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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
This Construction Completion Report (CCR) documents redevelopment work 

completed under the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
(NYSDEC)-approved July 2018 Solar Facility Development Plan (Ref. 1) for the 251 
Homer Street Redevelopment Site in Olean, New York (see Figures 1 and 2) (herein after 
referred to as the “Site”). 

The Site totals approximately 16.68 acres and was previously remediated by Benson 
Construction and Development, LLC (Benson) under the NYSDEC Brownfield Cleanup 
Program (BCP, Site No. C905037). A Certificate of Completion (COC) was issued by the 
NYSDEC to Olean Gateway on December 2, 2016 after the review and approval of the 
Final Engineering Report (FER; Ref. 2) and the implementation of a Site Management Plan 
(SMP; Ref. 3). 

1.1 Background 

 Site History 
The 251 Homer Street Redevelopment Site was formerly part of the Socony-

Vacuum Oil Company Refinery. The property and surrounding area operated as an oil 
refinery under several different entities between the 1880s and 1950s. Vacuum Oil merged 
with the Standard Oil Company, Inc. and in 1934 changed its name to Socony-Vacuum Oil 
Company (Socony); Socony operated until approximately 1954. These companies were 
predecessors of ExxonMobil Oil Corporation. The Socony refinery was divided into three 
sections and the #3 Works was the area where most of the refining took place. The 115-
acre refinery was purchased by Mr. CJ Simpson in 1954 and ultimately became the Swan 
Finch Oil Company Olean Industries, which used the refinery tanks for storage of grain. In 
1958, Swan Finch declared bankruptcy and in 1964 sold the facility to Felmont Oil, who 
subsequently removed the old refinery tanks and buildings. Felmont Oil sold the property 
to the County of Cattaraugus IDA in 1981, who in turn sold it to Benson Construction and 
Development, LLC (Benson) in 2005. 

Benson entered into a Brownfield Cleanup Agreement (BCA) (BCP Site No. 
C905037) with the NYSDEC on April 20, 2010 to investigate and remediate the 
approximate 16.68-acre property comprised of one tax parcel identified as 251 Homer 
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Street (SBL#94.032-1-2.11) located in the City of Olean, Cattaraugus County, New York 

and referred to as the 251 Homer Street Redevelopment Site (see Figure 1). On July 3, 2014, 

Homer Street Properties, LLC submitted a BCP application amendment to be added as an 

additional Applicant (Volunteer) to the existing BCA. On August 30, 2016, Olean Solar 

Land LLC (as future property owner) and Homeridae LLC (as future lessee) submitted a 

BCP application amendment to be added as additional applicants (volunteers) to the 

existing BCA. A 60-day Advance Notification of Change in Ownership was submitted 

September 1, 2016 to notify the NYSDEC that Olean Solar Land LLC will be the new 

property owner. Homer Street Properties, LLC/Benson Construction and Development, 

LLC sold the property to Olean Solar Land LLC on June 28, 2018. A post-transfer of 

property notice was submitted to NYSDEC on July 12, 2018. Since both parties were 

named as Volunteers on the BCA prior to the sale, no COC transfer was necessary. 

The Site was subdivided per approval by the City of Olean Common Council on 

December 22, 2015. The subdivision lot lines were amended as approved by the Common 

Council on November 22, 2016. The Site parcel was divided on the tax maps after the sale 

took place in June 2018. The original parcel had tax map ID (94.032-1-2.11) was split into 

two parcels (94.032-1-2.11 and 94.032-1-2.12); however, the overall Site boundaries did not 

change. Figure 2 shows the two parcels addressed as 231 and 251 Homer Street.  

