
 
 

 

January 21, 2010 
 
 
Chris Kenyon 
Scenic Hudson, Inc. 
1 Civic Center Plaza, Suite 200 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601    via EMAIL:  ckenyon@scenichudson.org 
 
Re: Building Demolition conducted at the Former Sakmann Restaurant Corp. property 

located at 706 U.S. Route 9W, Town of Highlands, Orange County, New York 
 ESI File:  SF01123.45 
 Voluntary Cleanup Site Number: V-00083-3 
 
Dear Mr. Kenyon: 
 
This Letter Report of Building Demolition (Letter Report) summarizes fieldwork performed by 
Ecosystems Strategies, Inc. (ESI), and ESI’s designated subcontractors on the above-
referenced property (hereafter referred to as the “Site”).  The work summarized in this Letter 
Report was performed to document building demolition and off-site disposal of the debris 
associated with the former “Trading Post” restaurant located at the above-referenced property, 
which was accepted into the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
(NYSDEC) Voluntary Cleanup Program (VCP) in November 2003.   
 
Demolition and Site restoration activities were conducted between November 2 and November 
6, 2009.  All demolition activities were performed by personnel from Rogan Brothers Sanitation, 
Inc. (Rogan).  A Fieldwork Map indicating the former building location and associated selected 
Site features is provided as Attachment A to this Letter Report. 
 
Site Preparation Services 
 
Prior to demolition activities, a request for a complete utility markout of the Site was submitted 
by ESI and a visual inspection was conducted by personnel from Scenic Hudson, Inc. to confirm 
that any electrical lines running between the former building and the associated utility pole had 
been physically removed.  
 
Prior to the demolition of the building, a Demolition Survey for Asbestos Containing Materials 
(Adelaide Report) was issued by Adelaide Environmental Health Associates, Inc. in October 
2009.  The Adelaide Report documented the collection and laboratory analysis of suspect 
asbestos containing materials (ACMs) associated with the on-site building.  According to the 
Adelaide Report, no ACMs were detected in any of the seventeen samples collected from the 
interior and exterior of the building.  A copy of the Adelaide Report is provided as Attachment B 
to this letter report. 
 
All on-site activities were conducted in accordance with a NYSDEC approved Site Management 
Plan, which was prepared for the subject property by ESI in October 2007 and revised in 
January 2009, with the exception that NYSDEC notification was not given prior to building 
demolition.  Mr. John Rashak of the NYSDEC was notified subsequent to on-site activities and 
gave verbal approval for the activities that had taken place.  Mr. Rashak indicated that a copy of 
a final demolition report should be provided to the NYSDEC and the New York State 
Department of Health (NYSDOH).
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Building Demolition 
 
Building demolition was conducted between November 2, 2009 and November 4, 2009.  
Demolition activities included the complete removal of the on-site building (including the 
foundation), and the removal of a concrete patio area located to the south of the former building.  
Photographs documenting demolition activities are provided as Attachment C to this Letter 
Report.  Approximately 383 yards of construction and demolition debris and approximately 175 
yards of concrete were properly disposed of off-site between November 3 and 5, 2009.  
Manifests documenting the proper off-site disposal of all materials are provided as Attachment 
D.  Additionally, debris and associated trash were removed from the slope near the eastern 
property line by personnel from Rogan subsequent to building demolition activities.  This debris 
generally consisted of scattered trash and non-construction debris. 

 
Importation of Clean Fill and Site Restoration 

 
Approximately 685 yards of clean fill, provided by Rogan, was imported to the Site between 
November 4 and 6, 2009.  No field evidence of contamination was observed in any of the soils 
imported to the Site.  ESI was provided with laboratory results of two samples collected from the 
clean fill at the facility providing the fill.  A discussion of the laboratory results is provided below.  
A copy of the laboratory report is provided as Attachment E.  Following the importation of clean 
fill, the Site was restored to the approximate original grade.  
 
Guidance Levels 
 
The term "guidance level,” as defined in this Letter Report, refers to the concentration of a 
particular contaminant above which the imported fill would not be considered acceptable for re-
use on-site.  The overall objective of setting guidance levels is to assess the integrity of the 
proposed fill relative to conditions which are likely to present a threat to public health or the 
environment, given the existing and probable future uses of the Site.  No independent risk 
assessment was performed as part of this investigation. 
 
Guidance levels for all compounds detected in soils are based on the NYSDEC Brownfields 
Program (6 NYCRR Part 375-6) Table 375-6.8(a): Unrestricted Use Soil Cleanup Objectives 
(SCOs).  All data presented in this Letter Report have been analyzed in accordance with 
applicable guidance levels. 
 
Laboratory Results  
 
No volatile organic compounds (VOCs) or semi-volatile organic compounds (SVOCs) were 
detected above guidance levels.  Low-level concentrations of several VOC and SVOC 
compounds were detected in both samples.   
 
Chromium was detected slightly above the guidance level of 30 parts per million (ppm) in one 
sample (42.4 ppm) and below the guidance level in the second sample (22.7 ppm).  The 
average concentration of the two samples is 32.55 ppm.  It is ESI’s opinion that the slightly 
elevated concentration of chromium is not representative of the chromium level of the entire fill, 
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based on the result of the second sample.  In addition, placement of the soil at the Site likely 
dispersed the chromium; the level of chromium in the fill is not likely to represent a significant 
threat to human health or the environment.  Low-level concentrations of several other metals 
were detected below guidance levels. 
 
No pesticides or polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) were detected above minimum detection 
limits (MDLs).   
 
Conclusions and Recommendations 
 
The laboratory data, and the lack of field evidence of contamination in the imported soils, 
support the conclusion that the fill material was acceptable for on-site use.  All materials 
associated with the former on-site structure have been disposed of off-site in accordance with 
all applicable regulations.   
 
It is recommended that this document be submitted to the NYSDEC and the NYSDOH. 
 
Please review this document and call me at (845) 452-1658 should you have any questions or 
comments. 
 
I appreciate the opportunity to provide this service to you and look forward to working with you 
in the future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
ECOSYSTEMS STRATEGIES, INC. 
 

 
 
Paul H. Ciminello 
President 
   
PHC:bmb:kad 
 
Attachments: A:  Fieldwork Map 
  B:  Adelaide Report 
  C:  Photographs 
  D:  Disposal Manifests  

E:  Laboratory Report 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 

Fieldwork Map 
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Attachment A

Former Sakmann Restaurant Corp. Property
706 U.S. Route 9W
Town of Highlands

Orange County, New York
Scale: 1” = 40’ approximately

All feature locations are approximate.  This map is intended as a schematic to be used in conjunction with 
the associated report, and it should not be relied upon as a survey for planning or other activities. 
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ATTACHMENT B 
 

Adelaide Report 



























































 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT C 
 

Photographs 



 
 PHOTOGRAPHS 

 

 1. Initial building demolition activities. 

 2. Demolition of the northern portion of the building. 

 

 

 



 
 PHOTOGRAPHS 

 

 3. Complete building demolition with the exception of the northern 
exterior wall. 

 4. Demolition of northern exterior wall. 

 

 

 



 
 PHOTOGRAPHS 

 

 5. Loading of demolition debris for off-site disposal. 

 6. Demolition debris consisting of concrete block and foundation. 

 

 

 



 
 PHOTOGRAPHS 

 

 7. Area of former on-site building following Site restoration. 

 8. Area of former on-site building following Site restoration. 

 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT D 
 

Disposal Manifests 































 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT E 
 

Laboratory Report 
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