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17 January 2023  
File No. 129352-005 
 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
Division of Environmental Remediation, Region 8 
6274 East Avon-Lima Road 
Avon, New York 14414-9519 
 
Attention: Mr. Timothy Schneider, P.E. 
 
Subject: 2022 Periodic Review Report 
  Closed VCA Site No. V00357-8 
  Corning Family YMCA 

Corning, New York 
 
Dear Mr. Schneider: 
 
On behalf of Corning Incorporated (Corning), Haley & Aldrich of New York (Haley & Aldrich) is submitting 
this 2022 Periodic Review Report in accordance with the New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation (NYSDEC) - approved Site Management Plan (SMP), dated August 16, 2006, for the Corning 
Family YMCA closed VCA Site #V00357-8. 
 
There were no activities conducted during 2022 that involved breach of the existing cover systems on 
the Site or otherwise required documentation pursuant to the NYSDEC- approved Site Management 
Plan.  This report provides certification that requirements found in the Declaration of Covenants and 
Restrictions for the property were maintained. 
 
Background information and the completed Institutional and Engineering Controls Certification Form are 
included herein.  Please do not hesitate to call us if there are any questions. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
HALEY & ALDRICH OF NEW YORK 
 
 
 
Roger J. Wilcox, P.E. (NY)    Mark Ramsdell 
Senior Technical Specialist    Senior Construction Project Manager 
 
Enclosures 
 
cc: Chris Gabel – Corning Incorporated 
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Executive Summary 

This Periodic Review Report (PRR) documents conditions and activities in connection with active site 
management at the Corning Family YMCA, closed VCA Site No. V00357-8 (the Site) in Corning, New York 
during the calendar year 2022. 
 
As a result of a Voluntary Cleanup Agreement (VCA) between the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) and Corning Incorporated (Corning), property usage conditions 
now apply to the Site, as set forth in the Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions.  Details of the 
requirements are further described in the Site Management Plan (SMP) for this Site, dated 16 August 
2006, which was submitted to and approved by the NYSDEC. 
 
In addition, this report provides certification from the property owner (Corning Incorporated) and the 
Qualified Environmental Professional (Haley & Aldrich) that institutional and engineering controls set 
forth in the Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions remain in place and in effect and were complied 
with during the reporting period. 

There were no Site activities conducted during the reporting period that involved breach of the existing 
cover systems or otherwise required documentation pursuant to the NYSDEC- approved Site 
Management Plan for the property.  Conditions at the property have not changed in the past year; 
therefore, the SMP should remain in place.  At this time, no changes to the SMP or the frequency for 
submittal of this annual Periodic Review Report are recommended. 
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1. Introduction 

This Periodic Review Report (PRR) documents conditions and activities at the Corning Family YMCA in 
Corning, New York (the Site) for the period 30 December 2021 through 31 December 2022.  
Environmental conditions at the Site were previously investigated as part of a Voluntary Cleanup 
Agreement (VCA) Site Number V00357-8 between the New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation (NYSDEC) and Corning Incorporated (Corning), owner of the property located at 127 
Centerway, Corning, New York.  The Site is occupied by the Corning Family YMCA under a long-term 
lease. 
 
The Site is known to contain buried ash fill composed primarily of black ash and cinders mixed with 
varying amounts of brick, glass and other debris.  The ash material is readily distinguished from other 
soil underlying the Site.  The ash fill remaining on the property is covered with either “clean” soil that 
does not contain ash material, impervious surfaces such as concrete or asphalt, or other non-ash-
containing materials. 
 
Based on the results of the environmental investigations performed under the VCA, the ash-containing 
material was allowed to remain on Site provided that certain restrictions were put in place.  A 
“Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions” (Declaration) was filed for the property with the Steuben 
County Clerk and is now a binding part of the property deed.  The Institutional and Engineering Controls 
included in the Declaration are summarized in Section 2 of this report. 
 
The engineering controls related to maintenance of cover materials are described in the NYSDEC-
approved Site Management Plan (SMP) dated 16 August 2006.  Excavation of the material is allowed 
under the SMP, provided the material is properly handled and disposed, and ground cover is replaced in 
accordance with requirements detailed in the SMP. 
 
