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Report Recommends Cleanup of Contamination; Cleanup
Proposed for Brownfield Site Contamination;

Public Comment Period Announced

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC), in consultation with the
New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH), is reviewing the Remedial Investigation Report (RIR)
and the proposed remedy to address contamination related to the Archer Ave Auto Repair and Coal
Yard Site (“site”) located at 163-25 Archer Avenue, Jamaica, Queens County. The public is invited to
comment on a proposed remedy. Please see the map for the site location. Based on the findings of the
investigation, NYSDEC in consultation with the NYSDOH has determined that the site does not pose a
significant threat to public health or the environment.

How to Comment

NYSDEC is accepting written comments about the proposed plan, called a “Draft Remedial Action
Work Plan (RAWP)” for 45 days, from November 5 through December 22, 2025.

o Access the RIR, RAWP, and other project documents online through the DECinfo Locator:
https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/data/DecDocs/C241283/.

o Documents also are available at the location(s) identified under “Where to Find Information”.

e Please submit comments to the NYSDEC project manager listed under Project-Related
Questions in the “Contact Information” area.

Draft Remedial Investigation Report and Draft Remedial Action Work Plan
The proposed Track 1 Unrestricted Use remedy plan consists of:
¢ Removing Underground Storage Tanks, if encountered;
Excavation and off-site disposal of approximately 13,000 cubic yards of contaminated soil;
e Collecting and analyzing post-cleanup soil, groundwater, and soil vapor samples to evaluate the
effectiveness of the cleanup;
e If post-cleanup soil vapor samples indicate continued soil vapor concerns, then a Sub-Slab
Depressurization System will be installed in the proposed building;
¢ Importing clean material that meets the established Soil Cleanup Objectives for use as backfill;
¢ Implementing a Health and Safety Plan and Community Air Monitoring Plan during all ground
intrusive activities;
e If an Unrestricted Use cleanup is not achieved, implementation of a Site Management Plan
would also be required for long term maintenance of the remedial systems; and
e If an Unrestricted Use cleanup is not achieved, recording of an Environmental Easement to
ensure proper use of the site may be necessary.

For more information, or to sign up for email updates from NYSDEC, visit dec.ny.gov


https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/data/DecDocs/C241283/

The proposed cleanup plan was developed by Archer Towers Development LLC (“applicant”) after
performing a detailed investigation of the site under New York's Brownfield Cleanup Program (BCP).

Next Steps

NYSDEC will consider public comments, revise the remedy plan as necessary, and issue a final
Decision Document. NYSDOH must concur with the proposed cleanup. After approval, the proposed
cleanup becomes the selected cleanup. The applicant may then design and perform the cleanup action
to address the site contamination, with oversight by NYSDEC and NYSDOH.

NYSDEC will keep the public informed throughout the investigation and cleanup of the site.
Site Description

The 0.853-acre site is located in the Jamaica neighborhood of Queens and is bounded to the north by
mixed-use commercial properties followed by Jamaica Avenue, to the east by a vacant lot followed by a
three-story parking structure, to the south by Archer Avenue followed by elevated Long Island Railroad
lines, and to the west by a residential apartment followed by Guy R. Brewer Boulevard. The site
consists of a single vacant fenced-in lot. Historical uses of the site included a coal and lumber yard, bus
terminal with lubritorium, gasoline filling station with automotive repair, painting operations, and an 8-
story parking garage.

The proposed development is consistent with the current surrounding land uses and in compliance with
the established zoning for the lots and the surrounding area.

The proposed redevelopment includes construction of a new multi-story residential apartment building
with an affordable housing component, containing ground floor retail space and a basement level
parking garage covering approximately 75% of the site area.

Additional site details, including environmental and health assessment summaries, are available on
NYSDEC's Environmental Site Remediation Database (by entering the site ID, C241283) at:

https://appfactory.dec.ny.gov/IDERExternalSearch/ERDSearch

Summary of the Investigation

The primary contaminants of concern at the site are metals, pesticides, and polychlorinated biphenyls
in soil, and chlorinated volatile organic compounds in groundwater and soil vapor.

