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             PERMIT NO. 32 
 

NIAGARA FALLS WATER BOARD
 

SIGNIFICANT INDUSTRIAL USER 
WASTEWATER DISCHARGE PERMIT 

 
PERMIT NO. 32  COVANTA NIAGARA  L.P. 
 

In accordance with all terms and conditions of Niagara Falls Water Board 
Wastewater Regulations Part 1960 and also with all applicable provisions of 
Federal and State Law or regulation: 

 
Permission is Hereby Granted To:  COVANTA NIAGARA L.P. 

  
Located at: 100 ENERGY BOULEVARD, NIAGARA FALLS, NY 14304 

 
Classified by SIC No(s):  4939 

 
For the contribution of wastewater into the Niagara Falls Water Board Publicly-
Owned Treatment Works (POTW). 

 
Effective this 1st day of OCTOBER, 2015 
To expire this 1st day of OCTOBER, 2020 

 

  For       
                                                                            

Paul J. Drof 
Executive Director, Niagara Falls Water Board 

 
Signed this 29th day of September, 2015    
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PERMIT NO.  32 

DISCHARGE IDENTIFICATION 
 

OUTFALL DESCRIPTION LOCATION RECEIVING 

MS # 1 Monitoring Station No. 1  47th Street All storm and sanitary 
wastewater 

MS # 2 Monitoring Station No. 2 John Avenue Storm, sanitary, 
ground water and floor 
drains from RTIF 
facility, internal truck 
container washes 
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PERMIT NO. 32 

 
WASTEWATER DISCHARGE PERMIT ACTION  REQUIRED DATE 
REQUIREMENTS FOR: REQUIRED  OF SUBMISSION 
 
A. Discharges to the Niagara Falls Water Board (NFWB) Sewer 
 
1. Identification of all discharges to the  NONE    SUBMISSION 

NFWB Sewer System on a current plant       RECEIVED 
sewer map certified by a New York State     6/16/15 

  licensed professional engineer.        
 
2. Identification of each contributing   NONE            SUBMISSION 

waste stream to each discharge to the      RECEIVED 
NFWB Sewer System clearly marked on,      06/16/15  

 or referenced to, a current plant        
       sewer map certified by a New York               
 State licensed professional engineer.                       
 
3.        Elimination of all uncontaminated          NONE 
 discharges to the NFWB Sewer System. 
 All uncontaminated flows should be 
 clearly identified on a current sewer map 

certified by a New York State                                 
licensed professional engineer.  
                               

4. Establishment of a control manhole  NONE      
 that is continuously and immediately             

 accessible for each discharge to the  
NFWB Sewer System.                

 
B. Wastewater Discharge Management Practices 
 
1. Identification of a responsible person(s)           NONE     

(day to day and in emergencies).        
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PERMIT NO. 32 

 
WASTEWATER DISCHARGE PERMIT REQUIREMENTS FOR:    
 
C.      Slug Control Plan** 
 
 Pursuant to Section 40 CFR 403.12 (v) of the Federal Pretreatment Standards the Niagara Falls 

Water Board will evaluate the permittee, a minimum of once every two years for the need for 
a "Slug Control Plan."  If a plan is required by the Niagara Falls Water Board, then the plan will 
contain, at a minimum, the following elements: 

 a) Description of discharge practices, including non-routine batch discharges; 
 b) Description of stored chemicals; 
 c) Procedures for immediately notifying the POTW of slug discharges, including any 

discharge that would violate a prohibition under 40 CFR 403.5 (b), with procedures 
for follow-up written notification within five days; 

 d) If necessary, procedures to prevent adverse impact from accidental spills, including 
inspection and maintenance of storage areas, handling and transfer of materials, 
loading and unloading operations, control of plant site runoff, worker training, building 
of containment structures or equipment, measures for containing toxic organic 
pollutants (including solvents), and/or measures and equipment necessary for 
emergency response.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
**This section applies to all pollutants limited by the Niagara Falls Water Board SPDES Permit and all 

prohibited wastewater discharges (See Section 1960.5 of the Niagara Falls Water Board 
Wastewater Regulations). 
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PERMIT NO. 32 

D. General Wastewater Discharge Permit Conditions 
 
1. Flow monitoring should be performed concurrently with any Wastewater Discharge Permit 

sampling and should be reported at the same time as analytical results.  If it is not feasible to 
perform flow monitoring, an estimate of flow (method of estimated flow preapproved by the 
Niagara Falls Water Board) should be submitted with the analytical results. 

