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Sections # - 5.1.15, 5.3.8, 6.7 and 6.10 – Historical Utilization of the Site Regarding Storage          
Tanks 

 
As detailed in Sections 5.1.15, 5.3.8, 6.7, and 6.10, as reported by the NYSDEC a 500-gallon UST was 
removed from an unknown location on the Site and contaminated soil was encountered. The UST was 
believed to have contained solvents. Samples were taken from the area and the contaminated soil was 
used as backfill in the area of the tank removal. This Spill, as reported by the NYSDEC is still Active. No 
records were readily available under the Scope of Work of this assessment regarding the installation 
dates, ownership and contents of this UST. 
 
According to the City of Rochester BIS records, a 300-gallon and a 1,000 gallon fuel oil UST’s were 
removed from an unknown location on the Site in 2002 and 1998 respectively. No tank removal records 
with confirmatory analytical data were readily available or reasonably ascertainable for review under the 
Scope of Work of this assessment.  
 
According to the Sanborn Map dated 1950, four gasoline UST’s were noted on the eastern portion of the 
Site. No tank removal records with confirmatory analytical data were readily available for review under 
the Scope of Work of this assessment. Genesee Valley Real Estate Company should be aware of the 
possibility that abandoned UST’s may exist on Site. 
 
As such, there are apparent RECs the possibility for abandoned UST’s as well as solvent and petroleum 
impairment of the soil and/or groundwater to be present at the Site at this time. 
 
Genesee Valley Real Estate Company should take the following issues into consideration: 
 
According to the Sanborn Maps (refer to Section 5.3.1), a foundry was located on the Site and located in 
the northeastern portion of the Site since at least the 1950’s to the 1970’s. This foundry was apparently 
demolished at an unknown time and no records were reasonably ascertainable or readily available for 
review under the Scope of Work of this assessment indicating the contents of this facility and the status of 
the debris (i.e. either removed offsite or utilized as backfill). As with any site that has utilized a historic 
foundry, there is the potential for slag byproduct to have potentially impaired the soil and groundwater at 
the Site. 
 
According to local street directories (refer to Section 5.3.6), the Site was apparently utilized as a 
lithographing facility, spring manufacturing facility, automotive repair facility, and other manufacturing 
and industrial tenants from approximately 1981 to 2007. No reported NYSDEC Spills were associated 
with these facilities. Genesee Valley Real Estate Company should be aware of the long term utilization of 
this building as a manufacturing and industrial facility post Bausch and Lomb occupation. As with any 
site that has harbored tenants such as these, Genesee Valley Real Estate should be aware of the possibility 
that abandoned UST’s may exist on Site as well as the possibility for soil and groundwater impairment to 
be located on the Site as a result of the past practices of these tenants.  
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2.0 Introduction 

2.1 Purpose 

This investigation was requested to identify, to the extent feasible, Recognized Environmental Conditions 
in connection with the Site, including the identification of conditions indicative of releases and threatened 
releases of hazardous substances on, or in the vicinity of the Site.  The AAI Phase I ESA report was 
conducted in general conformance with the Scope and Limitations of ASTM Standard Practice E1527-05. 
 
The term, Recognized Environmental Condition, is defined by ASTM as the presence or likely presence 
of any hazardous substances (as currently defined by the Comprehensive Environmental Response 
Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) including pollutants and contaminants), petroleum or 
petroleum products (excluded from the definition of hazardous substance and controlled substances; or 
the presence of petroleum products as defined by the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), 
the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, and the Clean Water Act (CWA)) at the Site under conditions that indicate 
an existing release, a past release, or a material threat of a release of any hazardous substances or 
petroleum products into structures at the Site, or into the ground, groundwater or surface water of the Site. 
 
The term is not intended to include “de minimis” conditions that generally do not present a material risk 
of harm to public health or the environment and that generally would not be the subject of an enforcement 
action if brought to the attention of the appropriate regulatory agencies.  Conditions determined to be     
de minimis are not RECs. 
 
The term “data gap” means lack or inability to obtain information required by the standards and practices 
as defined in ASTM Standard Practice E1527-05 despite good faith efforts by the Environmental Analyst.   
 
The performance of ASTM Standard Practice E1527-05 is intended to reduce, but not eliminate, 
uncertainty regarding the potential for RECs and the potential liability for contamination to be present in 
connection with the Site recognizing reasonable limits of time and cost.  It is also intended to add 
protection from CERCLA liability for innocent landowner defense, bona fide prospective purchaser, 
contiguous property owners and grants who meet certain statutory requirements.  
 
The objective of this AAI Phase I ESA was to determine, using our professional judgment, by means of 
the Scope of Work hereafter described: 
 

1. A general description of the Site. 
2. The current and historical usage of the Site and adjoining properties. 
3. Whether RECs exist or have the potential to exist at the Site. 
4. Whether site conditions suggest further evaluation based on the presence or probable 

presence of such RECs. 
5. Provide information which may assist the client in evaluating the fair market value of the 

Site. 
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2.2 Subsurface Risks/Unanticipated Hazardous Materials 

This work for this report has been performed in accordance with generally accepted environmental 
engineering practices for this region.  The conclusion and recommendations of this report are based upon 
our opinion and judgment, and are dependent upon LaBella’s knowledge, information supplied by the 
present owner and managers of the Site, and data and information solicited from governmental agencies.  
LaBella makes no other warranty or representation, either expressed or implied, nor is one intended to be 
included as part of its services, proposals, contracts, or reports. 
 
In addition, LaBella cannot provide guarantees, certifications, or warranties that the property is or is not 
free of environmental impairment without a subsurface investigation involving drilling, vapor analysis, 
laboratory soil analysis, groundwater monitoring well installation, and laboratory groundwater analysis.  
Even with such a program, the data and samples from any given soil boring or monitoring well will 
indicate conditions that apply only at that particular location, and such conditions may not necessarily 
apply to the general Site as a whole. 
 
2.3 Scope of Work 

The major components of an AAI Phase I ESA report include a visual inspection of the Site and adjoining 
properties; interviews and review of documents from past and present owners, occupants, managers, 
representatives and neighbors to the extent necessary; interviews with tribal and local government agency 
representatives; review of tribal, local and state records relative to the Site; and a review of tribal, local, 
state and federal standard environmental record sources relative to the Site. 
 
The findings and conclusions presented in this report are based on information gathered and limitations 
set forth in this report. 
 
The Scope of Work performed in this assessment is limited to the areas described as follows. 
 

1. Interview with the Owner Representative, Mr. Chris Gullace, to evaluate the Site for potential 
environmental contamination and assess the potential for contamination to be present at the 
Site.   

 
2. Interviews with and/or record reviews of each of the following to obtain information directly 

regarding environmental concerns at or in the immediate vicinity of the Site, which is 
available directly by file or through general knowledge of the individual being interviewed.  
Information sources include:   

3.  
a. United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) 
b. New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC), Region (8); 

Division of Solid and Hazardous Waste, Division of Water, and Legal Division 
c. Monroe County Environmental Management Council (MCEMC) 
d. City of Rochester Fire Chief, Code Enforcement Officer, Building Inspector, and 

Assessor 
e. Monroe County Health Department (MCHD) 
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4. Review of the following Federal, State, Local, and Tribal environmental records and 
databases to aid in the identification of conditions at or related to the Site and property, 
adjacent to or in the immediate vicinity of the Site, including: 

 
a. USEPA National Priority List (NPL) – 1.0 mile 
b. USEPA Delisted NPL – 0.5 mile 
c. USEPA Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability 

Information System (CERCLIS) and Archived (No Further Remedial Action Planned 
– NFRAP) CERCLIS Sites – 0.5 mile 

d. USEPA RCRA CORRACTS Treatment, Storage, and Disposal Facility Listing 
(TSD) – 1.0 mile  

e. USEPA RCRA non-CORRACTS TSD – 0.5 mile 
f. USEPA RCRA Large and Small Quantity Generator Listing – Site and adjoining 

properties 
g. National Response Center Emergency Response and Notification System Listing 

(ERNS) – Site only 
h. Federal, State, Local and Tribal Institutional Controls/Engineering Controls and Land 

Use Restrictions- Site only 
i. NYSDEC Registry of Inactive Hazardous Waste Disposal Sites (IHWDS) (State and 

Tribal equivalent of NPL Sites) – 1.0 mile 
j. NYSDEC Registry of Brownfield Cleanup Program Sites (BCP), Voluntary Cleanup 

Program Sites (VCP), and Tribal equivalent Sites – 0.5 miles 
k. NYSDEC Hazardous Substance Waste Disposal Site Inventory (State and Tribal 

equivalent of CERCLIS Sites) – 0.5 mile 
l. NYSDEC Part 360 Permitted Solid Waste Disposal Facilities – 0.5 mile 
m. Local and Tribal Inventory of Waste Disposal Sites – 0.5 mile 
n. NYSDEC Listing of Registered Petroleum Bulk Storage Facilities (PBS),  Chemical 

Bulk Storage Facilities (CBS) and Major Oil Storage Facilities (MOSF) – Site and 
adjoining properties 

o. Tribal Listing of Registered Petroleum Bulk Storage Facilities (PBS),  Chemical 
Bulk Storage Facilities (CBS) and Major Oil Storage Facilities (MOSF) – Site and 
adjoining properties 

p. NYSDEC Listing of Active Spills and Leaking Storage Tanks – 0.5 miles 
q. Tribal Listing of Active Spills and Leaking Storage Tanks- 0.5 mile 
r. USGS Topographic Quadrangle Map Rochester East, New York  
s. Generalized Groundwater Contour Map of Monroe County  
t.        Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) website  
u. Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps  
y. Aerial Photographs of the area  
z. Local Plat Maps and Atlases  
aa. Local Street Directories  

 
4. Site visit on February 5, 2008 by Ms. Megan Denner of LaBella to photograph the Site and to 

visually identify areas of concern as defined in the agreement. 
 

