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1.0 Introduction

As requested by Mr. Cole Bergen of Campus Industries, Mr. David M. Frazier has
completed a Phase One real property environmental examination of the land and
structures located at 601 Amherst Street, Buffalo, New York. This study was
completed to identify potential environmental problems associated with the parcel.
Efforts undertaken to

complete this study include:

Site research including examination of publications, available maps, aerial
photographs, and building plans.

* Inquiries to local and state regulatory agencies requesting a search of
available records of environmental problems associated with site.

Thorough site reconnaissance for the observation of possible environmental
hazards (i.e. drums, visible staining, vegetation stress, transformers,
underground tanks, etc).

Inspection of the existing structure for the identification of potential
hazards.
2.0 Site Description
The parcel is located between Amherst Street and Scajaquada Creek and is bounded to
the east and west by residential properties between Grant Street and Elmwood
Avenue. The Scajaquada Creek flows southwest from the site and discharges to the
Niagara River which is located approximately one mile to the west. Refer to Figure

No. 1 for project location plan.

3.0 Subsurface Conditioﬁs

In general, overburden strata underlying the site is thought to consist of a
lacusirine clay layer which extends to an approximate depth of ten feet below the
existing ground surface elevation. Dense clayey glacial till extends from the clay
interface to a depth of several tens of feet. This generallized stratigraphy was
delineated from records of a monitoring well installed on-site September 5, 1983 by

The Environmental Service Group Inc., and from available geologic publications



including Surficial Geologic Map of New York - Niagara Sheet (1988) and Soil Survey
of Erie County, New York (1986). Depth to groundwater and groundwater gradient are
unknown, however, based on overburden stratigraphy it is likely that the water
table exists within the glacial till zone and that groundwater flow direction is

the west or southwest (i.e. towards the Niagara River or Scajaquada Creek).

4.0 Site History

Information with regard to site history was recovered from aerial photos, building
plans, regulatory agencies, historical maps and discussions with building
supervisor Mr. Michael Fairbanks. Please note, inquiries have been made to the
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) and the City of
Buffalo Fire Prevention Bureau, however, a search of their files has not been
completed to date. As such, additional information from these sources will be

submitted as a supplement to this report when it is received.

The original building was constructed in the early 1820's on land previously
occupied by residential structures. This building had a floor area of
approximately 100,000 square feet and was initially used by American Lithographic
Company. An attached transformer house was located at the southwest corner of the
structure (in the area now occupied by Tzetzo Bros.), and a free standing boiler
house was located to the west. Rallroad tracks exist on the northwest corner of
the land parcel, the tracks trend to the northwest and are no longer in use.
Several utility roads were noted to exist on 1927 series aerial photographs. These
roadways extend from the Scajaquada Creek bank to the west side of the existing
structure. The purpose for these utility roads is unknown, however, they may be
related to demolition of former residential structures. In addition, three large
unvegetated areas were noted on the 1927 aerial photographs. These irregularly

shaped unvegetated areas exist to the south of the original structure in the area



currently occupied by subsequent building additions. It is difficult to interpret
exactly what these features are, however, it is thought they could be remnants of

former residential structures or fill deposits.

Several additions to the original building were completed between 1937 and 1972.
The entire structure now has an approximate floor area of 380, 000 square feet and
has been occupied throughout its history by several tenants with various commercial
and industrial uses some of which are listed as follows:
American Lithographic Company - lithographic printing
Markel Electric - electric heater manufacturing
* *xThe Mentholatum Company - warehouse
Kittenger - furniture warehouse
* **Mohawk Industries Inc. - manufacture and repair of hydraulic presses
° Moor Electronics Inc. - fishing depth finders
**Specialty Wood Products - wood molding manﬁfacturing
* **Gemcor - manufacture riveters for aviation industry
**Aabco Packaging Inc. - cardboard box manufacturer
**xTzetzo Bros. Inc. - food storage warehouse
Morrison Industries Inc. - metal stamping and painting
** Denotes cwrrent tenants
Please note, no attempt was made to evaluate the environmental compliance of
current or former tenants with respect to state or federal environmental

regulations.

