

















maintained for fire readiness.
The majority of them can be
found near stands of pine and
spruce, which were thought
to be more of a fire hazard
during dry conditions due

to the accumulation of dead
needles and small branches in
the understory. To date, though,
no large forest fires have been
recorded in this management
unit.

Immediately to the right of the water hole is a small stream that
eventually flows to the Chenango River, several miles from this spot.
Further downstream, these waters are noted for supporting both brown
trout and native brook trout. Productive trout streams can thrive only
with clean, cool waters which usually flow from forested hillsides. The
headwaters for several trout streams in the area begin in the Brookfield
Management Unit. This water flows through a network of roots and
organic matter on the forest floor, where it is absorbed and filtered,
helping to keep clean the streams into which it runs.

Directions to Stop 7: Continue on the Truck Trail for another 0.7 of a
mile and go past Truck Trail #5. Stop #7 is at the bottom of a hiil.

STOP 7 - Aspen Regeneration

The two-acre open area behind the sign for Stop #7 is one of several
aspen regeneration cuts done in 1993 with a grant from the Ruffed
Grouse Society. Ruffed grouse broods prefer habitat like the heavy
sapling growth you see now, which provides good cover for young birds
as they feed on insecss in the spring and summer.

By cutting down groves of larger aspen trees during the late fall or
winter, the stumps and root systems that remain encourage new growth
the following season. Dozens of new trees can grow from a single cut
stem. The ‘93 cut included all trees within a designated zone that then
were left on site. As the larger logs rotted, they became drumming sites
for male grouse during the spring courtship season. They also became
home to a variety of insects that live in or near decaying wood.






This forest site is evolving
into a mix of mature aspen
and other hardwood trees,
providing habitat for different
wildlife species. When
succession again changes the
composition of the forest,
another cut will be done.

Directions to Stop 8:
Continue on Truck Trail #2
to the junction of Truck Trail #}. Turn left and go approximately 0.3
miles from the intersection to Stop #8.

STOP 8 - Lost Pond

One of the historical landmarks associated with this area is Lost Pond.
Although not visible from the road, this small body of water is located
only several hundred yards from it, but it is concealed by a tangle of
brush and trees. The area is actually in the later stages of wetland
succession and is similar to a fresh water bog.

This wetland is 2 floating “mat” of vegesation made up of moss and
acid-loving plants and shrubs, including blueberry, whose root systems
are slowly encroaching on the edges of the open water. As organic
matter accumulates on this mat, trees sometimes become established,
although conditions are not favorable for their development and
survival. As the trees’ root systems expand, the high water table and
lack of mineral soil take a toll. This creates many dead tress or “snags”
over time, providing a unique habitat that attracts a variety of wildlife,
especially birds.

To obtain a better view of the Lost Pond area, go north for 0.} miles,
turn left onto Truck Trail #5, and go west for 0.3 miles. Look for a
small driveway on your left with a path that leads down to the day-use
area. Here you will get a better view of the pond and find a picnic table
as well,












Important Notice

Horse owners may be required to produce a current Coggins
certificate in accordance with Agriculture and Markets Rules and
Regulations, Part 64.

Emergency Contacts

In case of emergency, call 9-1-I
Forest Ranger Dispatch: 833-NYSRANGER (833-697-7264)

Additional Information

For more information about trai! conditions, trail maintenance,
camping permits or organized ride permits, please contact:

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation

Division of Lands and Forests

2715 State Hwy 80 Sherbume, NY 13460
607-674-4017 Weekdays 8 AM untl 4 PM



	Brookfield Auto Tour Guide
	Using the Guide
	STOP 1 - Moscow HillCamping and Assembly Area
	STOP 2 - Quaker Hill Cemetery
	STOP 3 - Brookfield Trail System
	STOP 4 - Red PinePlantations
	STOP 5 - Early ForestSuccession
	STOP 6 - Water Hole
	STOP 7 - Aspen Regeneration
	BROOKFIELDAUTO TOUR MAP
	STOP 9 - Spruce Plantation/Old Fire Tower Site
	STOP 10 - Northern Hardwoods
	Using State Forest Lands
	State Forest Regulations

	bkfauto (1).pdf
	Brookfield Auto Tour Guide
	STOP 8- Lost Pond





