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1318 Niagara Street Site 
Environmental Restoration Program
Site No. E915213 
Buffalo, Erie County  July 2025
 

Notice of Availability: Explanation of Significant 
Difference 
The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) has issued the Explanation 
of Significant Difference (ESD), and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has issued a 
Draft approval of a polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB) cleanup plan for the 1318 Niagara Street site (“site”). 
Final approval of the cleanup plan will not be issued until the comment period has ended and 
comments have been considered. The Site is located at 1318 Niagara Street, Buffalo, Erie County. 
Please see the map for the site location. 

NYSDEC will hold a public comment period on the ESD and cleanup plan for 30 days, beginning on 
July 10th, 2025 and ending on August 9th, 2025. NYSDEC, in consultation with EPA, will consider any 
comments submitted during the comment period before making a final decision. If EPA issues an 
approval, NYS DEC and the City of Buffalo must subsequently accept the approval in writing, and site 
redevelopment can proceed accordingly.  

The ESD presents changes to the cleanup plan selected in the 2014 Record of Decision (ROD) to 
address contamination related to the site and describes why the changes were made. The remediation 
has already occurred under the implementation of several Interim Remediation Measures (IRMs) and 
no further action is required. 

The ESD presents minor changes to the cleanup plan selected in the 2014 Record of Decision (ROD) 
to address contamination related to the site and why the changes were made. 

How to Access
• The ESD (Explanation of Significant Difference, Site Cleanup Plan, as well as other project

documents, can be accessed through: The DECinfo Locator:
https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/data/DecDocs/E915213/

• Documents also are available at the location(s) identified under “Where to find information.”

Explanation of Significant Difference 
NYSDEC issues an ESD if a change is significant to remedial decision but not fundamental. There is no 
fundamental change from the original remedy selected in the 2014 ROD (which was essentially 
excavation and placement a site cover), however, more contaminated material was removed than 
originally predicted, and the depth of cover was increased. These beneficial changes maintain a greater 
level of protection of public health and the environment than the original remedy provided. The following 
is a summary of the cleanup plan described in the ROD, including the ESD modifications: 

• A remedial design program has been implemented to provide the details necessary for the
construction, operation, optimization, maintenance, and monitoring of the remedial program.
Green remediation principles and techniques will be implemented to the extent feasible in the
design, implementation, and site management of the remedy as per DER-31.

• Excavation and off-site disposal of contaminated soils above 1 ppm, where technically feasible.
• Soil cover of at least 2 feet over the site.
• Development of a Site Management Plan (SMP) for long-term management of remaining

contamination as required by the Environmental Easement, including plans for: (1) Institutional

https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/data/DecDocs/E915213/
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and Engineering Controls (IC/ECs); (2) monitoring; (3) operation and maintenance; and (4) 
reporting. 

• Recording of an Environmental Easement to control future land use and to prevent future 
exposure to any contamination remaining at the site. 

 
Site Description 
The Site is located in Buffalo, NY, at the intersection of Niagara Street and Lafayette Avenue. The Site 
is approximately 0.77 acres in size and is currently a vacant lot covered by well-established grasses 
and uniformly graded to promote drainage. 
 
The Site previously contained industrial structures, which were demolished in 2006. Several IRMs have 
been conducted at the Site in 2007 and 2013 that have resulted in the removal of contamination at the 
site. In 2019, remedial action occurred that has established a vegetated soil cover over the Site.  
The Site is bounded by a fence to the north, a building at 1314 Niagara Street to the south, Niagara 
Street to the east, and a fence and CSX Railroad to the west.  
 
The Site is owned by the City of Buffalo, is currently inactive and zoned for commercial use. The Site 
was used as a brewery from 1909 to 1987. From 1987 to 2004, the Site was utilized by private owners 
for unknown purposes. In 2004 the City of Buffalo obtained the property through tax foreclosure. 
Following the demolition of the Site buildings May 2006 a former furnace was discovered in the 
northwest corner of the Site in January 2007. The furnace contained sludge containing PCBs (23,700 
ppm). TCLP results of the sludge showed detectable (but non-hazardous) levels of volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs), semi-volatile organic compounds (SVOCs) and barium. The furnace, sludge, and 
residual oil were subsequently removed and properly disposed. While underground storage tanks and 
associated piping were being removed it was found that one of the USTs had leaked impacting the 
surrounding soil. 
 
 
Summary of the Investigation 
 
The primary contaminants of concern are PCBs. The Remedial Investigations were conducted at the 
site in 2009. Two IRMs have been completed at the site. Following the issuance of the ROD in 2014, 
Remedial action took place removed PCBs exceeding 1 PPM to allow for the beneficial reuse of the 
parcel by the City of Buffalo.  

Additional site details, including environmental and health assessment summaries, are available on 
NYSDEC's Environmental Site Remediation Database (by entering the site ID, E915213) at: 
https://appfactory.dec.ny.gov/DERExternalSearch/ERDSearch  
 

Environmental Restoration Program 
New York's Environmental Restoration Program (ERP) reimburses municipalities for their costs to 
investigate and clean up municipally owned contaminated properties. Once cleaned up, the properties 
may be redeveloped for commercial, industrial, residential or public use. 
 