Complaint files provided by the Erie County Department of Environment and Planning
are presented in Appendix A entitled "Regulatory Agency Information”. In general,
the majority of complaints refer to smoke, odors, and residue emitted from Markel

Electric during the early to mid 1870's. Complaints of oil pumped into Scajaquada



Creek were reported in 1978, paint odors from Morrison Industries were reported in
1985, and National Fuel Gas reported gasoline in the stone subbase of 601 Amherst
Street parking lot when they excavated for repairs. According to Campus Industries
representatives there are no currently open spill records on file with the NYSDEC -
confirmation of spill records will be submitted with the report supplement when
NYSDEC records are received. There ls however a recent complaint on file with the
NYSDEC. A site neighbor suspected that fill stockpiled along the western site
boundary (refer to Figure No. 2) conlained environmental toxins. NYSDEC requested
that Campus Industries test the fill for toxicity characteristics. The test was
completed and submitted to NYSDEC. The only contaminant identified was a trace
level of lead, and, concentration was significantly less than the maximum allowable
concentration as defined by state regulations. As such, NYSDEC has required no

further action. Refer to Appendix C for results of this analysis.

5.0 Building Inspection
Preliminary walk-through and building inspection was completed by Mr. David M.
Frazier while accompanied on a part-time basis by building supervisors, Mr. Michael

Fairbanks and Mr. Thomas Spier.

The existing building was constructed in several stages during the period of 1923
to 1872. Refer to Figurg No. 2 for a plan view of the building and approximate
boundaries of respective building additions. In general, the entire building is
founded on shallow footings, and the frame is constructed of steel girders,
concrete block and brick. Floors consist of slab on grade concrete. Roofs are
constructed of concrete slab and concrete panels covered with coal tar or metal
flashing. The building is heated by several floor and ceiling mounted natural gas

fired forced air furnaces.



Potential environmental hazards identified by this examination are listed as

follows:

Asbestos Pipe Insulation - Probable asbestos insulation exists on steam pipe
once used for central heating throughout the entire building. No testing was
completed for this evaluation to determine asbestos content. Please note
asbestos wrapped steam pipe Is not present in the 1371 and 1972 building
additions.

Asbestos Floor Tiles - Floor tiles suspected to contain asbestos fibers were
identified within portions of the original structure occupied by Conveyor and
Castor, Buffalo Games and Design For Industry. No testing was completed for
this evaluation to determine asbestos content.

Basement Sump - Oil was noted to exist within the 1951-2 building addition
basement sump. Efforts should be made to clean up the oil layer and to
identify the source of contamination.

Florescent Light Ballasts - Florescent lights are present throughout much of
the building area. Older model florescent light ballasts contain PCB's and
upon their disposal are considered hazardous waste. It is not known how many
PCB ballasts exist, however, according to Mr. Michael Fairbanks - building
supervisor, the ballasts need to be replaced on a frequent basis and therefore
several non-PCB ballasts have been installed.

Metal Stamping Presses - Several metal stamping press rooms are located in the
basement of the 1951-2 building addition. The electrically powered gear
driven presses have been recently removed, and oil and grease residues stain
the floor and walls within these areas.

Paint Yault - The paint vault is located along the east building wall in the
southeast corner of the structure. Paint and solvent fumes are discharged
outside through a vent stack. The vault was initially constructed by Markel
Electronics in the early 1970's for paint storage, and was subsequently used
by Morrison Industries Inc. The vault is not currently in use. Floor drains
are localed at each entrance to the vault. These drains discharge through the
east building wall, however, plans for the vault drain system could not be
located and therefore, final destination of the effluent is unknown. The
vault area is stained with paint residues which may contain hazardous
constituents.

PCB Transformers - A total of nine transformers containing PCB oils are
located on the roof of the main building (three transformers over The
Mentholatum Company and six transformers over Design for Industries). Oil
leakage was noted on eight of the nine PCB containing transformers. Refer to
Appendix B for photographic documentation of the transformers. Please note,
three oil cooled transformers exist in the basement of the 1851-2 building
addition. These transformers have been flushed so they contain less than 50
parts per million PCB's.

PCB Switch Gear - Electricity enters the building through the main switch gear
located in Buffalo Games. The switch gear is oil cooled and probably contains



PCB's. No leakage was noted.