 
2. All sampling for billing and pretreatment compliance purposes will be coordinated through the 

Niagara Falls Water Board Industrial Monitoring Coordinator. 
 

3. All analysis must be performed by a State certified laboratory using analytical methods                   
     promulgated and consistent with 40 CFR 136 and amendments thereto.  The permittee will          

request their contract laboratory to report both Practical Quantification Limit (PQL) and 
Method Detection Limit (MDL).  The PQL and MDL are defined in the NYSDEC Technical 
Guidance Series 1.3.7. 
 
The permittee should report results that are less than the MDL or PQL on the NFWB Self 
Monitoring Report, as non-detect (ND), by placing a less than sign (<) followed by the 
analytical result.  Every effort should be made to attain results down to the MDL.  If this is not 
possible, then results less than PQL but greater than MDL must also be additionally flagged 
with the qualifier “J” on the Self Monitoring Report.  For example, a result less than 5 PQL 
would be reported <5 (J).  In either case the calculated load in lbs per day would be zero. 
 
Monitoring results which are lower than the PQL must be reported but will not be used to 
determine compliance with the permit limit.  

 
4. An estimate of relative production levels for wastewater contributing processes at the time of 

any pretreatment compliance sampling will be submitted upon request of the Director of 
Niagara Falls Water Board - Wastewater Facilities. 

 
5. All samples will be handled in accordance with EPA approved methods.  Chain of Custody 

records will be submitted with all sampling results. 
 
6. All conditions, standards and numeric limitations of Niagara Falls Water Board Wastewater 

Regulations are hereby incorporated into this permit by reference.  These conditions, 
standards and numeric limitations must be complied with.  Failure to comply with any part of 
said regulations constitutes a violation and is subject to enforcement actions(s) described in 
Section 1960.9 of said Regulations, and in the Niagara Falls Water Board Pretreatment 
Administrative Procedure Number Five (5) - "Enforcement Response Guide."   Violators are 
subject to aIl  
applicable Civil and Criminal penalties. In the event of a violation, including slug discharges or 
spills, the Niagara Falls Water Board must be notified immediately by phone and confirmed by 
letter within five (5) working days. 

 
 Any person adjudicated of violating any provision in the Niagara Falls Water Board Wastewater 

Regulations shall be assessed a fine in the amount of up to $10,000.   This amount is available 
for each violation, and each day of a violation is a separate incident for which penalties may 
be sought. 
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            PERMIT NO. 32 
 
D. General Wastewater Discharge Permit Conditions (Cont’d) 
 
6. The person violating any of the provisions of the Niagara Falls Water Board Wastewater Regulations 

will be liable for any expense, loss, or damage occasioned by reason of such violation.  The expense, 
loss or damage will be taken to be to the extent determined by the Director. 

 
In addition, any person who knowingly makes any false statements; representation or certification in 
any application, record, report, plan or other document filed or required to be maintained pursuant to 
the Niagara Falls Water Board Wastewater Regulations, or Wastewater Discharge Permit, or who 
falsifies, tampers with, or knowingly renders inaccurate any monitoring device or method required 
under the Niagara Falls Water Board Wastewater Regulations will, upon conviction be punished by a 
fine up to $10,000.  Furthermore, the Niagara Falls Water Board may recover reasonable attorney’s 
fees, court costs, court reporting fees, and other expenses of litigation by appropriate suit  at law 
against the person found to have violated applicable laws, orders, rules and permits required by the 
Niagara Falls Water Board Wastewater Regulations. 

 
7. In accordance with Federal Regulation CFR 40, Part 403.12(g), any exceedance of a numeric limitation 

noted by the SIU must be re-sampled, analyzed and resubmitted to the Niagara Falls Water Board - 
Wastewater Facilities within 30 days. 

 
Specifically, if any limit that is listed in Section F of this permit is exceeded, then the permittee will 
undertake a short term monitoring program for  that pollutant. Samples will be collected identical to 
those required for routine monitoring purposes and will be collected on each of at least two (2) 
operating days and analyzed. Results will be reported in both concentration and mass, and will be 
submitted within 30 days of becoming aware of the exceedance. 

