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✓dOOI: Few questioned Southside site when school was bu i lt in 1 970s
4 

• 

Jn tlnued from Page IA Tcxiay, a new school requires 
Jlcd ouL Noone said there was con• "Hindsight is always scores a! environmental tests, 
1minated soil there." public hearings, archaeological 
Many «11.ers involved in the deci• 20-20, but certainly it studies, inspections and approval 

1 0n lo build the new Southside shou]d have raised some by state officials, said Barbara 
! igh on South Main Street can't be Boardman. project manageroflhe 
cated, aren't talking er are dead. red flags back then. It office of facilities planning for the 

seems to me that some- New York State Education 
:hoosing the site Department. 
The old Southside school on Penn- body was not seeing "We tell people today that if 

\·lvania A\•enue -now home totne those flags.,, 
they want to build a new school, 

·11cmung County Human they have to work on it for two to 
:esources Building - was land• James Hare, three years before they canexpect 
..eked, surrounded by homes and Elmira counci l member, to break grrund,'' Boardman said. 
:reels. .. . 6th District The ground the new Southside 
Although 20 to 26 neighboring was built on was almost sur-

1omcs, mostly behin(J . the old '------------...J rounded by manufacturing com­
chool, were purchased and demol· "I haven't a clue on how we dealt panics, said John Keefe, an Elmi•
"bed, the school still didn't have with that," said Charlie Streeter, ra City Council member from 1979
afficient room to expand and build president of Streeter, the company to 1980 who opp�ed construction 
thletic fields large enough to quali- that oversaw the scores of subcon-. of a new school and favored 
. • for state financial aid, Zaccarine tractors who worked on the school. , expanding the old school to pre-
3.id. • �: � , _ "I was here at the time.J>u.t not �-,�IX� the local tax base. b- ,:· • .. ,_-..:. 
In additi�

�
th�: � Q,ri:ck building, directly ccnnected with the project. ' • When Southside Hlgli 'Sc'ti:ooi

1ad � � � • 1�.Pl s��-��d �one of· �.r emp!OY�;,s w��. was built, Keefe said, a num�
rom Hum .e . A�es� .: -Y.,Jftcli-' were mv�!v��with the ,proje��-are.: · ind�a�_;facilfties had:r��n
nflictOO: S290 million m d!',mage to' here now. •• • • •. - _ • ·;- located or -,..ere in operation.With: 
:hemung-�ty alone --: especial- Ronald K�tz or Pine City, who . in six blocks of the high sclfool 
y on· Elmira';s • South�iiie; Mean- . served oo lhe.�ool. boa{d frcm 1969 site, These facil,ities were Cliemu­
xhile, ui,e cou,nty'� population had; t� 1979, �t t�� as president and ng Foundry, ' ,Jbe Pennsylvania 
;own� slightly from 1960 to 1970, to · vtce president, �d, ''It �med �e Railroad car :shops, Ame�ncan
Jl,53drom �,706. _ . a � deal f01;both ofus -the dis- :LaFrance and Remington Rand. 
School ctl!c� learned c(_a fe_der• i·. trict and Re�on Ran�. The ccm- "It's inexplicable to me as to 

ti grant _!lla! would_ �Cf:! !l(l �r- ., �Y had c�� its plant m 1972. why they woold build there," said 
ent cithe cos�dbulldinganen�- ·K1Atz said he did not rem�mber Elmira City .Councu · member
�- !;lew scb?OL . . any concerns about contammated James Hai;e, whose council dis-

We �uilt an _S�S million �ew land or any reasons to suspect that • trtct encompasses Southside High
chool with $15 millicn frcm federal the property was polluted. s b l H • h h 

d tat f ds "  Za · 1·,.,, _ It is' not kn if" t • lik th c oo . are 1s a teac et at t  e
,n s e un , ccanne sa a, : , . own ,ac ones e e school 
That saved the local taxpayers a lot 'anes � the 83-acre Southside indus- "�dsight is always 20-20, but
tmcney. It would_�ve cast us�cre trial site commonly used metals certainly it should have raised
.:i renovate the existing schcd such !3S tungsten, chrome steel, some red flags back then " H 
The district considered building beryllium and mercury - some or -d ., • are 

he new school where Southport which are toxic and others that, in sai ; lt seems t_o me that som�­
:orrecti.c:nal Facility is todav, sooth high concentrations, can cause can- bod} w� not seemg those flags. 
,r Cedar Street in Southport. Then cer. . Hare Y.as among a group ofoffi.
:ie Remington Rand gift horse In the m.id-19705, however, there cials and parents �ho three weeks 

,iened its mooth. were neither Superfund laws nor ag?aske� the Elmira 51:hool �
The project ran into problems the myriad state environmental to investigate the possible link of

:hen test wells drilled fer ccnstruc- safety regulations and mandatory 13 known cancer cases among cur-
?on PW'J)QSes in 1m showed wide- tests in place now. rent or, for�er students to the

