




















FIGURE

PROPOSED INVESTIGATION LOCATIONS

NATIONAL GRID
WATERTOWN (ANTHONY STREET) FORMER MGP SITE

REMEDIAL INVESTIGATION WORK PLAN
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MEMO 

To: 

Steven Stucker (National Grid) 

Copies: 

File 

From:  

Scott Powlin  

Date: ARCADIS BBL Project No.: 

September 21, 2007 B0036638 #2.01 

Subject:  

Observations of Black River Gorge Area – August 28, 2007 
Anthony Street Non-Owned former MGP site, J.B. Wise Place, Watertown, New York 

This memorandum provides a record of observations made and information learned during an August 28, 
2007 field visit to the Black River gorge area located approximately 600 feet northeast of the Anthony 
Street former MGP site. The purpose of the visit was to access the river gorge area and observe whether 
potential MGP-related residuals are present in the river gorge near the site. The attached figure shows the 
Black River gorge area in relation to the site. Photographs are also attached to the memorandum to show 
several features observed during the visit. 

Mr. Steve Stucker (National Grid) and Mr. Scott Powlin (ARCADIS BBL) conducted the visit on August 28, 
2007. A guide service operated by Mr. Alex Atchie, called “The Lonely Angler”, was contracted to help Mr. 
Stucker and Mr. Powlin safely access the areas of the gorge near the site. Mr. Atchie has lived in the 
Watertown area his entire life and has provided guide services along the Black River for tens of years. Mr. 
Atchie has wealth of knowledge pertaining to the history of the Black River. 

Mr. Atchie provided a boat to maneuver up through the gorge area. The boat was launched near the 
gazebo at the Veteran’s Memorial Walkway located along the southwest edge of the river gorge. Mr. 
Atchie guided Mr. Stucker and Mr. Powlin up river from this location, stopping at numerous locations along 
the way to allow for observations of the various features/structures located in the river gorge. The guided 
tour ended approximately 300 feet downriver from the waterfalls at the hydroelectric-plant dam. Based on 
the river gauging and flow provided on the USGS’ Water Resources website1 for the river gauge located at 
Vanduzee Street (approximately 1 mile down river from the gorge area), the river flow at the time of the 
visit was approximately 1,230 cubic feet per second. 

                     

1 http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/uv?04260500 

ARCADIS of New York, Inc. 

6723 Towpath Road 

P.O. Box 66 

Syracuse 

New York 13214-0066 

Tel 315.446.9120 

Fax 315.446.8053 
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No evidence of potential MGP-related materials was observed in the river or along the banks of the river 
during the visit; however, the following observations were made: 

• A large island of smelt-waste (“slag island”) was observed in the middle of the river gorge (see 
attached figure). The smelt waste appeared to be slag-like with various forms of imbedded metal and 
other debris (bricks, concrete, stone, rock, glass; see attached photos). The slag that formed the 
island is flat (pancake-like), approximately one to three feet in thickness, and lies directly on the 
bedrock surface. The dimensions of the island are approximately 100 to 200 feet long (in the direction 
of river flow) by approximately 50 to 100 feet wide. 

This slag island was first observed at a distance (from the Veteran’s Memorial Walkway) by National 
Grid and NYSDEC (Mr. Bill Ports and Mr. Charlie Post) during a July 3, 2007 site visit. From the 
walkway, the material comprising the slag island appeared to possibly resemble coal tar. This 
observation was the primary reason for the August 28 visit through the gorge. The August 28 visit 
confirmed that the material was a smelting waste product. Mr. Atchie confirmed that a smelting plant 
existed upriver from the smelt island. The smelting plant apparently existed on Bebe Island (attached 
figure). Additional sporadic deposits of the smelt waste were observed in the river and along the bank 
of the river upriver from the slag island. A large deposit of smelt waste was observed on the bank of 
Bebe Island which is located approximately 700 to 800 feet upriver from the slag island. Here, the slag 
material covers the bank of the river from the top of the bank down into the water (see attached 
photos). This location appears to be the apparent source of the smelt waste. 

• An aboveground tank was observed at the top of the bank near the location of the apparent former 
smelting plant on Bebe Island. A garden hose was observed to be attached to the bottom of the tank 
and extending down the river bank toward the river. Nothing was observed to be discharging from the 
hose during the visit. A picture of the tank is attached. 

• Piping and other garden hoses were also observed along the river bank at several locations extending 
from the bank toward the river. No fluids were observed to be discharging from these pipes/hoses 
during the visit. 

• Apparent roofing tar like material was observed at several locations on the riverbank, along both sides 
of the river. 

• Various sorts of general refuse were observed in the river and along the river bank. Several sewer 
outfalls were also observed with various kinds of trash located at the end of the sewer pipes. 

• An apparent cave was observed along the riverbank, a few feet above the river level. Mr. Atchie 
mentioned that vagrants frequently use the cave as shelter. The cave was located near the launch 
point adjacent to the gazebo and approximately 1,500 feet downriver from the former MGP site. 
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Based on the observations made during the visit in the gorge, it is apparent that this portion of the 
river/riverbank system receives various sorts of wastes, trash, and potentially hazardous fluids due to 
dumping or direct discharge into the river; however, obvious impacts potentially associated with the 
Anthony Street former MGP (now located on J.B. Wise Place) were not observed in the gorge area. 

SAP/plf 
Attachments 
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Photograph of slag island, looking northwest.
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Close photograph of slag Island, looking northwest.
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Close-up picture of slag material. Notice imbedded debris.
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Close-up picture of slag material.
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Photograph of potential source area of smelt waste on 
Bebe Island. Pile of smelt waste extends from the top of 
the bank to the river.
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Photograph of bedrock joint along Black River bank of 
Bebe Island. Notice metal pipes near top of bank.
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Photograph of bedrock joint along Black River bank of 
Bebe Island. Notice tank on land surface, garden hose 
not visible in picture. Also notice apparent roofing tar 
spilled on bank.
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