % i =
DATE Nov 13 193 T __TIME 3 1TPY pLACE H‘urlsufrﬂﬂs STATE TPalice
DI CLRAR AR __________being duly sworn, am S 9 "years of age

and myaddegss is 4'-1"3::1 WesT Climman ST. Elmiga 1vdGoyg
Occupation ELE<Taon T ELECT Lo - WES v {eDEGREE OF EDUCATION _F. S+ GRA® -
| have been duly warned by CAHlriics A WiwnAn _, who has identified

himself as AN EHUJRUNM;—W:HL fuNSrﬂur’l o UJ'Ff/r‘ﬂ._

that { do not have to make any statement at all, and that any statement | make may be used in evidence against me on the trial
for the offense concerning which this statement is herein made. Without promise or hope of reward, without fear or threat of
hysical harm, | have been tald | can have a lawyer, but | expressly waive all my sights to counsel before freely giving the fol-
o'mrr voluntary statement to the aforesaid person.
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p Aoihaw 2. SaiciE o/ can read and write and have read this statement consisti (%) and
the facts contained therein are true and correct. | have also been told that mmng to a false slgemen.t can be d_against

m;:‘:sascourtof law. =T g/f// 0 /I(/‘/W/{__,
Witness: R I e Y /
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% Subscnhed and sworn before me . ©




CHEMUNG COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
NUISANCE COMPLAINT

Location _ S0, +4 par?— (o.v.c.) Date Mov. 1/, /7257
P
Owner Camplainant '/are Ace (walrer
Address Address Yo/ Fu /ten 5+,j/»,,'m N/,
rd I y

Occupant g ey pfgmf'ﬂg fest Rand Eéi"”.‘ Interviewed: Yes No
Rddress < Afa;g SF Tivel, Koo T4 Lorr Phone
Complaint Aﬁw

dooed Méﬁ%ﬁ
Case Resolution M

Follow-Up: Yes No
Complainant Notified By g ‘ w4
" Inspector

over—
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4100l Few questioned Southside site when school was built in 1970s

Sntinued from Page 1A

1led out. No one said there was con-
iminated soil there.”

Many others involved in the deci-
ion to build the new Southside
igh on South Main Street can't be
cated, aren't talking or are dead.

“hoosing the site

The old Southside school on Penn-
vlvania Avenue —now home tothe
‘hemung County Human
.esources Building — was land-
xked, surrounded by homes and
ureets. e

Although 20 to 26 neighboring
iomes, mostly behind . the old
chool, were purchased and demol-
-hed, the school still didn't have
afficient room to expand and build
thletic fields large enough to quali-
v for state financial aid, Zaccarine
aid. Ly

In addition, theold brick building
1ad been 0 1972 by s

nfticted $§290 million in damage to
“hemung County alone — especial-

rom Hurricare Agnbs*.y‘ which™

“Hindsight is always
20-20, but certainly it
should have raised some
red flags back then. It
seems to me that some-
body was not seeing

those flags.”
James Hare,
Elmira council member,
6th District

Today, a new school requires
scores of environmental tests,
public hearings, archaeological
studies, inspections and approval
by state officials, said Barbara
Boardinan, project manager of the
office of facilities planning for the
New York State Education
Department.

“We tell people today that if
they want to build a new school,
they have to work on it for two to
three years before they can expect
tobreak ground,” Boardman said.

The ground the new Southside
was built on was almost sur-

"I haven't a clue on how we dealt
with that,” said Charlie Streeter,
president of Streeter, the company
that oversaw the scores of subcon-
tractars who worked on the school.

rounded by manufacturing com-
panies, said John Keefe, an Elmi-
raCity Councilmember{rom 1979
to 1980 who opposed construction
of a new school and favored
expanding the old school to pre:

*I was here at the time, but not ., serve the local tax base,

directly connected with the project.”
.And none of:our employees who
were involved with the'project are:

T,

here now." e
Ronald Kintz of Pine City, who

v on- Elmira’s Southside. Mean-_served on the school board from 1969
xhile, the county’s population had: to 1979, at times as president and
Town slightly from 1960 to 1970, to- Vice president, sald, ‘It seemed like
21,537 from 95,706. a good deal for both of us” — the dis-
School officials learned of a feder- - trict and Remington Rand The cam-

1 grant that would finance 80 per- 'Pany had closed its plant in 1972.
ent of the cost of building an entire. “ * Kintz said be did not remember
v new school.’ any concerns about contaminated
“We built an $18 million new land or any reasans to suspect that

chool with $15 million from federal

nd state funds," Zaccarine said: -

That saved the local taxpayersa lot
¥ maney. It would bave cost us more
arenovate the existing school.”

The district considered building
ne new school where Southport
arrectianal Facility is today, south
if Cedar Street in Southport. Then
%e Remington Rand gift horse
Jened its mouth.

The project ran into problems
“hen test wells drilled for construc-
1on purpases in 1977 showed wide-

~pread fuel ail contamination under-
sround. Later, workers uncovered
thick concrete foundations and
suried storage tanks that would be
-ostly toremove, Zaccarine said.

The test-well contaminationreport
was received by Streeter Associates
% Elmira, the construction manager
{or the $18 million project.

{
\

the property was polluted.
Jtisnot known iffactaries Jike the
"ones an the 83-acre Southside indus-
trial site commonly used metals
such as tungsten, chrome steel,
beryllium and mercury — some of
which are toxic and others that, in
high concentrations, can cause can-
cer.

In the mid-1970s, however, there
were neither Superfund laws nor
the myriad state environmental
safety regulations and mandatory
tests in place now.

Contamination
wasn’t big issue

“Back in the 1960s and '70s
nobody was required to make rea-
sonable inquiries about under-
ground storage tanks or possible
contamination,” said David Munro,
an assistant New York state attor-
ney general who works in the attor-
ney general's envirenmental protec-
tion bureau. 3

“Today you can’t stick your head
inthesand. Youhavea duty tomake
areasanable inquiry as toif the site’s
contaminated,” Munro sajd.

When Southside Hié?i $cHiool
was built, Keefe said, a numbepef
industrial 7 facilfties hadheen
located or Were in operation With:
in six blocks of the high school
site, These facilities were Chemu-
ng Foundry, fhe Pennsylvania
Railroad car.'shops, Americin
LaFrance and Remington Rand.

“[t's inexplicable to me as to
why they would build there,” said
Elmira City Council member
James Hare, whose council dis-
trict encompasses Southside High
School. Hare is a teacher at the
school.

“Hindsight is always 20-20, but
certainly it should have raised
some red flags back then,” Hare
said. “It seems to me that some-
body was not seeing those flags.”

Hare was among a group of offi-
cials and parents whothree weeks
agoasked the Elmira school board
to investigate the possible link of
13 known cancer cases among cur-
rent or former students to the
campus’ environmental past.

Hare said that he doesn't want
topoint fingers.

“Building a school is 2 collec-
tive process involving lots of peo-
ple,” Hare said. *And conscious-
ness of the environment today is
lot different than it was 20 years
ﬂo."

y X £
Southside
High School

P

o,
Chemang ) " Townol.
Co. g / Southport.
7. Tl

U Elmira Map s
| detall ERIC BANKS/Star-Gazette

Community *
can learm more
at meeting

Star-Gazette

-
‘-

A panel of Chemung County and
New York state health and environ-
mental experts and school officials
will answer questions about the safety
of Southside High School, built on a
former industrial site, at a public
meeting at 7p.m. today in the school's
auditorium,

Concerns about the school and the
health of its students surfaced last
month after several parents and two
Elmira City Council members asked
the Elmira school board to examine
why 13 cwrrent and former students at
the school of 1,100 have been found to
have cancer since 1997.

