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Sharon Cantillon)Buffale Naws

Melanie Clark, of East Amherst, and son Aaron, 4, erawl through ropes at playground
in Amherst’s Billy Wilson Park on Tuesday, when snowfall was reported as 2.5 inches.

Buffalo 4th in snowfall for season

SNOW + from C1

vear. So far, this winter has
been about 7 inches snowier
than normal. The most snow
at the Buffalo airport so far
carme Jan, 17, when 6.3 inches
fell. There was a S-inch snow-
full Dec, 15,

“A lot of our snowtalls have
been smaller events” Kelly
cnid.

The slow and steady peat-
tern to this season’s snowfall
hus Buffalo listed fourth on
the list of snowiest large cit-
ies in the nation, aceording to
goldensnowglobecom.,

As of noon Tuesday, the

weather service had record-
ed 721 inches of snowfall at
the Buffalo airport for the
SEHS0I,

The cities ahead of Buffalo
in snowfall this winter are all
neighbors. Erie, Pa., leads with
W61 inches. Syracuse has re-
corded 946 inches, and Roch-
ester 72.9 inches.

‘Z1t1’ said to have been code word
for bribe payments allegedly made

PERCOCO « from C1

panies, or LLCs, associated
with its development business
that stretehed at the time from
Albany to Buffulo and that
Car chose five of them to give
F25,000 apiece to Coomao.

Howe said Cor was care-
ful nat to have any of the LLCs
that Fave to Cuomo contained
the name Cor in their titles. By
2003, Cor was heavily involved
in a state-funded development
deal in Syracuse. The optics
would not Jook good, Howe
testified, saying that he “didn't
wrnt the press to look at con-
tribution list (and later) and
see Cor” in the list of donors
giving $125,000 to Cuomo,

A vear later, in 2014, Howe
testified, it was Aiello who
came up with the pavment
system allegedly used to bribe
Percoco.

Howe's questicning by fied-
eral prosecutors enters a third
day today. He also will be
grilled by lawyers represent-
ingeach of the fourdefenduants
- and they have already prom-
ised to prod Howe on his cred-
ibility and character.

Howe pleaded gnilty in
2016 for his role in the Percoco
alleged bribery scheme. This
weel, Howe detailed how he
steered money from two enti-
ties — Cor and & former execu-
tive with an energy compeany.

In all, Pervovo is accused of
taking more than 300,000,

For much of 2004, Perco-
o left Coomo’s government
payroll to run his guberna-
torial re-electiom campaign.
Howe testified that Percoco
approgched him looking for
consulting deals in 2004 be-
cause Percovo was having fi-
nuncial troubles. Howe sald
Percoro believed that he could
be hooked up with several of
Howe's dlients, including Buf-
falo’s LPCiminelli. But a deal
with the Buffalo general con-
tracting firm did not material-
ize, Howe said.

Three former LPCiminelli
executivesare due to goon trial
in June - alsobefore Caproni -
inan alleged pay-to-play sean-
dal involving the Buffalo Bil-
liom  ecomomic-development
program and others upstate
in which Howe will also be a
witness for prosecutors.

It eourt, Tuesday was “ziti”
day. Zitl, a type of pastu, 1s the
term Percoco devised, Howe
said, to describe alleged bribe
payments Howe arranged for
hirn. It was used Toesday in
various ways, such as emails
that said the two had to “keep
the ziti flowing”™ and an email
from Howe saying that Perco-
co “need(s) 7,500 boxes of it
that was a reference to £7.500
Pereowo  allegedly  wanted,
Howe said, as a monthly pay-
ment to Percocos wife from

the energy company. When
the first of those payments
vame, Howe wrote to Per-
voeo to tell him the “ziti gets
cleared” in December 2012.
“Merry  Christmas” Howe
wiote in an emall to Pereoeo,
he testified.

Ancther Howe email to Per-
coeo worried about & halt in al-
leged bribe puyments from the
ENETEY COMpPAny executive;
Howe called it time for “opera-
tion zitl replenishment.”

Howe  testified  through-
out the day of Percoco’s work
to help his clients, who later
patid him the alleged bribes.
After one bit of help from Per-
oo on an energy matter, Per-
coen wrote to Howe: “Now do
your part,” Howe said, read-
ing from the email. Howe said
thatdeseribed Percoen’s desire
to get money flowing to him
from the Syracuse developers
= which allegedly would total
$35,000 in 2014

Howe described the influ-
ence Percoco had with An-
drew Cuomo,

“Toe took care of many is-
snes that affected the gover-
nor” Howe said. One way, he
suid, was “enforving what the
povernor wanted” related to
administration officials try-
g bo leave Cuomo’s office for
jobs elsewhere. Percocn, Howe
said, intervened and blocked
several people who were try-
ing to quit.

Relax ... your undelivered
newspapers will be put to good use.

