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Anolher meetina could be scheduled. oossiblv at a public meeling space and off CWM grounds, to discuss the 1ssue. Caso said.
ardous waste dumps

'mical Waste Management's proposed new landfill was just a hamowing experience. |
mean I love | it here I love the escarpment the river. the lake, lhe villages, the people, the weather. The trouble is. CWM 15 my neighbor.

Wilh neighbors. there are some things you can ignore, ardd some you can't For five hours (and | kefi the secomd sesswon earty), [ sat in the
~ew-Port schodl audiorum and Bstened 1o a [dany of things | can't gnore

In case you missed the meetings, here are a few choice bits. Niagara County Depariment ol Realth maps show elevated rates of prostate
and colorectal cancer in our communilies, in a bullseye pattern cenlered just downwind and downstream of the dump,

A New York State Depariment of Health orter banning any digging en the CWM site, for the sensible reason that plutonium-injected
carcasses from Manhattan project experiments are miscelianeously buried there, was violatadg by CWM for 20 years, until 2004, Cther
“residual” radioactwe contamination on the site includes nuclear reprecessing waste and high activity radioactive waste from atom bomhb
production.

The neanty 3,000 studemts and employee s of Lew-Pori, people who spend farge perlions of ther bves jiterally on the dump's westem bordet
as well as on the fruck route. were nol even considered as a population in the draft scoping document

The document gssures us that the dump is not in a fault zone, dispuling both our own local experis al UB's Earthquake Center and a recent
arlicie in Nalional Geographic likening cur garihgquake risk {o that of Californta, The site is supposedly safely underlainy by solid clay — yet
farmers have been imigating their fields from wells in sand pockets in that clay for the better parl of two centuries.

Many decision-makers — from Porler Town Board members Lo the NYS Department of Erwviranmental Conservationt — have a direcl slake in
CWM's continued operation, creating an ugly potential conflet of interest that immdermines the very permitting and review processes designad
to protect us. Awake aow? | sure am.

According to the U.S. Environmental Protechion Agency, CWM's track record, and common sense, all landfills eveniually eak.

Anyone under the impression that a legacy of wandering PCBs, dicsun and other poisons is good for the economy should have a chat with
our neighbors in Niagara Falls. Have no doubt that for every cent we get from CWM today, aur kids will be paying back a dollar. If they stay
here — and if they don't get sick,

Right now, there is a bill on Governor Pataki's desk — bill A11713 =~ that would prevent the sting of new hazardous waste dumps with
patential to leak into the Great Lakes. That mchudes the new CWM dump

If you care, giwe the governor a calt al (518) 474-8380 and ask him 1o sign it, so we can all breathe a litlle easier.

The CWM situation exemplifies all that is wrong with the way we ireal the [and, the water and our own people. One massive blight on our
landscape, one polluter of our fresh waler, one threal to our health, ane blow to the future prosperity of our towns, ought to be enough,

How can we considar allowing the construglion of ancther?

Robhyn Drake is a resident of Lewiston.
‘e town funds

e et e e e e e - —mee e == ¥iS1ON h@S MOYE FAONEY in its coffers,
ters to the editor

Sometimes good deeds have unintended consequences. It is a good thing that lnucks carrying toxic materials bouad far CWM not stop
enroule. the hast agreement with CWHM requires thal s nat hapoen The fact thal ane truck thal stopped recemily was (ound to bhe leaking
shows the importance of this requirenment

However, some misunderstanding has oecumen in that evidently some truck drivers thought that no trucks were allowed to stop. A pizzeria
on Creek Road has been hurt economically by loss of business. There is absolutely no reguirement that consiruction trucks, trucks bound for
Modem or other ttueks cannot stop for a plaza. in fact, trucks inveolved with CWM can stop alse, as lang as they are not camying toxic
materials. Nobody monitoring the trucks is out to cause trouble for truck drivers with legitimate cargo. They are not chacking on trucks for
anything except {o make sure thal they aren’t stopping with toxics on board,

The attemmpt to protect our children from leaking toxic matenals is nponant, It is also imporlant thal we supporl local busnesses, Perhaps
some of us Can help ine pizzena by giving them some exira patronage .n e weeks ahead

Charles Lamb

Youngstawn
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Members of Residents for Responsible Goyernment joined local elecied oflicials Friday in encouraging Miagara County ressents to attend
next week's meeting of a facility siting board formad to determine the fale of a proposed expansion at Chemical Waste Management's
hazardous waste landfill in Porter.

»f CWh Chemical Services has been rejected by Gov. George Pataki

The bitf, which was spansared by Assembyworman Francine OeiMonte, D-Lewision, ang Senator George Maziarz, R-Newfane, sought 1o
prevent any hazardous waste landtdi froom being permitted that has polential to discharge nlo the Greal Lakes System

In his veto, Pataki said the proposed law was premature since the state Department of Environmental Conservation is currently working on a
statewide siling plan.

The plan is intended to put forth comprehensive guidelines 1o ensura hazardous waste sites are distributed in an equilable manner across
New York,

Palak: also said these were “sariaus flaws™ n the language of the proposed legiskation.

The law, M passed. would have precluded ihe siing of hazardous waslie landfills in more than half of the state, much of which only has a
remote associalion wilh the Great Lakes, Pataki said.

This legislation may have constitutional issues. as well as result in similar l2gisfation that wiuld ban the disposal of New Yark wastes outside
af the state

State DEC officialg also believe the bill would “inappropriately circumvant the long-esiablished process for regulating such facilities,”
according 1o the veto

in a statemen! issued Thursday, CWM D:sirict Manager Richard Slurges saud 1he legislation would have done nothmg 10 help ihe state meet
its goals ot toxic relsase reduclion.

*{The proposal) was significantly flawed boih legally and enviranmentally,” Sturges said. “i would have added no meamngful proteclions to
the stringent standards already in place in New York."

Sturges said he believes the new law would have increased the costs of brawmifield and superfund cleanups in the slate.

Maziarz, n a statement reteased Thursday. said he had done everything in bis power 1o inform the governors about the ments and necessdy
ot the aw,

“While | am disappeinied, | am also baffled al the governor's logic His veto message argues thal a state-wide hazardous waste siting plan
should bee in place before this bill's provisions ¢an be considered,” Maziarz said.

“However, a law passed in 1987 required the creation of such a plan wilhin six marths. it's now 2006, and no plan has been adopted. How
long are we supposed 10 wait?”

DelMante said Thursday she was surprised by Pataki's action.

She said she believes indusiry in New York stale has very litile need for hazardous wasie lanafthing services prowvidéd by CWM,
Waste that does require landfilling at a hazardous waste facility could easily be disposed of elsewhere, DelMonte said.

She plans to meet with concerned citizens soon to discuss their next step.

Lewiston resident Tim Henderson said he believes the veto indicates Pataki has tumed his back on Western New York and all other
communilies connacted to the Great Lakes and which use i far dnnking water.

Gary Cathin a Town of Lewistan resident. ,$ the owner of To-C, in¢. Catin’s company bwif séveral of the iandhlis on the site whea i was
owned by Chem-Trol, prior to CWH's ownership.

He said he thanks 1he governor for his veto, adding that CWM provides necessary services.
Caltlin also pointed to the area's curreni econamic conditions, saying CWM does could provide quality jobs in the future

April Fideli, acling president of Residents for Responsible Government, a logal citizens group. said members of her organization are
disappoirtted with the veto, but will continue 1o fight against landhll expansion.

She expressed frustration wilh siale officuals who she bebeves don't have the good of the pubic 1n mind.

Fideti pointed to a 1972 and 1974 order 1ssued by the state Depariment ef Heaith which prohibited the disturbance of seil on part of the areas
where hazardous waste landfilling has been eccurring since the 1870,

“If the siting plan would have been in place to begin with and all the laws that are on record that would have bean followed there wouldn't
even be a CWM." she said. "How can we have faith in a system when all it does is slap us in the face?"

Mike McCabe, a Town of Porler resident. said he was pleased to hear of the governor's velg,
He said he belieyes the CWM facitity is state-of-the-art and piovides a necessary service.
Amy Witryol, of Lewiston. has been one of the residents leading the cammunity resistance to CWM expansion.

She said she hopes the state Legislature can override the veta.
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“We ook forward to 1,” Witryol said.
The bill passed bolh houses of the state Legislature in June, and was transferred to Pataki's office on Aug. 4.

CWM's nermit aoelication fo the state DEC has vel to be deemed “complete,” and must be 56 hefore the parmit process could move forward.
protect water quality

Qpponents of landfill expansion at CYWM Chemical Services nwn uis wiuwn 2 uesnif.

A proposed new law has been introduced 0 bath houses of the state legislature that would limil the siting of a waste dispasal fagility around
the Graal Lakes

But with one week left i1 this legislative session, both lawmakers end concerned residents realize time is of the essence

Bills introduced by Assemblywoman Francine DelMonte, D-Lewiston, and State Sen. George Maziarz, R-Newfane, would amend state
environmental conservation law to prohibat [ocating a waste disposal site in a place that has the potential to discharge into the Great Lakes
systemn.