 
8. Sampling frequency for any permitted compounds may be increased beyond the requirements set forth 

in Section F and G of this permit.  If the permittee monitors (sample and analysis) more frequent than 
required under this permit, all results of this monitoring must be reported. 

 
9. As noted in Section 1960.5g of the Niagara Falls Water Board Wastewater Regulations, "Personnel as 

designated by the Director will be permitted at any time for reasonable cause to enter upon all 
properties served by the Niagara Falls Water Board – Wastewater Facilities for the purpose of, and to 
carry out, inspection of the premises, observation, measurement, sampling and testing, in accordance 
with provisions of the Regulations." 

 
10. As noted in Section 1960.5c of the Niagara Falls Water Board Wastewater Regulations, significant 

changes in discharge characteristics or volume must be reported immediately to the Niagara Falls 
Water Board - Wastewater Facilities. 

 
11. As noted in Section 1960.6b of the Niagara Falls Water Board Wastewater Regulations, samples 

required to be collected via a 24-hour composite sampler must be retained refrigerated for an 
additional 24 hour plus unrefrigerated an additional 48 hours (total 72 hours). 

 
12. As noted in Section 1960.5d of the Niagara Falls Water Board Wastewater Regulations, all "SIU's will 

keep on file for a minimum of three years, all records, flow charts, laboratory calculations or any other 
pertinent data on their discharge to the Niagara Falls Water Board - Wastewater Facilities." 
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D. General Wastewater Discharge Permit Conditions (Cont’d) 
 
13. As noted in Section 1960.6g of the Niagara Falls Water Board Wastewater Regulations, 

"Permits are issued to a specific user for a specific monitoring station.  A permit will not be 
reassigned or transferred without the approval of the Director which approval will not be 
unreasonably withheld.  Any succeeding owner or user to which a permit has been transferred 
and approved will  also comply with all the terms and conditions of the existing permit."  

    
14. The Annual Average Limitation is equivalent to the specific SIU allocation, and will be defined 

as the permissible long term average discharge of a particular pollutant.  These limitations are 
listed in Section F of this permit.  The computation of the Annual Average will be as follows; 
for each compound listed in Section G of this permit, the Annual Average will be the average 
of the present monitoring quarter and three previous quarters’ data. 

 
15. The Daily Maximum Limitation will be defined as the maximum allowable discharge on anyone 

day.  The Daily Maximum Limitation  will allow for periodic short term discharge fluctuations.  
These specific limitations are listed in Section F of this permit. 

 
16. Enforcement of the Annual Average Limitation will be based on the reported average of the 

last four quarters data vs. the Annual Average Limited listed in Section F of this permit.  
Enforcement of the Daily Maximum Limitation will be based on individual analysis results vs. 
the Daily Maximum Limit listed in Section F of this permit.  These results may be obtained 
from self monitoring (Section G), Niagara Falls Water Board Verification, incident investigation 
or billing samples. 

 
17. The Niagara Falls Water Board Administrative Procedure Number 6 "Procedure for 

Determination and Use of Local Limits" lists all pollutants noted in the Niagara Falls Water 
Board – Wastewater Facilities SPDES Permit.  The limits defined in the procedure are values 
which are based on the quantity of substances discharged which can be easily related to the 
Treatment Plant's removal capacity. 

 
The pollutants listed in this procedure which are not specifically listed in Section F and G of 
this permit may be present in the permittee's wastewater discharge, but at levels which do not 
require specific permit limitations.  Consequently, if any of the limits listed in this procedure, 
for pollutants not identified in Section F and G of this permit, are exceeded then the permittee 
will undertake a short-term, high intensity monitoring program for that pollutant.  Samples 
identical to those required for routine monitoring purposes will be collected on each of at least 
three operating days and analyzed.  Results will be expressed in terms of both concentration 
and mass, and will be submitted no later than the end of the third month following the month 
when the limit was first exceeded. 

 
If levels higher than the limit are confirmed, the permit may be reopened by the Niagara Falls 
Water Board for consideration of revised permit limits. 
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PERMIT NO. 32 
E. Specific Wastewater Discharge Permit Conditions 
 
1.  Billing Agreement: 
 
 a) Quantities of flow, TSS and SOC shall be made at the NFWB expense and shall be 

based on five (5) representative 24 hour flow proportion composite samples from both 
monitoring stations. 

 
b) Substances of Concern charges shall be based on the SIU Self Monitoring Report 

submitted quarterly. 
 
