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DearInterestedCitizen:

This fact sheetwill inforn1

you aboutthe site
investigationplannedfor
the BusyBee Cleaners
site, located at 1818
Merrick Road in the
Hamlet of Merrick, Town
of Hempstead,Nassau
County,New York.

An environmental
investigationis being
doneto determinethe
natureand extentof
contaminationin the soil
andgroundwaterat the
site. TheBusyBee
Cleanersis performing
this investigationunder
the supervisionof the
New York State
Departmentof
Environmental
Conservation.

The remedial
investigationwork plan is
availablein the document
repositoriesindicatedon
this pageof the fact sheet.
If you haveany questions
or would like additional
information,please
contactthepersonnel
identified on this fact
sheet.

FACT SHEET
October2003

Busy BeeCleaners,Site No.V00376-1

1818 Menick Road
Merrick, NY

Remedial Investigation Planned for
Busy Bee Cleaners

The New York State Departmentof EnvironmentalConservationNYSDEC,
working cooperatively with the New York State Department of Health
NYSDOH, the BusyBeeCleanersandthe BusyBee Cleaner’senvironmental
consultant,havedevelopedaremedialinvestigationwork planandhavescheduled
field work to investigate the nature and extent of soil and groundwater
contaminationat theBusyBeeCleanerssite locatedat 1818Merrick Roadin the
Hamletof Merrick,TownofHempstead,New York. Thework will becarriedout
by the current owner of the Busy Bee Cleanersidentified as the potential
responsibleparty PRP for the site, under the provisions of the NYSDEC
VoluntaryCleanupProgramVCP.

TheProposedAction: Subsurfaceinvestigationsofsoil andgroundwaterquality
will be conductedat the site to define the nature and extent of the soil and
groundwatercontaminationpreviously identified on-site during preliminary
investigations.The remedialinvestigationRI workplan is availablefor public
review at thedocumentrepositorieslisted below. The field work is scheduledto
begin in October2003. A RI report will be generatedat the conclusionof the RI
activities. After reviewingthe investigationreport,theNYSDEC will determine
if remediationof the site is necessary.

I BACKGROUND I
The investigation to be conductedat the Busy Bee Cleanerssite is called a
voluntarycleanupinvestigationandis implementedundertheprovisionsof the
VCP. The VCP wasestablishedin New York to addresstheenvironmental,legal,
and financial bathers that often hinder the redevelopmentand reuse of
contaminatedproperties. In March 2001, the NYSDEC and the PRPsigned a
voluntarycleanupagreementto conductan environmentalinvestigationat the
BusyBee Cleanerssite locatedat 1818 Merrick Road in theHamlet of Merrick.
BusyBee Cleanerssubmittedthe RI work plan for the site in July 2003 to the
NYSDEC.

TheBusyBeeCleanerssite is approximately0.3 acrein sizeandis locatedat 1818
Merrick Road in the Hamlet of Merriek. Thesite is comprisedof a single-story
building locatedin the centralportion of theproperty. The building is currently
occupiedby Busy Bee Cleaners,a commercialdry cleaningoperation. A site
locationmap can be found on page3 of this fact sheet.

Busy BeeCleanershasbeen in operationat this location for approximately35
yearsprovidingcommerciallaundryanddry cleaningservices
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The currentbuilding was constructedin 1967 andBusyBee Cleanerstook control later that year. The facility is
connectedto a municipal sewerfor septic. Thereare four floor drainslocatedwithin the building that discharge
washingmachinewastewateror otherwastewaterto themunicipal sewer.Therearetwo formercesspoolsand two
activedrywells locatedin front of thebuilding.

Historicalpracticesincludedtemporarystorageofspentsolventsfor propertransportationanddisposalin containers
within thebuilding or in containerslocatedoutsidethebuilding immediatelyadjacentto the reardoor.

PREVIOUS INVESTIGATIONS

In July 1992, the NassauCountyDepartmentof HealthNCDH sampledan irrigation well supplyinga residence
locatedon MontaukAvenue. Theanalyticalresultsof this sampledetectedseveralvolatile organiccompounds
VOC5 including tetrachloroethenePCE. NCDHsearchedtheareafor potentialsourcesofthePCE. Thesearch
locatedtwo dry cleanerswithin a half mile ofthe residence.