Don't just stop delivery of your newspapers
while vou're away on vacation — donate them to
Mewspapers in Education. Every dollar you donate

equals five newspapers for the kids,

Call for details or to donate:

842-1111

(1-800-777-B640 outside Erie County)

Tae BurrarLo NEws

‘Not an 1ssue with the restaurant’
as officials cite ‘stellar scores’

HEPATITIS » from C1

from either & hepatitis A vac-
vine or immune globulin injec-
ticm would have eaten at the
restatirant between Jan, 27 and
30, vounty officials said. Those
who patromized Al-E-Oops bhe-
tween Jan. 16 and 26 may have
been exposed to the disease but
woulld not benefit from an injec-
tion. Those who patronized the
restarant after Jun. 30 are at
no risk, officials said.

Hepatitis A is marked by fi-
tigue, poor appetite, abdomi-
n#l pain, nauses, jaundice and
darls urine, aceording to the
federal Centers for Diseusse
Control and Prevention. The
dizease typically runs its course
within 4 few weeks to a couple
of months, Symptoms often oe-
cur about four weeks after ex-
posure, aceording to the CDC.
Muost children under the age of
& are symptom-free. Antibod-
ies produeed in response to the
hepatitis A infection last for life.

Polonearz and Burstein said
that the restaurant passed o
routineg health inspection in
December and that there is no
eontinuing risk of contracting
hepatitis now that the ill food-
prep worker is not currently
emploved there, Burstein said
ALFE-Oops  received  “stellar
seores” and showed excellent
sunitary conditions during the
pounty’s last restanrant health
inspection.

“This is not an issue with
the restaurant,” Polonears said.
“T don't want people to think
the restaurant didnt pass any
hesalth inspections, They did.”

He alzo said, “A person who
was there on their lunch hour

Howis itis A
difterent from other

types of hepatitis?
Heptitin is q virel dnfection
theet leciels fo fiver inflem-
mattivm, Here are the iiffer-
ences in cormmon fypes:

Hepatitis A - Virus transmitted
through feces, even at microseop-
e levels vin close person-lo-per-
s01 contact, contaminsated food
and wuter. Cun lead to aeute but
not chronie Infection. Resolves on
its own, Veceine is awvailabla,
Hepatitis B - Virus transmitted
through infevted bodily fluids,
including blood and semen.
Symptoms can runge from mild
illness to long-term chronie
condition, most often in infants,
Vaevine is available.
Hepatitis C - A more common
form of hepatitis, Virus trans-
mitted by contact with infoected
Mood, such as through contami-
nated needles, Symptoms can
range from mild illness to long-
term chronie condition. Chronie
hepatitis is more likely to result
in type C than in type B. No vawe-
cine iz available,

Seuree: ULE, Cemters
e Dizevige Condeod and Prevention

today - they have nothing to
wiorry about®

Hepatitis A 18 not an air-
borne virus, so if 4 person did
not eat at the restaurant or
nursing fucility, they are at no
risk, Polonearz sdded.

In response to the news, the
restaurant released the follow-
ing statement; “The owners of
Al-E-Oops are first concerned
for our co-worker and our pa-

troms. We hope and expect that
he will recover quickly and ful-
Iy, and no one else who worked
at or visited our restaurant will
contract this disense,

“As our county leaders said,
thereis onlyaverysmall chance
that people can cateh the illness
due to this potential exposure.
We have and will contimue to
coopernte with all health of-
ficials, And, as always, we will
operate our restaurant to the
highest health and sufety stan-
dards, as we have — without any
similar prior incident - sinee we
opened in 19547

In regurd to Brookdale Wil-
liamsville Senior Living Facil-
ity, 35 staff members and resi-
dents at the nursing home may
have been exposed to hepati-
tis A between Jan, 16 and 22,
Those residents and staffers
who would benefit from vacei-
nation or immune globulin will
be inoculated on-site. The state
Health Department is follow-
ing up with the nursing home.

“Both the infected individ-
nal and the management of
the two facilities have been ex-
tremely cooperative and very
helpful in our investigation of
this vase,” Burstein said. *T also
wint to emphasize, as the coun-
trexecutive did, that there isab-
solutely no continuing risk of
hepatitis A transmission by eat-
ing at either of these facilities.
The risk has been removed.”

A hepatitis A public health
scare last ocourred in March
2005 when a food handlerat Ca-
sa-Di-Pizza in Buffalo was di-
agnosed with the disease. The
county subsequently vaceinuat-
ed hundreds of people at an ad
hoc health clinie in the Buffalo
Wingara Convention Center

Reporters’ Notebook / Bits and picces of news ..

1812, “If there
were no bud
people, there would be no good
lawryers”

MNOFEE - Accounting
students at Daemen College
will prepare tax returns for
free beginning today for
people with anmual incomes
beelow $54,000.

Offered through the Volun-
teer Invome Tax Assistance
(VITA) program, appoint-
ments are avalilable from
3 to & pan. on Wednesdays
through April 11, except March
1 during the eollege’s spring
break.

Assistance will be offered
in Roorn 205 of Daemen’s
Business Building.