2. Sample Collection: 
 

The permittee shall continue to collect a 72 hour composite sample for the weekend at each 
monitoring station.  The samples shall cover the period Friday A.M. to Monday A.M. 

  
3.        Slug Control Plan: 
            

Pursuant to the regulations contained in the Federal Industrial Pretreatment Program, 40CFR 
403.8(f)(2), the NFWB is obligated to periodically review users for the need for a Slug Control 
Plan.  This permittee has been reviewed and is required to develop and implement such a 
plan. 
 
This plan entitled “Spill Prevention Plan“ must be implemented and all sections pertaining to 
sewer discharges to the NFWB are enforceable under this permit.  All future revisions to this 
plan are also enforceable.  Revised plans must be submitted to the Niagara Falls Water Board. 
 

4. Rail to Truck Intermodal Facility (RTIF): 
 

a) A new monitoring station #2 has been added to measure flow and collect samples for this 
offload facility.  Because the facility is new the precise pollutant load to the sewer system 
has not been determined.  Interim limits have been assigned and will be reassessed when 
more data is developed.  

 
b) This approval includes the following wastewaters: surface storm runoff, human sanitary 

waste, rail bed groundwater, floor drains, internal truck container washes and maintenance 
facility water pretreated by an oil/water separator.   

 
c) Truck container (internal) wash water must be sampled and analyzed for the pollutant 

parameters noted in Attachment A.  The analyses results must be submitted to the NFWB 
staff and obtain approval prior to release of this wastewater. 

 
d) During the RITF site construction phase, construction water must be sampled and analyzed 

for the pollutants in Attachment A on a quarterly basis. 
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         PERMIT NO. 32 
F. Discharge Limitations & Monitoring Requirements 
 
During the Period beginning the effective date of this Permit and lasting until the expiration date, 
discharge from the permitted facility outfall(s) will be limited and monitored by the permittee as 
specified below. 
 

 
OUTFALL NUMBER/ 

EFFLUENT PARAMETER 

DISCHARGE            
LIMITATIONS          

ANNUAL         DAILY 
AVERAGE   MAXIMUM 

 
 
 

UNITS 

    MINIMUM MONITORING   
REQUIREMENTS 

MEASUREMENT     SAMPLE 
 FREQUENCY          TYPE 

MS # 1 
      Flow  

       1.50 3.75 MGD Continuous N/ A

MS # 1 
      Total Suspended Solids 

1,500 3,750  lbs/day 5/Quarter 7

MS # 1 
       Soluble Organic Carbon 

80 130 lbs/day 5/Quarter 7

MS # 1 
       Benzene 

0.4 1.0 lbs/day 1/Quarter 2

MS # 1 
       Monochlorotoluene  

0.40 1.0 lbs/day 1/Quarter 2

MS # 1 
       Dichlorobenzene   

  0.08 0.20 lbs/day 1/Quarter 2

MS # 1 
       Total Phosphorus 

7.00 9.00 lbs/day 1/Quarter 3

MS # 1 
      Cadmium 

0.18 0.25 lbs/day 1/Quarter 3

MS # 1 
      Chromium 

0.07 0.16 lbs/day 1/Quarter 3
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PERMIT NO. 32   
 
F. Discharge Limitations & Monitoring Requirements  (Cont’d) 
 
During the Period beginning the effective date of this Permit and lasting until the expiration date, 
discharge from the permitted facility outfall(s) will be limited and monitored by the permittee as 
specified below. 
 