5. Completion of LaBella’s AAI Phase I ESA Site Reconnaissance Report. 
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2.4 Significant Assumptions 

As a result of the unavailability or lack of receipt of information the following assumptions were made in 
order to complete the Scope of Work in the time frame desired by Genesee Valley Real Estate Company: 
 

• Groundwater flow direction in the vicinity of the Site was estimated based on review of area 
topographic maps and the Generalized Groundwater Contour Map of Monroe County prepared by 
the MCEMC.  Determination of site-specific groundwater flow direction requires the installation 
of at least three groundwater monitoring wells, surveying the wells, and collecting groundwater 
elevation data (refer to Section 3.2).   
 

• The Site has historically included but may not be limited to the following addresses: 
o 515-563 St. Paul Street; 
o 569 St. Paul Street; 
o 634-734 St. Paul Street; 
o 2-20 Lowell Street; and 
o 61-103 Martin Street. 

 
As such, any records obtained under the Scope of Work of this assessment related to these historic 
addresses will be records assumed to be associated with the Site. 
 
As stated in the Agreement, Genesee Valley Real Estate Company acknowledges these assumptions and 
hereby agrees to release and hold LaBella harmless from any liability arising from or relating to any 
conclusions made or not made based on these assumptions.  
 
2.5 Limitations and Exceptions of Assessment 

ASTM Standard Practice E1527-05 expressly recognized the fact that no ESA can wholly eliminate 
uncertainty regarding the potential for RECs in connection with a property.  LaBella’s work is intended to 
reduce, but not eliminate, uncertainty regarding the potential for RECs in connection with the Site, and its 
Scope of Work reflects a recognition of the reasonable limits of time and cost. 
 
The work for this report has been performed in accordance with generally accepted environmental 
engineering practices for this region.  The conclusion and recommendations of this report are based upon 
LaBella’s opinion and judgment, and are necessarily dependent on information supplied by the 
individuals, entities, and agencies described in Section 2.3. LaBella makes no other warranty or 
representation, either expressed or implied, nor is one intended to be included as part of its services, 
proposals, contracts, or reports. 
 
The actual presence of radon, lead-based paint, lead in drinking water, mold-related issues, 
electromagnetic frequencies, asbestos-containing building materials (ACBM), wetlands, cultural and 
historic resources, ecological resources, and endangered species are not included in the Scope of Work of 
this assessment. Additionally, regulatory compliance, industrial hygiene, health and safety, and indoor air 
quality are not included in the Scope of Work of this assessment. 
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It is further noted that due to post 9/11 terrorist related concerns, the NYSDEC has suspended the 
availability of petroleum bulk storage facilities, chemical bulk storage facilities, major oil storage 
facilities, and spills databases to the public.  LaBella is utilizing existing databases of PBS, CBS, and 
MOSF prior to 2001, the NYSDEC website, and other research techniques to attempt to obtain this 
relevant and reasonably ascertainable environmental information for AAI Phase I ESA reports.   
 
The client should be aware that the lack of availability of the above referenced ASTM Standard Practice 
E1527-05 required databases may be considered a data gap and affect the findings and conclusions of this 
AAI Phase I ESA report.  This report will identify any specific data gaps and evaluate their significance.   
 
The site visit was limited to visual observations of accessible areas only.  No attempt was made to 
observe conditions in spaces not generally accessible, including but not limited to: 
 

1. Crawlspaces 
2. Attics and roofs 
3. Pipe chases or plenums 
4. Spaces concealed by walls, floors, or ceilings 
5. Materials concealed by paneling, carpeting, or wallpaper 

 
The site visit was also limited to visual observations of the perimeter of the property and other highly 
suspect accessible areas only.  Visual observations were limited at the time of the site visit due to size, 
and snow cover.  Areas of the Site that were inaccessible were left to the judgment and discretion of the 
Environmental Analyst conducting the site visit. It should be noted that the refinished and habitable area 
of the Site building was observed. Floor #6 of the finished building was not observed due to the 
demolition work being conducted on the interior of the Site building. Areas to the south of the ‘party 
wall’ were not observed in total due to demolition of the interior of the Site building. A portion of Floor 
#2 was observed to the south of the ‘party wall’ and as reported by Mr. Gullace, this is a representative 
portion of the remainder of this unfurnished and inhabitable region of the Site building. 
 
2.6 Special Terms and Conditions 

Genesee Valley Real Estate Company and LaBella have agreed that the Scope of Work described in 
Section 2.3, and the Limitations and Exceptions described in Section 2.5 above, are acceptable to you and 
that to the fullest extent permitted by law, LaBella shall not be liable to you for limiting its investigation 
to the Scope of Work described. 
 
Based on the engagement and Scope of Work agreed upon, our evaluation of the Site is as presented 
herein. 
 
2.7 User Reliance 

Genesee Valley Real Estate Company and Knauf and Shaw LLP may rely upon the findings of this report 
and should be aware of the agreed upon Scope of Work and the limitations associated with this Scope of 
Work. 
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3.0 Site Description  

3.1 Site Location and Legal Description 

The Site was formerly a 4-acre parcel that is currently in the process of being subdivided into at least two 
smaller pieces. The Site, as reported by Mr. Gullace, is an approximate 2-acre parcel located at 690 St. 
Paul Street, City of Rochester, Monroe County, New York 14605 (Tax Account #106.045-0001-024) (see 
Figure 1).  Deed information for this Site can be found at the Monroe County Clerk’s Office Deed Book 
9750 page 578. 
 
3.2 Site and Vicinity Characteristic  

The Site is located within an urban area.   
 
According to the 7.5-minute, Rochester East, New York quadrangle USGS Map, the Site consists of 
slightly sloping land to the west.   
 
According to the USGS map, the nearest water body is Genesee River, which is located approximately 
1,200 feet to the west of the Site. 
 
Based on interpretation of the USGS topographic map and the Generalized Groundwater Contour Map of 
Monroe County, groundwater flow at the Site appears to be to the west towards the Genesee River. 
 
According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Monroe County Soil Survey obtained from the Natural 
Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) website, soils at the Site consist mainly of Urban Lands.  Soil of 
this type is classified as soils that have been so altered or obscured by urban works and structures that 
identification of the soils is not feasible. Areas are mainly built-up parts of the City of Rochester. 
 
3.3 Present Ownership and Use 

The Site is currently owned by Comida – Genesee Valley Real Estate Company LLC and utilized as a 
storage/warehouse and a temporary Rochester City School.  
 
3.4 Site Improvements 

3.4.1 Structure and Improvements 

The Site is improved with an approximate 445,220 square foot, seven story, brick faced and framed, slab 
on grade building, constructed in at least 1914.  
 
3.4.2 Roads 

The Site is located north of Lowell Street, to the south of Hartel Alley, to the east of St. Paul Street, and 
to the west of Martin Street.  A paved parking lot is located on the northeastern portion of the Site.   
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Site Utilities  

Utility Utility and 
Connection Date 

Reportedly Previously 
utilized at Site and 
Connection Date 

REC at Site 

Heating Natural gas since 
an unknown time 
 

Steam heat connected at an 
unknown time 
 
Fuel oil connected at an 
unknown time  
 

Yes, refer to Section 6.7. 
 

Sewage 
Disposal 

Public system since 
construction 
 

NA   No, based on the flow to the system being 
limited to sanitary wastewater.   
 

Source of 
Potable 
Water 

Public water 
system since 
construction. 
 

NA   No, based on the current system 
reportedly utilized at the Site. 

 
3.5 Current Use of the Adjoining Properties 

The Site is bordered by the following properties. 
 

North:  Hartel Alley and manufacturing facilities beyond 
South: Lowell Street, Bausch and Lomb Memorial Park, and Upper Falls Boulevard beyond 
East: Martin Street and retail and residential areas beyond 
West: St. Paul Street and light commercial venues beyond 

 
Property boundaries for the purpose of this assessment were determined by the property tax map obtained 
from the PropertyInfo Website, and were visually estimated at the time of the site visit. 

4.0 User Provided Information 

In accordance with the ASTM E1527-05, a “User” is defined as the party seeking to complete an 
environmental site assessment of the property.  If the user is aware of any specialized knowledge or 
experience that is material to RECs in connection with the property, it is the user's responsibility to 
communicate any information based on such specialized knowledge or experience to the environmental 
professional. 
 
A User Questionnaire was submitted to Mr. Gullace on February 5, 2008.  As of the date of this report 
submission, a response has not been received. 
 