There were no activities conducted during the reporting period that involved breach of the existing 
cover systems on the Site or otherwise required documentation pursuant to the NYSDEC- approved Site 
Management Plan for the property. 
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2. Institutional and Engineering Controls 

The Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions for the property includes the following Institutional and 
Engineering Controls (IC/ECs): 
 

 Institutional Controls 

– Groundwater use restriction - prohibiting usage of untreated groundwater beneath the 
Site 

– Land-use restriction - a permanent deed restriction limiting Site usage to “restricted 
residential” 

– Soil Management Plan (entitled “Site Management Plan” dated August 2006) - The SMP 
addresses the proper health and safety-related measures, monitoring, and material 
handling associated with development, maintenance, and excavation or construction 
activity at the Site by or for Corning Incorporated and its current or future tenants 
where buried ash fill material could be encountered. 

 Engineering Control 

– Cover System - a cover of “clean” soil or other materials (concrete, asphalt, etc.) over 
the ash-containing materials on the Site in accordance with the approved SMP. 

 
IC/EC certifications have been completed by the appropriate parties as set forth in the NYSDEC-
approved certification forms included in Appendix A. 
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3. Annual Site Inspection 

Haley & Aldrich conducted an annual site inspection of the Corning Family YMCA on January 5, 2023. 
During the inspection it was observed that an area on the lawn in the southeast corner of the property 
had three minor surficial disturbances that appeared circular and approximately 8 inches in diameter.  
We understand, from discussions with Corning, that on 11 October 2022 a consultant, Labella Associates 
(Labella), under contract with the NYSDEC for a project along Centerway, encroached erroneously onto 
the Corning Family YMCA Property with a drill rig and created the surficial disturbances observed during 
our site inspection.  NYSDEC and Labella were notified that Labella was on the property without 
permission for access and all activities ceased and equipment was removed from the Site.  We also 
understand that during this event Labella was attempting to perform a vertical soil boring but only hand 
dug an 8-inch diameter hole for the boring head that was 4 to 5 inches in depth. It is also expected that 
two additional 8-inch diameter surficial disturbances in this area were most likely created by the drill 
rigs outriggers and did not appear to penetrate the surface more than 2 to 4 inches.   
 
The surficial areas of disturbance associated with the attempted vertical soil boring activities appear to 
be minimal, however, to prevent the loss of cover soils, the report recommends that the areas of 
disturbance be seeded when weather permits.  The Annual Inspection Form is attached in Appendix B.  
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4. Overall PRR Conclusions and Recommendations 

Institutional and Engineering Controls set forth in Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions remain in 
place and in effect and were complied with during calendar year 2022.  There were no Site activities 
conducted during the reporting period that involved breach of the existing cover systems or otherwise 
required documentation pursuant to the NYSDEC- approved Site Management Plan for the property. 

Property conditions did not change in 2022 and thus, the SMP should remain in place.  No changes to 
the SMP or the frequency for submittal of this annual Periodic Review Report are recommended at this 
time. 
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APPENDIX B 

Annual Site Inspection Form 



1. SITE COVER ‐ SOIL, CONCRETE,  ASPHALT,  STRUCTURES

A. Visual Inspection and Integrity Observations:

B.

C.

Disturbed soils as noted in Section A.

D.

Repair the disturbed soils to restore cover when weather permits to re‐establish grass cover.

2.

3.

a. Chris Gabel, Corning Incorporated.

b. Jim Williams, Corning Family YMCA

SMP ‐ ANNUAL SITE INSPECTION

Routine/Nonroutine Inspection:   Routine Annual
Weather:  43 degrees, cloudy
Other Noteworthy Conditions:  NoneDATE(s)

Corning YMCA VCA Site #V00357‐8
Corning, New York
1/5/2023

Prepared By:  Roger Wilcox

Company:  Haley & Aldrich of New York
Title:  Senior Technical Specialist

See Attached Photo Log.

PROJECT

LOCATION

Maintenance, repairs, or changes to site cover completed since previous inspection(s): 

Deficiencies noted, if any:

An area on the lawn in the southeast corner of the property had three minor surficial disturbances that appeared circular and approximately 8 inches in diameter. These 
disturbances were created by a drill rig attempting to perform vertical soil borings and only penetrated 4 to 5 inches into the soil cover before the activity was halted. 
Based on the monitoring performed including my own site visit, the site cover is in place and effective.

None.

SITE / OWNER PERSONNEL CONTACTED:

Recommended actions:

OTHER SITE OBSERVATIONS (include any incidents, repairs, maintenance, or other observations affecting site management plan and reporting):
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Photo 1:  Sidewalk and Grass Cover. 

 

                       

Photo 2:  Sidewalk and Grass Cover. 
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Photo 3: Grass Cover. 

 
 

Photo 4: Circular surficial disturbances in southeast corner of property. 
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