Siting would be allowed, however, if the company can prove there 1s no potential for the release of toxic subsiances from their propery.

Amy W¥itryot. 2 Lewrston resident who has iad the chamge on hazardous waste issues, said the bill must be passed now o order to be
efieawe. Ctherwise, the state oould rule on CWM s Lates! landf applicalion withoul the obligation atlathed.

“It is an embarrassment for New York to add la its imporlalion of PCB waste from all over the United States for permanent burial kwo miles
from the Greal Lakes . . while the agencias fell us landfills eventually leak,” Witryo! said. “This bill is the only way to pravent the addition of
inevitable PCB and toxic discharges, which 1§ precisely what New York's Great Lakes agreaments state”

Witryol said the new law would fix a discrepancy between cumment state law and the 1978 Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement signed by
the United States and Canada.

The agreement calls for the “subsiantal eirrinalon” of persistent {onc substances inlo the Greal Lakes sysiem.
CWM annually discharges about 20 million gallons of treated water into the Niagara River.

Al a recent Porler Tawn Board meeting, CYM Districd Manager Richard Sturges said tests by his company show that water released in the
Niagara River |$ glaaner than water already in Lake Erie, Lake Onfario and the Niagara River

In 2001, the state Depariment of Environmenlal Conservation found CWH in violation of regulations for discharges of PCEs, a suspeciled
carcinogen whose praduclion was banned (n the United Stales in the late 1970s.

Hiegat ipvels of discharge were 2iso Tound 10 2003 and 2004

The contaminanis were released into local thbutaries of Four Mile and Twelve Mile creeks, which eventually flow into Lake Qntario.

CYWM officiats disputed some of the results, aliribuling some 1o lab &rror and others to tightar regulations.

Should the law pass the legislature and be signed into law by the govemor, the legislation's supparlers believe that will put an end to the
proposed expansion of CWM, the Northeast's only aclive hazardous waste facility, and releve a burden placed on erea residents for hosting

the facihty.

Local commuaities have already oflered suppon for the legisiation. Resofulions asking 1he stale to amend the law were passed in the Village
of Youngstown. the Village of Lewision. the Town of Lewiston and by the Miagara County Legislaiure.

Leaders in the Town of Porter are prohibited from opposing activities at CYWM under a Host Community Agreement wdh the company.

CWM, which is running out of room in the present landfill on its Balmer Road properly, has applied for permits from the state to creale a new
landfill, known as Residuals Management Unit-2, or RMU-2,

The new law would apply to landfills that impon waste from ofi-site Sources afher than the disposat company itself. Wilryol said.
Neither DelMonle nor a represeniative from Maziarz's office cowld specity if and when the il could come to the floor for a vote.
This situation is not the first time the state legistature considered a law that would impact CYWHM this Iate in its session

Last year, the legisialure passed a faw that would force the DEC o complete a reporl guaranieeing equitable distribution of waste facilities
across the slate,

Gov. George Pataki eventually signed the bill inte faw in July, bul the OEC has yet io comply wilh it.

landfill bad for business

indfills like the one found in the Town of Porter are bad for local business,
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Memoers of the Niagara County Legislature on Tuesday approved a resolulion ppposing expansion of hazardous wasie landfills like CWM
Chemical Services. arguing that such facibties are “contrary and damaging” to local economic development efforts

The measure is the latest laken by county lawmakers who have previously expressed formsl oppesition to CWM's plan to expand its landfill
operation. It atse marks a bit of a departure from earlier opposition afforls in that it learly 1Wdentifies hazardous waste landfills as having
“adverse eflecls onh real estate values” and a$ being “detarrents to other safer and more sustainable types of economic investiment and
development.”

“The caunty’s position is and always has bean one of proteclionism and assurance that the peopke who tive in Niagara County will be
orotecied,” said Legmtaios Chyde Burmastar, R-Ransomwilie, who to-sponsofed the measure wih Legisiater john Ceretio, R-Lewiston

Copies of the resolution will be passed along 10 Gov. David Palersen, siate lawmakers and Pefer Grannis. commissioner of the state
Department of Environmental Canservation. i comes as representatives from the DEC are prepanng to hold a senes of public hearings on a
stalewide hazardous waste siting plan which will uitimately serve ag the guideline for hazarduus waste operations in Mew York. CWM is
seeking permission from the state far an expansion of its 710-acre Balmer Road site. The propased expansian cannot move forward until the
siting plan is finalizad.

Amy Whiryol, a Lewision resident who opposes CWM's expansion effors, lauded counly lawmakers fer putling in wrilng its belief that the
{acifity has an adverse impadl on the local economy.

She said the county's decision comes al a time when representalives from the New York Power Authority are considering an exiension to
CWM's low-cost power allocation. Witryol argues the landfill, which has received low-cost power from the authonly since 1999, doesn't
deserve it because it does not meet the job creation requirements under the state’s [ow-cosi power incentive program.

“l wonld eadainly like to sea That low.enst oowar re-gliocated to ong of your economic development prionties,” Witryol told legisiators.
aring, same review

A secand round of comments from Niagars County residel. prwmwwaw wnw o eoWS for @ proposed statewide hazardoys waste siting plan.

And this lime, the residents wha believe the state has wrongfully concluded that New York's hazardous waste disposal facilities are equally
distribaied were ined in their fight by 2 contmgent of focal elecied officiats.

“Cine Love Canal is enough for Western New York,” said Village of Lewiston Mayor Richard Soluri. one of seven area politicians who
altended a hearng at Lewiston-Perter Senier High School to speak out against the current draft of the state’s Hazardous Facildy Siting Plan.

More than 200 people gathered in the scheel's auditorium fof the second iocal public hearing on the current draft siling plan. The meeting
came a day affer a similar hearing in Niagara Falls in which the majority of speakers criticized representatives from the state Department of
Environmental Canservation for producing what lhey believe is another subpar hazardous waste planning document.

While roughly 40 Chemical Waste Management employees attended the meeting as a show of suppart for the siing plan that may utlimately
decikde thie future of their facdity m fhe Town of Porler, andfil opponents accoumed jor ihe majonty of the crowd and weren L shy when o
came to voicing their displeasure abou the plan, the DEC and the smount of hazardous wasie being trucked through Thesr commumty,

“We refuse to be the nation's dumping ground any lenger,” said April Fideli, president of Residents for Responsible Govemment, a Lewislon-
based non-profit group that has been fighting expansion of the CWM landfill for years.

The siting plan is beng developed by the DEC in an efforl to comply wilh a 1987 state law that called for the creation of a plan to guide
hazardous wasle disposal operations in New York Thursday's hearing focused on the currént version of the siting plan draft, the DEC's fifth
attempl. Approval of the siting plan is needed in order for CWM 1a pursue the expansion of its landfill in Porler

Several aitics m altendanca amented the facl they were forced 1o attend similar hearings several umes before over 1he course of several
years and yel the DEC has not been abie 1o complele an adequale shing plan. Some said ihey were perplexed as io why the DEC couldn’t
understand ther main concerns, including the documented incidences of cancer and other ilinesses in the communily near the fandfill
oporation and the potential negative impact of hazardous waste on ihe surrounding enviranment, including the Niagara River and Lake
COintanio. A few msidents questioned CWM's compliance record with slate guidelines for hazardous wasie aperations and ihe DEC's ability
and willingness to enforce viplations.

"We hope someday CWM will be held to an even cigger standard — the law,” said Amy Witryal, a Lewiston resident and member of the
Community Advisory Board for CWM.

Jane Richardson, who has fived in the Town of Poner since 1937. supgested the DEC's "dismal” record of performance on the waste sding
tesiie should make them a prime targel lor ghmination as Gov. Dawvio Palersen and state lawmakers make budget cuts to address a mounting
defigit,

“I think that's whal they refer to as job security,” Richardson said of the agency's inability 1o produce a satisfaclory siling plan. “You know,
you write one up and it's a dismal failure. ihan you can do il over and over again and your job |s safe.”

Concerns abou! the smng plan and the DEC were shared by |ocal political leaders.

Stare Assemblywoman Francie DeiMonte, D-Lewislon, called the cument version of the siting plan an “improvement, but sid an encrmous
disappomtment.”

State Sen. George Maziarz, R-Newlane, called the plan “fatally flawed” and 1ok extra time at the podium to single out ene individual for his
involvement in ils development: DEC Commussioner Peter Grannis Maziarz said the draft siting plan was more like a plan by Grannis to

59



NYSDEC OHMS Document No. 201469232-00113

aliow CYWM lo continue operating as the stale’s primary aumping facifty. Uthimanely. Maziarz sawd, it is Grannis who will decrde whether the
siting plan moves forwara and, therefore, it 1s Grannis who should be held responsible by concemed Niagara County cilizens.