The school, at 777 S. Main St., is
built on an 83-acre industrial site that
was home {0 a number of factories
raaking everything from typewriters
tobemb parts and fire engines.
tate officials conducted tests at

Meanwhile, state environmen-
tal regulatars say the oil that was
found several yearsagotobe seep-
ing from the campus into local
waterways is being cleaned up
and isn't a health hazard.

No one to date has attributed
any contamination to the cancer
cases.

4

The industrial property next to
the school was cleaned of indus-
trial wastes contaminated with
various metals, solvents and
burned organic wastes. Old stor-
age tanks containing paint clean-
ers, oils and gasoline also were
removed from the former Ameri-
can LaFrance plant site. The four-
month cleanup there was com-
pleted in March.

d around the site in 1996, after resi-
ents noticed an oil sheen on Miller's
ond, about 500 yards east of the
chool. While earlier tests focused on
etroleum products, which are pre-
ent at the site, a new battery of tests

slated tobegin next week toidentify

y metal and chemical contaminants

there.

Tuesday's meeting will be moderat-
ed by Thomas Kump, director of envi-
ronmental health at the Chemung
County Health Department. The meet-
ing provides an opportunity for the
rommunity toask questions abcut the
Site, past and future tests, and what is
likely to happen next.

Schoo! board members, City Council
members and county legislators also
plantoattend the meeting.
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Pond worrie

- Cutd rﬁ
, MARIA STRINNVStar Gazetto
Boys fish after school at Miller Pond on Elmira’s Southside in April. The pond, which has been found to be con-
taminated with slight amounts of petroleum, has been a favorite recreation spot for generations.

M Some living near
contaminated water
want quick action;:
others say pollution
doesn't exist.

By HEATHER DUNCAN
Star-Gazette
hduncan@stargazette.com

To many Southside resi-
dents, Miller Pond is the pretti-
est spot in Elmira, the place
they ice skated around bon-
fires as children and fished for
bass as adults.

But some have become
afraid of-the beautiful spot
they loved for sa long.

Arthur Symonds, 74, who
lives on Parkside Drive across
from the 3-acre pond, wanders
out toits shore some mornings
with neighbors to mark oily
spots with stones.

On a recent Wednesday
afternoon he stirred the water
with a long stick and watched
as oily bubbles rose, producing
a rainbow sheen that drifted
acress the water in long
streaks. When he lifted the
stick, it smelled like oil.

“The odor is terrible,” he
said. “Something in that water
is not right. I'm scared of it."

Symonds said he has seen
the oil contamination ever
since moving to Parkside
Drive 16 years ago. Soccer
fields, a playground and tennis

/18=875 71

neighbors

Southside
High School

ERIC BANKS/
Star-Gazette

“Inside

B Editorial/12A
B Pond's history/14A

courts are adjacent to the
pond, a recreation spot for kids
and adults. &

The New York State Depart:
ment of Environmental Cor¢
servation tested the pond for

See POND/14A
s-1-ag"
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By HEATHER DUNCAN were told that the_p%rsk,had.m the .pond to the city if it would The Star-Gazette reported that
y Star-Gazett given tothe city in 1935 on the con-  “reassume” its obligations todevel- fithe city blamed contractars work-

i - :‘ dition that the city develop it intoa  op the land as a park. ing on a storm sewer project next to
uncan@stargazetie.com Tecreation area. But the city refused. he pond for failing to secure their

] “But the city refused to take For many years, Winner and
me neighbors of Miller Pond responsibility for the pond for a some of his neighbors mowed the
» unhappy about its condition long time, said Paul Winner, 86, grass in the park area across from
1e years before the petroleum who has lived at their homes and petitioned for the
amination came tolight. his Parkside Drive elimination of weeds and algae that
1ey have spent years fightingto home since he kept the pond stagnant. The water.
uade the city of Elmira, which returned  from level was deliberately raised and

uipment.
Then came the 1972 flood.