For more information about the ERP, visit: 
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/site-cleanup/brownfield-and-state-superfund-
programs/environmental-restoration-program 

                                                                                                                                                        

https://appfactory.dec.ny.gov/DERExternalSearch/ERDSearch
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/site-cleanup/brownfield-and-state-superfund-programs/environmental-restoration-program
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/site-cleanup/brownfield-and-state-superfund-programs/environmental-restoration-program
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Stay Informed with DEC Delivers 
We encourage you to share this fact sheet with neighbors and tenants, and/or post this fact 
sheet in a prominent area of your building for others to see. 
 
Sign up to receive site updates by email: 
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/site-cleanup/regional-remediation-project-
information/environmental-cleanup-email-newsletters  
Note: Please disregard if you already have signed up and received this fact sheet electronically. 

DECinfo Locator  
Interactive map to access DEC documents and public data about the environmental quality of specific 
sites: https://dec.ny.gov/maps/interactive-maps/decinfo-locator  
 

 CONTACT INFORMATION    
Project-Related Questions 
Elyse DuBois, Project Manager 
NYSDEC, Division of Environmental Remediation 
 
625 Broadway Albany NY, 12233 
(518) 402-0031 
elyse.dubois@dec.ny.gov  
 
Project-Related Health Questions 
Stephen Lawrence 
NYSDOH, Bureau of Environmental Exposure and Investigation 
 
Corning Tower, Room 1787 
Albany, NY 12237 
(518) 402-0450 
beei@health.ny.gov 

 WHERE TO FIND INFORMATION    
Access project documents through the DECinfo Locator and at these location(s): 
https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/data/DecDocs/E915213/ 
 
City of Buffalo Public Library 
1 Lafayette Square 
Buffalo, NY 14203 
(706)-858-8900 
Call for hours 
 

 

 

 
 

https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/site-cleanup/regional-remediation-project-information/environmental-cleanup-email-newsletters
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/site-cleanup/regional-remediation-project-information/environmental-cleanup-email-newsletters
https://dec.ny.gov/maps/interactive-maps/decinfo-locator
mailto:elyse.dubois@dec.ny.gov
mailto:beei@health.ny.gov
https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/data/DecDocs/E915213/
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Translation Available. Don’t see your language? Ask! 

English 
To request to have this document translated into your preferred language, please contact the 

person below. There is no charge for the translation. 

Español 
Spanish 

Para solicitar la traducción de este documento al idioma que prefiera, comuníquese con la 

persona que aparece abajo. La traducción es gratis. 

简体字 

Simplified Chinese 
如需将此文件翻译成您偏好的语言，请与以下人员联系。翻译服务免费。 

Русский 
Russian 

Чтобы запросить перевод этого документа на предпочитаемый вами язык, пожалуйста, 

свяжитесь с указанным ниже лицом. Перевод предоставляется бесплатно. 

 אידיש
Yiddish 

צו פארלאנגען צו האבן די דאקומענט איבערגעזעצט אין אייער שפראך, ביטע פארבינדט זיך מיט די מענטש  

 .אנגעוויזן אונטן. מען דארף נישט צאלן פארן איבערטייטשן

বাঙালি 
Bengali 

এই নথিটি আপনার পছন্দের ভাষায় অনুবাদ করার অনুন্দরাধ করন্দে, অনুগ্রহ কন্দর নীন্দে উন্দেখ 
করা বযথির সান্দি য াগান্দ াগ করুন। অনুবান্দদর জনয যকান অিথ লাগন্দব না। 

한국어 

Korean 

이 파일을 선호하는 언어로 번역하려면 아래 담당자에게 연락해 주세요. 번역 서비스는

무료입니다. 

Kreyòl Ayisyen 
Haitian Creole 

Pou w fè demann tradiksyon dokiman sa a nan lang ou prefere a, tanpri kontakte moun ki anba 

a. Ou p ap peye pou tradiksyon an.

Italiano 
Italian 

Per richiedere la traduzione di questo documento nella tua lingua preferita, contatta la persona 

indicata qui sotto. La traduzione non prevede costi aggiuntivi. 

 العربية 
Arabic 

لطلب ترجمة هذا المستند إلى لغتك المفضلة، يرُجى الاتصال بالشخص التالي. تقدم خدمات الترجمة مجاناً ودون تكلفة.

Polski 
Polish 

Aby poprosić o przetłumaczenie tego dokumentu na preferowany język, skontaktuj się z osobą 

wskazaną poniżej. Tłumaczenie nie jest odpłatne. 

Français 
French 

Veuillez contacter la personne mentionnée ci-dessous afin de procéder à votre demande de 
traduction de document pour votre langage de préférence. La traduction est gratuite. 

 اردو
Urdu 

کے فرد سے   يلبراہ کرم ذ یے،درخواست کرنے کے ل یکروانے ک یںزبان م یحیترج یکا ترجمہ آپ ک يزاس دستاو

ہے۔ یںچارج نہ  یکوئ   یے۔ اس ترجمہ کے ليںرابطہ کر  

Elyse DuBois | Phone: (518) 402-0031 |  Email: Elyse.DuBois@dec.ny.gov 

http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%E7%AE%80
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%E4%BD%93
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%E5%AD%97
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