14 September 2010

Michael Hinton, P.E.

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Environmental Remediation - Region 9

270 Michigan Avenue

Buffalo, New York 14203

RE: Former Varnish Line Tanks Decommissioning Report .
Greif Facility - Tonawanda, New York ERM
NYSDEC CBS Number 9-000150
ERM Project Number 0113801

Dear Mr. Hinton:

This report presents a summary of aboveground storage tank (AST)
decommissioning activities performed on behalf of Greif, Inc. (Greif) at the
Greif Facility located at 2122 Colvin Boulevard in the Town of Tonawanda,
Erie County, New York (the Site). Subsequent sections of this report
summarize project background, tank decommissioning procedures, and
associated waste handling and management activities.

PROJECT BACKGROUND

Varnishing operations were previously performed at the Site as part of
routine manufacturing operations. Two 1000-gallon single-walled steel
ASTs located in a vault beneath the varnish line oven were previously used
to store varnish for manufacturing operations. These tanks were previously
registered with the New York State Department of Conservation (NYSDEC)
under Chemical Bulk Storage Number 9-000150. The varnishing operations
were subsequently discontinued and the two 1000-gallon ASTs were closed
in place in 2002. A business decision was made in 2009 to remove the
varnish oven and associated equipment to provide additional space at the
Site for manufacturing operations and support activities. At the request of
Greif, Environmental Resources Management (ERM) and subcontractor
Marcor Remediation, Inc. of Rochester, New York (Marcor) mobilized to the
Site on 19 August 2009 to remove these ASTs.
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TANK DECOMMISSIONING PROCEDURES

A 750-gallon single-walled steel AST (hereby referred to as Tank 001) was
discovered in the southeast corner of the varnish pit when the varnish pit
was entered to commence decommissioning activities of two 1000-gallon
ASTs (hereby referred to as Tank 002 and Tank 003). Tank 001 contained
liquid determined to be a flammable liquid consistent with used varnish.
Tanks 002 and 003 were previously cleaned by Marcor in 2002 and were
reportedly unused since that time. Tanks 002 and 003 were checked in
August 2009 and found to be empty of liquids. However, dried varnish had
accumulated on the varnish pit (i.e., vault) floor beneath Tanks 002 and 003.
The following procedures were used at the Site on 19 August and 20 August
2009 during the decommissioning of these tanks.

Tank 001

e Allliquids were drained from connecting piping into the tank.

e Connected piping was disconnected from the tank.

e All liquids were removed from the tank.

e Openings in the tank were temporarily plugged.

e The atmosphere of the tank was checked and the tank was rendered
free of hazardous vapors through inerting with nitrogen.

e The tank was cut open to facilitate cleaning of the tank’s interior.

e Solids were removed from the tank bottom and the interior surface of
the tank was cleaned.

¢ The tank was removed from the vault and cut up as scrap steel.

Tanks 002 and 003

e Connected piping was disconnected from the tanks.

e The atmospheres of the tanks were checked and found to be non-
hazardous regarding oxygen content and lower explosive limit.

e The tanks were cut into smaller sections to facilitate removal from the
varnish pit.

e Solid varnish was removed from below the tanks and the vault’s
floor was cleaned.

o The tanks were removed from the vault (varnish pit) and further cut
up for recycling as scrap steel.
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WASTE HANDLING AND MANAGEMENT

Scrap steel generated during the decommissioning of the former varnish
line ASTs was placed into the facility’s metal recycling bins for salvage.
Documentation of the cleaning of the ASTs and their designation as scrap
steel is presented in Attachment A.

One drum of waste liquid was generated during the decommissioning of
the former varnish line ASTs. The waste liquid consisted of used varnish
that had accumulated in Tank 001. The estimated volume of waste liquid
was 50 gallons. Based on laboratory analytical results and previous waste
determinations associated with ongoing investigation and remediation
activities in the same area being performed under the NYSDEC's
Voluntary Cleanup Program (VCP Site Number V00334-9), the liquid
waste was determined by the generator to be a hazardous waste. This
waste is listed in Box 9a.1. of the attached Uniform Hazardous Waste
Manifest (Attachment B).

Six drums of waste solids were generated during the decommissioning of
the former varnish line ASTs. The waste solids consisted predominantly
of solidified residual varnish that had accumulated inside Tank 001 and
beneath Tanks 002 and 003. Based on previous waste determinations
associated with ongoing investigation and remediation activities in the
same area, the solid waste was determined by the generator to be a
hazardous waste. This waste is listed in Box 9a.2. of the attached Uniform
Hazardous Waste Manifest (Attachment B).

The hazardous wastes generated during decommissioning of the former
varnish line ASTs were transported from the Site on 5 November 2009.
The hazardous waste was transported by Veoila ES Technical Solutions,
LLC (USEPA ID Number NJD080631369) and Freehold Cartage, Inc.
(USEPA ID Number NJD054126164) to the Veoila ES Technical Solutions
Facility located in Middlesex, New Jersey (USEPA ID Number
NJD002454544) for disposal. Documentation of the transport and disposal
of hazardous waste associated with the decommissioning of the former
varnish line ASTs is presented in Attachment B.
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Thank you and please contact me at 315-233-3035 or jon.fox@erm.com if

you have any questions regarding this report.

Sincerely,

—

-

p —
el

7
v

Jon S. Fox, P.G.
Senior Consultant

Attachment A - Scrap Steel Documentation
Attachment B - Hazardous Waste Documentation

Cc:  Patrick Wolfe (Greif)

0113801/ Tank Closure Report.doc


mailto:jon.fox@erm.com

ATTACHMENT A
SCRAP STEEL DOCUMENTATION



585.247.6955
585.247-6852 (FAX)

\ MARCOR 800-388-5933
WWW.MGCCOoF,Com 460 Buffalo Road, Ste. 5 Safety Beyond
Comphance'

Rochester, NY 14611.2000

Date: (0§ ~2/ (09

To Whom [t May Concern:

The tank(s) listed below have been cleaned and decommissioned in accordance with all
applicable local, State and Federal regulations.

Tank Size Type Product Contained Date Cleaned

’ A5 ga/ Steel Vavnlsl 08-19-09
z 1000 gol Steel o nish 082009
3 J0p gol  stee] \Warnss 082009

The above listed tank(s) are classified as scrap steel and are to be handled accordingly.

If you have any questions do not hesitate to contact me at (585) 247-6955.

Sincerely,
(/i
%bf/ Opevali /me ﬁonagﬂ/

MARCOR.

Environmental Contracting Services Since 1980
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