' “The Chemung River was about a
‘oot from my front step. There were
ires and other stuff that floated
own from (Remington) Rand into i

s the pond, to maintain the World War II in lowered several times. o the company that manufactured

: and keep the pond from 1945. Neighbars along Parkside Drive [typewriter and machine parts from

ming aswamp. The waterlevel  For  example, wrote to their state representatives, 1936 to 1972 on a nearby industrial

he pond alsgh l;:ssmused dis- the set‘alr-Gazette and the US.Department of Agricul- fsite.” ' . Pmdeabymw«

s among nei reported in 1941 ture at various times during 1960s § Butthestate Depanment of En\n- arksid i side
lly known as Sly's Lake, that a group of and 1970s in an attempt to pressure fronmental Conservation dredged a: Lﬁisgsghvgzg‘::;%ggs year: Egn:?o‘:?hEi;":n‘:j':t?gﬁgst- ”

he pon.d,.whxch helpgd Winner

In the 1980s nexghbas continued
to complain. “about M_i'ller Pond

u;;imwasthrc?a%edgﬁr homeowners
m er, the first judge in  protested when and d.
irea, who lived next fofhie1ake, Harry R. Burgess lmptol?e cnrﬁf ma've
'to the Chemung County president dHampunRoads Realty su W‘ rEEE." ot
and Water Conservation Dis- Corp., dug a drainage channel was dredged and
smthdthepmdtolowerthewater stockedmthﬁsh.mdtheparkwas
But it was polluted at the same

the city into beauti!‘ymg the park ard of ice skaters on Miller Pond

involved in the pa : the help of its Schuyler County
oil and water samples were counterpart, harvested 30 tons of
aken from the pond in 1991, and the vegetation that was stifling fish and
DEC noted that “the pond has not making the pond stagnant. Grass
een envxraunentally impacted in carp also were stocked to help keep

g_;hreeacmpmd is fed by nat- level and protect the cellars of hous-
rings that feed into Cold- es in the Hampton Road develop-

at large pieces of concrete were

K. ment. time. I_gal?lo,_a_tmg_cement addi- fbeing left on the southern shore of M negative way.” vegetation in check.
omeowners who purchased  Burgess later offered to return | tive and diesel il were dumpedinia. [ihe pond by the city. - - The Chemung County Soil and  “Now it’s the maost beautiful spot
erty in the Parksxde Drivearea two properties at the south end of | the pand Ey__%li_ , killing many Enmmmental;gg;xa became Vater Conservation District, with in Elmira,” Winner said.
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Spills: Details of reports &-7-200

Continued from Page 1A the current school property, used to
American LaFrance factory in burn its damaged typewriters out-
Southport. side In giant bonfires, said Robert
About 400 gallons flowed into an Schnelder, 63, of Elmira, who used
towork at the factory. :

old storm water drainage system ‘'©7
and made its way Into nearby Cold- _“They burned it way in the back
of the property (near the raflroad

brook Creek, according to DEC
reports. : tracks) right out in the open,” sald
W 1990: A man reported oll floating  Schneider, who did maintenance

on a holding pond on the American Work at the factory from 1955 to
LaFrance pmny' biii S. Maln st.' 1957, "They'd lhl'OW the lypewﬂtel’s
and (waste) wood Into a big 20-foot-

Southport. The pond drains into
Coldbrook Creek. A month later, the tall pile. Then they would throw lac-
DEC investigated the complaintand  quer thinner on it and set it on fire.
found nosigns of contamination.  They'd burn thousands of typewrit-
M 1992: Soil and groundwater were €S that way. They did it two or
contaminated when an unknown three times while I worked there.”
amount of gasoline leaked from an The industrial wastes did more
old 1,000-gallon underground gaso- than pollute the immediate sur-
line tank on the former American roundings. Much of the waste
LaFrance property adjacent to the spread out with the watershed and
school. Sixteen underground stor- contaminated large areas or was
age tanks, most of them containing dumped elsewhere, DEC records

some gasoline and diesel fuel, were ShOW.
later removed. The oil dumped from the trans-