“It's unconscionable and it's wrong,” Maziarz said. “YWe've had enough and we're not going 1o 1ake it anymore.”

Cancer survivor and County Legislature Vice Chairman Clyde Burmaster, R-Ransomvilie, described living on Parker Road in the Town of
Porter, an area known in the neighbarhood as the “cancer cluster.” Burmaster tald how he lost a sister-in-law to cancer and several other
neighbors and inends over the years He believes ridding the comrmuaity of its hazardous waste landfill would not only improve the area, but
atsg perhaps save a few lives.

“l am here tonighi to do whatever it lakes to protect the heallh of my family. my friends and my neighbors,” Burmaster said. “Yes, even fo the
poinl where | would have to get down on my knees and beg youw, DEC, for my life.”

DEC oficials also heard frarn CWM employees and a representative from a local trucking firm who said they supporied the siting plan as
wrilten and were against any planning decument that might inhibit the continued operation of the Porter landfill.

Ken Ventry. a 10 year employee of CYWM., address the crowd on behalf of the company’s 80 local employees, about 40 of whom altended Lhe
meeting and stood during his comments Ventry said the site is safe and essential to brownfields cleanup projecls and businesses in New
York that are mvolved in such work

“We are proud 1o work al CWM,” Venlry said.

Geoffrey Naughtaon, who is about to enter lis 3151 year on the job at CWM, echoed Ventry's comments, saying if the facility wasn't safe he
wouldn't have stayed as long.

“| can attest to the safely of this site,” he said.

Jonathan Price, a representative from Price Trucking, a frequent carner of waste materals for CWM, encouraged people to consider the
impaci CWM's closure would have on bus.nasses thal deat with the facitly, ncluding hs own

“Letling CWM move out of this space doesnt just affect CWM,” he said.

Town of Lewiston Supervisor Fred Newlin 8aid he understocd the concerns of CWM workers, but argued that the county should be looking lo
produce jobs in other, less environmentally challenging industries, such as environmental eleanup. He encouraged everyone to begin asking
ihe question of what it is the community wanted for is future — a landfill or something more,

“It's about time Ihings start to change and | think that time has come now,” Newlin saud.

Thursday's hearing was fhe 1as! of 1en heid by the DEG across the stale. Comments made during the meeting will be considered as agency
officials revise 1he current draft sitmg ptan Ancther round of public heanngs is scheduled for nexd year, The DEC hopes 1o have a finalized

version of the siding document completed and presented for approval by the state Legisiature and the governer after the second round of
hearings.

ious waste storage expansion needed in state

e+ v e s e r e e e 2Nvation has oullined ds guidelines far the disposatand treatment of hazardous
wasles in Mew York state wrlh me wmptetm of #s Hazamlous Yvaste F acility Siting Plan on Wednesday.

Maziarz

George Maziarz on Fnday took the incumbent lawmaker to task for his stance on the final
version of New York's hazardous waste facility siting plan and his position on the potential mpact the plan will have on the proposed
avnanzinn in CAVWWA' s landfill in the Town it RPorler,

iles up to PCB shipment

- % i1 '+ 1s . (<
Lecal officials think otherwise.

The decision by the state Depanment of Environmental Conservation to ship about 75,000 tons of toxic PCB waste from a cleanup site in
Warren County 1o CWM Chemical Services gained more opposition Monday.

Both the Parter Town Board and Assemblywoman Francine DelMante weighed in with their concems on the plan, ingluding the sheer size of
the shipment and the ncreased truck traffic it would bring near local hames and the Lewiston Paner School District campus on Creek Road

“Why shou'd ive Town of Porter be the only dumping site for PCHS, especialiy contaminated PCBs, from this deanup™” asked Town
Supenasor Merlon Wiepert at a Monday meehng where the Town Board voled unammousty lo back the opinion of Siate Sen, George
Maziarz. R-Newfane. On Friday, Maziarz delivered a letter to DEC Commmissioner Pete Granmis opposing the decision and saying he plans 1o
seek “every remedy possible to prevent it *

Wiepert also invited Grannis to visit Portar 19 view the possible affagt of more thuck traffic locally and fo view first-hand the neamess of CWM
to the Niagara River and Lake Ontario. He said the shipment of PCBs now could set a dangarous precedent if a proposed dredging of a
section of the norihen Hudson River for PCAs is ever set in motion

The cieanup site i$ at the former General Electric salvage yard in the Town of Queensbury Wrepert said fhe abiily to ceanup the waste
exists 3t the aclual sde, but because the tos! of public bids from contraciors was teo high. the DEC chose inslead o hawl neary 3,000
truckloads of the sile's most contaminaled waste to CWAWM.

Under the original plans, the shipments would have slarted in August and lasied about seven months, CWM District Manager Michael Mahar
said at Monday's meeting. It's unclear for now what altect the local prolests will have on thé plans. Mahar also confirmed at tha meeting that
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 # comes through, the plans will add 3.000 frucks over the next year, or aboul 15 more per day. In previous pubthished reponts, that numbes
was closer 10 1,500,

DelMonie voiced her displeasure in a letter 1o Gov. David Paterson, calling the decision “one more blatant example of a horrible (state) palicy
that encourages hazardous waste landfill digposal” and called on the DEC to camplete its hazardous waste siting plan in @ manner that
“discourages the addition of any more land disposal capacity in New York stale.”

The state is in the process of finishing its lalest drafi of that plan. the outcome of which could atfecl the proposed expansion of CWM's local
faciliy. RMU-2 CWM has mantained that ds facéity helps the envronment by providing a pface for hazardous waste once it's ceaned up.

DelMonte credied 1echnologicat advancements for reducing the production of hazardous waste in the United States.

“Many hazardous waste [andfills have and will continue to close,” she wrote. "l urge you nol to let the consolidation of the hazardous wasle
land disposal industry to take place in tha (state).” Later, she added, "All agencies consider recycling or destruction of hazardous waste as
preferable to storing it in landfills becausa hazardous waste landfills may leak and are not a permanent solution.”

Mahar said at Monday's meeting the issue of the shipment is between the state and those who are currently voicing their opposilion.
“We're providing 8 necessary seqvice.” he sard. "So we'te here tg provide it if the DEC decdes to go that route ™

the editor

L LTI VI TTR TP

| have been a resident of Lewiston for abaut 45 years and began a small electronics manufagiuring company in the Summit Industrial Park,
As Chmiek Inc., it grew to employ more than 200; under the new owner, Vishay, it employs more than 300. | started a similar company in
Honeoye Falls with employment now at 65 and growing. | was elecled to the local Lewiston-Pgrter School Board for six terms.

| have foliowed ihe locat controversy about Chemecal Wasle Management with interest, | atiended a few RRG meet ngs and also visiled
CWM on several cacasions, visiling the landsde. 1 am convinced thal CWM is practiving staie-of-the-an technelogy m captunng and
neutralizing chemical wastes, and that the probability of release is neghgible. The water 1hal they regularly discharge into the Niagara River is
cleaner than the natural water iiself

Historically, Niagara Falls was home to many of the {argest chemical companies. The envirgnmentalists were not complaining then. Much of
that industry is gone. We now have a back-end, sophisticated technical engineering company employing about 80, mast of them well-paid
professionats. Half of them are tax-paying residents of Lewiston or Porler

CWM is an asset to the local economy.

Limiting the expansion of C\WM would result in sizable rises in local school and property taxes, direcly and indirectly, CWM should be
allowed to continue

Franklyn M. Collins,

Lewislon

Pocidontce far Bocnnancihla ﬂn\:nrnwt speakinq out on hazardous waste trucks

an end to Chemical Waste Managemsant irucks breaking regulations its members fought
hard to have instated

PROFILE: Amy Witryol has been at the forefront of a community movement angered
and nnsat ahnut hazardoons wactn Qperations

By Aaron Besegkar
beseckera@qgnnewspaper.com
On a spring night in Lewiston, Amy Witryed stowly got up from her front-1ow seat and stood al a mrophone before the Town Board,

In a sof bul determined voice near the from of 1he half-crowded room, she urged leaders 1o push tor a change in sialg law that would limit
commercial landfiling near the Great Lakes.

She said she beligved such a2 move would benefit the health and safety of local residents.

And minules after she ended her statement, each Town Board mernber agreed and endorsed her idea,

“if we want results, we must insist.” YWilryo! told the board. ~And we will ©

And for propenents of hazardous wasle fandfiling, those are words they probably already knew, but didn't want 1o hear,

For several years, this daughter of a social seience professor has been at the forefront of a comemunity movernent sngerad and upset about
hazardous waste operations.
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The push, which includes tocal groups as well as individual citizens, is aimed at hafting the expansion of CWM Chemical Services. The
Norlheast's only hazardoug waste facilily, CVWM sits on a portion of a former federal radiological dumpsite linked to the Manhattan Projecl
and munitions produclion facililies.

As the remaining space (or loxic wasle dwandies, the e af CWM's cusrent tandfilf « slowdy chioking to deathn

And that's just how Witryol wants to see it end.