 
OUTFALL NUMBER/ 

EFFLUENT PARAMETER 

DISCHARGE            
LIMITATIONS          

ANNUAL         DAILY 
AVERAGE   MAXIMUM 

 
 
 

UNITS 

    MINIMUM MONITORING  
REQUIREMENTS 

MEASUREMENT     SAMPLE 
 FREQUENCY          TYPE 

MS #1 T. Mercury 0.007 0.015 lbs/day 1/Quarter 3 

MS # 1 T. Lead 
        

1.98 2.55 lbs/day 1/Quarter 3 

MS # 1 T. Zinc 
       

4.0 9.0 lbs/day 1/Quarter 3 

MS # 1 Iron 
 

 Monitor 
only 

lbs/day 1/Quarter 3 

MS # 1 Aluminum 
 

 Monitor 
only 

lbs/day 1/Quarter 3 

MS #2 Flow 0.75 0.90 MGD Continuous N/A 

MS #2 Total Suspended Solids  Monitor 
only 

lbs/day 5/Quarter 7 

MS #2 Soluble Organic Carbon  Monitor 
only 

lbs/day 5/Quarter 7 

MS # 2 Iron 
 

 Monitor 
only 

lbs/day 1/Quarter 3 

MS # 2 Aluminum 
 

 Monitor 
only 

lbs/day 1/Quarter 3 

MS # 2 Attachment A 
Truck container (internal) 
wash water 

 Monitor 
only 

lbs/day 1/Discharge grab 

MS # 2 Attachment A 
Construction water 

 Monitor 
only 

lbs/day Quarterly grab 
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            PERMIT NO. 32 
 
 
F. DISCHARGE LIMITATIONS & MONITORING REQUIREMENTS  CONTINUED 

 
SAMPLE TYPE FOOTNOTES 

 
(1) Each sample will consist of four (4) grabs collected spaced throughout the batch 

discharge, such that they are representative of the effluent being discharged pursuant 
to 40CFR 403.12.b5iii.  The four (4) grabs will be composited in the laboratory and 
analyzed as one sample. 

 
(2) Each sample will consist of four (4) grabs collected spaced over the 24-hour period, 

such that they are representative of the effluent being discharged pursuant to 40CFR 
403.12.b5iii.  The four (4) grabs will be composited in the laboratory and analyzed 
as one sample. 

 
(3) Each sample will consist of a 24-hour, flow proportioned composite sample collected 

from the monitoring point. 
 

(4) Flow will be monitored continuously with the use of a water meter or another 
acceptable flow metering device. 

 
(5) Each sample will consist of a 24-hour, time proportioned composite sample collected 

from the monitoring point. 
 

(6) Reserved 
 

(7) Same as (3), however, five (5) samples will be collected per quarter from the 
monitoring point and analyzed by and at the Niagara Falls Water Board expense. 

 
(8) Four (4) grab samples will be collected spaced over the 24-hour period, such that they 

are representative of the effluent being discharged pursuant to 40CFR 403.12.b5iii.  
Each grab will be analyzed and reported separately. 

 
(9) A grab sample is defined as an aliquot collected over a period of not more than 15 

minutes. 
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  PERMIT NO.  32  
G. Discharge Monitoring Reporting Requirements 
 

During the period beginning the effective date of this permit and lasting until its expiration 
date, discharge monitoring results will be summarized and reported by the permittee;  Monthly 
- 14 days after monitoring period, Quarterly - by the last day of the monitoring period = 
February 28, May 31, August 31, November 30.  Semiannual reports will be submitted on the 
last day of the monitoring period = February 28, August 31.  The annual average for each 
parameter listed in Section F, will be computed and reported quarterly.  The individual sample 
analysis for present quarter will also be reported quarterly unless directed otherwise in this 
permit. 

OUTFALL NO PARAMETER REPORTING 
FREQUENCY 

MS # 1 Flow Monthly  

MS # 1 Benzene Quarterly 

MS # 1 Monochlorotoluene  Quarterly 

MS # 1 Dichlorobenzenes Quarterly 

MS # 1 Total Phosphorous Quarterly 

MS # 1 T. Cadmium  Quarterly 

MS # 1 T. Chromium  Quarterly 

MS # 1 T. Mercury Quarterly 

MS # 1 T. Lead Quarterly 

MS # 1 T. Zinc  Quarterly 

MS # 1 Iron Quarterly 

MS # 1 Aluminum Quarterly 

MS #2 Flow Monthly 

MS #2 Iron Quarterly 

MS #2 Aluminum Quarterly 

MS #2 Pollutant List Attachment A for each truck (internal) 
container wash 

Quarterly 

MS #2 Pollutant List Attachment A for batch discharges of 
construction water 

Quarterly 
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 PERMIT NO.  32  
H. Comments/Revisions 
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Attachment A 
Modified: 7/25/14 

 
Covanta RTIF Internal Truck Container Wash Water – 
Parameter List   
Sample dates  10/25/2013

              
Local 
Limit Permit Lim. 