Brownfield Cleanup Program

New York's Brownfield Cleanup Program (BCP) encourages the voluntary cleanup of contaminated
properties known as "brownfields" so that they can be reused and redeveloped. These uses may
include recreation, housing, business or other uses. A brownfield site is any real property where a
contaminant is present at levels exceeding the soil cleanup objectives or other health-based or
environmental standards, criteria or guidance adopted by the NYSDEC that are applicable based on
the reasonably anticipated use of the property, in accordance with applicable regulations.

For more information about the BCP, visit:

https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/site-cleanup/brownfield-and-state-superfund-
programs/brownfield
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Stay Informed with DEC Delivers

We encourage you to share this fact sheet with neighbors and tenants, and/or post this fact
sheet in a prominent area of your building for others to see.

Sign up to receive site updates by email:

https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/site-cleanup/regional-remediation-project-
information/environmental-cleanup-email-newsletters

Note: Please disregard if you already have signed up and received this fact sheet electronically.

DECinfo Locator

Interactive map to access NYSDEC documents and public data about the environmental quality of
specific sites: https://dec.ny.gov/maps/interactive-maps/decinfo-locator

CONTACT INFORMATION

Project-Related Questions

Shawn Roberts, Project Manager

NYSDEC, Division of Environmental Remediation
625 Broadway

Albany, NY 12233-7016

p: (518) 402-9799

shawn.roberts@dec.ny.gov

Project-Related Health Questions

Aaron Keegan

NYSDOH, Bureau of Environmental Exposure and Investigation
Empire State Plaza, Corning Tower Rm 1787

Albany, NY 12237

p: (518) 402-1943

beei@health.ny.gov

WHERE TO FIND INFORMATION

Access project documents through the DECinfo Locator and at these location(s):
https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/data/DecDocs/C241283/

Queens Public Library - Central Library
89-11 Merrick Boulevard

Jamaica, NY 11432

(718) 990-0700

Queens Community Board 12
90-28 161% Street

Jamaica, NY 11432

(718) 658-3308
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Translation Available. Don’t see your language? Ask!

To request to have this document translated into your preferred language, please contact the

English person below. There is no charge for the translation.
Espafiol Para solicitar la traduccion de este documento al idioma que prefiera, comuniquese con la
Spanish persona que aparece abajo. La traduccién es gratis.
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Simplified Chinese
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Pycckui YToObl 3anpocuTb NepeBo 3TOro JOKyMeHTa Ha NpeanoynTaeMbiii BamMu A3blK, NoXanymncra,
Russian CBSKUTECH C yKa3aHHbIM HWxXe nuuom. MNepesog npegocraenaeTtcs becnnartHo.
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Kreyol Ayisyen
Haitian Creole

Pou w fé demann tradiksyon dokiman sa a nan lang ou prefere a, tanpri kontakte moun ki anba
a. Ou p ap peye pou tradiksyon an.

Italiano Per richiedere la traduzione di questo documento nella tua lingua preferita, contatta la persona
Italian indicata qui sotto. La traduzione non prevede costi aggiuntivi.
aﬁﬂ‘ . arew Z - - - . . - [ - ER T o e . - -
Arabic Al 50 5 Ulas daa il ilaaa A .‘;Ld\ oad il Jlat¥l o) dliasall @liad 1) arial 128 das i allal
Polski Aby poprosi¢ o przettumaczenie tego dokumentu na preferowany jezyk, skontaktuj sie z osobg
Polish wskazang ponizej. Tlumaczenie nie jest odptatne.
Francais Veuillez contacter la personne mentionnée ci-dessous afin de procéder a votre demande de
French traduction de document pour votre langage de préférence. La traduction est gratuite.
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