According to the ASTM Standard Practice E1527-05, “the user should either engage a title company or   
title professional to undertake a review of reasonably ascertainable land title records and lien records for 
environmental liens or activity and use limitations currently recorded against or relating to the property or 
to negotiate such an engagement of a title company or title professional as an addition to the Scope of 
Work to be performed by the Environmental Professional.”   
 
A copy of the User Questionnaire is included in Appendix 7. 



Mr. Chris Gullace 
Genesee Valley Real Estate Company 
February 21, 2008 
Page 10 
 
 

 Privileged and Confidential  

 
4.1 Reasons for Performing Phase I 

This Phase I Environmental Site Assessment was performed as part of a refinance. 

5.0 Records Review 

5.1 Standard Environmental Record Sources – Federal and State 

Federal, State, Local and Tribal environmental records were reviewed as a part of this assessment, in 
accordance with ASTM 1527-05 standard.  The following is a summary of the standard environmental 
record sources reviewed and includes the findings.  Copies of the regulatory records documentation are 
included in Appendix 1.   
 

Federal Lists and 
Most Recent 
Updates 

Search 
Radius 

Number 
of 
Mapped 
Facilities 

Facility Name, 
Address, and 
Approximate 
Distance and 
Direction from 
Site

Inferred 
Groundwater 
Flow (refer to 
Section 3.2). 

RECs at the Site 

Section 5.1.1: 
NPL-  
November 27, 2007 

1.0 mile 0 No listings NA No, based on the lack of 
listed facilities.   

Section 5.1.2: 
Delisted NPL-  
January 9, 2008 

0.50 mile 0 No listings NA No, based on the lack of 
listed facilities.   

Section 5.1.3: 
CERCLIS-  
January 9, 2008 

0.50 mile 0 No listings NA No, based on the lack of 
listed facilities.   

Section 5.1.3: 
CERCLIS NFRAP- 
January 9, 2008 

0.50 mile 1 RG&E #34; 
#NYD980531230; 

Suntru Street; 
300 feet to the west 

of the Site. 

West and away 
from the Site. 

No, refer to Section 5.1.3 
below for further details.   

Section 5.1.4: 
RCRA CORRACTS- 
June 8, 2006 

1.0 mile 0 No listings NA No, based on the lack of 
listed facilities.  

Section 5.1.5: 
RCRA Non-
CORRACTS TSD- 
June 8, 2006 

0.50 mile 0 No listings NA No, based on the lack of 
listed facilities.   

Section 5.1.6: 
RCRA  Generators – 
June 8, 2006 

Site       
and 

Adjoining 
Properties 

1 SQG Genesee Valley 
Real Estate 
Company; 

#110004558559; 
690 St. Paul Street; 

Site. 

West towards 
the Genesee 

River. 

Yes, refer to Section 5.1.6 
below for further details.   
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Federal Lists and 
Most Recent 
Updates 

Search 
Radius 

Number 
of 
Mapped 
Facilities 

Facility Name, 
Address, and 
Approximate 
Distance and 
Direction from 
Site

Inferred 
Groundwater 
Flow (refer to 
Section 3.2). 

RECs at the Site 

Section 5.1.7: 
ERNS- 
 January 20, 2008 

Site Only 0 No listings NA No, based on the lack of 
listings associated with 
the Site.   

Section 5.1.8: 
Institutional 
control/Engineering 
control registries- 
January 25, 2007 

Site Only 0 No listings NA No, based on the lack of 
listings associated with 
the Site.   

 

State and Tribal 
Lists and Most 
Recent Updates 

Search 
Radius 

Number 
of 
Mapped 
Facilities 

Facility name, 
Address, and 
Approximate 
distance and 
direction from 
Site

Inferred 
groundwater 
flow (refer to 
Section 3.2) 

RECs at the Site 

Section 5.1.8: 
Institutional 
control/Engineering 
control registries-  
Bi Weekly 

Site Only 0 No listings NA No, based on the lack of 
listings associated with the 
Site.   

Section 5.1.9: 
State and Tribal 
IHWDS-  
Bi Weekly 

1.0 mile 10 No listings NA No, based on lack of listed 
facilities.     

Section 5.1.10: 
NYSDEC and Tribal 
Registries of BCP 
and VCP Sites– Bi 
Weekly 
 

0.50 mile 1 VCP RGE – East 
Station; #V00358; 
Suntru Street; 300 
feet to the west of 

the Site. 

West and away 
from the Site. 

No, refer to Section 5.1.10 
below for further details.   

Section 5.1.11: 
State and Tribal 
Hazardous Substance 
Sites- 1998 

0.50 mile 1 RGE – East 
Station; #HS8047; 
Suntru Street; 300 
feet to the west of 

the Site. 

West and away 
from the Site. 

No, refer to Section 5.1.11 
below for further details.   

Section 5.1.12: 
NYSDEC Part 360 
Permitted Solid 
Waste Disposal 
Facilities –  
February 2006  

0.50 mile 0 No listings NA No, based on the lack of 
listed facilities.   
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State and Tribal 
Lists and Most 
Recent Updates 

Search 
Radius 

Number 
of 
Mapped 
Facilities 

Facility name, 
Address, and 
Approximate 
distance and 
direction from 
Site

Inferred 
groundwater 
flow (refer to 
Section 3.2) 

RECs at the Site 

Section 5.1.13: 
Local and Tribal 
Inventory of Waste 
Disposal Sites –Not 
available as of the 
date of this report  

0.50 mile 10 See Section 5.1.13 
below for details 

See Section 
5.1.13 below 

for details 

See Section 5.1.13 below 
for details 

Section 5.1.14: 
NYSDEC and Tribal 
Listings of PBS,  
CBS, and MOSF 
Facilities – 2000 
 

Site      
and 

Adjoining 
Properties 

0 No listings NA No, based on the lack of 
listed facilities.   

Section 5.1.15: 
NYSDEC and Tribal 
Listings of Active 
Spills and Leaking 
Storage Tanks - 
Weekly 

0.50 mile 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 Charter School of 
Technology; 
#0270335; 

 690 St. Paul 
Street; Site. 

West towards 
the Genesee 

River 

Yes, refer to Section 
5.1.15 below for further 
details.   

Coca Cola 
Bottling; 

#0470198; 123 
Upper Falls 

Boulevard; 200 
feet to the 

southeast of the 
Site. 

West and 
towards the 

Site. 

No, refer to Section 5.1.15 
below for further details. 

Bethesda Church 
of God in Christ; 

#0750501; 120 St. 
Bridgets Drive; 
1,100 feet to the 
southeast of the 

Site. 

West and 
towards from 

the Site. 

No, based on the nature of 
the Spill and the distance 
of the Spill from the Site. 

Section 5.1.16: 
NYSDEC and Tribal 
Listings of 
Closed/inactive Spills 
and Leaking Storage 
Tanks - Weekly 

Site      
and 

Adjoining 
Properties 
 

2 Dispatch Services; 
#8501288; St. Paul 
and Lowell; Site. 

West and 
towards the 

Genesee River 

No, refer to Section 5.1.16 
below for further details.   

Former Bausch and 
Lomb Building; 

#9701394; 611 St. 
Paul Street. 

West towards 
the Genesee 

River. 

No, refer to Section 5.1.16 
below for further details.   

 
Note 1: It should be noted that Federal listings for Engineering and Institutional Controls are not 

currently available in a searchable web-based database.  However, Federal listings for 
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Engineering and Institutional Controls were obtained from the EPA on January 25, 2007.  As of 
the date of this report submission, updates to this listing have not been provided by the EPA. 

 
Note 2: Based on the dense urban area of the Site, as per ASTM Standard Practice E1527-05, the search 

radii for NYSDEC Active spill database has been reduced from 0.5-mile to 0.25-miles from the 
Site.   

 
5.1.3 Review of CERCLIS and CERCLIS NFRAP 

According to the CERCLIS NFRAP Listing, there is one CERCLIS NFRAP site within a one half-mile 
radius of the Site that requires further discussion at this time. It is the following: 
 

A. RG&E #34 Suntru Street, City of Rochester 
ID#NYD980531230 

 
This facility appears to be located approximately 300 feet to the west of the Site.  According to review of 
the Rochester East, New York Topographic Map and the Ground Water Contour Map of Monroe County 
prepared by the MCEMC, the apparent flow of groundwater is to the west and away from the Site.   
 
This site is also a NYSDEC VCP, NYSDEC SQG and Hazardous Waste Disposal Site (refer to Sections 
5.1.6, 5.1.10 and 5.1.11). 
 
Please refer to Section 5.1.10 and 5.1.11 for a complete review of this facility. 
 
5.1.6 Review of RCRA Generators  

According to the USEPA’s RCRA Generator Listing, the Site is a SQG that is considered to be a REC at 
this time. It is the following: 
 
This facility appears to be located approximately 300 feet to the west of the Site.  According to review of 
the Rochester East, New York Topographic Map and the Ground Water Contour Map of Monroe County 
prepared by the MCEMC, the apparent flow of groundwater is to the west and away from the Site.   
 