A.VOLATILE COMPOUNDS     ug/L Lbs/Day Lbs/Day Lbs/Day 

VINYL CHLORIDE        0.03   

1,1 DICHLOROETHYLENE      0.065   

METHYLENE CHLORIDE      0.15   

1,2 DICHLOROETHYLENE    0.065   

CHLOROFORM        0.055   

1,1,1 TRICHLOROETHANE    0.02   

CARBON TETRACHLORIDE      0.046   

BENZENE    0.062   

DICHLOROPROPYLENES      NONE   

TRICHLOROETHYLENE    0.088   

DICHLOROBROMOMETHANE      0.011   

TOLUENE    0.344   

1,1,2-TRICHLOROETHANE      0.02   

TETRACHLOROETHYLENE    0.114   

DIBROMOCHLOROMETHANE      0.015   

MONOCHLOROBENZENE    0.2   

MONOCHLOROBENZOTRIFLUORIDES    0.2   

ETHYLBENZENE    0.047   

BROMOFORM        0.2   

1,1,2,2-TETRACHLORETHANE    0.027   

MONOCHLOROTOLUENES      1.4   

XYLENES(M,P,O)       0.344   

    ug/L Lbs/Day 
Local 
Limit  

B.ACID COMPOUNDS       Lbs/Day  

MONOCHLOROPHENOLS      0.063   

DICHLOROPHENOLS    0.038   

MONOCHLOROCRESOLS      0.036   

TRICHLOROPHENOLS    0.102   

PENTACHLOROPHENOL      0.038   
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2 of 3    ug/L  Lbs/Day 

Local 
Limit

Permit 
Lim.  

C.BASE/NEUTRAL COMPOUNDS       Lbs/Day Lbs/Day  

DICHLOROBENZENES      0.016   

TRICHLOROBENZENE    0.076   

DICHLOROTOLUENE      0.016   

NAPHTHALENE    0.022   

HEXACHLOROBUTADIENE      0.009   

HEXACHLOROCYCLOPENTADIENE    0.088   

TETRACHLOROBENZENES      0.076   

TRICHLOROTOLUENES    0.076   

HEXACHLOROBENZENE      0.00016   

DICHLOROBENZOTRIFLUORIDES    0.20   

ACENAPHTHENE        0.024   

PHENANTHRENE    0.017   

FLUORANTHENE        0.009   

PYRENE          0.009   

CHRYSENE        0.009   

BENZO(A)ANTHRACENE    0.009   

DIMETHYLPHTHALATE      0.052   

BUTYLBENZYLPHTHALATE    0.102   

DI-N-BUTYLPHTHALATE      0.052   

DIETHYLPHTHALATE    0.204   

DI-N-OCTYLPHTHALATE      0.052   

NITROSODIPHENYLAMINE      0.025   
            
D.PESTICIDES/PCBs           

HEXACHLOROCYLOHEXANES      0.0013   

PCB's(AROCHLOR 1248)    0.00024   

ENDOSULFAN I + II + ENDOSULFAN SULFATE          0.0012   

MIREX    0.00032   

DECHLORANE PLUS      0.006   

HEPTICHLOR + HEPTICHLOR EPOXIDE    0.00002   

          
Local 
Limit Permit Lim. 

CONVENTIONALS, METALS, CYANIDE   mg/L Lbs/Day Lbs/Day Lbs/Day 

ALUMINUM        19.4   

CADMIUM    0.008   

CHROMIUM        0.04 

COPPER    0.965   

LEAD          0.32   

MERCURY    0.00064   

NICKEL          0.4   
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CONVENTIONALS, 
METALS, CYANIDE     mg/L Lbs/Day 

Local 
limit 

LBS/Day

Permit 
Lim. 

Lbs/Day 

ZINC    1.38   

PHENOLICS        0.474   

TSS    200 

TOTAL ORGANIC CARBON (DOC)    48.8   

TOTAL PHOSPHOROUS    2   

SOC          48.8   

TOTAL CYANIDE        0.155   

RADIOACTIVITY        

Ra        

Th        

U        

FLOW          MGD 0.025   
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