NCDHinspectedtheBusyBeeCleanerssite,andon March 26, 1993collectedthreesoil samples.Analytical results
indicatedPCE in two of thesoil samplesat 510 and3,300parts perbillion @pb. TheNYSDEC recommendedsoil
cleanupobjectivefor PCE is 1,400 ppb. Basedon theseanalyticalresults,theNCDH notified BusyBeeCleaners
that theywererequiredto submit an RI work plan.

In August 1993,BusyBeeCleaner’senvironmentalconsultantconducteda RI. This RI consistedof thecollection
ofsoil, cesspoolsludgeanddrywell liquid samples.Theanalyticalresultsof thesamplingdetectedPCE in the soil
rangingfrom 100 to 2,500,000ppb. All detectionsofVOCs in thecesspoolsludgewerebelowNYSDEC standards.
Therewereno VOCs detectedin thedrywell liquid samples.

To addressthesoil contaminationidentified in the 1993 RI, BusyBeeCleaner’senvironmentalconsultantinstalled
a soil vapor extractionSVE systemat the site in August 1994. The SVE systemoperatedfrom August 1994
throughApril 1996. Four soil samplesandonegroundwatersamplewere collectedin April 1996 to evaluatethe
effectivenessoftheSVE system. Laboratoryanalyticalresultsofthesesoil samplesindicatedPCE concentrations
ranging from 0.7 to 210 ppb. Theseresultsarebelow theNYSDEC recommendedsoil cleanupobjectiveof 1,400
ppb for PCE.

In September1996, BusyBee’sconsultantrequestedfrom NCDH that no furtheraction at the sitebe takenbased
on the April 1996 results. At that time,NCDH requiredadditionalsoil andgroundwatersampling. Therefore,in
September1997, four soil samplesand onegroundwatersamplewerecollectedby NCDH andBusyBeeCleaner’s
environmentalconsultant.Laboratoryanalyticalresultsindicatedthat PCEwasdetectedin thesoil at concentrations
rangingfrom 5 to 260,000ppb. In addition, I ,2-dichloroethene19 ppb andPCE 49 ppb weredetectedin the
groundwaterabovetheNYSDEC ambientwaterqualitystandardsandguidancevaluesof 5 ppb for eachcompound.

In June1998, BusyBee Cleaner’senvironmentalconsultantproposedadditional treatmenton-site. The NCDH
rejectedtheproposalindicating that remediationoversighthad beenreferredto theNYSDEC.

In March2001, BusyBee andtheNYSDEC enteredinto a VoluntaryCleanupAgreementto implementa remedial
responseprogram for the site. A remedial investigation work plan was preparedin April 2001 by a new
environmentalconsultantfor BusyBeeCleaners.Commentswereprovidedto theenvironmentalconsultantby the
NYSDEC in October2001. This remedialinvestigationwork planwasneverimplemented.

BusyBeeprepareda secondremedialinvestigativework plan througha newenvironmentalconsultantin July2003.
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CITIZEN PARTICIPATION

To stay informed about activities at the Busy Bee Cleanerssite throughoutthe investigation and remediation
process,you areencouragedto takeadvantageof the site’s documentrepositoriesand contactslisted on this fact
sheet. As documentsaregeneratedduringtheremedialprocess,theywill beaddedto therepositories.Documents
currentlyavailableincludethe July 2003 RemedialInvestigationWork Plan, RemedialInvestigationFact Sheet
datedSeptember2003, and theVoluntaryCleanupAgreementdatedMarch 2001.

DOCUMENT REPOSITORIES

NYSDEC, Region I Office: Public Library:
By Appointment North Merrick Public Library Hours:
Attn: Mr. Bill Fonda 1691 MeadowbrookRoad M-Thurs 10 am - 9 pm
SUNY - Bldg. 40 North Merrick, NY 11566 Fri, Sat 10 am - 6pm
StonyBrook, New York 11790-2356 Phone:516 378-7474 Sun 1 pm - 5 pm
M-F 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM *Sundayshoursbegin in October,closedon Sundaysduring
Phone: 631 444-0350 the SummerMaterialscan be foundat theReferenceDesk

I CONTACT LIST I
EnvironmentalConcerns:
Mrs. Nancy Gany,projectmanager
NYSDEC
Division of EnvironmentalRemediation
625 Broadway,I 1th Floor
Albany, NY 12233-7015
Phone: 518 402-9621

BusyBee
Cleanerssite
locationmap

Health-Related Concerns:
Mrs. JacquelynNealon
NYSDOH
FlaniganSquare,547 River Street
Troy,NY 12180-2216
Phone: 518 402-7880or
1-800-458-1158ext. 27880
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