This site is also a CERCLIS NFRAP, NYSDEC VCP and Hazardous Waste Disposal Site (refer to 
Sections 5.1.3, 5.1.10 and 5.1.11). 
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RCRA Generator Facilities 

 

Facility Name Address Activity RCRA ID# 

Genesee Valley 
Real Estate 
Company 

690 St. Paul Street SQG #110004558559 

 
LQG = Large Quantity Generator – a facility that generates > 1,000 kilograms of regulated waste per month. 

SQG = Small Quantity Generator – a facility that generates between 100 – 1,000 kilograms of regulated waste per month. 
 
At the time of the site visit, Mr. Gullace reported that Thorium, in the form of dust and also stored in 
aboveground storage tanks of an unknown location, quantity and capacity, were utilized by the former 
occupant, Bausch and Lomb Optical Company. Thorium is a radioactive material added to glass to create 
a high refractive index while creating a low dispersion resulting in a high quality glass lenses for cameras 
and other scientific equipment. As reported by Mr. Gullace, the Thorium was removed from the Site in 
approximately 1999, as well as the ballast from light bulbs and asbestos. No further information was 
reasonably ascertainable or readily available under the Scope of Work of this assessment relating to the 
past utilization, ownership, location, quantity or capacity of these items at the Site at this time. No 
hazardous waste disposal records and/or receipts were available for review nor provided to LaBella for 
review under the Scope of Work of this assessment. 
 
As such there are apparent RECs regarding this RCRA Generator listing at the Site at this time relating to 
the lack of hazardous waste disposal records and confirmatory analytical data indicating the Site is no 
longer hazardous. 
 
See Conclusion (Section 8.0). 
 
5.1.10 Review of Voluntary Cleanup Sites and Brownfield Sites 

According to the NYSDEC Listing of Voluntary Cleanup there is one Voluntary Cleanup Site within a 
one half-mile radius of the Site that requires further discussion at this time. It is the following: 
 

A. RG&E – East Station Suntru Street, City of Rochester 
ID#V00358 

 
This facility appears to be located approximately 300 feet to the west of the Site.  According to review of 
the Rochester East, New York Topographic Map and the Ground Water Contour Map of Monroe County 
prepared by the MCEMC, the apparent flow of groundwater is to the west and away from the Site. 
 
This site is also a CERCLIS NFRAP, NYSDEC SQG and Hazardous Waste Disposal Site (refer to 
Sections 5.1.3, 5.1.6 and 5.1.11). 
 
This site is discussed herein, including: potential effects on the Site based on the nature of materials 
disposed, general groundwater flow in the area, and distance from the Site.   
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 A.  RG&E – East Station 
 
According to the Voluntary Cleanup Listing, this former MGP is approximately 13.4-acres and is 
bordered by the property owned by Bausch and Lomb, the City of Rochester, and the Genesee River. This 
MGP facility was constructed in 1872 and operated until the 1950’s. Coal tar and coal tar contaminated 
soils/waste have been documented at the Site as well as seepage into the Genesee River. Construction 
regarding the containment and removal of contamination at the Site is ongoing. Analytical data indicates 
that PAH’s, cyanide and metals are present in the soil along with DNALP’s below the groundwater table, 
along the bedrock surface and in the Genesee River. The groundwater aquifers are also impacted with 
DNAPL’s, VOC’s and SVOC’s along with tar residuals.   
 
Based on the distance of this facility from the Site, the apparent groundwater flow away from the Site and 
the fact that the responsible party has been named is apparently remediating the facility, there are no 
apparent NYSDEC enforced remedial concerns at the Site at this time. Genesee Valley Real Estate 
Company should be aware of the long term historical utilization of this facility as a manufactured gas 
plant (MGP), the various federal, state and local listings associated with this facility and the close 
proximity of this facility from the Site. 
 
5.1.11 Review of NYSDEC Hazardous Substance Disposal Inventory 

According to the NYSDEC Listing of Hazardous Substance Disposal sites, there is one site/are # sites 
within a one half-mile radius of the Site that requires further discussion at this time. It is the following: 
 

A. RG&E – East Station Suntru Street, City of Rochester 
ID#HS8047 
 

This facility appears to be located approximately 300 feet to the west of the Site.  According to review of 
the Rochester East, New York Topographic Map and the Ground Water Contour Map of Monroe County 
prepared by the MCEMC, the apparent flow of groundwater is to the west and away from the Site.   
 
This site is also a CERCLIS NFRAP, NYSDEC SQG, and a NYSDEC VCP (refer to Sections 5.1.3, 
5.1.6, and 5.1.10). 
 
This site is discussed herein, including: potential effects on the Site based on the nature of materials 
disposed, general groundwater flow in the area, and distance from the Site.   
 
 A. RG&E – East Station     Suntru Street, City of Rochester 
 
According to the Hazardous Substance Listing, the process of coal gasification was utilized and 
manufactured at this facility. Byproducts including tar, creosote, pito sulfate of ammonia and spent oxide 
shavings were used in an oxide purifier system that made it possible to reuse purifier shavings. The 
property is presently under investigation by the NYSDEC, along with properties and industrial facilities 
along the Genesee River between the Upper and Lower Falls. This site is within the former registry site 
#828044 boundary.  
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Based on the distance of this facility from the Site, the apparent groundwater flow away from the Site and 
the fact that the responsible party has been named is apparently remediating the Site, there are no apparent 
NYSDEC enforced remedial concerns at the Site at this time. Genesee Valley Real Estate Company 
should be aware of the long term historical utilization of this facility as a manufactured gas plant (MGP), 
the various federal, state and local listings associated with this facility and the close proximity of this 
facility from the Site. 
 
5.1.13 Review of Local and Tribal Disposal Sites 

Ten (10) local waste disposal listings were found to be within a 0.50-mile radius from the Site. These 
listings do not appear to represent a REC at the Site at this time. 
 
A copy of the FOIL request and response are included in Appendix 6.  
 
5.1.15 Leaking Underground Storage Tank and Spill Sites 

Based on a visual observation of the area in the vicinity of the Site, the NYSDEC Listing of Active Spills 
in Region 8,  three reported active spills, as defined by current NYSDEC regulations have been identified 
within a 0.25-mile radius of the Site that require further explanation at this time. They are the following: 
 

A. Charter School of Technology 690 St. Paul Boulevard (Site) 
Spill #0270335 

 
            B. Coca Cola Bottling                                       123 Upper Falls Boulevard, City of Rochester 

Spill #0470198 
 
            C. Bethesda Church of God in Christ                       120 St. Bridgets Drive, City of Rochester 

Spill #0750501 
 
These facilities are discussed herein, including: available information from the NYSDEC.    
 

A. Charter School of Technology 
 

This facility appears to be the Site.  According to review of the Rochester East, New York Topographic 
Map and the Ground Water Contour Map of Monroe County prepared by the MCEMC, the apparent flow 
of groundwater is to the west and towards the Genesee River.  
 
According to the NYSDEC Spill Report Form, dated August 30, 2002 and last updated on September 4, 
2002, a 500-gallon UST was removed from an unknown location on the Site and contaminated soil was 
encountered. The UST was believed to have contained solvents. Samples were taken from the area and 
the contaminated soil was used as backfill in the area of the tank removal. 
 
No further information was provided on the NYSDEC Spill Report Form.  The NYSDEC Spill Report 
Form indicated that Further Action was required by Spills.   
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Based on the nature of this NYSDEC Spill at the Site and the fact that the NYSDEC has not 
closed/inactivated this Spill, there are apparent RECs regarding this NYSDEC Spill listing at the Site at 
this time relating to the possibility for groundwater and soil impairment to be present at the Site at this 
time. 
 
See Conclusion (Section 8.0). 
 

B. Cocoa Cola Bottling Company 
 
This facility appears to be located 200 feet to the southeast of the Site.  According to review of the 
Rochester East, New York Topographic Map and the Ground Water Contour Map of Monroe County 
prepared by the MCEMC, the apparent flow of groundwater is to the west and towards the Site. 
 
According to the Spill Report Form dated August 2, 2004 and last updated on August 9, 2004, an 
underground storage tank (UST) removal analysis of two 10,000-gallon UST’s indicated that the 
analytical results were above the levels of detection for several compounds. These UST’s apparently 
contained gasoline and diesel and were removed in 2003. The report was prepared by Geo Core and 
Environmental Services INC. 
 
No further information was provided on the NYSDEC Spill Report Form.  The NYSDEC Spill Report 
Form indicated that this spill has not been closed/inactivated.   
 
Based on the fact that the responsible party has been named and the distance of the Spill from the Site, 
there are no NYSDEC enforced remedial concerns at the Site at this time. 
 

C. Bethesda Church of God in Christ 
 
This facility appears to be located 1,100 feet to the west of the Site.  According to review of the Rochester 
East, New York Topographic Map and the Ground Water Contour Map of Monroe County prepared by 
the MCEMC, the apparent flow of groundwater is to the west and towards the Site.  
 
According to the NYSDEC Spill Report Form dated July 3, 2007 and last updated on July 13, 2007, 
During a fire drill friable asbestos was observed in the basement of the Site. No Further Action was 
required by the Spills unit at that time. 
 
No further information was provided on the NYSDEC Spill Report Form.  The NYSDEC Spill Report 
Form indicated that Further Action was required by Spills.   
 
As such, based on the nature of this Spill and the distance of the Spill from the Site, there are no apparent 
REC’s at the Site at this time. 
 