,pread fuel oil cootaminatim under- campus e�vtronmental pa;t. 
,,_'found. Later, workers uncovered Contamination H�re sa1d that he doesn t want 
:hick concrete foundations and • tOP,OIDt fi:ngers. . 
Juried stcrage tan.ks that would be wasn't big issue Bulldmg a school 1s a collec-
:a;tly to remove Zaccarine said. "Back in the lSGOs and ,705 tive process involving lots of peo-

The test-well cmtaminaticnrepcrt nobody was required to make rea- pie," Hare said. "And conscious­
was received by Streeter Associates sonable inquiries about under- ness of the environment today is
:f. Elmira, the coostructicc manager ground storage tanks or possible lot different than it was 20 year5
fer the $18 millicn project. contamination," said David Munro, ago." 

an assistant New York state attor- .Meanwhile, state environmcn­
ney general who works in the attar- tal regulators say the oil that was 

I 

ney general's enviroomental pntec- found several years ago to be seep­
tioo bureau. . ing from the campus into local 

"Today yoo CD.D't stick your bead waterways is being cleaned up 
in the sand. Yoo have a duty to make and isn't a health hazard. 
a reasonable inquiry as to if the site's No one to date has attributed
contaminated," Munro said. any contamination to the cancer 

cases. 

1 

The industrial property next to 
the school was cleaned of indus­
trial wastes contaminated with 
various metals, solvents and
burned organic wastes. Old stor­
age tanks containing paint clean- · 
ers, oils and gasoline also were 
removed from the former Ameri­
can LaFrance plant site. The four­
month cleanup there was com-

. pleted in March. 

Community 
can learn more · 
at meeting 

Star-Gazette 

• A panel of Chemung County and
New York state health and environ­
mental experts and school officials
Y.ill answer questions about the safetv
of Southside High School, built on a
former industrial site, at a public
meeting at 7 p.m. today in the school's
auditorium.

Concerns about the school and the 
health of its students surfaced last 
month after se\'eral parents and two 
Elmira City Council members asked 
the Elmira school board to examine 
why 13 current and former students at 
the school of 1 ,100 have been found to 
have cancer since 1997. 

The school, at 777 S. Main St., is 
built on an 83-acre industrial site that 
was home lo a number of factories 
making everything from typewriters 
to bomb parts and fire engines. 

State officials conducted tests at 
and around the site in 1996, after resi­
dents noticed an oil sheen on Miller's 
Pond , about 500 yards east of the 
school. While earlier tests focused on 
petroleum products , which are pre­
sent at the site, a new battery of tests 
is slated to begin next week to identify 
any metal and chemical contaminants 
there. 

Tuesday's meeting ·will be moderat­
ed by Thomas Kump, director of envi­
ronmental health at the Chemung 
County Health Department. The meet­
ing provides an opportunity for the 
community to ask questions abcut the 
site, past and future tests, and what is 
likely to happen next. 

School board members, City Council 
members and county legislators also 
plan to attend the meeting. 
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MARIA STHJNN lt'sf-G.zC'tto 

Boys fish after school at Miller Pond on Elmira's Southside in April. The pond, which has been fou nd to be con­
taminated with s light amounts of petroleum, has been a favorite recreation spot for generations. ' 

■ Some living near 
contaminated water 
want quick action;: 
others say pollution 
doesn't exist. -

By HEATHER DUNCAN 
Star-Gazette 

hdun~n@stargazett .. com 

To many Southside resi­
dents, Miller Pond Is the pretti­
est spot in Elmira, the place 
they Ice skated around bon­
fires as children and fished fer 
bass ns adults. 

But some have become 
afraid or· the beauttrul spot 
they lorcd for so Jong. 

-Arthur S~·monds, 74. who 
liws an Parkside Drive across 
from the 3;:icre pond, wanders 
out to its shore some mornings 
with neighbors to mark oily 
spots with stones. 

On a recent Wednesday 
afternoon he stirred the water 
\~i th a Joog stick and watched 
as oily bubbles ro;e. producing 
a rainbow sheen that drifted 
across the water in Jong 
strea.ks. When he lifted the 
stick. It smelled like oil 

''The odor is terrible," he 

•• ~ 
..-J - , •, 

rs Pond 
I 

:~Inside 
■ Editorial/12A. 
■ Pond's history/14A 

said. wSomethini; in that water courts are adjacent to the 
is n~ righL I'm scared d It." pond, a recreatim spot for kids 

Si·monds said he has seen and adults. • ;· 
the oil contam'nation ever TheNewYorkStateDeparft 
si .cc moving to Parkside ment of Environmental Coq. 
Drh e 16 years ago. Soccer servation tested the pond ror 
fields, a playground and tennis Secf0ND/1'A :s-, -qq .' - ------------------- -----
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t1iller Pond battle goes back to '30~ 
By HEATHER DUNCAN 