Underground Fuel Oil Tank - An approximate 23,000 gallon fuel oil tank
partially filled with No. 6 fuel oil exists below the floor within the 1951-2
building addition at the southeast building corner. The tank was formerly
used to fire two large boilers which have been out of service for
approximately 20 years.

Boiler - A single boiler is located in the basement of the original structure
at the northwest corner. The associated fuel source for this boiler has not
been identified and therefore there is a possibility of an underground tank.
If a tank does exist it will likely be identifled in the City of Buffalo Fire
Prevention Bureau wmderground tank records. A request has been made for these
records and they will be presented as a supplement to this report when they
are received.

6.0 Site Reconnaissance

Site reconnaissance was completed by Mr. David M. Frazier on November 18, 1992 and
consisted of walking the entire site and observing existing conditions for any
obvious indicators of environmental problems. Please note that at the time of
field reconnaissance, ambient temperature was approximately 40 degrees Fahrenheit
and weather conditions were overcast. Slight snow cover (scattered patches less
than 1 Inch deep) was present on-site at the time observations were made, however,

no snow was present on paved areas.

In general the majority of the land parcel is flat lying paved surfaces with the
exception of a green area in front of the north entrance, and crusher run stone and
asphalt millings along the western building edge. Potential environmental hazards
identified by this examination are listed as follows:

55 gallon drums - Several drums have been placed along the south and southwest
building wall and along the south fence line near the water meter pit. Some
of the drums are filled with garbage or are empty, however, some are thought
to contain product (i.e. phosphoric acid and amonium molybdate a.k.a. Secure
Seal, and hydraulic oil).

Fill - On-site filling for construction purposes is thought have occurred
based on examination of aerial photographs and building plans. Fill deposits
observed during site reconnaissance eiforts consist of asphalt milling and
crusher run stone placed along the eastern building edge. A detailed analysis
of fill deposits (i.e. drilling and soil sampling) is beyond the scope of this
project.



Drainage to Scajaquada Creek - Precipitation collected by roof drains is
discharged to the Scajaquada Creek via drainage pipe network. The discharge
point source is located along the creek bank to the south of the site
perimeter. There were no signs of environmental contamination such as odors,
vegetation stress, oil sheen, or staining observed at the time of this
investigation. According to Campus Industries representatives of NYSDEC
periodically test the discharge water for environmental contaminants.

It is known that city water was also discharged through this pipe network by
Morrison Industries Inc. The city water was circulated through a closed loop
system designed for cooling welding machines. At no time did the coolant
water come in contact with potential contaminants. Please note, the system
has been disconnected and is no longer in use.

Underground Storage Tanks - Two underground storage tanks were found to exist.
The first is located on the northeast corner of the original complex. This
tank was previously used for gasoline storage, and was investigated for
spillage by NYSDEC in 1985. A monitoring well was installed by The
Environmental Service Group, Inc. to evaluate loss of product. According to
Cammpus Industries representatives, the tank was subsequently closed in
accordance with NYSDEC protocol (the tank was cleaned and filled with sand).

A request of NYSDEC records has been made, and findings will be submitted as a
supplement to this report when these record are received.

The second tank is located adjacent to the loading dock south of the building.
This approximate 1000 gallon tank was used for gasoline storage, and according
to Campus Industries representatives, the tank is now empty. No regulatory
information with regard to this tank has been received to date.

Other Considerations - Please note, the catch basins located within paved
areas and truck loading docks discharge to city sever, not to Scajaquada
Creek.

7.0 Summary

Several potential environmental concerns have been identified by this preliminary

investigation. The three underground storage tanks, nine PCB transformers and

asbestos insulation are the most significant potential environmental threats, and

further efforts should be completed to evaluate regulatory compliance with regard

to these and other identified potential hazards.

This assessment was completed by examining the physical characteristics of Lhe

structure and land parcel. The hazards identified herein have been identified by

visual means only - no sample recovery or chemical analysis has been completed



specifically for this evaluation. Assessment of the operations of current or past
tenants i{s beyond the scope of this evaluation, and therefore, environmental

threats may exist which have not been identified by this study.
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Appendix A

Regulatory Agency Information



New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
270 Michigan Avenue, Buffalo, New York, 14203-2999 -

w

Thomas C. Jorling
Commissioner

October 30, 1992

Mr. David M. Frazier

246 Comstock Avenue
Buffalo, New York 14215
Dear Mr. Frazier:

This letter is to acknowledge receipt of your request
for information relative to:

Campus Industries
601 Amherst Street
Buffalo

Because of the multi-divisional nature of your request,
it has been forwarded to the individual divisions involved.