5.1.16 Closed/inactive Leaking Underground Storage Tank and Spill Sites 

Based on a visual observation of the area in the vicinity of the Site, the NYSDEC Listing of 
closed/inactive Spills in Region 8, two reported closed/inactive Spills, as defined by current NYSDEC 
regulations have been identified associated with the Site or properties adjoining the Site. They are the 
following: 
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A. Dispatch Services                                                      St Paul and Lowell, City of Rochester 

Spill #8501288 
 
             B. Former Bausch and Lomb Building                           611 St. Paul Street, City of Rochester 
  Spill #9701394 
 
These facilities are discussed herein, including: available information from the NYSDEC.  
 

A. Dispatch Services 
 

This facility appears to be the Site or located in the immediate vicinity of the Site. According to review of 
the Rochester East, New York Topographic Map and the Ground Water Contour Map of Monroe County 
prepared by the MCEMC, the apparent flow of groundwater is to the west and towards the Genesee River.  

 
According to the NYSDEC Spill Report Form, dated July 12, 1985 and last updated on March 1, 2007, 
truckloads of transformers had been brought to the building from Buffalo by Craw Trucking Company. A 
total of 66 transformers were believed to be leaking in the basement. After inspection by the NYSDEC on 
June 17, 1985, no evidence of leaking transformers were found in the building. No Further Action was 
required by the NYSDEC. 
 
No further information was provided on the NYSDEC Spill Report Form.  The NYSDEC Spill Report 
Form indicated that no Further Action is required by Spills.  This Spill was closed/inactivated by the 
NYSDEC on August 28, 1998. 
 
As such, based on the fact that the NYSDEC required No Further Action and no evidence was found of 
leaking transformers in the building, there are no apparent NYSDEC enforced remedial concerns 
regarding the presence of this closed/inactive NYSDEC Spill Listing at or in the immediate vicinity of the 
Site at this time. 
 
 B. Former Bausch and Lomb Building 
 
This facility appears to be the Site or located in the immediate vicinity of the Site.  The facility addressed 
as 611 St. Paul Street does not appear to be an accurate street address and is not included in the Rochester 
local street directories.  According to review of the Rochester East, New York Topographic Map and the 
Ground Water Contour Map of Monroe County prepared by the MCEMC, the apparent flow of 
groundwater is to the west and towards the Genesee River.  
 
According to the NYSDEC Spill Report Form dated April 30, 1997 and last updated on May 19, 2005, 
While the building was being renovated, open drums of apparent solvents and mishandling of asbestos 
was observed. After the NYSDEC conducted an investigation, no significant spillage or mishandling of 
materials was observed. No Further Action was required by the NYSDEC. 
 
No further information was provided on the NYSDEC Spill Report Form.  The NYSDEC Spill Report 
Form indicated no that Further Action is required by Spills. This Spill was closed/inactivated by the 
NYSDEC on May 19, 2005.  
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As such, based on the fact that the NYSDEC required No Further Action, there are no apparent NYSDEC 
enforced remedial concerns regarding the presence of this closed/inactive NYSDEC Spill Listing at or in 
the immediate vicinity of the Site at this time. 
 
5.2 Additional Environmental Record Sources 

5.2.1 Review of Previous Environmental Reports 

No previous Phase I ESA or Transaction Screen report or other records were obtained or were reasonably 
ascertainable for review.   
 
5.3 Historical Use Information on the Property and Adjoining Properties 

LaBella attempted to review reasonably ascertainable and readily available standard sources of historical 
information as defined by the ASTM Standard Practice E1527-05 in order to identify all obvious usages 
of the Site back to the first developed use or 1940, whichever is earlier (i.e., the historical research 
objective according to ASTM).  Uses of the properties adjoining the Site are identified in this report only 
to the extent that this information is revealed in the course of researching the Site itself and was 
determined at the discretion of the Environmental Analyst.  As such, LaBella reviewed only as many of 
theses sources as necessary to achieve the historical research objective.   It should be noted that that the 
lack of availability of reasonably ascertainable and readily available standard ASTM required sources 
have the potential to affect the findings of this assessment and can impact the ability of the Environmental 
Professional or Analyst to identify recognized environmental conditions and may result in a data failure 
(defined in Section 8.2.1 of this report).  A data failure may represent a significant data gap. Data failures 
and data gaps are identified, defined, and evaluated for their significance in Section 8.2 of this report.  
 
Standard historical sources LaBella attempted to review are outlined in the table below.  
 

Section Historical Source Date(s)  Source/Comments 
5.3.1 Sanborn Fire Insurance 

Maps 
1971, 1950, 1911, 
and 1892. 

Environmental Data Resources (i.e. EDR) 

5.3.2 Aerial Photographs 1930, 1951, 1961, 
1980, 1988, 1993, 
1996, 1999, and 
2005 

MCEMC 

5.3.3 Property Tax Files Not available City of Rochester 
5.3.4 Recorded Land Title 

Records 
Not consulted Not provided to LaBella for review 

5.3.5 Historical Plat Maps 1875, 1888, 1900, 
1918, 1926, and 
1935 

Rochester Public Library 

5.3.6 Local Street Directories 1897-2007 
 

Rochester Public Library 

5.3.7 Building Department 
Records 

 1931-2008 City of Rochester  
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5.3.1 Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 

Review of the 1971, 1950, 1911, and 1892 Sanborn Maps indicate that the Site was historically comprised 
of several individual parcels with various addresses (refer to Section 2.4).  The Site is currently addressed 
as 690 St. Paul Street.  These parcel addresses appear to vary throughout time. These parcel (addresses 
noted as depicted on the Sanborn Map during an individual time period) and their apparent 
usages/occupants are outlined in the table below.  
 
1971 Sanborn Map 
 

Apparent Address Apparent Usage(s)/Occupant(s) 
2-20 Lowell Street, 636-734 St. Paul 
Street, and/or 157-101 Martin Street. 

Developed with Bausch and Lomb Optical Building. Largest buildings 
located on the southern portion of the Site. An apparent foundry is located 
on the northeastern portion of the Site. An apparent oil house is located in 
the central portion of the Site. No aboveground or underground storage 
tanks were noted on this map. 

 
Adjoining Properties 
 
The apparent usages of properties, as depicted by the Sanborn Maps, located adjacent to the Site are 
summarized in the table(s) below. Addresses associated with these parcels are noted as they are depicted 
on the Sanborn Map. The current address associated these adjoining properties may differ from the 
historical addresses. 
 
1971 Sanborn Map 
 

Property/Address Apparent Usage(s)/Occupant(s) 
North Adjoining Restaurant, dwelling and a machine shop. 
South Adjoining Not listed 
East Adjoining Not listed 
West Adjoining Parking lots, dwellings and restaurant 

 
1950 Sanborn Map 
 

Apparent Address Apparent Usage(s)/Occupant(s) 
2-20 Lowell Street, 636-734 St. Paul 
Street, and/or 157-101 Martin Street. 

Developed with Bausch and Lomb Optical Building. Largest buildings 
located on the southern portion of the Site. An apparent foundry is located 
on the northeastern portion of the Site. An apparent oil house is located in 
the central portion of the Site. Four (4) gasoline tanks are noted on the 
eastern central portion of the Site. Three auto houses holding twenty six 
(26) cars are located on the eastern central portion of the Site (refer to 
Section 6.7).  
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Adjoining Properties 
 
The apparent usages of properties, as depicted by the Sanborn Maps, located adjacent to the Site are 
summarized in the table(s) below. Addresses associated with these parcels are noted as they are depicted 
on the Sanborn Map. The current address associated these adjoining properties may differ from the 
historical addresses. 
 
1950 Sanborn Map 
 

Property/Address Apparent Usage(s)/Occupant(s) 
North Adjoining Dwellings and a machine shop. 
South Adjoining Not listed 
East Adjoining Not listed 
West Adjoining Restaurant, parking lots and dwellings. 

 
1911 Sanborn Map 
 

Apparent Address Apparent Usage(s)/Occupant(s) 
2-20 Lowell Street, 636-734 St. Paul 
Street, and/or 61-103 Martin Street. 

The Site appears to be developed residentially and with retail venues.  

 
Adjoining Properties 
 
The apparent usages of properties, as depicted by the Sanborn Maps, located adjacent to the Site are 
summarized in the table(s) below. Addresses associated with these parcels are noted as they are depicted 
on the Sanborn Map. The current address associated these adjoining properties may differ from the 
historical addresses. 
 
1911 Sanborn Map 
 

Property/Address Apparent Usage(s)/Occupant(s) 
North Adjoining Dwellings  
South Adjoining Not listed 
East Adjoining Not listed 
West Adjoining Dwellings and retail venues. 

 
Copies of the Sanborn Maps are included in Appendix 3. 
 
5.3.2 Aerial Photography 

Year Observations 

1930, 1951, 1961, 1980, 1988, 1993, 
1996, 1999, and 2005 

The Site appears to be developed with several rectangular structures 
located throughout the Site. The areas surrounding the Site appear to be 
densely developed. 