Star-Gazette 
ftd~sta,pantt .. eom 

,me neighbors d Miller Pond 
~ unhappy about Its condition 
1e yea.rs before the petroleum 
amlnatlon came to light. 
1ey ban spent rears fighting to 
uade the cltr c:I Elmira. which 
s. the pond, to malntaln the 
; and ktep the pond from 
ming a swamp. The waterle\-el 
he pond also has caused dis• 
·s ama:ig neighbcts. 
riginally known as Sly's Lake, 
erl'ood was re.iiamedafier 
-iliim MIIler, ·tlie fimjuageiii 
I!!!. ~ho Ji\·ed neit to Oiellle: 
-rdi.ng To"the-Cli~ty 
and Water ConserYation Dis• 

1.Uhfee.acre pond is fed b_y b.3t• 
springs that reed lnto Colif. 

.f Creek. ---
(jjjeowiiers who purchased 
-erty in the Parkside Drive area 

were told that the pnrk had beyn the .pood to the city If II would ~ The Star-Gazette reported that 
gi\'enJ o_!.he_cilI. iil l\QS.ort.tjle£m.:_ "reassumeM Its ollligaticns tode,·el- tlie city bbmed coo tractors work-
diticn inat the city develop It l nto a op the land as a park. Ing oo a slam sewer p~ed next to 
recre3tloo area-:- But the city refused. the pond fer- !ailing to secure their 
'"But the cit~~ refused to take For many years, Winner and equipment .. 

responsibility for the pond for a some o{ his neighbors mov,ed the Then came the 19i2 floo:l. 
loog time, said Pnul Winner, 86, grass In the park area across fnm ' "TbeChemungRiverwasabruta 
v.•ho has li\'ed at -----. their homes and petitiooed (or the fOtX from my !root step. There were 
his Parkside Drive ellminatlcndweeds and algae th.at • tires and other stuff that floated 
home since he kt-pt the pond stagnant The water. down from (Remingtoo) Rand Into 
retume<I from e~;iiilll._ level was .deliberately raised and the pond," Winner said. referring 
World War n in lowered several times. to the cnnpany that manufactured 
19,;S. -~r-.11,,,- Neighb<rs along Parkside Drive typev.Titer and machine partS from 

,- - - .~.,,,., .. 
.... . . . -
. - ~v-:: 
f r', . ,, -, . . ... .., ... 

For example, wrue to their state representatives 1936 t.o 1972 ma nearby industrial 
the Star-Gazette 1•11 .. ~!il and the U.S. Department c:I AgricuJ.' site: ;• ; '~. •. .- ._ • . . . . . .. . Pn:wided by F>au Millet 

reported in 1941 , ture at v3!ious times during 1960s ButthestateDe~entclEnvi- . Paul Winner, who lives on l;>arkslde Drive on Elmira's Southside, 
that a group cl .,_..;;:.;...._.;..;..::;., and 1970s man att~~t to pressure ronmenW. Co:15en•at1on dr~dged and his daughter were models ye.µs ago for this undated post· 
homeowners WINNER , the city lnto ~eautif;:ing the park the -~ ~-!Yhich :1Je}~d, W1~11;er card of ice skaters on Miller Pond. • 
protested when ss-year reslderlt and pood. FinaUv m the early said: . !• .• ;. , . , ,_- • • . .i • . . . • . • • 

Harry R. Burgess; 1970s. the cit~~e mere~- . In the l980S neighb<rs cootinued. • • • • .- '•\• • 
president cl. Hamptoo Rm.ds Realty rn. Wlnner a: to cotnplam, 'about · MUler· Pond more in\·olvrd in the past decade 
Corp., dug a drainage channelD The pond .·was dredged and "being·usedas 'a dump.·HamptoQ Soil and water samples ·were 
south cf the pond to lower the water stocked with fish, and the park was Road res!dent'Ralph .Olson wrote taken Crom the pond in 1991, and the 
le\·el and protect the cellars tfhous- landscaped the Star:Cazette in 1985 to complain' • DEC noted that "the Pond has not 
es in the Hampton Road develop- But It was polluted at the same that large piece.s cl concrete were been en-.'i.rmmenw.lly impacted in 
menl time. In 1970 a toxic cem~nt addi- being left ca:1tbe'southern shore of. a negati\·e way." • 

Burgess later afered to return tiveanaweselciJwered.YJ]}"™ ~epand_by_thecity.,; : , --; · . -The Chemung County Soil and 
t11,o properties at the south end ci f.!i.! pond by vandili,_kiJllng man3. . ·Envlronmental'ag~ncies became Water Conservation District, with . 

- ~ ::-~ '. i:_, _- .• - .. --._ •. 

.. , - - . 
the help o! Its Schuyler County 
counterpart, harvested 30 tons o! 
,•egetation that w:i.s stifling fish and 
making the pond stagna.nt. Grass 
carp also were stocked to help keep 
·vege.tatlon In check. 

·Now it's the most beautiful spot 
in Elmira," Winner said. 
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