Tax elients should bring
their Social Security cand,
photo [D and, if applicable,
their W-2, 1099, 1098T and
1095 forms.

Also needed will be last
veal's tax returns, information
on deductions and credits, any
tax ID number and, if appro-
priate, the total paid to a day
care provider,

For more info and to
schedule an appointment,
call 839-7646 or email vitag@
duemen.eduo.

WINNERSWANTED - A
wide assortment of haskets
and gift cards will be offered
in the Errick Road Elementary
Schools annual baslket anction
froem 5 to 8 pun. Friday in the
school at 6839 Errick Road,
North Tonawanda. Drawings
beegrin at 7250 poam.

PASSTHEPACZEKI - The
French observe Mardi Gras
(Fat Tuesday) us the last day

before the fusting season of
Lent begins. In Poland, it’s
Fat Thursduy, sometimes
known as Paczki Day, since
the celebration involves the
traditional filled doughnuts.

The United Cultural Society
will mark the day with a
Polish Happy Hour from 5 to
11 pan. Thursday in the Valley
of Buffalo, 2379 Union Road,
Checktowagn. Admission and
Polish food are free.

There will be performances
by the Harmony Polish folk
Ensemble Dancers and rmasic
by Grammy nomines John
Gora. Raffles will benefit the
Monsignor Adamski Polish
Saturday School.

NIGHTOUT - The
Laneuster Elks Lodge, 33
Legion Parkoway, will sponsor
an "B0s danee from 7 to 10 pum.
Saturday, featuring music by
Nerds Gone Wild. Doors open
at 6:30. Tickets are $20, which
includes beer, wine and pop.
Prizes will be given for the best
"B0s costumes,

SWEETESTSOUNDS -
Surprise that someone special
this vesr with & Singing
Valentine from the Friends of
Harmory.

For $50, & harbershop quar-
tet will visit vour loved one’s
home or place of business, sing
twn lowve songs, present them
with a personalized card and
flower and pose for a photo,
For more info and orders, call
H68-844T or visit friendsofhar-
[MOITY. GO

HAPPYEIRTHDAY -
Mark Skipper, Gens Warner,
Louis Byron Morrow, Shidey
Edmonds, Allie Bogold, Chloe
MeCabe, Maribm Antos,
Elaine Tierney, John Pennellsa,
Alan Bell, Jill Meri, Carole
Rotando, Eevin Rocliwood,
Jeffrey Bosworth, Kayla Rose
Bosworth, Jane Taylor, Josie

Michaels, Nive Donaghy and
Tarnmy Haley.

To submit birthdays and
other items of interesi to
Reporters’ Notebool, please
el olaffuh @ bugffnens com
o e a letter to Reporters’
Notebook, Buffalo News, Box
100, Buffulo, NY 14240,

Lottery Picks /

Wining murhers
i Yivescdeny

MN.Y. Evening Number: 0902
Lucky Sum: 0

N.Y. Midday NMumber: 44
Lucky Sum: 14

Win Four Evening: HE04
Lucky Sum: 20

Win Four Midday: TR
Lucky Swn: b0

Take Five notavailable

Pick 10:

20 1118 24 27 30 33 35 36
jn.'%iﬂ 52 53 50 40 64 66 G8 "'F

Mega Millionsnotavailable

Pick 3 Evening: 003
Pick3 Day: o7
Pick 4 Evening: 0383
Fick 4 Day: it

Lette veverebers for Mooy

TakeFive 13 16 20 34 36

These numbers are ungfficial,

For offleial New York Lottery resuls
go to buglfalo.com Totbery oF your
lottery refadar,

Public Notice - Fact Sheet

The New York Stale Depariment of Ervirenimenial Gonservation (DEG) has recelved 4
Browrteld Cleanup Program (BCF) applization and Draft Remgdizl Imvestigatianinierim
Ramedial Maasures Wark Plan from 1585 Hartal LLC for a e known as 1585 Harfal
Avenue, sile [D#GH13328, This st 15 localed in e Gity of Bullala, within the Gounlty
ot Erig, and I8 Incated at 1585 Herlgl Avenue. Commenis regarding tis application must
be submitied no later than March 24, 2018, A copy of tha application. Draf Remedial
Irvestigationnierdm Remedial Measunas Werk Plan and other rélevant documents are
avalkahle at the document repesitory located &t the Buffalo & Erle County Public Librry
— Morih Park Branch, 975 Hertel Avenue, Buffalo, 1421 6. Informatlon regarding the sita
and how 1o submit comments can be Tound a1 hpses dac.mdg oschemcal Boosa. iimi
or g2nd comments 10 Damiancs Skaros, Froject ﬂ."EHJ.';IE'f. NYSDEG, 270 Mlmigan

Ty have Infarrratian such as this notica sent right fo your amail, sign up with county
errall listse s avaliabla at weow.dec.my.gowecharmical €1 092 atm.
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Find all The News websites at the bottom of the
homepage of www.BuffaloNews.com.