 

Copies of the Aerial Photographs are included in Appendix 3. 
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5.3.3 Property Tax files 

According to the City of Rochester Assessment records, the Site is a 4.73-acre parcel addressed as 690 St. 
Paul Street (tax account # 106.450-1-24) and owned by COMIDA –Genesee Valley Real Estate 
Company, LLC. The use of the Site is noted as being manufacturing.  
 
Copies of these records are included in Appendix 6. 
 
5.3.4 Recorded Land Title Records 

According to Mr. Gullace, title records were not reasonably ascertainable as part of the Scope of Work of 
this assessment at the time of the site visit, and as such, were not provided and reviewed as part of this 
Phase I ESA report. Refer to Section 4.1 for additional details.  
 
5.3.5 Historical Atlases 

The table below outlines observations obtained from the review of available historical plat maps for the 
Site.  
 

Date Observations 
1935 The Site appears to be developed with the Bausch and Lomb Optical 

Buildings and Thomas Edison Technical and Industrial High School. 
There are apparently nine (9) building located on the Site. 

1926 The Site appears to be developed with the Bausch and Lomb Optical 
Buildings. There are apparently nine (9) building located on the Site. 
Wrays Alley appears to bisect the Site. 

1918 The Site appears to be developed with the Bausch. There are apparently 
five (5) building located on the Site. Wrays Alley appears to bisect the 
Site. 

1900, 1888 and 1875 The Site appears to be developed with many apparent residential 
structures. Wrays Alley appears to bisect the Site. 

 
Copies of the plat maps are included in Appendix 2. 
 
5.3.6 Local Street Directories 

Listings identified associated with the Site in the Polk City of Rochester street directories are detailed in 
the table below.  
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690 St. Paul Street 
 

Year Historic Use 
Post 2007 Not available 

2007 Multiple tenants with industrial and commercial use 
2002 Multiple tenants with industrial use 

1997, 1992 Geva Theater storage warehouse 
1986 Lithograph and automotive repair 

1981/1982 Manufacturing 
Prior to 1981 690 St. Paul not listed 

 
634-728 St. Paul Street 
 

Year Historic Use 
Post 1986 Addresses not listed 

1986 Storage warehouse 
1976 Bausch and Lomb Optical Company (B&L) 

1971, 1965, 1960, 1955, 1948, 
1942, 1936/1937, 1930/1931, 
1925/1926, 1919, 1917 and 

1914 

B&L 

Prior to 1914 Not Listed 
 
2-20 Lowell Street 
 

Year Historic Use 
Post 1976 Addresses not listed 

1976, 1971, 1965, 1960, 1955, 
1948, 1942, 1936/1937, 

1930/1931, and 1925/1926 

B&L 

Prior to 1925/1926 Not listed 
 
Street directories prior to 1897/1898 were not available for review at the Rochester Public Library. This is 
significant due to the fact that the first developed use of the Site was not determined by other standard 
historical sources. 
 
The lack of review of street directories available for review has resulted in a data failure.   
 
Refer to Section 8.2.1 for additional information. 
 
5.3.7 Building Department Records 

Building department permits are on file with the Building Information System at the City of Rochester for 
the Site.  
 
Permits were issued between 2002 and 1906 related to construction, demolition, AST’s/UST’s and 
improvements to structures and buildings on the Site. Significant permits are outlined in the table below.   
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Year Structure and Date 
2002 Remove 200-gallon fuel oil UST 
2000 Nine (9) catch basins installed 
1998 Remove 1,000-gallon fuel oil UST, and demolish foundry 
1997 Demolish one (1) building that connects 690 St. Paul to 189 Martin St. 
1996 Demolish interior of Building #16 for future warehouse 
1994 Alter 1st floor to establish use as a low level hazardous manufacturer 
1975 Remove one (1) duel and one (1) single gasoline pump 
 1947 Change use to manufacturing building 
1942 Change use to manufacturing building 
1935 Demolish two (2) dwellings 
1931 Permit for two (2) garages 
1906 Permit for two (2) dwellings 

 
A copy of the record review log is included in Appendix 6. 
 
5.3.8 Summary of Historical Information 

It appears that the Site was developed prior to 1875 and has been historically utilized for residential, 
commercial, and industrial purposes.  Occupants and/or owners of the Site appear to have included 
various individual residences, Bausch and Lomb Optical Company, Thomas Edison Technical and 
Industrial High School, Geva Theater storage and various manufacturing and industrial tenants located in 
the former Bausch and Lomb Optical Company.  The properties adjoining the Site have been utilized for 
industrial and residential purposes since at least 1875. 
 
According to the Sanborn Maps (refer to Section 5.3.1), a foundry was located on the Site and located in 
the northeastern portion of the Site since at least the 1950’s to the 1970’s. This foundry was apparently 
demolished at an unknown time and no records were reasonably ascertainable or readily available for 
review under the Scope of Work of this assessment indicating the contents of this facility and the status of 
the debris (i.e. either removed offsite or utilized as backfill). As with any site that has utilized a historic 
foundry, there is the potential for slag byproduct to have potentially impaired the soil and groundwater at 
the Site. 
 
According to local street directories (refer to Section 5.3.6), the Site was apparently utilized as a 
lithographing facility, spring manufacturing facility, automotive repair facility, and other manufacturing 
and industrial tenants since at least 2007 to at least 1981. Genesee Valley Real Estate Company should be 
aware of the long term utilization of this building as a manufacturing and industrial facility post Bausch 
and Lomb occupation. As with any site that has harbored tenants such as these, Genesee Valley Real 
Estate should be aware of the possibility that abandoned UST’s may exist on Site as well as the 
possibility for soil and groundwater impairment to be located on the Site as a result of the past practices 
of these tenants.  
 
See Conclusion (Section 8.0) 
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6.0 Site Reconnaissance 

6.1 Methodology and Limiting Conditions 

The Phase I ESA site visit and interview with Mr. Gullace was conducted by Ms. Megan Denner on 
February 5, 2008.  Representative photographs from the site visit are included in the Figures and 
Photographs section of this report.   
 
The site visit was limited to visual observations of the perimeter of the property and other highly suspect 
accessible areas only.  Visual observations were limited at the time of the site visit due to size, and snow 
cover.  Areas of the Site that were inaccessible were left to the judgment and discretion of the 
Environmental Analyst conducting the site visit. It should be noted that the refinished and habitable area 
of the Site building was observed. Floor #6 of the finished building was not observed due to the 
demolition work being conducted on the interior of the Site building. Areas to the south of the ‘party 
wall’ were not observed in total due to demolition of the interior of the Site building. A portion of Floor 
#2 was observed to the south of the ‘party wall’ and as reported by Mr. Gullace, this is a representative 
portion of the remainder of this part of the Site building. 
 
The following table discusses observations made at the time of the site visit.  The Site Reconnaissance 
Checklist is included as Appendix 4. 
 

Section and Issue Observed at the Site RECs at the Site
Section 6.2: 
Visible stains, areas of 
unusual corrosion, or 
visibly strained vegetation 
 

No No, based on lack of observation and reported past 
presence.   
 

Section 6.3: 
Wastewater (including the 
presence of floor drains, 
trench drains, sump 
pumps, and storm drains) 
 

Yes, floor drains located in 
several bathrooms. 

No, based on lack of leaks, spills, staining, or unusual 
odors in the vicinity of the floor drains, trench drains, 
sump pumps, storm drains, or dry wells and the 
apparent discharge location to the public sewer 
system. 

Section 6.4: 
Pits, ponds, or lagoons 

No No, based on lack of observation and reported past 
presence.   
 

Section 6.5: 
Wells (including potable 
water, production, 
groundwater monitoring, 
or observation wells) 

No No, based on lack of observation and reported past 
presence.   
 

Section 6.6: 
Solid waste disposal or 
fill at or in the immediate 
vicinity of the Site 

No No, based on lack of observation.     
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Section and Issue Observed at the Site RECs at the Site
Section 6.7: 
Above or Underground 
Storage Tanks 
(ASTs/USTs), vent pipes, 
fill pipes, or access ways 

No Yes, refer to Sections 6.7, 6.10 below, 5.1.15, and 
5.1.16 for further details. 

Section 6.8: 
Pools of liquid 

No No, based on lack of observation.    
 

Section 6.9A: 
Hazardous substance, 
chemical, and controlled 
substance 
usage/storage/disposal 

No No, based on lack of observation.     
 

Section 6.9B: 
Use of the Site as an 
orchard or agricultural 
land 

No No, based on lack of observation.    

Section 6.10: 
Petroleum 
usage/storage/disposal 

No No, based on lack of observation.   
 

Section 6.11: 
Unidentified substances 
usage/storage/disposal 

No No, based on lack of observation.     
 

Section 6.12: 
Objects Potentially 
Containing 
Polychlorinated biphenyls 
(PCBs) 

Yes No, refer to Section 6.12 below for further details.   
 

Section 6.13: 
Other RECs 

No NA  

 
6.7 Above or Underground Storage Tanks, Vent Pipes, Fill Pipes or Access Ways 

At the time of the site visit aboveground storage tanks (AST’s) and underground storage tanks (UST’s) 
were not observed. Mr. Gullace reported that one petroleum UST, of an unknown capacity, was removed 
from the eastern portion of the Site in approximately 2000. No tank removal records with confirmatory 
analytical data were readily available or reasonably ascertainable for review under the Scope of Work of 
this assessment. 
 