She heliaves CWM's application to state enwvironmental officialg to open a new landfill will fail. “It's not & question of if, it's 8 guestion of
when.” sha said

Dut the approach she takes with the CWM issue doesnt mean she's anti-business, Witryo! added.

In her view, ihe area negds to be cleaned up from the historic chemical and radiclogical contaminalion because it's depressing the tax base.
Mot to menfion the noloriety the area is getting playing host 1o waste.

Wilryol grew up in Storrs, Conn., the home of the Liniversity of Connedcticul and a agricuftural area similar to Lewiston.

She majored in classical guitar white atlending American University, later went fo graduate school and got into the bankmg industry. Witeyol
moved {0 the area in 1998

She became involved in local environmental 1ssues afler seeing a flyer in a local newspaper thal said, “Stop toxic waste,”
Soon she had met the mother of three students in the Lewiston -Porler schools who was also a chermist and engineer

That worman, Ann Roberts, evenlually {eamed up with Wiryol to form the Niagara Health-Science Reporl. The two-persan group focuses on
resgarchmg the Lake Ontano Ordnance Works site and formulating solutions to proted! public heaith

Witryol's work on the LOQW site also includes her parlicipation in the Restoration Advisory Board, a volunteer group working with the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers guiding the current faderal cleanup project.

Her involvement in the CYWM issue has lead Witryol to criticize the Lower River Region Chamber of Carmmerce's actions regarding CWh

Whtryo! believes chamber officiais have contnibuied 1o misrepresentations about issues related 1o CWM, the Northeast's only aclive
hazardous wasie facility, in ns advertisemenis and public functions.

willing to Jisten to her slrong opinions, Lewiston Supervisor Fred Newlin is one of the many elected offigials who keeps in contacl with witryo!
regarding environmental issues.

He called her a passionate, commitled person who has the interasts of lhe community at heart.

“5he’s definftely not alraid 10 speak her mmd,” Newlin said.

Porter Supervisor Merton Wiepert has many tmes heard Witryol address his Town Board. He said ha's impressed by har efforl.
“She doas her homework,” Wiepen said.

Witryo! is exirernely hesitant {0 accept recognition for wha! she does, pomiling (o ceuntless cihers who volunieer thew free /me just as much,
if nel mora, than she does

“I'm not th& hers,” she said.

Others have risked their jobs to speak oul, she added. Many others, including Joan Gipp. Vince Agnelic and Willlam Chabay, are especially
worlhy of recognition for iheir efiorls, she said.

Witryo| described both her work and the work of others as sluning a flashlight on the aclivities of every entity, business and agency involved
amound ihe waste buried 10 the past, and the wasle that's still being buried there,

She balieves both of those parlies have taken advantage of the area, but that time has ended.
“We're not going to let it happen anymore.” she sad.

Conlac] Aaron Besecker al 282-2311. ext 2263,
an drivers licenses

e unusual slep on Monday of opposing an initiative Begun by the state's governor,
unanimously objecting to the plan to grani drivers licenses to illegal aliens.

Though the plan has sparked walespread coniroversy across the state and resowbions i objeclion from Niagara and Ere countias, the town
would shill not typically gel involved in issues wilh the state or federal governmenis. Supervisor Fred Newiin said at the council's work
session.

But the prospect of New York state, and espetially areas on the U S.-Canadian border, becoming meore attractive for illegal atiens made the
aclion necessary, said Councilman Ernest Palmer, alse a Niagars Falls police captain.

“We share z border wth a couniry wilh ane of the most liberal immigeatian poticies o the warld.” sawd Paimer, who noled tha! area bridges
and the Niagara Power Project need proleclion.

Palmer's parents were from Scotland and enlered and stayed in the country legally, Paimer said. Allowing athers to do 5o illegally would be
insuiling. he said.
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Gov Eliot Spizer issued an executive order 1o allow legal aliens 1o obtain drivers licepgses beginning in late December He has said his plan
wilt improve public security by creating records for more imrmigranis He would also add what he calls anti-fraud measures to the process.

“What has happened is that the politics of fear and selfishness has replaced the politics of common sense and responsibility,” Spitzer said al
Fordham University an Tuesday. “We are winessing knee-jerk reaclions to sound policieg that have no business baing polticized or poliuted
by fear-mongenng rhetoric.”

But Spilzer’s strong words in defense have not quieted public outcry, as many public derks in alf comers of the state have said they will not
foliow the order

“New York stale has enough problems righl new to deal wilh ancther burden like this,” Newlin said.

n In other board naws, the town voled to create an informal commitiee (o resolve a traffic issue with CWM Chemical Services, More
resirictions are needed on the times whan CWM trucks can drive past ihe Lewiston-Porter School District, Supervisor Fred Newlin said,

The board atso unanimously approved a lefter to CWM, the schoal district and the Town of Porter requesting the change in times,
Councilman Alfonso Bax said that in grevious conversations, CWM has had no arguments with changing the times

7 budget

, a4-0 vote on Monday evening,

The $4.7 million spending plan includes a $300.000 expense to refurbish the Balmer Road water tower, and no increpse n the general towd
tax.

It does not includé an axpected $2.05 millon in revenue from CWM Chemical Services as part of a Host Community Agreement. Officials
said they plan 10 use those funds for yel-ta-be-specified capilal proects

The board’s vole followed a sparsely attended pubhc hearing in Town Hall.

Counciman Jeff Baker was absent for Monday's vote,
on waste law

vant their leaders to support a loxic waste law wasn't enough to change the minds of Porter
Town Board members,

Several individuals lotd fown leaders iney wan! the board 1o pubiiciy suppon a pending siate Law ihat would lmit 1he sitiing of 1oxic wasle
landfiits near the Great Lakes.

But because of an agreement signed with CWM Chemical Services in 2001, the town may nol be allowed to champion ihe proposal,
according to Suparvisor Merlon Wieperl,

Under a Host Community Agreement signed in 2001, the town will receive at least $3 million from the company. In tum, the town agreed not
1o stand in the way of company activities

A hill thaf would irmul toxic landfiffing, mefuding 2t CWHM, the Norheast's only active hazardous waste facilily. passed bolt houses of the sfatg
Legistature 1asi month 11 needs the signature of Gov, George Palaki in order 10 bacome law

The proposal has been endorsed by the Niagara Counly Legisiature, as well as the boards of the Town of Lewision, and the villages of
Youngstown and Lewiston,

Residents including Skeeter Tower and Apnl Fideli approached the board asking for it to write letters of support for the bill 1o the governor
Each questioned how much freedom the board really has, in the face of Wiepen's statements that the agreement has no sunset clause.
“i jusl con't beleve your hands are tied lorevar” Feleh sad.

“Does thal mean tnat we're forever disentranchised?” Tower asked

Upon the advice of Town Altorney Michae! Dowd, such an action could violate the agreement and open up the town Lo a potential civil
lawsuit, Yieperl said.

Dowd said he also believes the lown should pick its fights, considesng that losing a fawsurt ¢ould seriausly nurl ihe town's finances
“That's Lhe recornmendation we gof, and that's what we stuck by, ™ $2id Weepert, who suggested residents wiite indingual femers ta Palak:

CVWM District Manager Richard Sturges seid the company has not taken an official position on Porler's rights with regards to this matter,
saying a decision would have to be made by the company's attorneys.

Still, the bill is not in the best interest of the Town of Porter, according fo Sturges, because it the bili does target CWM, it could hinder future
operations. A halt o operations would have negative financial implicetions on the town, he added

Residents did request each board member wnte a support letter as an individual resident
Mare of ihe boarg members have said i thev would take such an achioa
. on waste jaw

want their leaders to suppor a toxic wasle law wasn't encugh te change the minds of Porer
Town Board members.
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Several individuals 101d {own leaders they want the board to publicly suppon a pending state law that would limit the sding of toxic waste
tandfills near the Great Lakes.

But because of an agreement signed with CWM Chemical Servicas in 2001, the lown may not be allowed to champiun the proposal,
according to Supervisor Meron Wiepert,

Under a Host Community Agreement signed in 2001, the town will receiwve at least $3 million from the company In turn, the town agreed not
1o stand in the way of company activities

A bill that would limn toxic landfilling. including at CWM, the Northeast's only aclive hazardous wasle facility, passed both houses of the slale
Legisfalure last menth, It needs the signature of Gov. George Palaki in order to become law

The proposal has heen endorsed by the Niagara County Legisiature, as well as the boards of the Town of Lewiston, and the villages of
Youngstown and Lewston.

Residents including Skeeter Tower and Aprd Fideli approached the hoard asking for it to wtite letlers of support for the Rill to the govemor.
Each questioned how much freedom the board reallty has. in e (ace of Wieper's slatements that the agreement has no sunsei C'ause.

“l just can't believe your hands are tied forever,” Fideli said.

“Does that mean that we're forever disenfranchised?” Tower asked.