 Redevelopment Work Plan  

The proposed redevelopment activities were presented in the NYSDEC-approved 

July 2018 Solar Facility Development Plan (Ref. 1) prepared by Benchmark Environmental 

Engineering & Science, PLLC in association with TurnKey Environmental Restoration, 

LLC (Benchmark-TurnKey). In general, the planned scope of remedial activities outlined 

included: 

 Installing 11,808 solar modules and associated rack systems with minimal 
excavation through the cover system 

 Pouring two slab-on-grade transformer/inverter pads 

 Connecting to the off-site National Grid system by below grade conduit at the 
transformer pad 

 Extending the 30-inch storm drain discharging to Two Mile Creek 

 Surveying cover system following construction 
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 Repairing the cover system 

1.2 Purpose and Scope 
This CCR has been prepared by Benchmark-TurnKey using guidance from Section 

5.8 of DER-10 (Ref. 4) and includes: 

 A description of the construction activities performed.  

 A description of any problems encountered, deviations from the Development 
Plan, and associated corrective measures taken; and other pertinent information 
necessary to document that the Site activities were carried out in accordance with 
the July 2018 Solar Facility Development Plan. 

 A Site map showing the redeveloped area. 

 Copies of daily field activity notes and, if applicable, problem identification and 
corrective measure reports. 

 Copies of import material receipts 

 A certification by a licensed NYS Professional Engineer in accordance with 
Section 1.5 of DER-10. 
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2.0 DESCRIPTION OF CONSTRUCTION ACTIONS PERFORMED 

2.1 Remedial Objectives 
Redevelopment construction activities completed at the Site were conducted in 

accordance with the NYSDEC-approved Development Plan and SMP. Below is a summary 
of the work performed. Appendix A is a photographic log documenting the work. 

2.2 Governing Documents 
The governing document for redevelopment activities is:  

 Homeridae Solar Facility Development Plan, 231-251 Homer Street Site, Olean 
NY, BCP Site No. C915137, prepared by Benchmark-TurnKey, July 18, 2018. 

2.3 General Site and Nuisance Controls 
Requirements for controls were contained in the July 2018 Storm Water Pollution 

Prevention Plan (SWPPP, Ref. 5) that was developed for the redevelopment work. A Notice 
of Intent (NOI) was submitted for the redevelopment activities on July 3, 2018 by Homeridae, 
LLC. The NOI was deemed accurate and complete, and the SWPPP was identified to be in 
substantive conformance with the requirements in the SPDES General Permit for Stormwater 
discharges (GP-0-15-002) in a letter from NYSDEC to Homeridae, LLC dated July 5, 2018.  
The Permit identification number for the Site is NYR11D898.  

The following controls were implemented during construction in accordance with the 
SWPPP to prevent storm water runoff and erosion during and after Site redevelopment 
activities: 

 Use of concrete wash out area 

 Installation of perimeter silt fences 

 Dust control by watering dry soils 

Benchmark-TurnKey’s NYSDEC-qualified inspector conducted Site inspections in 
accordance with SWPPP requirements during redevelopment activities and final cover system 
restoration. SWPPP inspection logs are maintained in a binder at the Site. 

In July 2020, Benchmark-TurnKey inspected the Site and confirmed that all areas of 
disturbance achieved final stabilization and all sediment control measures were removed. On 
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March 5, 2021, Benchmark-TurnKey submitted the Notice of Termination (NOT) and ceased 
SWPPP inspections.  

2.4 Community Air Monitoring Results 
Real-time community air monitoring was not performed during redevelopment 

activities since soil/fill materials were not disturbed. The solar panels were erected on a rack 
system that sits on the finished cover and the ballast at the feet of the racks were supported 
by above grade concrete supports. The electrical conduits were installed within the soil cover 
materials.  

2.5 Redevelopment Construction Elements 
 Contractors and Consultants 

Homeridae, LLC contracted Benchmark-TurnKey to assist with implementation of the 
SMP during redevelopment of the Site from August 2018 to May 2020. Homeridae, LLC 
directly contracted the following subcontractors for Site preparation and redevelopment 
construction activities: 

 Primary Civil/Site Contractor: Benson Construction and Development, LLC 

 Primary Electrical Contractor: CIR Electrical 

 Site/Electrical Subcontractor: Schuler-Haas Electric Corp. 