According to the NYSDEC Spill Report Form #0270335, a 500-gallon UST was removed from the Site 
and contaminated soil was encountered. The tank was believed to have contained solvents. Samples were 
taken from the area and the contaminated soil was used as backfill in the area of the tank removal (refer to 
Section 5.1.15). 
 
According to the City of Rochester BIS records, a 300-gallon and a 1,000 gallon fuel oil UST’s were 
removed from the Site in 2002 and 1998 respectively. No tank removal records with confirmatory 
analytical data were readily available for review under the Scope of Work of this assessment (refer to 
section 5.3.7).  
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According to the Sanborn Map dated 1950, four gasoline UST’s were noted on the eastern portion of the 
Site. No tank removal records with confirmatory analytical data were readily available for review under 
the Scope of Work of this assessment (refer to section 5.3.1).  
 
As such, there are apparent RECs the possibility for abandoned UST’s as well as solvent and petroleum 
impairment of the soil and/or groundwater to be present at the at the Site at this time. 
 
Thorium, in the form of dust and also stored in aboveground storage tanks of an unknown location, 
quantity and capacity, were utilized by the former occupant, Bausch and Lomb Optical Company. 
Thorium is a radioactive material added to glass to create a high refractive index while creating a low 
dispersion resulting in a high quality glass lenses for cameras and other scientific equipment. As reported 
by Mr. Gullace, the Thorium was removed from the Site in approximately 1999, as well as the ballast 
from light bulbs and asbestos. No further information was readily available under the Scope of Work of 
this assessment relating to the past utilization, ownership, location, quantity or capacity of these items at 
the Site at this time. 
 
As such there are apparent RECs relating to the lack of hazardous waste disposal records and 
confirmatory analytical data indicating the Site is no longer hazardous and the possibility for radioactive 
Thorium impairment to be present at the Site at this time. 
 
See Conclusion (Section 8.0). 
 
6.12 PCBs 

PCBs are most commonly associated with electrical equipment such as transformers and capacitors.  
Based on visual observations, the known history of the Site, and readily available information from Mr. 
Gullace, several pole mounted transformers owned by RG&E have been identified at the Site. They are 
located in areas surrounding the Site. RG&E is responsible for maintenance of these transformers. These 
transformers appeared to be in good condition. 
 
As such, there are no apparent RECs relating to these transformers at the Site at this time. 

7.0 Interviews 

7.1 Owner Representative 

The following individuals were interviewed as part of this assessment: 
 

• Mr. Chris Gullace, Owner Representative 
 
The notes from the interviews are included in Appendix 5. 
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7.2 Local Government Officials 

Records obtained from the City of Rochester indicated the current and/or past presence of underground 
storage tanks, buildings formerly located on the Site, and general Site and permitting information.  This 
information is outlined in Section 5.3.3, 5.3.7 and 6.7.  
 
Copies of the records obtained from the City of Rochester are included in Appendix 6. 
 
7.3 Tribal Records  

There do not appear to be any Native American Sovereign Territories in Monroe County. In accordance 
with ASTM Standard Practice E1527-05, Tribal records will only be reviewed if the subject Site falls on 
or within one mile of Native American Sovereign Territories. Therefore tribal government representatives 
were not contacted as part of this AAI Phase I ESA report.   
 
7.4 New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 

A FOIL request was submitted to the NYSDEC (January 22, 2008).  A letter dated February 19, 2008, 
stated that after a diligent search, no records could be located for the names and/or addresses provided. 
 
A copy of the FOIL request and response are included in Appendix 6.  
 
7.5 Monroe County Health Department 

A FOIL request was submitted to the MCHD and the MCEMC (January 22, 2008).  According to the 
Health Department records, several complaints were recorded indicating that fumes consisting of 
chemical and sewer were observed in the Site building. Sewer videotaping was instituted in several of the 
apparent storm drains and found to be clogged with debris. 
 
A copy of the FOIL request and response are included in Appendix 6.  

8.0 Findings, Opinions and Conclusions 

LaBella Associates has performed a Phase I Environmental Assessment in general conformance with the 
Scope and Limitations of ASTM Standard Practice E1527-05 for 690 St. Paul Street, City of Rochester, 
Monroe County, New York 14605. 
 
8.1 Findings 

Based on the Scope of Work, the information detailed herein, the known history of the Site and the 
current conditions relative to the Site, this assessment has revealed evidence of RECs in connection with 
the Site including, but not limited to the following Sections:   
 

SECTIONS #- 5.1.6 – RCRA SQG Generator 
 

Based on the Scope of Work, the information detailed herein, the known history of the Site and the 
current conditions relative to the Site, this assessment has revealed evidence of RECs in connection with 
the Site including, but not limited to the following Sections:   
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SECTIONS #- 5.1.6 – RCRA SQG Generator 
 

As detailed in Section 5.1.6, Thorium, in the form of dust and also stored in aboveground storage tanks of 
an unknown location, quantity and capacity, were utilized by the former occupant, Bausch and Lomb 
Optical Company. Thorium is a radioactive material added to glass to create a high refractive index while 
creating a low dispersion resulting in a high quality glass lenses for cameras and other scientific 
equipment. As reported by Mr. Gullace, the Thorium was removed from the Site in approximately 1999, 
as well as the ballast from light bulbs and asbestos. No further information was readily available under the 
Scope of Work of this assessment relating to the past utilization, ownership, location, quantity or capacity 
of these items at the Site at this time. 
 
As such there are apparent RECs regarding this RCRA Generator listing at the Site at this time relating to 
the lack of hazardous waste disposal records and confirmatory analytical data indicating the Site is no 
longer hazardous and the possibility for radioactive Thorium impairment to be present at the Site at this 
time. 
 

Sections # - 5.1.15, 5.3.8, 6.7 and 6.10 – Historical Utilization of the Site Regarding Storage          
Tanks 

 
As detailed in Sections 5.1.15, 5.3.8, 6.7, and 6.10, as reported by the NYSDEC a 500-gallon UST was 
removed from an unknown location on the Site and contaminated soil was encountered. The UST was 
believed to have contained solvents. Samples were taken from the area and the contaminated soil was 
used as backfill in the area of the tank removal. This Spill, as reported by the NYSDEC is still Active. No 
records were readily available under the Scope of Work of this assessment regarding the installation 
dates, ownership and contents of this UST. 
 
According to the City of Rochester BIS records, a 300-gallon and a 1,000 gallon fuel oil UST’s were 
removed from an unknown location on the Site in 2002 and 1998 respectively. No tank removal records 
with confirmatory analytical data were readily available or reasonably ascertainable for review under the 
Scope of Work of this assessment.  
 
According to the Sanborn Map dated 1950, four gasoline UST’s were noted on the eastern portion of the 
Site. No tank removal records with confirmatory analytical data were readily available for review under 
the Scope of Work of this assessment. Genesee Valley Real Estate Company should be aware of the 
possibility that abandoned UST’s may exist on Site. 
 
As such, there are apparent RECs the possibility for abandoned UST’s as well as solvent and petroleum 
impairment of the soil and/or groundwater to be present at the at the Site at this time. 
 
Genesee Valley Real Estate Company should take the following issues into consideration: 
 



Mr. Chris Gullace 
Genesee Valley Real Estate Company 
February 21, 2008 
Page 30 
 
 

 Privileged and Confidential  

According to the Sanborn Maps (refer to Section 5.3.1), a foundry was located on the Site and located in 
the northeastern portion of the Site since at least the 1950’s to the 1970’s. This foundry was apparently 
demolished at an unknown time and no records were reasonably ascertainable or readily available for 
review under the Scope of Work of this assessment indicating the contents of this facility and the status of 
the debris (i.e. either removed offsite or utilized as backfill). As with any site that has utilized a historic 
foundry, there is the potential for slag byproduct to have potentially impaired the soil and groundwater at 
the Site. 
 
According to local street directories (refer to Section 5.3.6), the Site was apparently utilized as a 
lithographing facility, spring manufacturing facility, automotive repair facility, and other manufacturing 
and industrial tenants from approximately 1981 to 2007. No reported NYSDEC Spills were associated 
with these facilities. Genesee Valley Real Estate Company should be aware of the long term utilization of 
this building as a manufacturing and industrial facility post Bausch and Lomb occupation. As with any 
site that has harbored tenants such as these, Genesee Valley Real Estate should be aware of the possibility 
that abandoned UST’s may exist on Site as well as the possibility for soil and groundwater impairment to 
be located on the Site as a result of the past practices of these tenants.  

 
8.2 Data Failures and Data Gaps 

8.2.1 Data Failure 

ASTM 1527-05 defines a data failure as a failure to achieve the historical research objectives of AAI even 
after reviewing the standard historical sources that are reasonably ascertainable and likely to be useful.  
Specifically, the historical research objectives include identifying all obvious uses of the property from 
the present, back to the property’s first developed use, or back to 1940, whichever is earlier.  
 
A data failure was encountered within the scope of this investigation as the use of the subject property 
prior to 1875 has not been identified.  All reasonably ascertainable sources were reviewed and indicate 
the subject property was occupied since at least 1875. The Site was not apparently developed for a use 
other than privately owned individual residential homes until at least approximately 1900. Post 1900 to at 
least the late 1970’s the Site was occupied by Bausch and Lomb Optical Company. The lack of 
identification of the subject property’s first obvious developed use does not represent a significant data 
failure based on the available historical information.  
 