Upon the advice of Town Attorney Michael Dowd, such an action could viclate the agreement and open up the town to a potential civil
lawsuit, Wieper sad

Dowo said he alsa believes the town should pick ds fights, considenng 1hat kesing a fawsuit could serousty hurt the 1own's inances.
“That's ihe recommendaticn we gel, and ihal's what we stuck by.” said Wiepen, who suggesied residents write indnidual letiers to Pataki.

CYWM District Manager Richard Sturges said the company has nol taken an official position on Porler's rights with regards to this matter,
saying a decision would have to be made by the company's attomeys.

Still, the bill is not 1 the besl interest of tha Town of Porter, according 1o Sturges, because if the bill does target CWM it could hinder fulure
operalions. A halt {o operations would have negative financial implicalions on the town, he added.

Resilernls did requast each hoard member wiile a suppor letter as an ndividual resident

Krne nf the hoard memhare have 2ad i thev would take such an acion.
g

trrm e = et a5 e = ey e e -« 4 S1€ fACHlity faces more gquestions thanks tn {he state Senate.
The Senate passed a bill late Friday that would limit future operations at C¥WM Chemical Services.

The bili would amend state environmenital canservaton faw to prohibit locatng a waste thsposat sde i a place that has the poterdial to
discharge mnto the Great Lakes systemn

The Assembly passed the bill Thursday aMernoon.
I now requires Gov. George Pataki's signature in order to becomé faw.
State Sen. George Maziarz, R-Mewfane, sponsored the Senate bill

“Our commurity has been subjecled Io the scourge of hazardous waste for too loag.” the senator sad. “There is absolulely né feason lo
invite more heatth risks mio the Greal Lakes basin and #'s fime we shul the door ~

Assemblywoman Francine DelMonte, D-Lewston, sponsored the Assembly bill.

The new law would fix 2 discrepancy betwsen current state law and the 1978 Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement signed by the United
States and Canada, according to Amy Wilryol, a Lewiston resident who has fead the community’s fight over hazardous waste.

Cwht, which is running out of room in the present {andfill on its Balmer Road properly, is located just miles from Lake Onlaria and the
Niagara River

The compary has apphed for permils from the slale 1o Treale a new fandfilf, known as Residuais Management Unit-2. or RMU-2.
Several local communities reguested the state amend the legislatien

Resalutions supporting the amendment ware passed by the Niagars Gounty Legislature, as well as in the Villages of Lewistan and
Youngstown and the Town of Lewiston.

The Town of Panier is prohibited from apposing activities at C¥VWM under terms of a Host Community Agreement which provides the town with
millions of dotlars for community projecs

In 2001, 1he state Departmer of Environmenial Conservation toung CYWM in violation of regulations for discharges of PCBs. a suspedcied
carcinggen whose production was baoned inihe Uniled States in 1he late 1970s.

lllegal levels of discharge were also found coming from an undetermined area of the site in 2003 and 2004,
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This 15 the second year in a row the fight tor a pendirg stale law related to hazardous wasle has come down to the wire
In 2005, a law pushing for a slalewide plan gnsuring equitable hazardous waste siting passed ihe legislature in the final days of session,

it was evenlually sianed by Pataki in mid-July.
.akes waste bill

before 2:30 pm today that woukd imit the sitng of hazamdous waste faciklies in the Great
Lakes basin.

The bifl, sponsored by Assemblywoman Frapcine DelMonte, D-Lewiston, requires hazardous waste facilities to prove they have no potential
to discharge toxic substances into waters of the Great Lakes system

|f approved by the Senate and signed by the govemor, it could affeci operations at WM Chemical Services in Porler, the Norheast's only
hazardous waste facllity

osal bills need to be voted on

. wices and Miagara County could come up for a vote this week i both houses of the siate
iegisiature.

Bills introduced by Assemblywoman Francing DelMonte, D-Lewiston, and State Sen. George Maziarz, R-Newfane, would amend state
environmental conservation law to prohibt locating a waste dispesal sile in a place that has the potential to discharge Into the Great Lakes
system. It doesn't totally rule them out though — a disposal site cauld be aliowed if the company could prove there |5 no potential for the
release of toxic substances from its propeny.

The new law would fix a discrepancy between current state law and the 1978 Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement signed by the United
States and Canadas, according fo the legistation's supparnters The 1978 agreement calls fof the ~substandial elimnation” of persisient toxc
subslances info the Great Lakes system

The bills are worthy of our supporl and that of the Assembly and Senate. For decades all manner of toxic chemical found their way into the
Great Lakes — and eventually — into Lake Ontario. Anyone who spent lime along Lake Ontuna's, and sometimes ihe Niagara River's, banks
inihe 70s and 80s remembers the numerous fish kills and the murky, polluted walers,

Things seem betler these days — thanks in parl to he Zebra Mussel, which has helped to make the water clearer — but there’s room for
improvernent. For the most part, the two bills presented would impact CWM and its plans for a new landfill at its Balmer Road facilily uniess
the faciity could prove nathing was leaking fram its site

While CYWM annually discharges about 20 milfion gallons of treated waler into the Niagara River. company officials say their tests show that
the water releaged is cleaner than that which is already in Lake Erie, |.ake Ontario and the Niagara River,

Prove that and that nothing is leaking into surrounding tributaries and its business as usual at CYWM. We could live with that. Of course it
would be nice to have that confirmed by an independent third parly

But that's in the future, right now the questian is will a vote aclually take place in the two hauses?

When asked fast week, neither DelMonte nor a representalive from Maziarz's office could specrfy if and when thew bift couid came fo the floor
for a vote

When asked lasi week, neither DelMonte nor a representative from Maziarz's office could specify if and when the bill could come to the floar
for a vole.

We hane thege hills furn nt ta ba mare than lnst lin servies

s unedited letter abhout truck traffic

—4 == w———. Ponter Schoal Board President David Schaubent regarding truck traf(ic atong

e oo e e mememeim e

Creek Road:

“There has been much discussion iately concerning the District's lack of sensitivity and action relaled to truck traffic on Creek Road. The
District is and always has been manitaririg and acting in the best interests of the District and its students. Examples of this aclivity are
cansultations with and the appoinimant of Or {Joseph) Gardella to represent our interests with the (Lake Ontario Qrdnance Works
Restoration Advigory Board); contacts with the New York State (Depariment of Transporiation) goncerning speed limil restictions, the
installation of g traffic lght on Pletcher and Creek moads, and alternate tratfic raules: contacts with CWH conceming their truck traffic pahems
and bfackout periods and sformal inputs 10 the WM Communiy Action Commillee via members of the 'ocal communiy

“However, in lhis same vein, the District will not allow the various political action commitiees on both sides of the hazgrdous and nuclear
waste debate fo use the students of the Lewiston-Porter School Digtrict as pawns in forwarding their individual agendas. Overt official District
activities are and will be restricted to forwarding input received by the District through our official and unofficial representatives on the CWM
CAC and the Lake Ontario Ordnance Worke RAB.

“it must be remembered ihat while being located on a State Route has disadvantages associated wilh various types of vehicular traffic that
use the designated truck route, the Dislricl also enjoys the advantages of having accoss to a much safer road due to quicker snow removal,
sunaco mairtenande, and width and safety related boundaries and access controls specifically refated to i being a designated State Route.

‘The concems presented to the Distnct ang ihe Board by citizens ara and will continue o be taken seriously. The Distrie! has, ang will

continue to address these concemns via the proper forums that have been established far that purpose and will nat ba drawn into the
emnational, faclional, political debate as this will not serve the interests of the parents and students of the Lewiston-Porter School District.”
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i highs and lows

n TAX BILLBOARD: Thanks 1o more than 32 000 donated to Lockpon businessman Lee J, Bordeleaw, a billboard blasting the county’s high
propery lax rate will soon be unveiled on South Transit Road in Lockporl, Bordeleau is hoping to raise enough money for a second sign on
Niagara Falls Boulevard. Here's hoping he's successful — maybe we can shame govemment officials into action.

n SABRES ALL-STARS: This week's annountement of three Buttalo Sanres being named starters in the vpcoming NHL Al-Star game is
quite an accomplishment The Sabres are the firs! team to place three players in an All-Star starting lineup since fan balloling began in 1986.
While the team's recent success has more to do with just the play of cenler Daniel Brigre, defenseman Brian Campbell and goalie Ryan
Miller, it's good to see the test of the hockey world 1ake notice.

JEERS

n NFR RENEGOTIATION: We don't like the sound of Miagara Falls Redevelopment giving cily aomeys a proposed revision of its 2003
agreement with the city. Falls attomeys say the document is more concise and str@amlined. We hop# it has nolhing to 4o with loosening
reguirements NFR is supposed to meet for work in the city.

n CWH TRUCK PATH: A receni sitdy by a community group determined there are no alternative routés for trucks travelng to and from the
CWH Chemical Services site in Porler. Much of the concemn stems from ihe fact the trucks drive righl past the Lewiston-Porler School
District campus. With no altematives available, I's crucial truck drivers follow the rulgs on their way to C¥WM — no driving during school
hours and no stopping in Niagara County.