 Description of Construction Activity 
The Homeridae solar photovoltaic power generation system includes approximately 

11,808 solar modules and associated infrastructure for in-feed to the nearby electrical service 
on Franklin Street, City of Olean, New York (see Figures 1 and 2). The project involved 
redevelopment of approximately 15.29 acres of the total 16.68 acres of previously vacant 
industrial property that was remediated under the BCP. The City of Olean issued a building 
permit for installation of the 4.093 MW ground mounted solar photovoltaic (PV) system on 
June 25, 2018. 

 Completed Construction 
A chain-link fence was installed with driven posts around the perimeter. The 30-inch 

storm drain discharging to Two Mile Creek was extended to beyond the fence and backfilled 
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with crushed bank run gravel from Giardini Brothers Gargoyle Road Plant to accommodate 
the on-site access road along the new fencing adjacent to the Creek (performed by Benson 
Construction). At the confluence of the 30-inch storm drains along the northeast property 
boundary, a pre-cast reinforced concrete chamber with steel grate was set in the depression, 
the pipes were extended into the new chamber, and the exterior of the chamber was backfilled 
with crushed bank run gravel. A total of 2,555 ton of gravel was imported from Giardini 
Construction’s Gargoyle Road Plant. The import material had less than 10% of the crushed 
gravel pass the No. 80 sieve so no chemical testing of the material was required per DER-10. 
The gravel was spread with a dozer to a nominal thickness of 12 inches.  

The solar panels were erected on a rack system that sits on top of the finished cover 
system. The ballasts at the feet of the racks were secured with poured in-place concrete. Two 
small slab-on-grade transformer/inverter pads were poured. The electrical conduit was placed 
within the cover materials and did not breech the demarcation layer. The conduit from the 
electrical pad along the northeast property boundary was installed at grade since the cover soil 
thickness did not allow a 2-foot deep installation. The conduit was encased in concrete and 
covered with soil. At the access road, this conduit drops to approximately 2 feet below grade 
and runs along the access road off-site through the tunnel under I-86 to Franklin Street where 
it connects to the National Grid system. Figure 3 illustrates these constructed features. The 
solar facility became operational the week of May 13, 2019. 

 Cover System Repair 
Figure 7 in the FER presents the elevations surveyed before and after cover system 

placement along with cover thickness. In accordance with the July 2018 Development Plan, a 
soil cover survey was completed in October 2018 to compare elevations measured after cover 
placement and following construction to determine where final cover system restoration was 
required. As shown on Figure 3, the area between the billboard and the equipment pad 
required additional cover soil. The cover system repairs were initiated in August 2019 with a 
request to import soil from Peck’s Construction Yard in Allegany, NY that was approved by 
NYSDEC on August 20, 2019. Benson placed 968 cubic yards of soil in September 2019. A 
total of 18.05 ton of cover material imported from Giardini Bros. Construction was placed in 
the vehicle ruts between the solar panels. Appendix B includes the formal import request, 
summary of data, analytical data package, and import receipts. 
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On April 17, 2020, Benchmark-TurnKey measured the cover soil thickness to verify a 
minimum of 12 inches; however, several areas still did not meet the 12-inch requirement. 
Therefore, Benson placed an additional 134.55 ton of cover material obtained from Giardini 
Bros. Construction on April 30 and May 1, 2020. On May 4, 2020, Benchmark-TurnKey 
confirmed a 12-inch thickness in all areas as shown on Figure 4. The area was seeded by 
Benchmark-TurnKey in July 2020 and final stabilization was confirmed in November 2020. 

 
2.6 Contamination Remaining at the Site 

Since residual contaminated soil/fill and groundwater remains on-site beneath the 
cover system, EC/ICs outlined in the Environmental Easement are required to protect public 
health and the environment. Long-term management of these EC/ICs and residual 
contamination will be performed under the NYSDEC-approved SMP. 