Individual program staff will contact you relative to
your request.

Very truly yours,

W w-/%”'

Charles W. Kollatz
Regional Citizen
Participation Specialist
CWK:mkb
4/91

SHAWLER/pbs

@ PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



County of Erie

DENNIS T. GORSKI
COUNTY EXECUTIVE

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND PLANNING

RICHARD M. TOBE

MICHAEL RAAB
COMMISSIONER November 4 ’ 1992 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE SERVICES

Mr. David M. Frazier
246 Comstock Ave.
Buffalo, New York 14215

Re: Environmental Review of
Property

Dear Mr. Frazier:

At your request, an environmental review of property located
at 601 Amherst Street in the City of Buffalo has been performed. The
review involved the following activities:

1. A review of the New York State Registry of Inactive
Hazardous Waste Sites for Erie County.

2. A review of the complaint files for the City of Buffalo
for the years 1975-1985

3. A review of the New York State databases for petroleum
and chemical bulk storage facilities.

4. A review of the NYSDEC Spill Complaint database for Erie
County for the years 1981-1991.

According to our records there are six solid/hazardous waste
sites within a one mile radius (see attached map).

Map # DEC Number Site Name Location

106 915045 Pratt & Letchworth 189 Tonawanda St.
118 Kittenger Co. 1893 Elmwood Ave.
119 Morgan Chemical Co. Hertel & Military
126 915030 Atlas Steel 1963 Elmwood Ave.
553 915141 Westwood Pharm. Bradley & Dart Sts.
556 915144 Niagara Mohawk 95 Dewey Ave.

ERIE COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING, 95 FRANKLIN STHEET, BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14202-3973, PHONE: 716/858-5370



Additional information regarding these sites is available for
review in our office.

Attached is a list of environmental complaints investigated
by our office in this area. Our complaint files cover only the years
between 1975-1985. For further complaint information please contact
the NYSDEC at 851-7220.

According to our Petroleum bulk storage database there is one
registered facility on this street near this site.

Site Name Location
Gas Station 600 Amherst St.

For further information on Petroleum and Chemical bulk
storage facilities, please contact the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation at 851-7070.

Attached is a list of spill complaints from the NYSDEC spill
database.

Please be advised that this letter is not to be considered as
any type of environmental clearance for this property. It is only a
.summary of the information within our files. Additional information
concerning this property may be available from the Erie County
Planning Division, the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation (NYSDEC), or local municipal officials. If I can be of
any further assistance, please contact me at 858-7583.

Very truly yours,

e A L

JEROME IL,, MILLER
Environmentalist - Hazardous Waste

JLM:ems
Enclosures
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Appendix B

Photographic Documentalion



#1 - Suspected asbestos floor tiles
in Conveyors and Castors.

#2 - Suspected asbestos steam pipe
insulation.



#5 - Inactive PCB containing

transformer (No. 1 of 3)
located on roof over Design

For Industry.

#6 - Inactive PCB contalning
transformer (No. 2 of 3)
located on roof over
Design For Industry.




#7 - Inactive PCB containing
transformer (No. 3 of 3)
located on roof over Design
For Industry.

#8 - Active PCB containing
transformer (No. 1 of 3)
located on roof over
Design For Industry.
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#9 - Active PCB containing
transformer (No. 2 of 3)
located on roof over Design
For Industry.

#10 - Active PCB containing
transformer (No. 3 of 3)
located on roof over
Design For Industry.




#11 - Oil and grease staining in press
room located in basement of
1951-2 building addition.



Appendix C

Fill Pile Chemical Analysis



DAVID FRAZIER

CAMPUS INDUSTRIES

Prepared By:

j ENVMIONMENTAL SDVICES BiC,

‘A Company Dedicated to Honesty, Quality and Service*

October 29, 1992
Ref. # FAN2245



The following report, as well as the supporting data, have been carefully reviewed for
accuracy, adherence to the cited methods, and completeness. All data contained In this
report was generated in accordance with the AES Laboratory Quality Assurance/Quality
Control Program.