7 to be year of planning

. porant issues” lor the coming year duning the Town Board's annual reorganizationat
meeling Tuesday.

Wieper 5aid he believes several issues, mostly centered on planning, need 1o be addressed in 2007

Cn the supervisor's list- The approval of the Niagara River Greenway plan and propased projects connected to the plan; choosing what
capnal projects should be undecaken wih close to 52 million through a host communily agreement set {o arrive from CYwh Chernical
Services the expansion of shared services, especially with the Village of Youngsipwn, communily events; residential development projects;
codiicalion of a new zonmng manual that corresponds with the town's Comprehensive Plan.

In other town matiers:

n The Town Board appointed John “Dufly” Johnston to the Zoning Board of Appeals

Johnsion s the vacancy left by the passing of Ant King,

The term expires Dec. 31, 2011,

n The buard appainted William Rolland 1o the newly created position of alternate on the Planning Board

The Planming Board will have six members tms year, and Rolland would serve if another board member was absent

Rolland. an outspoken criic of hazardous waste landfill operator CWM Chemical Services, will be reguired to recuse himself from any voles
perlaining 1o the company, Wieper said.

The same will be expected of Planning Board Chairnan George Spira, a former employee at CAM. YWiepen added.

Spira was appointed to hig ninth year as chaiman.

Ralland'z threavaor toerm evnirac Ner 11 200G

 editor

I'm writing in response lo the Gazetle's June 28 arlicle on Chemical Waste Managemen! wastewater tasting. Of course, the citzens of the
Town of Porer and Lewision want honest and non-brased testing of the 18 to 20 million galtons of "reated” wastewater which CWM dumps
into the Niagara River each year. We not only want it tested, we insist on it! CWM claims it doesn't even hurl the minnows. | speak from the
experience of a man who has been on this river all kis life. I've been fishing there on Peggy's Eddy since age 10. | am now 86. The CWM
“treated” water empties nght Inlo what once was the spawning ground for perch. There hasn't been a perch papulation in the lower Niagard
River singe that discharge pipe was installed. You can fool some of the people some af the time, but you can't fool Mothar Nature!

Ifindeed. CWM puls clear, pristine water into the Niagara River have them prave t with thorough, independent testing. Have them also {est
the waters of the creeks thal flow Shrough thew propenly camying PCB's siraighlinto Lake Onlario. Locals who kniow these waters know the
damage 1hat has been doneg 1o lle along the way. If CWM can spend $1.2 million 10 lobby far their own permits and profits, lhe least they can
dois put $15,000, or whatever it takes, to prove to us old-limers and fishermen, and people who love and value this comer of the world, and
people who want to maintaln their health and their properly values, and those who want to leave a legacy of a clean, haalthy place to live for
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{heir children and grandchildren — prove it 1o us a#!
Arhur King

Youngsiown

PORTFR- Rexidonte nnint tn citinn plan, “do not disturh” order

ill expansion plans criticized past decisions and inaclivity of state officiais during two
ECOpINg Sessions Neo ¥yvweanesaay.

While officials from the state Department of Environmental Conservalion attended the meeting fo hear about whether CVWMW's list of
environmental effects was complete, membars of the public took the apporiunity to talk about what they saw as past mistakes.

Gary Abraham, special counsel to the Niagara County Legislature. objected to the scoping sessions even occurnng at this point

Abraham beleves because the DEC has yel to complete a siatewsde Hazardous Waste Sidmg Plan, the scoping process wil sikely have to be
revisiled in the fulure.

“It doesn't make any sense to make the decision now,” Abraham saud

The DEC, as ordered by the state Legislelura in 1887, must create a comprehensive plan that is meant to detail the equitable distribution of
hazardous waste dispasal in the state,

Audrey Agnello, wile of Residents for Responsible Government President Vincent Agnellp, read a siatement prepared by her husband, who
was, ot of town.

Agnello’s statement also pointed 1o the unfinished plan, which has been mandated numerous times bolh legislatively and by lhe slate
Supreme Gourl

Gary Bauer, a Whealfield resident, also questioned the delay in seeng a finished siting plan
“That just does nat make any sense to me why the law of New York state has not been enforced.” Bauer said.

DEC representative Dan David said because of a stale law passed (ast year, ihe siting plan does need o ke completed before the DEC can
deem C¥WW's agphcalion complele.

Some of Wednesday's speakers also questioned why CWM's application for a new landfill is being considered when lhere exists an order
from the state Depaniment of Health not to disturb the soils in the area because of prior comamination.

Thomas Freck, a Balmer Road resident, gquestioned why soil is allowed to be disturbed an the sfte in spite of the order
“It neards ta be tharannhly invastinated hefare mare is dug up and buried,” Freck said

mson

e e i i — i e e o _..__ filed for personal bankruptey. has been appointed as lhe lown's new part-time budget
direcior.
Democrat Michael Johnseon resigned his 313,452 position as board member effeclive midnight Monday in order to take over the $41,000
position as budget directar, but defended his hiring despite the bankruptey claim.

“That was a long. lang lime ago,” Johnson said. “}t was over the sale of a piece of properly and has no bearing on my hwing *

Town Supervisor Steven Reiler sad he had no reservations regarging Johnsen’s pnar financial roubles, adding he believes Johnson's
experience will be an asset to the posilian

“A long time ago, (he filed for bankruptey} he's gone through two elgclions since his financial iroubles and obviously the voters of Lewistan
don't think it's an 1ssue,” Reiter said. *) have total faith and confidence in him.”

Reiter said Johnson's base salary is $33,826, and he will receive an addilional 57,500 in procurements, all of which was a parl of the 2010
budget.

“i there isn't room, we w.ll make room for the pashion, but ths s an approprated pastion int our 2010 budget.” Retter sad

Jehnson sad that his fiscally conservalive values as well as his 35 years of experience in the real estate business should make residents
feel comfortable in his appeintment

Reiter said the town did not advertise for tha budget manager's position openly but he did have several candidates in mind.
"It was simply an ¢asy dectsion to pul Mike inta this position,” Reiter said
The town clerk has been asked ta adverige for the vacant councimember’s pasition on the naw all-Republican board.

In olher meeting 15sues, Dennis Dobling of Resident’s for Responsible Govemment was crihica) of the town's hiring of parl-lime attorney's
Michae! Dowd and Mark Gabriele, who both have ties to expansion eHors of Chemical Wasiec Management.

Dowd served for many years as council for the Town of Porter, where he actively participated jp the CWM host communily agreement that
made Paorter a partner in ihe expansion of CWM,
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During the time same, the Town of Lewiston vehemenily opposed any pannership or expansion of the waste storage sile

Now with Dowd werking as atlomey for both mumcipalities, Dooling said that Resident's for Responsible Governmen? suggest that Dowd ba
prevented from discussing issues involving the expansion or increasing the amount of hazardous waste taken in at CYWM.

Gabriele, who works privately al Harris Beach LLP, aided that firn in drafting the hazardous waste facililies citing plan, which suppors landfil
expansion. Dooling said that due ta Gabrigla's work at Harris Beach, he toa should rot be permitted to discuss issues nvolving CWM with
the townt haard ar Anenisar

5 hazardous waste bill

U, L RIS S oo o s eouay walCH GOUlD Bave slopped the proposed expansion of a hazardous landfill in Niagara
County.

The bill would hava hanned the siting of hazardous waste landfills in locations with a potenttal to discharge into the Great Lakes syslem, if
signed, it could have jeopardized a proposal of CWt Chemical Services, which operales & landfill on Balmer Road in Porler, to expand ils
facility,

Thie bill can st be ovenurned by a velo in the stale _egiskature

“Essentially, it would have closed the state’s only pemmitted hazardous wasle disposal facilty and we would have hean left having to send
waste to other statas,” said Judith Enck, the state’s Deputy Secretary for the Environment, "We didn't think closing the ene and only facility at
this time wouid be parlicularly sensible.”

The same bitl came up last year and was vetoed by then-Gov George Pataki.

Oficial confirmatian of the veto, and a copy of the mama by Spitzer's office explaning the decision, were oblained abaut 7:20 p.m | and
came after Spitzers press aftice taded to confiern the news despile repeated phone catls.

“This wasn'l good lggislation and the governor was right to veto it,” sad Lori Caso, a CWM spokespersen. “The bill was aclually an
environmental negative. Clean up in New Y ork state is imponant, and having a site like C¥WM thal disposes of waste from brownfields and
other remediation projecis is vital.”

But the late notification and iack of publiciy frustrated several individuals who supporied the bill and vehemently oppose CYWM's expansion
One of those, amy ¥Witryol, said she was not given much informatien on Lhe veto,

“Whal | can say, ather than we've seen no veto memo so we can't respond o this, 15 we've heard of no wedible issues ar concems.” she
smd “So eitber somethng's been kepl from us of the rationale behind the velo kacks subslance.