M 1993: The state Department of formers in 1975 was so thick that it
Environmental Conservation listed formed clumps on the surface of
the former Remington Rand proper- Coldbrook Creek, according to a
ty at 1021 S. Main St., Elmira, asan DEC report issued that year.
‘inactive hazardous waste site. The A former Remington Rand dump,
site is considered a potential envi- abouta mile south of the school, is

ronmental or public health hazard. undergoing cleanup to remove soil
m 1997: Workers discovered soil ~contaminated with PCBs, coal-ash
contaminated with diesel fuel after. ‘and chemical waste products from
they had removed 500-gallon and ' manufacturing. ' §
1,000-gallon underground storage: The school is in an area that was
tanks. The tanks were removed - -home to heavy industrial manufac: -
from the Elmira Fire Department * turing for more than 113 years. The
fire station at 213°W. Miller St., Chemung; Foundry, a. different

. about three blocks north'of the American LaFrance facility,
Kennedy Valve, Remington Rané

school. ;
- Healthofficials have said fuel con: 3 and the Pennsylvania Railroad car
tamination in the soil does not pose » shops all had manufacturing facili- .
ahéalth risk solong as a person does ¥ tles within six blocks of the'school. .
1ot come in direct contact with it, . ;. ‘Despite the presence of factories,
“What you're finding s typical of the amount of contamination'is no
giant industrial “manufacturing greater than in most other industri-
sites,” said Walter Hang, president al areas of the city, said Scott Rod- -
of Toxics Targeting. “Heavy metals, abaugh,aDEC environmental engi:
tank leaks and PCBs are usually neer. =
found anytime you have these  “We would expect to find more
gigantic industrial-scale operations problems in industrial areas,” Rod-
for a decade or more.” abaugh said. “You'd expect to find
That concerns parents such as more spills and things like heavy
Alan Cecce, of Franklin Street in metals (in the scil) and underground
Elmira. Cecce's son is scheduled to tanks.”
attend Southside High School in _ That is exactly what was found
2002. during the 1999 cleanup of the for-
“There's a lot of contaminationin mer American LaFrance site,
the area of the school,” said Cecce, according to DEC documents.
37, a computer network technician. The state is also cleaning up a .
“I'm not knowledgeable enough to plume of old fuel oil contamination
know if it can affect your health, but 15 feet below ground, under the
given the current situation at South- school and east of it, toward Miller
side, this just adds to my concern. Pond. The oil, thought to have
“I really don't want to subject my leaked from old, buried storage
kids to any more harm than I have tanks, doesn't pose a health hazard
to. How much more of a risk am I because there's no way for the pub-
putting my kids in if they go to lic to come in contact with it, state
Southside, rather than EFA, Edison  cfficials say. oy f-
or Horseheads?" b “Whenever you have a large
Before the 1970s;-a"time of few 'industrial site'you have'ifitumer
. environmental laws, it was common able accidents and spills'that hap-
for industrial wastes to be dumped pen day to day that create contami-
on the ground, buried or burned. nation,” Hang said. “And over time
The former Remington Rand Co., that accumulates on site. And that's
which made business machines on what you're seeing today.” g
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- 28 Power Washing (Wash, Rust Preventive, Dry)
28A Power Washing (Wash, Rinse, Inlra dry)
38 Power Washing (Wash, Rust Preventive, Dry)
44 Wire Pickling ) ! HEFERENCE: i ELM/000515
46 8 67  Maintenance Depariment Lancy Laboratories Drawing ROE 2
-Caleteria:and Recreation Room .
gg Steel Storage LEGEND: . 0 200 _ 400 - )
64 Heat Treatment hd Water Well Location and Yield SCALE IN FEET REMWGTON RAND PLANT SITE
65 Plating, Tumbling, Metal Blackening : ) UNISYS CORPORATION
66 “Shipping Department |
;(8) Converting to Caleleria FIGURE &

Painting (Northeast Corner of Building)

Dames & Moore, A Professional Limited Partnership

Job;No. 15783-005
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