2.7 Issues Encountered and Corrective Actions 
The only issue and corrective action undertaken during implementation of the above-

described redevelopment activities was the placement of additional cover soil in the area 
between the billboard and equipment pad. 

2.8 Deviations  
There were no deviations from the Development Plan or SMP during this project. 
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APPENDIX A 

 
 

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 
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SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 
 
Photo 1:          Photo 2: 

 

 

 

Photo 3:   Photo 4: 

 

 

 
 
SOLAR FACILITY CONSTRUCTION  
    
Photo 1: Access road and preparation for solar panel structures (9/13/2018)  
 
Photo 2: Trench for electrical conduits (9/13/2018)  
 
Photo 3: Layout of solar panel supports (10/12/2018)  
 
Photo 4: Concrete interconnection equipment pad (10/12/2018)  
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SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 
 
Photo 5:          Photo 6: 

 

 

 
Photo 7:   Photo 8: 

 

 

 
 
SOLAR FACILITY CONSTRUCTION  
   
Photo 5: Layout of solar panel rows (10/12/2018) 
 
Photo 6: Placement of solar panels on racking (10/24/2018) 
 
Photo 7: Solar panel support forms (10/16/2018)  
 
Photo 8: Poured concrete for solar panel supports (10/31/2018)  
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SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 
Photo 9:          Photo 10: 

 

 

 

Photo 11:   Photo 12: 

 

 

 
 
SOLAR FACILITY CONSTRUCTION  
  
Photo 9: Under road drainage pipe and absorbent socks along perimeter fencing (9/10/2018) 
 
Photo 10: Access road and installed solar panels (12/6/2018) 
 
Photo 11: Interconnection box and electrical conduit encased in concrete (12/6/2018) 
 
Photo 12: Installed solar panels (12/6/2018) 
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SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 
 
Photo 13:         Photo 14: 

 

 

 

Photo 15:   Photo 16: 

 

 

 
 
COVER SYSTEM REPAIRS (MAY 4, 2020) 
    
Photo 13:  Placing additional soil cover (looking southwest) 
 
Photo 14:  Placing additional soil cover (looking west) 
 
Photo 15:  Soil cover restored to 12-inch minimum (looking southwest) 
 
Photo 16:  Soil cover restored to 12-inch minimum (looking west)
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SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 
 
Photo 17:         Photo 18: 

 

 

 
Photo 19:   Photo 20: 

 

 

 
 
COVER SYSTEM REPAIRS (APRIL 13, 2021) 
    
Photo 17: View of repaired cover system area (looking north) 
 
Photo 18: View of repaired cover system area (looking west) 
 
Photo 19: View of repaired cover system area (looking north) 
 
Photo 20: View of repaired cover system area (looking east)
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SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 
 
Photo 21: 

 
Photo 22:  

 
 
AERIAL VIEW OF REDEVELOPED SITE (LOOKING SOUTHWEST) 
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APPENDIX B 

 
 

IMPORT DOCUMENTATION  
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Allegany, NY 14706

sales@gbcbrolhers.com

Phone/Fax: 716-373-7050

DATE

7 t9/2020
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BILL TO

Benchmark Environmental
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Buffalo- New York 14218
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BR

Delivery
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Job # B0362-018-001
Trucking- Base Delivery 7/8/20
Job # 80362-018-001
NYS Sales Tax
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PEOJECT
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18.05

I
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125.007

20.1I
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a

$271.46
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Giardini Bros. Construction
PO Box 55
Allegany, New York

Phone 573-7O5O
email: sales@gbcbrothers.com
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n 11C
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Sol a-f

Driver

Ton
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Ton

0 2

WE WILLASSUME NO RESPONSIBTLIT}' WHEN DELIvERY IS MADtr INSIDE OF CURB
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IC (lrrto\A/
I

1,9- ooI
N.Y. State Sales Tax
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