“Either way, it makes you wonder whether voters made the nght choics lasi November (electing Spitzer).”
A mass e-mail sent by April Fideli, president of Residents for Respongible Govemment, echoed Wilryol's sentiment,

"We will have more somment when the public is let in on what the governor's rationale was for the veto, but as of ttus writing, we can only
express our disappointment at the govermar's lack of leadership and lack of transparency ” Fidel wrote.

Frdeh akso wrale a page-kng keher o Spitzer on behall of RRG catimg the fandill “the single larges] envicosimential cancen of Niagara
Coumty and is Leqislature,” and delaiting fhe reasons New York stale does not nead a foxc fandhl.

Spitzer's veto memo called the bill overly broad, prohibiting as much as 40 percent of the state from having a toxic lanafil, and said that
sending hazardous waste to other states will be “significantly more expensive.” It said it sharad the environmenial goneerns of the bill's
sponsor, state Sen. George Maziarz.

The governaor will instead roll out a plan t¢ ¢complete a statewide hazardous waste study dons by the state Depardment of Environmental
Conservation, Enck said

“H would ook at 1he hazardous wasie disposal needs of the siale and what are the responsible options for wasie diaposal ™ Enck sadd_ il s
long overdue ™

1or vetoes hazardous waste law

beseckera@gnnewspaper.com

Gov. George Palaki has rejecled 3 proposed law intended to limit the expansion of CWMW Chantkcal Services, the Northeast's only hazardous
waste iandfdl facility located m Lewision and Porler

In his velo, Patak) sad the proposed law was premalure since 1he stale Depariment of Environmental Conservalion 15 cumently working on a
state-wide siting plan.

He also pointed to "serious flaws” in the legislation, some of which were raised by the DEG and the Depardment of State,

The bill, which was sponsored by Assemblywoman Francine DelMante, O-Lewiston, and Senator George Maziarz, R-Mewfane, sought 1o
prevent any hazardous waste landfill from bemg siled that has potential to diseharge into the Great Lakes System.

For the latest on Lhis story, stay tuned to www.niagara-gazelte.com and pick up a copy of lemorrow’s paper.

[ik:]
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onations may still be influencing process, resident says

[ P

beseckera@gnnewspaper.com
A bill passed by both houses of the state Legislature aimed at limiting toxic flows into the Great Lakes sits amang a lot of campany,

Like hundreds of olher bils, some passed by the Senate and Assembly as far back as February, it awais the signature of Gov George
Pataki in order for il to become state faw.

But for those who believe the slate should enact a law 1o limil hazsrdous waste siting near the Great Lakes, the work isni done,
And the pressure on pofitical leaders from {he community is still mounting.

Assemblywoman Francine DelMonte, D-Lewiston, and state Sen. George Maziarz, R-Newlane, both sponsored bills in their respective
houses. Both passed over the final two days of the legistative session last wesk.

Bt oflicials in nedher office know i, or when, Gov. George Patass inlends 10 sign &

A spokesman for the governor said the Bl has not yet been transporied to the execulive offices. But once it arrives, the govemnor has 10
days in which to sign it or veto it. If the govemor does neither, the bill automatically becomes law.

“We don't commaent on anything until we recaive it," said Pete Constantakes, a spokesman m Pataki's office.

Under the bdl, no hazardous waste facilily would be allowad to be constructed in the Great Lakes area unless it could prove it did not have
the patentiat to discharge toxic substances into the fresh water system

CWH Chemical Services, the Northeasl's only hazardous wasle facildy located n Porler, has applied tor a permit from the slate to build a
new landfll on s site.

DelMonte said she believes the bill should reach the governor's oHitd no [ater than September, though there's always the chance it could
take longer,

“Until the bill is called up, the clock doesn’t start ticking,” DelMonte said.

Officiais in Maziarz's office have ye! ta recawve an indation from the governor's office about the tl's fate. said Susan Senecah, the
senalar's environmental policy director.

Maziarz plans 1o wrile a lelter to Patakr encouraging him to sign the bill, He alsa hopes to speak to the governor one-on-one about it,
Senecah said.

By law, ihe govermnar is able to sign a bill until the end of the year, she added.

April Fidel, vice president of Residen!s far Responsible Govenment, a group of environmentally concerned citizens. said she expecls the
governor will sign the legislatkan.

“1 beleve he'll show ihe public That he cares,” Fideh said,

Amy Witryol, a Lewnision resident who's been vocal on environmental 1ssues, said she expects lobbyists hired by CVWW's parent company
may slill play a role in whether or not the bill is signed.

She pointed to bath lobbying efforis and campaign contributions as lactics that can stilt influerice the process,

By the end of the year, Wasie Management, CWW's parent, wili have spent mare than $1.2 millian on lobbyists since 2003
One of Ine 1obbymsis working on behal! of CYWM nas a1so contnbuled to Maziarr's pofitical campaign.

In 2005, Crane and Vacco donated meore ihan $2,300 to the senatar's coffers.

“Being green is agsy when the governor 5 credited with land purchases in the Adirondacks,” Witryol said. "Being graen won'i stick if he
cannot oppose the toxic waste lobby on what Sen, Maziarz called a ‘'no-brainer” of a bill."

Contacl Aaron Sesecker at 282-2311. Ext. 2263,
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houses, Both passed over the fmal iwo days of the legislative session Jasl week,
But officials in nedher office know if, or when, Gov. George Pataki intends to sign it.

A spokesman for {he governor said 1he bill has not yet been transporied to the executive offices. But once it arrives, the govemor has 10
days in which to sign it or veto it. If the govemor does neither, 1he bill aulomatically becomes law.

“We don't comment on anything until we receive it,” said Pete Constantakes, a spokesman in Pataki's office.

Undear the bilt no hazardo.us waste facdity would be aliowed !0 be constiucled 5 the Grea! Lakes area amkess it could prove it did not have
the potential to dischame toxic substances into the fresh water sysiem

CWM Chemical Services, ihe Norlheast's only hazardous waste tacilty located in Porler. has applied for a pemnit from the state to build a
new landfill on its sife.

DelMonte said she believes the bill should reach the governor's office no |ater than September, though there's aiways the chance it could
take longer.

“Unitif the bill is called up, the clock doesn’t starl ticking,” DiefMonte said

Officials in Maziarz's office have yet to recaive an indication from ihe governor's office about the bill's fate, said Susan Senecah, the
senator's enwviranmenial palicy director

Maziarz plans to wrile a letler to Pataki encouraging him to sign the blll. He also hopes to speak to the govemar one-oni-one about it,
Senecah said.

By law, the govemor 1s able to sign a bill unlif the end of the year, she added.

Apnl Fideti, vice president of Residenis {or Respensible Government, a group of enwwronmentally concerned citizens sa she expects the
gavemnor will sign ihe legisiation

“I believe he'll show the public that he cares,” Fidel said.

Amy Wilryol, a Lewiston resident who's been vocal on environmental issues, said she expacis labbyists hired by CWM's parent company
may still play a rgle in whether or not the bill is signed.

She painted to bolh labhying efforls and campaign contributions as taclics that can still influence the pracess

By the end of the year, Waste Management, CWM's parent, will have spent more than $1 2 mitlion on lobbyisis since 2003.
Cne of the lobbyists working on behall of CYWM has also contributed 1o Maziarz's polilical cempaign.

In 2005, Crane and Vacco donaled more than 32,300 1o the senator's coffers.

“Being green 1s easy when the govemnor s credited with land purchases in the Adirondacks,” Witryol said. “Being green won't stick if he
cannot oppose the toxic waste lobby on what Sen. Maziarz called 4 no-brainer’ of a bill.”

Contact Aaron Pesecker at 282.27311 Fxt 2263

LEWISTON— A tractor-tezitor hauing unknown cargo 40 U evmn i o moygsy oan o diesel fuel along the way Friday

The truck on its way from Weedsporl to the Lewision landfill apparenily suffered a ruptured fuel tank on the 1-180 naorthbound and began to
drip a frail of fuel behind it.

“One of his saddle tanks was punclured, and he bled diesel fuel for 10 miles,” State Palice Zone Sgl. Ronald Warner sard.. I know it was
exacily 10 miles because | measured it."

The trait of diesel stretched from just south of the Military Road exit of the 1-190, extending down Lewiston Road to Creek Road and over to
Bakmer Roag before the truck stopped st before reaching lhe gates of CWM. Pooks of of ware usibte at mtersechions along the way where
the fnick had slopped

Les Myles, deputy chief of the Lewiston Hazmal team, said the crews moved guickly to contain 1he spill.

“We used an absorbent material 1o dry up {the fuel),” Myles said

The Depariment af Envirenmental Conservation then contracled willr a hazardous waste disposal firn to come in and aclually clean up the
dried up fuel.

WWhile the spilt and clean up disrupted lraltic, both Warner and Myles said there was no danger to neariry residents and no evacuations. None
of the aflecied roadways were Closed o traffic

“There is a new dark line down the road where the fuel leaked,” Wamer said.