_@/1; Q 7;:@”/\

Denise R. Tuhovak
Organics Supervisor

dwﬂdd@/‘?&d’a /

Linda A. Ratka
Inorganic Senior Technician

//ﬂ 2.7

Paul T. McMahon
Quality Control Officer

foid L Lt
soldon s cunis

Project Manager

All “Total” results on soil matrices are calculated on a dry weight basis, unless otherwise noted.

The foilowing are standard abbreviations: BQL - Below Quantifiabie Limits
ND - None Detected
NG - No Growth of Colonies
NR - Not Requested



"POYIA d101 Aq paJgnbay JoN

S3I1ONLO04
mmmmﬁwmmw&mmmwmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmwmm%M%mwmmwmmmm..mmmmwmmmwmwmmwmm%wmwmmmwmmmmmmmmmm I SR
0Y28 998 MS 26/9L/04 00L°0 o8 o9t o8 » WI)Ax-0
se- 0%28 998 NS 26791701 0oL°o0 08 09l 08 s udAx.du
.- 0%28 9%8 Hs 26/91/01 0o0l°0 00570 Tod toL o8 auaylaoJoysyay
-~ 028 998 NS 26/%1/04 00L°0 00$°0 08 Y01 Jog duazuag
--- 0L09 998 Ms 26/41/01 60°0 0°s 108 <8 o8 unjwoJsyy
== 0109 998 NS 26/%1/01 20°0 01 o8 <6 o8 unjupey
.- 0L09 998 MS 26/%1/01 50°0 0°s oL°0 16 o.o.o ped
*oN *ON 9ug Wy (1/8w) uoj3v3UsU0Y AJaAroony Uo}31043U95U07 LAESE AT
02U} 0Y PoYyIoN sjsdiouy  9)quyjjjuenp U0} 3RJ3Uadu07 paasnfpy UJ94 PRAJSaSqQ. 199134 10Uy

@)qemo} 1y ds xja3en

wnur) XK
AR i R mmmwmwwmmmmmmmmwmmmmmMmmwwmmmmMmmmmmmwmmmmmMmmmmmm.mmmmmmmm%
1-9%22 t4oquny 3duwes uo pajonpuos sem INI4S XIYIVH ayy
1105 adAl a\duwes
21|80dwo) :u0§3331)03 jo poyian
I SJoqunN o)duwes *ge3cy 26/90/01 :919Q woj3vay107 a\dueg
N¥d 29po) qor *s°3°y 019348 I8J9yuy |09 :ucjIud}yfIuap] 9)dwes Jowoysng
- (d131) 3¥na3208d ONIHIVIY zo_»ﬁ_xmh%xs.u ALIDIXOL
130438 *° “vyoav?
9922 '33ro¥d | 39vd “IND ‘S3TIAYIS - WNOYIAN3 G3INVAQY



PAGE

PROJECT ID: 2246

‘L SERVICES, INC.

ADVANCED ENVIRONN

—
by
=g

o e
§
GE

-
8
-
“
w

.
<

P

(> ]

-

o o

23

o

-
=

=1
L=

-l

S Q

o

froed

T

-

o« -

P

<

3

Client: DAVID FRAZIER
Type of Analysis: Matrix Spike and Independent Standards

#

3
i

4

3

i

23

Recovery*

Percent

Added
Concentration

Originat
Concentration

Observed

Concentratfon

Type

Sample
No.

Analytical
Parameters

n | e
&OO
O |l |e
Sl%le
- " -
ol ad O
22|38

@
:5: ~r »y

o~ N
» el
O j ]
L.
=25
g - I
Qoo
N L2 w
x | x| x
] e | -
o fo L
Lo L L
< ] ]
X x| x
o | e [ -
[ B
13
NNy
o~ o~ ~N

Cadmium

Chromium

Lead

i

X Recovery = 100 x ((Gbaerved Concentration - “background" Original Concentration) / Added Spike Concentration)

*

X Recovery = 100 x ( Observed Concentration / “background" Original Concentration )

If Added=NONE:
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ADVANCED ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES. INC.
EXTRACTION TRACEABIUTY REPORT
INORGANICS REPORT
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