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Mr. David Szymanski 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
Region 9 
270 Michigan Avenue 
Buffalo, New York  14203-2999 
 
Dear Mr. Szymanski: 
 
Re: Periodic Review Report 

Buffalo Lakeside Commerce Park (CertainTeed Site) 
 Brownfield Cleanup Program Site #C915185 
 Buffalo, New York  
 
Conestoga-Rovers & Associates (CRA) is submitting this Periodic Review Report (PRR) on behalf of Ship 
Certain, L.L.C. (Ship Certain) at the CertainTeed Buffalo Lakeside Commerce Park site (Site) for the reporting 
period 11/4/11 through 11/4/14.  The previous PRR, submitted by ARCADIS, requested a modification of the 
submittal frequency from annual to triennial.  The request was approved by the New York State Department 
of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) in a letter dated December 28, 2011.  The approval letter requested 
that Ship Certain continue to conduct annual inspections to ensure that the requirements of the Site 
Management Plan (SMP) are being met. 
 
The CertainTeed Site is situated within Subparcel 1 (the Former Rail Yard) of The Hanna Furnace Site.  The 
Hanna Furnace Site surrounds the eastern portion of the Union Ship Canal, and encompasses approximately 
113 acres, including Subparcel 1.  The Hanna Furnace Site is bordered to the west by New York State Route 5, 
to the south by the Lackawanna Commerce Park, to the east by railroad tracks, and to the north by wetland 
areas and the Shenango Steel property.  Subparcel 1 occupies approximately 43 acres in the southern portion 
of the Hanna Furnace Site.  CertainTeed occupies 25 acres of Subparcel 1.  A voluntary cleanup of the 
Subparcel 1 allowed for the redevelopment for commercial and industrial purposes.  
 
A cover system consisting of clean soil for outdoor, vegetated areas, asphalt for roads and parking lots, and 
concrete for sidewalks, buildings, and heavy use areas was installed to prevent direct contact with 
contaminants at the Site.  The Site contaminants are metals and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons in soil and 
high pH in groundwater.  The cover system eliminates the potential for direct contact with soil and is 
therefore protective of human health and the environment.  Groundwater use is prohibited at the Site and 
therefore no direct contact with elevated pH groundwater is anticipated except during invasive construction 
activities. 
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A Site inspection was conducted on April 17, 2015 in accordance with the Operation, Monitoring, and 
Maintenance Work Plan – Hanna Furnace Site, The Former Railroad Yard Area (Subparcel 1) dated February 
2002.  A Site map is provided as Figure 1.  The completed inspection form is provided as Attachment 1.  
Photographs are provided as Attachment 2.  The photograph locations are shown on Figure 1. 
 
The following issues were identified during the Site inspection: 
 

1. Annual Inspections were not completed/documented: CertainTeed did not document formal annual 
inspections as requested by the NYSDEC.  The lack of formal annual inspections using the 
Environmental Inspection Form was an oversight on CertainTeed’s part.  Although formal annual 
inspections were not documented, CertainTeed has a regular maintenance program for the Site that 
includes inspecting and maintaining paved areas and landscaping.  During regular maintenance 
activities in 2014, two areas of pavement settling were milled and repaved, deteriorated areas around 
two catch basins were replaced with concrete aprons, and a grass area on the east side of the Site at 
the base of the silos was newly paved.  These activities are documented in Attachment 2, 
photographs 1 through 5. 

 
Corrective Action:  CertainTeed will conduct formal annual inspections.  The inspections will be added 
to CertianTeed’s Environmental Compliance Calendar.  If the inspections identify the need for 
corrective action and/or maintenance, an inspection report will be submitted to NYSDEC documenting 
the issues and corrective actions. 

 
2. Unintended Traffic Rutting:  Two areas of unintentional traffic rutting were observed.  The first was on 

the north side of the main entrance apron (see Photograph #6),  and appears to be a result of trucks 
turning left into the entrance from Ship Canal Parkway.  The second area of rutting was in the grass at 
the southern end of the building (see Photograph #7).  This rutting is believed to be a result of snow 
removal activities during the unprecedented snow storm in November 2014. 

 
Corrective Action:  To address the rutting at the main entrance apron, CertainTeed will place topsoil 
and seed the area.  A boulder or other large object will be placed on top of the repaired area to 
prevent trucks from driving over it.  The ruts in the grass area at the south end of the building will be 
re-graded, covered with top soil and seeded.   
 

3. Distressed Vegetation:  Areas of apparent distressed vegetation were observed along the southeast 
side of the Storage Yard between the paved area and the fence (see Photographs #9 and #10).  Other 
areas of distressed vegetation were also observed along the sides of roads (see Photographs #11 
through #13).  All of the areas were locations where snow builds up during plowing.  These areas had 
been snow covered until 4 weeks prior to the Site inspection, and had not had time to regenerate.   
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Corrective Action:  Each of the areas identified as having distressed vegetation will be re-inspected by 
CertainTeed’s Environmental Manager during a follow-up inspection to be conducted no later than 
June 5, 2015.  Any areas that have not regenerated will be covered with top soil and seeded within 
two weeks of the follow-up inspection. 
 

4. Cracks in Pavement:  Areas of cracked or settled pavement were observed at locations on the 
north side of the road along the east side of the Site (see Photograph #13), at the main entrance 
(see Photograph #14), and in the Storage Yard (see Photographs #15 and #16). 

 
Corrective Action:  CertainTeed has a paving program scheduled for summer 2015 as part of its 
regular maintenance program.  The areas of cracked pavement identified during the Site inspection 
will be repaired/repaved as part of the 2015 paving program. 

 
Certification forms are included as Attachment 3.   
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me at (716) 856-2142 if you have any questions.   
 
Yours truly, 
 
CONESTOGA-ROVERS & ASSOCIATES 

 
Robert G. Adams, P.E. 
Project Manager 
 
RGA/CMB/ck/631146-Szymanski-001 
 
G. Hicker, Ship Certain, LLC 
J. Marciniak, CertainTeed 
C. Barton, CRA 
J. Wilfrom, CRA 
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Photograph 1 – Area on east side of Storage Yard milled and repaved 2014 
 

 
 
Photograph 2 – New catch basin apron installed 2014 
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Photograph 3 – at south end of building looking west at new catch basin apron installed 
2014 
 

 
 
Photograph 4 – Area in central Storage Yard milled and repaved in 2014  



  
 

631146  CONESTOGA-ROVERS & ASSOCIATES 
 

 

 
 
Photograph 5 – Area newly paved in 2014 
 

 
 
Photograph 6 – Traffic rutting on north side of main entrance apron 
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Photograph 7 – Ruts in grass at south end of building 
 

 
 
Photograph 8 – Ruts in grass at south end of building 
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Photograph 9 –Distressed vegetation in Storage Yard 
 

 
 
Photograph 10 – Distressed vegetation in Storage Yard 
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Photograph 11 – Distressed vegetation at end of grass island in parking lot 
 

 
 
Photograph 12 – Distressed vegetation along edge of main entrance road heading to 
loading docks 
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Photograph 13 – Distressed Vegetation on the south side of road and cracked asphalt 
pavement on the north side of road. 
 

 
 
Photograph 14 – Cracked pavement at main entrance 
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Photograph 15 – Area of cracked pavement in Storage Yard 
 

 
 
Photograph 16 – Settled/cracked area scheduled for repaving in 2015 
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