The driver of the fruck, identified as John Hinkel Jr., 43, of Forl Plain, was charged by the DEC with dumping hazardaus matenal on a
7Q
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roadway Troopers charged Hinkel with a fuel ieak under federal ransponaton laws.
Contact reporter Rick Pleiffer

at 282-2311, exl, 2252.

et for tonight

e = rm et g et v e e mam— e — SOIATIES Dy 3 5 percem wilt be open !or public commen at a hearing stated for tonight

The $4.7 million spending plan, which keeps the general town Yax rate al 79 cents per $9,000 of assessed valuation, hasn'l changed since it
was initially proposed by Supervisor Merton Wieperl,

The budget does not include an expected 52 million in revenue from CYWW Chemical Services set to amive as part of a Host Community
Agreement

“¥ou don't budget maney until you got it in your pocket,” Wieperd said.

The superwsor 5ai0 he expecs ihe check 10 amive in May

Town officials are presently amassing a list of possible capital projects for the CWM money, according to Wieperl,

Members of the public will be allowed to comment during the publie hearing, to 1ake place at 7 p.m. in Town Hall, 326% Creek Road.

Town officials are planning to spend $300,000 in 2007 to refurhish the Balmer Road water {ank, which hasn't received any wark in about 20
years.

Funds from the waler resarve fund will be used, Wiepen saxd

Under the spending plan, Porter will pay $30.000 more for operations at the Lewiston Waler Pallution Control Center, which services sewers
in the town.

The 2007 budget figure is $240,000, up from $210,000.

Town officials have also set aside $1,000 for the potential hiring of a consultant to deal with issues related to the reconfiguration of the
Roberl Moses Parkway.

Srate officials wi beg.n a public process early nexd year I discuss possible changes 1o a sireich of the parkway from Mam Streel m Niagara
Falls to around the Town of Lewiston line

The total 2007 budged figure is 34,716,236, The total amount to be raised by taxes is $1.209.355.
The olan needs ta be finalized bv iate Novsmber

1 waste plan

L AT b T By e e e g WTBZTNZ IOORS O upoate a 1887 law the Depariment of Envirormental Conservaion has yet
to fofRow.

Aside from calling for a 20-year managemeni plan for hazardous wasie in the state, it also proposes a 2015 sunset tb hazardous waste
landfill operations.

“There’s a lot of amaws in this bill that are meant for the hean of thazardous waste) landfillz in the state,” said Sue Senscah, Maziarz's
special assistant for environmental issues,

The proposed legiskation woulkd amend the 1987 Hazardous Wasle Management Act which called foc a statewide sing plan for hazardous
wasie facidies.

At the time the onginal law was written, New York had three hazardous wasle landfills, Senecah said.
Today, the only landfill currently operating. CWM Chemical Services, sits in Niagara Counly's backyard.

CWM has already fifed an application to build a new landfill with stale environmental officials, though the application has not yet been
deemed completie

A 2005 law requires e compietion of lhe statewide harardous wasta plan belore the new tandfilt application can be accepled as complele

According 1o Seneca, the issue needs lo be framed as something larger than a landfifl that touches the Town of Porter in Niagara County in
the northwest comer of the state.

“Revising the 1987 act offers the best chanse to elevate 1his to a slatewide-leve! conversation,” she said.

In 2006, the state Legisiature passed bills spansored by Maziarz, R-Newfane, and Assemblywoman Francine DelMonte, D-Lewiston, which
called for any hazardous waste landfill sited within the Greal Lakes basin to show thene was no patential for discharge inta the freshwaler
systemn.

The bills passed 1y both the Assembdly and the Senate with very Tew opposing votes, bul the legisiation was evenlually veloed by former Goy,
George Pataki

Senecah said Maz:arz worked exiremely hard to get the bill passed. more so than most leg:s/ators spend on maosl bllls.

T
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if every legislalor worked ike he did, crossing hnes of accepted protocol. there would be “rebellion™ in Albany, Senecah sad.
Al this poinl, Maziarz has no plans to reintroduce the language of 1ast year's failed bill, she added.

This year's propoaed |egislalion increases the size of the hazardous waste siting board that would review CWM's application by adding more
members of the public and representativas of slate agencies.

It calls for the creation of a stalewide Hazardqus Waste Managerment Task Force 1o assist with the creation of the management plan

I removes specic evaluaiion standards for polenlia sites. micduding he potential risks of greund and surface waler conlamination as well as
the risk of explosions o fires due to mproper siorage methods.

In their place, an ecosystem-based approach will be taken, an approach which considers the place of humans within the environment. {t
includes social, culiural and hisloric considerations in addition to environmental and natural ones.

But the law is glso not without its critics.

Amy Witryol, a Lewistan resident who has been a communily advocate on lhe CWM issue, questians the changes to those benchmarks

“If Sen Maziarz beheves his 2013 sunsel will obvisle new hazardous waste landfll applications, then why does most of 1he bill language
change the criteria for a slatewide siting ptan, change the environmenial standards 1o which the applicant is held and change the people who
make the decision?” Wilryol wrote in an e-mail.

Senecah said Maziarz and his stafl are open to making any impravements 1o the bill's language.

“We welcome a good faith discussion,” she said.

CVWM spokeswoman Lor Casa issued a brief staterment on behalf of (he company

“We are review:na the leqistation.” she said. "Waste Management would welkome a hazardous wasie siting plan for Mew York state.”

id piece distorted her position on PCB dumping

B . . B S 10 a hazardous waste landfill in Miagara Counly is now at the center of a new
debate involving two candidates running for the New York state Senate.

school board to address chemical waste

|t s 2o e el Laere sesves ¢ wens canasd OF EOUCAHON 10 pul more prassure on federal agencies responsdile for monitonng ang
cleaning chemical waste arcund the schoo! district.

With new action on the horizon that would expand Chemical Waste Management's capacity al it$ Porter landfill and possibly create a second
landfill, a group of concemed residents said Tuesday the board's tima to speak up is fast approaching.

Amy Wiiryof, a member of the Community Advisory Committee for CWM, said the board should evaluate the U.S Depariment of
Environmental Conservation's waste siting plan and, if it opposes it. the board needs o put pressure on the DEC.

“If the schoal choosas not to comment, [ think that sends a clear message to agencies thal tha sehoal s satisfied with the transporiation past
the schools.” Wiiyol saud, refernng to the irucks camrying hazardous waste through the dislried. “Since that's been an issue in the past |
would urge you lo look into thal.”

'f CWM expands its current landfill, trucks thal iransporl chemical waste along Creek Road past the Lewiston-Poner campus will ikely
continue through 2013, Witryol said. if CYWM adds a second {andfili, it will require Iransportation af hazardous matenal for another 11 years,
she added.

Two public hearings will be held for comment on the falest siting plan draft al 6 p.m. Nov 19 at the Niagara Falls Public Library and Nov. 20
at Lewiston-Parter High Scheaol The siting drafl 15 ontine af: htip./fwww det.ny govichemical@d54 ntml.

April Fideh. head of Residents for Responsible Government, meanwhile, said the testing around the Niagara Falls Storage Sile hasn't been
enough. More testing :5 needed to determmine how contamination from the former Manhatian Project sforage affects the school district, Fideh
said, noting a Sept 8 letler from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to the Army Corps recommended addiional off-site testing to
gauge how far the contamination extends

“We urge the school board to request the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers provide the school district property with the same investigation and
maonitoring as the Nsagara Falls Storage Site.” Fideli said. "The Niagara Falls Storage Site praperly is located one mile east of the Lewiston-
Porler campus and houses high-activily radwactive maderial. . The faderal government should provide survellance for the school

New supenniendend R, Chiistopher Roses whose first oficial board meeting was Tuesday, oM the Gazete familianzing himself with the
disirict's environmental issues is one of lis top priorities as he moves forward. Roser began as superintendent on Qct. 1.

“It's one thing reading it in the paper, it's another ta go to Joe Gardelia and listen to whal has taken place and what he's doing,” Roser said
after Tuesday’s meeting.

Gardella, a chermsstry professor at the University of Buffato, has peen working with the schagl disinct and serving as a liaison between the
community and the Army Corps.

Boand president Robert Wetier said the boand has been repeatedly assured by federal agencies the disinicl i safe, but he suppons g push for
more testing. Welier sad the board met wilh Gardefia and plans are sel for him {o evaluale the campus to reques! spectic areas 1o test and
monitor.

“We're gaing fo map out where we'd like Lhe tests,” Weller said. "It's a constant batile but | jus! want to reassure you, we are conslantly
worried about tha safety of the children.”
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INVESTIGATION: Sediments from drainage through contaminated sites warrant closer

B =l mbssmdes momn o

n behalf of the Niagara County Health Depariment suggests thal while there are no
areas arwnd the former t.ake ‘Ontario Ordnance Works that require urgenl aclion, thete are areas Inal deserve more inveshgatiom 4o rule out
the 