8.2.2 Data Gap 

ASTM 1527-05 defines a data gap as a lack of or an inability to obtain information required by this 
practice despite good faith efforts by the environmental professional to gather such information.  Data 
gaps may result from incompleteness in any of the activities required by this practice, including, but not 
limited to site reconnaissance, interviews, data failure, or lack of a User Questionnaire.   
 
Six data gaps were identified within the scope of this investigation.  They are the following: 
 

• Historical data failure discussed above.  This data gap is not significant.   
 

• The limited visual inspection of the subject property grounds performed by LaBella as discussed 
in Section 2.5.  However, this data gap also is not significant based on information obtained from 
interviews (see Section 6.0).  
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• The lack of a completed User Questionnaire. This data gap is not significant based on 
information obtained from other sources. 

 
8.3 Opinion of Findings 

Based on the findings of this assessment, further investigation appears to be warranted at this time. 
 
No determination can be made under the Scope of Work of this assessment regarding this potential 
impairment.  Should the Owner wish to make a determination regarding the potential impairment of soil 
and/or groundwater at the Site, further investigation would be recommended.  Typical methods of 
investigation include soil boring and sampling, test pitting, or the installation and sampling of 
groundwater monitoring wells. 

9.0 Deviations 

No deviations were made to the report, other than the Limitations and Exceptions as stated in Section 2.5. 

10.0 Additional Services 

No additional services were provided or agreed upon as part of this assessment.   

11.0 References 

We declare that, to our knowledge and belief, we meet the definition of Environmental Professional as 
defined in ASTM Standard Practice E1527-05.  We have the specific qualifications based on education, 
training, and experience to assess a property of the nature, history, and setting at the subject property.   
 
We have developed and performed the Scope of Work for this assessment in conformance with the 
standards, practices, and limitations set forth in ASTM Standard Practice E1527-05.   
 
A copy of all information collected during this assessment including photographs, maps, notes, and other 
material will be kept on file at the offices of LaBella.  This information is available at your request. 
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12.0 Signatures of Environmental Professionals 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
LABELLA  ASSOCIATES,  P.C. 
 
 
 
 
_____________________ ________________________  
By Gregory R. Senecal, CHMM Megan A. Denner  
Environmental Division Director Environmental Analyst   
 
GRS/MAD/lk 
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13.0 Qualifications of Environmental Professionals 

Gregory R. Senecal, CHMM 

Mr. Senecal is the Environmental Division Director.  His responsibilities include personnel coordination, 
scoping, scheduling, organization, and review of Phase I Environmental Site Assessments, Phase II 
Environmental Site Assessments, and remedial efforts undertaken by the firm.  With sixteen years of 
experience conducting and supervising environmental investigations, Mr. Senecal has gained in-depth 
insight with regard to the issues faced by today’s property owner. 
 
Mr. Senecal is certified in Hazardous Materials Management and has extensive experience in the field of 
Environmental Management relating to Phase I and Phase II Environmental Site Assessments, 
remediation, and environmental compliance evaluations.  Mr. Senecal has conducted or supervised over 
1,000 Phase I Environmental Site Assessments and over 400 Phase II Environmental Site Assessments 
during his time with LaBella. 
 
Dennis E. Porter, CHMM 

Mr. Porter is a Client Manager in the Environmental Division.  His responsibilities include personnel 
coordination, scheduling, organization, and review of Phase I Environmental Site Assessments, Phase II 
Environmental Site Assessments, and remedial efforts undertaken by the firm.  With fifteen years of 
experience conducting and supervising environmental investigations, Mr. Porter has gained in-depth 
insight with regard to the issues faced by today’s property owner. 
 
Mr. Porter is certified in Hazardous Materials Management and has extensive experience in the field of 
Environmental Management relating to Phase I and Phase II Environmental Site Assessments, 
remediation, and environmental compliance evaluations.  Mr. Porter is also a Certified USEPA AHERA 
Building Inspector. 
 
Mrs. Julie Caswell 

Mrs. Caswell is the Phase I ESA Program Manager, who conducts Phase I and Phase II Environmental 
Site Assessments.  Her Phase I duties include conducting historical research and database research about 
the site and the area.  Her Phase II work includes placement of test pits, soil borings and monitoring wells, 
soil sampling, underground storage tank removal, groundwater monitoring, well sampling, etc. 
 
Current work includes numerous environmental site assessments and audits in New York and 
Pennsylvania.  This includes assessment of environmental liability associated with properties such as 
warehouses, gas stations/repair facilities, manufacturing facilities, farms, and other commercial 
properties.  While conducting these investigations, Mrs. Caswell has obtained a solid understanding of the 
many environmental issues facing property owners. 
 
Ms. Emily Kitchen 

Ms. Kitchen is an Environmental Analyst, with over a year of experience, who conducts Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessments under the supervision of Mrs. Caswell and Mr. Senecal, CHMM.  Her 
Phase I duties include conducting historical research and database research about the site and the area.   
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Current work includes numerous environmental site assessments and audits in New York and 
Pennsylvania.  This includes assessment of environmental liability associated with properties such as 
warehouses, gas stations/repair facilities, manufacturing facilities, farms, and other commercial 
properties.  While conducting these investigations, Ms. Kitchen has obtained a solid understanding of the 
many environmental issues facing property owners. 
 
Mrs. Emily Gillen 

Mrs. Gillen is an Environmental Analyst, with over a year of experience, who conducts Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessments under the supervision of Mrs. Caswell and Mr. Senecal, CHMM.  Her 
Phase I duties include conducting historical research and database research about the site and the area.   
 
Current work includes numerous environmental site assessments and audits in New York and 
Pennsylvania.  This includes assessment of environmental liability associated with properties such as 
warehouses, gas stations/repair facilities, manufacturing facilities, farms, and other commercial 
properties.  While conducting these investigations, Mrs. Gillen has obtained a solid understanding of the 
many environmental issues facing property owners. 
 
Ms. Megan Denner 

Ms. Denner is an Environmental Analyst, who conducts Phase I Environmental Site Assessments under 
the supervision of Mrs. Caswell and Mr. Gregory Senecal, CHMM.  Her Phase I duties include 
conducting historical research and database research about the site and the area.   
 
Current work includes numerous environmental site assessments and audits in New York.  This includes 
assessment of environmental liability associated with properties such as warehouses, gas stations/repair 
facilities, manufacturing facilities, farms, and other commercial properties.  While conducting these 
investigations, Ms. Denner has obtained a solid understanding of the many environmental issues facing 
property owners. 
 
Michael F. Pelychaty 

Mr. Pelychaty is a staff Environmental Geologist.  He has over seven years of experience in the field of 
Environmental Management relating to Phase I and Phase II Environmental Site Assessments. 
 
Current work includes numerous environmental site assessments and audits in New York and 
Pennsylvania.  The site assessments include assessment of environmental liability associated with 
properties such as warehouses, gas stations, auto repair facilities, manufacturing facilities, farms, and 
commercial properties.  While conducting these investigations, Mr. Pelychaty has obtained an 
understanding of the many environmental issues facing property owners. 
 
Craig Stiles 

Mr. Stiles is a staff Environmental Geologist.  He has over sixteen years of experience in the field of 
Environmental Management relating to Phase I and Phase II Environmental Site Assessments. 
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Current work includes numerous environmental site assessments and audits in New York and 
Pennsylvania.  The site assessments include assessment of environmental liability associated with 
properties such as warehouses, gas stations, auto repair facilities, manufacturing facilities, farms, and 
commercial properties.  While conducting these investigations, Mr. Stiles has obtained an understanding 
of the many environmental issues facing property owners. 
 
Daniel P. Noll, P.E. 

Mr. Noll has over eight years of experience in investigation and remediation of contaminated sites.  Mr. 
Noll has conducted numerous Phase II Environmental Site Assessments including: groundwater 
monitoring programs, soil vapor investigations, test pit investigations, and geo-probe investigations.  He 
has also conducted numerous underground storage tank removals, and remediation of soil and 
groundwater contamination at various sites. 
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FIGURE 2 
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690 St. Paul Street   

   

 
View of Martin Street and the Site looking west. 

 
View of Martin Street and the Site looking west. 

 
View of the public access-way located on the northern portion 

of the Site looking west. 

 
View of the grassy area of the Site and martin Street beyond 

looking east. 

 
Typical view of the interior of the refinished portion of the Site 

and to the north of the party wall. 

 
Typical view of the interior of the refinished portion of the Site 

and to the north of the party wall 
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Typical view of the interior of the unfinished portions of the Site 

and to the north of the party wall. 

 
Typical view of the interior of the unfinished portions of the Site 

and to the north of the party wall. 

 
Typical view of the interior of the refinished portion of the Site 

and to the south of the party wall. 

 
View of Martin Street, the Site and the opposite and adjacent 

properties looking north. 

 
View of Lowell Street, St. Paul Street, Upper Falls Boulevard 

and the adjacent properties looking south. 

 
View of St. Paul Street and the opposite and adjacent properties 

looking northwest. 
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